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EXHIBIT 2A

Commonwealith of Pennsyivania
Environmental Resources
March 3, 1992

Authority to Conduct An Abandoned
Mine Land Reclamation Program

Richard Bielicki
Director
Burean of Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation

Virginia Davison lpD
Assistant Counsei
Bureau of Legal Services

This ottice has been asked for an opinion concerning the authority ot the Department of
Environmental Resources to establish, administer and conduct a program for Reclamation of
Abandoned Mine sites in accordance with Title [V of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act
of 1977, Act of August 3, 1977, P.L. 95-87, 91 Stat. 445, 30 USC §1201 et seq., as amended

("SMCRA").

In the opinion of this office, the Department of Environmental Resources is s0 authorized.
This authority comes from the following Pennsylvania laws: The Land and Water Conservation and
Reclamation Act, Act of January 19, 1968, P.L. 966 (1967), No. 443 as amended, 32 P.S. §5101 et
seq.; The Act of May 7, 1935, P.L. 141, 52 P.S. §809 et seq.; The Coal Mine Sealing Act of 1947,
Act of June 30, 1947, P.L. 1177, as amended, 52 P.S. §28.1 et seq.; The Act of April 3, 1968, P.L.
92, No. 42, 52 P.S. §30.201 et seq.; The Act of July 19, 1965, No. 117, as amended, 52 P.S.
§30.101 et seq.; The Clean Streams Law, Act of June 22, 1937, P.L. 1987, as amended, 35 P.S.
8691.1 et seq.; and the Administrative Code of 1929, Act of April 9, 1929, P.L. 177, as amended,
Section 1915-A, 71 P.S. §510-15.

The Commonwealth has also made specific arrangements so that it can effect the provisions of
30 UST §1232(g)(6), which allows states to set aside ten percent (10%) of their total annual grants for
use in acid mine drainage and treatment without regard to the statute’s general three-year limitation on

expenditure of grant monies.

[n accordance with the requirements of Section 1232(g)(7), the Commonwealth has created the
Acid Mine Drainage Abatement and Treatment Fund, a separate and distinct special revenue fund in
the Commonwealth’s treasury. Revenues in that fund will consist only of the set-asides of up to tén
percent (10%) of the annual grants made by the Office of Surface Mining to Pennsylvania for
abandoned mine reclamation and all the interest earned on such amounts.

Expenditures from the Fund will be limited to implementation of the approved acid mine
drainage abatement and treatment pian.
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EXHIBIT 11A

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN PARTS D AND E OF THE

RECLAMATION PLAN (AMENDMENT NO. 1)




Rovember 4, 1991

See Attached List

Dear:

Enciosed for your information, review and comments iz a summary
of the new Title IV Abandoned Mine lLands initiatives which are a result
of the FY 91 Ommibus Budget Reconciliatiom Bill, P.L. 101-508.

We are proposing to amend Pennsylvania's Abandoned Mine
Reclamation Plan so that we can implement four new initiatives as defined
in the Legislation. The first initiative (3d) involves reclaiming high
priority bond forfeiture sites where uining occurred bstween August 3,
1977 and July 30, 1982. The second initiative {3d) involves reclaiming
high priority bond forfeiture sites whers the surety weat bankrupt and
mining occurred between August 3, 1577 and September 30, 1990. The
third initistive (3f and 3g) involves satting aside 10 psrcent of our
total grants each fiscal year to establish an acid mine drainage abatement
and treatment fund. The fourth initiative (31) allows wup to 30 percent
of grant funds each year to be used for water supply replacement.

We will prepare the reclamation plan amendment aud submit
it to OSM within the mnext one to two months. Your comments and imput
on these program initiatives, while we are preparing the amendment,
‘would be appreciated.

Please direct any questions or comments to Richard Joyce in
the OSM Management Section at (717) 783-2156.

Sincerely,

Richard J. Bielicki, Dirsctor
Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclanation

Enclosure

ce: Bielicki w/att
Ferko w/att
Meyers w/att
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Harry Barnett, Distriect Manager
Allegheny County Conservation District
208 Acacia Building

875 Greentree Road

Pittsburgh, PA 15220

vicky Michaels, District Manager
Eeaver Commty Conservation District
P.0. Box 40

Beaver, PA 15009

Doxma Pisher, District Manager
Blair County Conservation Distriet
1407 Blair Streaet

Hollidaysburg, PA 16648

Michael Lovegrean, District Manager
Bradford County Conservation District
Stoll Hatural Resource Center

®2.R. #5, Box 5030-C

Towanda, PA 18848

Clair J. Duma, Distriect Manager
Cambria County Conservation District
P.0. Box 187

Ebensburg, PA 15931

Paula I. Barner, District Manager
Camercn County Conservation District
2nd Floor, Courthouse

Eaporium, PA 15834

Jamen J. Clauser, District Manager
Carbon County Conservation District
®.0, Box 346, R.D. #6

Lehighton, PA 18235

Kathleen Shoop, District HManager
Clarion County Conservation District
P.0. Box 468

Mayfield Professional Building
Claricn, PR 16214

Tamee Graham, Digtrict Manager
Clearfield County Conservation District
650 lLeonard Street

Clearfield, PA 16830




Sue Foust, District Hanagex

Clinton County Conservation Distrizt
2 State Route 150

Mill Hall, PA 17751-1631

Maryruth Wagmer, District Manager
Columbia County Comservation District
1127 A 014 Berwick Road

Bloemsburg, PA 17815

Lynn Sandieson, District Manager
Crawford County Conservation District
154 Park Avenue Plaza

Meadville, PA 16335

John Orr, District Manager

pauphin County Conservation District
1451 Paters Monntain Road

Dauphin, PA 17018

Thelma Adams, District Manager
Fayette County Conservation District
253 8, Mt. Varnon Avenue

Uniontown, PA 15401

Tim Noss, District Manager

Pulton County Conservation District
216 North 2nd Street
McComnellshurg, PR 17233

Steve Coss, District Manager
Greene County Comservation District
60 W. High Street

Waynesburg, PA 15370

Andy Patterson, District Manager
Huntingdon Ceunty Conservation District
902 vennsylvania Avenue

Huntingdon, PA 16652

Joarne McCready, District Manager
Lawrence County Conservation District
County Courthouse

¥ew Castle, PA 16101




Charles Wert:, District Manager
Lebanon County Conssrvation District
Suite S

2120 Cornwall Road

Lebanon, PA 17042-9788

Tem Corbett, District MNanager
Lycoming County Conservation District
240 W. Third Streeat

P.0. Box 68

Williamsport, PA 17703

James Mondok, Pistrict Manager
Mercsr County Conservation District
R.D. #2, Box 2055

Marcer, PA 16137

Dave Moratelli, District Manager
Northumberland Commty Conservation District
R.D. #3, Box 238-C

Sunbury, PA 17801

pat Snyder, District Manager

Potter County Conservation District
R.D. §3. Box 107-A Maple View
Coudersport, PA 16915

Craig Morcan, District Manager
Schuylkill County Comservation pistrict
Fairlane Village Hall

Route €1 Morth

Pottaville, PA 17901

David A. Stasle, District Manager
Somerset County Conservation pDistrict
R.D. #5, Box 359

Somerset, PA 15501

Jacquelyn Rouse, District Manager
sullivan County Consarvation District
. R.R. 41Bl

pushore, PA 18614

3di1lian Theophanis, District Manager
Susquehanna County Conservation District
County Office Building

31 Public Avenue

Montrone, PA 1BBOl




Ralph Brugger, District Manager
Tioga County Conservation District
£ East Avenue

wellsboro, PA 18901

Gary Stokum, District Hanager
Washington County Comservation piatrict
602 Courthouse Sguare

wWeshington, PR 15301

Gregory Phillips, District Managexr

Westmoreland County Conservation District

932 B5t. Clair Way
Route 30 East
Creensburg, PA 15601

Xaye lLong, District Manager

Wyoming County Conservation District
rri-County Office Building

n'n- '3

Punkhannock, PA 18657

Erpest Xeller, District Hanager
Lackawanna County Conservation Diatrict
600 8. State St.

Clarks Supmit, PA 18411

Bob Yonker, District Manager

Luzerne County Conservation District
Courthouse Annex

5 Mater Street

Wilkes-Barre, PA 18711




NEH TITLE IY INITIATIVES
- as a result of the -

FY-91 OMNIBUS Budget Reconciliation Bill, PL 101-508

Extends fee collections from the active coal mining industry through September 30,
1995. There is projected to be a $600 million balance in the fund at that time
and appropriations for grants to states could continue for another 3 years.
Pennsylvania operators have payed approximately $245 million into the fund through
federal FY 1990. Total return to Pennsylvania has been over $420 million or 172%.

Provide for interest credited to the Fund. That portion of the fund not necessary
. to meet current withdrawis will be invested by the Secretary of Treasury in public

debt securities with interest credited to the Fund. Annual collections total about
$250 million. Interest should add $40 to $50 million each year.

Changes the ailocation of Funds.

a. Still provides for a 50% return to the state where mining occurred.

b, Provides that 20% of the Secretary's Discretionary share be allocated
to the Secretary of Agriculture for the RAMP program.

¢. Provides Funds to OSM for:

SOAP grants

tmergency construction

Federal AHL projects in non-primacy states
Administration of the program

d. Provides funds for reclamation of high priority bond forfeiture sites where
mining occurred after August 3, 1977: up to the date Pa received Primacy
(July 30, 1982); or, up to September 30, 1990 if the Surety of the forfeiting
operator went bankrupt. All bond proceeds must be used for site reclamation.
Priority is given tg sites in the vicinity of a residential arez or which
‘have an adverse economic impact on the area. Federal Civil Penaity
collections can be used to provide supplemental funds.

It is not clear whether there will be a special grant for this purpose of if
amounts can be set aside from the annual construction grant.

e. DProvides that 40% of the Secretary's Discretionary share be allocated to
states for reclamation of high priority Inventaory sites. Allocation to be
hased upon the nistorical production formuia. (Using this formula
Pennsylvania has been receiving approx 40% of available funds).
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Allows 10% of total grants from "&" and "e" to be deposited within an
interest bearing account for use after Septemper 30, 1995, or, for use
in acid mine drainage abatement and treatment.

—+

g. The AMD fund allows for expenditures, in consultation with SCS, for AMD
abatement and treatment pians approved by OSM for qualified hydroiogic units
affected by coal mining practices.

. qualified hydrologic unit means eligible mining sites where AMD
significantly affects water quality and adversely impacts
biological resources; and, where the state proposes other
expenditures (from forfeitures, fines, penalties, other) for AMD
mitigation.

. a plan must be prepared to: identify the qualified hydrologic unit;
show AMD impact; jdentify sources of AMD; denote individual projects
and measures to abate and treat AMD; cost of the proposed work;
identify existing and proposed sources of funds; anaylze the cost
effectiveness and environmental benefits of the work.

0SHM shall consult with the USBM to obtain comments on the Plan. Priority
will be given to Plans which coordinate with SCS measures under the RAMP
program.

h. A minimum of $2 million shall be allocated to each state where high priority
reciamation work remains.

i. Allows up to 30% of grants from "a" and "e" to be used for water supplies
adversely affected by coal mining practices as long as the adverse effects
occurred predominantly prior to August 3, 1977.

Requires that the Inventory of high priority sites by maintained by the states
and OSM.

Exempts states from liability under any provision of Federal Taw for costs or damages
as a result of action taken or omitted in AML reclamation except for gross
negiigence or intentional misconduct.




Decembar 13, 1991

Jo Ellan Litx, Co~chair

Frank Nejser, Co~Chair

Citizens Coordinating for Clesan Watasr
"X Swatara Watershed Alliance*

2501 Comberland Streast

Labanon, PA 17042

Dear Mz. Litz and Nr. Nalser:

Thank you for your racent letter as rapresentatives of COCN for the Swatara
‘rsek wmtershed. The Departmwnt 18 working on an amendment to our federally approved
Raclamation Plan, as denoted within the correspondence vyou attached from Director
Snyder, Thizx anendnent will address the new initiatives in abandoned mine reclamation
work made possible by the Abandoned Nine Reclamstion Act of 1990.

Public comments to the amendment will be sought throughout the Commonwealth
through public mestings and announcesents. Your cosments would be appreciated.

We will consider all AND impacted watersheds throughout the coal =mining
regions for desigmation as gqualified hydrologic units. As vyou have requested, the
Swatara Creek watarshed will be one of those that will be considered. We will keep
you apprised of any final decisions which effect the Swatara c:rcot g designation
ag 2 qualified hydrologic unit.

Sincerely,

Terry R. Fabilan
Deputy Secretary
for Mineral Resources Mapagsment

TRF/RJB/hds

ce: T. R. Fabian - log date 911205
R. J. Bielicki







CITIZENS COORDINATING FOR CLEAN WATER
"A Swatara Watershed Alliance"

November 20, 1991

Mr. Terry Fabian, DER Ceputy Secretary
Harrisbhurg PA

Dear Sir:

It has been several months since you graciously granted
CCCW an interview. Enclosed please find a follow-up letter
from Harry Snyder, Director of the US Department of Interior,
forwarded by Congressman Walker.

Per page 2, CCCW would appreciate any opportunity to.commenty
on-—-the proposed- ' Feciamation plan ‘amendment. If this letter
is appropriate, in addition to back-filling and reseeding of
formerly mined areas established by Operation Scarlift, may
we suggest that water cdontaminated with“aczd*minead:aigagexhns
droppedjonto high-calcium which could prove both cost- effective
and efficient in clean up?

CCCW would also request that the Swatara Creek watershedsg
be considered for designation as a qualified hydrologic unit..#

cc: Governer Casey Si cerely,
Sec. Davis
Dep. Sec. Grace
Proj. Dir. Trovel (o] Ellen thz, chalr
Sen. Brightbill

Rep. Krebs
Rep. Arnold Frank Melser, co-chair




WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240
OCT 30 jon

Honorable Robert S. Walker
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Walker:

Thank you for your letter of October 4, 1991, to Manuel Lujan,
Jr., Secrerary of the Departmenc of the Iaterior, Tritten-~po-- i
behalf of Jo Ellen Litz ang Frank Meiser. Your letter has been:
forwarded to the 0Office of Surface Mining Reclamation .and
Enforcement (0SM) for response. Ms. Litz and Mr. Meiser are
supporting the expenditure of funds authorized under the Surface
Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (SMCRA) for the

lands. Their specific interest is ln the Swatara Creek

2ine land fund to conduct reclamacion as authorized under SMCRA.
Ms. Litz and Mr. Meiser have already contacted PADER's Deputy

Secretary for Mineral Resources Management, Mr. Terry Fabian. As

United States Department of the Interior AMERICA
OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING R TE—————
Reclamation and Enforcement T-

P

Mr. Fablan advised, funds granted to Pennsylvania through the AML

public health and safety. Watershed and water quality
restoration projects under the Act have been classified as the
next priority, environmental improvement, unless a publiz hezleh
and safety impact is directly related to the site,

The Abandoned Mine Reclamation Acr of 1990, effective October 1,
1991, made several significant additions and modifications to
SMCRA regarding the use of Title IV funds. This Act containsg a

watershed areas qualifying for designation as hydrologic units
affected by coal mining practices.




Honorable Robert S. Walker - 2

The Department of Environmental Resources is currently working on
an amendment to the State AML Reclamation Plan needed to
implement the provisions of the new legislation. Ms. Litz and
Mr. Meiser may wish to contact PADER to determine opportunities
for comment on the proposed reclamation plan amendment and also
request that the Swatara Creek watershed be considered for
designation as a qualf“ied hYvdralagic unit. After raeceiving such
a designation, the watershed would be reviewed for priority
ranking against all qualified hydrologic units Ln the
Commonwealth. The legislation provides that AML set aside funds
may be used to implement abatement and treatment plans on these
areas.

Again, thank you for your interest In the Abandoned Mine Land
program. Please contact me Lf you have additional questions.

Slncerely,

. Pompram s BA ey 08
= fsf Fary L Savder

Harry M. Snyder
Director

[N
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Beaver County Conservation District
P. O. Box 40 - Beaver , PA 15008 - Phane (412) 774-70390

November 15, 1991

Richard J. Bielicki, Director

Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation
P.0O. Box 1647

Harrisburg, PA 17105-1467

Ref: Your letter of 11/4/91

Dear Mr. Bielicki:

The Beaver County Conservation District's main interest has
always been to see that the moneys collected be expeditiously

utilized for the purpose intended in the original legislation.

After reviewing the five new initiatives planned we would support
their intent.

Sincerely,

Vicky Michaels
District Manager

CONSERVATION - DEVELOPMENT - SELF-GOVERNMENT




December 16, 1991

Gary Stokum, District Manager
Washington County Conservationm District
602 Courthouse Square

100 West Bear Street

Washington, PA 15301

Dear Mr. Stokum:

This letter is in reply to your November 13, 1991 letter
concerning five potential project sites in Washington County. In
that letter you suggested that those sites might qualify for funding
under the new initiatives which are a regult of the FY 91 Budget
Reconciliation Bill, P.L. 101-508.

The first site is a bond forfeiture site, Etna Equipment
and Supply Company, CN 85-50, northwest of the town of Richeyville.
Since the date of last mining was in 1983 this project does not qualify
for OSM funding under the old criteria. It also does not presently
qualify under the new initiative whick allows the funding of bond
forfeiture projects where the date of last mining was before July 30,
1982, We are contesting OSM's interpretation on this matter. However,
it does qualify for state bond forfeiture funding. --This project
is on the bond forfeiture project site list as a Priority 1II,
non-primacy site. However, with the large amount of sites on that
1ist, it will be quite some time before this project can be funded
with state bond forfeiture fumnds.

The Vesta No. 6 project, PA 4756, qualifies for OSM funding,
but is currently on hold because of property owner problems. The
new owners are negotiating to have the pile reprocessed and will
not agree to a reclamation project until the outcome of those
negotiations are known. There is also a problem with the site being
possibly used as & mmnicipal waste disposal site. We are eurrently
obtaining information on the municipal waste problem from Centerville
Borough. After the property owner problems are resolved, we will
consider this project for funding.

The other three sites are in PA 0657, PA 1443 and PA 1571.
We have not investigated these sites since they have been considered
0SM Priority III discharges and we have not addressed Priority III
problems under our OSM program to date. However, they may qualify
under the new 0SM funded AMD initiative. After the new AMD initiative
is approved by OSH, these sites can be considered for funding aleng
with the many other AMD sites in the State.




Mr. Gary Stokum -2=- December 1o, 1991

Thank you for your comments and continued support for our
program. Should you have any questions concerning the above, please
contact Richard Joyce in the 0O5M Management Section at {717) 783-2156.

Sincerely,

Richard J. Bielicki, Director
Kureawn of Abandoned Mine Reclamation

cC:




Washington County Conservation District

602 Courthouse Square ® 100 West Beau Street
Washington, PA 15301
Phone 412-228-6774

November 13, 1991

Mr. Richard Joyce

DER Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation
0SM Management Section

PO Box 1467

Harrisburg, A 17105-1467

Dear Mr. Joyce:

Recently, T received a letter from Mr. Richard Bielicki that gave a brief
overview of the Title IV Abandoned Mine Lands initiatives, which are a result
of the FY 91 Budget Reconciliation Bill, P.L. 101-508. Mr. Bielicki was kind
enough to allow us to comment on the reclamation plan amendment that your
office must submit soon to OSM.

There are four sites out of many that T would like to suggest to you for
reciamation under this amended plan. The first site is a land forfeiture site
northwest of the town of Richeyville, in Washington County. I do not have a
site number since the overlays that your bureau provided me with. I have
enclosed a USGS topographic map location of the site. The landowner is Lewis
Baher. His son has in past years expressed interest in the Landowner
Reclamation Program. T can assure you that our Conservation District will
never agree to nor be part of a Landowner Reclamation Project at this
particular site. Without our participation, the possibility of this site
being reclaimed under that program is non existent. I ask, therefore, that
you reclaim the site through the Bond Forfeiture program or through item 3b of
the new Title IV Initiatives (I have enclosed a copy).

_ This particular site outside of Richeyville is discharging a tremendous
amount of heavy metals to our only approved trout waters in Eastern Washington
County. Tt ig adversely affecting Pike Run as a trout stream. The site also
has a sever high wall that is in close proximity to both the tour of
Richeyville and Beallsville, which are residential areas., Please strongly
consider this site for reclamation soon. I fear that if it is not cleaned up,
we will loose a vary valuable trout stream or some young child will lose their
life,

The other three sites are PA 1571 and PA 1443 on the Avella USGS
Quadrangle and PA 0657 on the Midway USGS Quadrangle. These sites are almost
entirely water quality probliems. These three sites constitute the largest AMD
sources in our county. They have completely destroved Raccoon Creek in our
county and in Beaver County. Treatment of these discharges would greatly
improve the economic possibilities of this area since this area could receive
a great deal of development as a result of the expansion of the Pittsburgh
International Airport and proposed new highway systems that our own Senator
Stout is working on. Reduction or abatement of these sites could really help
the economy in this depressed area.

CONSERVATION - DEVELOPMENT - SELF-GOVERNMENT




There is one more site that I would like to suggest. Site PA 4756 con the
California USGS Quadrangle is a site that we have always suggested to your
bureau. This site presents a ceonstant danger to the residents of the town of
Vesta 6. Sediment from the erosion of the extremely steep coal waste piles
continually blocks the drainage ways. This leads to flooding and blockage of
the access to the town preventing any emergency or fire equipment from
entering the tour in a timely manner. This is also an area that may also
develop economically since it is at the end of the newly completed Mon Valley
Expressway.

Please strongly consider all the sites that I have suggested and let me
know via a response letter of your determinations on these sites. Thank you
for allowing us to comment on your pending amendments.

Sincerely,

I

o S

Gary’Stokum
District Manager

|
1
3
|
|
1
?
|
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January 29, 1992

Xurt Leitholf, Executive Director

Pennsyivania Association of Conservation
Pigericts, Inc.

225 Pine Street

Harrisburg, PA 17101

Dear Mr. Leitholf:

Enclosed for your information, review and comments is a draft
copy of our Amendment No. 1 to our Abandoned Mine Reclamation Plan, under
the provisions of the Federal Surface Mining Comtrol and Reclemation Act
of 1977. This amendment updates onr Reclamation Plan and incorporates
the new Title IV Abandoned Mime Lands initiatives which are a result of
the FY 91 Omnibus Budget Reconciliation B{ill, P.L. 101-508&.

The Plan Amendment consists of two new parts that will be added
to the original Plan. Part D contains updates of the information, policies
and procedures contained in the original Plan that affect both the original
P.L. 95-87 Program and the new P.L., 101-508 initiatives. Part E contains
a description of Pennsylvania's proposed program modifications to implement
the new P.L. 101-508 initiatives and provides the information regarding
these initiatives specifically required by OSM's regulations.

We will be publishing a newspaper notice in each coal county
which will adviee the public of our intention to submit the Flan Amendment
to 0SM. In the 31 counties which signed the MOU with us, that notice will
also state that if they want a copy of the Plan Amendment they caa contact
our offices in Harrisburg, Wilkes-Barre or Ebensburg, or the local County
Congervation District office. In the 14 ceounties which did not sign the
MOU with us, that motice will state that if they want a copy of the Plan
Amendment they can contact our offices only.

Pleage review the enclosed draft Amendment and send us your
comments, if any, within the next 30 days. Should you have any guestions
concerning this draft Plan Amendment, please contact Richard Joyce in the
0SM Management Section at (717) 783-2156.

- Sincerely,

Richard J. Bielicki, Director
Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation

Enclosure

-

ce: Bfelicki
Ferko -
Mevers
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January 2%, 1%92

Sue Attached List

Dear:

Enclosed for your information, review and commentsz is a draft
copy of Amendment Ro. 1 to our Abandoned Mine Reclamation Plan, under
the provisions of the Federal Surface Mining Control and Beciamation Act
of 1977. This amendment updates our Reclamation Plan and incorperates
the new Title IV Abandoned Mine Lands initiatives vhich are a rvesult of
the FY 21 Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Bill, P.L. 101-585. The first
initiative involves reclaiming high priority bond forfeiture sites where
mining occurred between Aungust 3, 1977 and July 30, 1932. The second
initiative involves reclaiming high priority bond forfeirure sires where
the surety went bankrupt and mining occurred between August 3, 1977 and
November 5, 1990, The third imitlative involves setting aside 10 percent
of our total grants each fiscal year to egtablish an acid mine drainage
abatement and treatment fund. The feurth (nitiative allows up toc 30 percent
of grant funds each year to be used for water supply replacement projects.

whe Plan Amendment comsists of two new parts that will be added
to the original Plan. Part I comtains updates of the information, policles
and procedures contained {n the original Plan that affect botli the original
P.L. 95-R7 Program =and the new P.L. 101-506 initiatives., Part K contains
a description of Pennsvlivania's proposed program modifieations to implement
the new P.L. 101-502 initiativee and provides the information regarding
these initiatives epecifically required by 0OSH's regulations.

We will be publishing a newspaper notice in each coal county
which will advise the public of our intention to submit the Plan Amendment
to OSM. That notice will also state that {f they want a copy of the Plan
Amendmenc thevy can cortaclt our offices in BHarvisburg, Wilkes-Barre, OF

Ebensburg.




Jee Attached List -2- January 2%, 1992

Please review the onclosed draft smendment and send us  your
comments, if any, within the next 30 days. Should yon have any questions
concerning this drafr Amendment, please contact 2ichard Joyce in the OSM

Management Section at (717} 783~2156.

Sincerely,

Richard J. Bielicki, Director
Pureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation

Enclosure

ce: DBielleki J
Perko ~
Meyers g
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The Honorable James J. Rhoades
Senate of Pennsvlvania

Senate Post Office Box #20
Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120

The Homorable J. William Lincoln

Senate of Penmnavivania
Senate Post Office Box #32
Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, P4 17120

David Aloe, President
Aloe Ccal Company

P. O. Box 9327

Neville Island, PA 15225

Mr. Andrew Drebitko, .Ir.
Drew Development Company
14 North 3rd Street
Minersville, PA 17954

Mr. Walter E. Fike
k. b. #3, Box 27¢
Clarion, PA 16214

Mr. Walter H. Heine

Walter H. Heine Asgociates, Inc.

P. €. Box 460
Boiling Springs, PA 17007

¥Mr., Bernard Hoffnar
R. D.
Six Mile Run, PA 16679

The Honorable John Il. Wozniak
House of Representatives
Hiouse Post Office Box #134
Hain Capitol Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120

The Honorable David G. frgall
House of Revresentatives
House Pase Office Box #162
Hain Capitel Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120




John €. Oliver, President
Western Pennsvylvania Conservancy
316 Fourth Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15222

Dr. Brizn Redmond
Wilkes University

P. ©., Boxn 111
Wilkes-Barre, PA 13766

Mrs. Gail Rockwood
218 Hays Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15241

Mr. John Prushnok

P & ¥ Coal Company

P. (. Box 332
Punxsutawney, P& 15787

Fred Wolf, P.E.

Penn Equipment Corporation
Main and Mill Streets

Port Carbon, PA 17965




David BE. Rupert, District Manager
Armstrong County Conservation District
Armsdale Administration Building

RD £#8, Boz 294

Kittanning, P4 16201

Terrvy Miller, District lanapger
Bedford County Comservation District
702 West Pitt Street

Fairiswn Court, Suite 4

Bedford, PA 15522

Ronald Fodor, District Manager
Butler County Comservation Bistrict
Sunnvyviev Home

711 Morton Avenue

Butler, PA 16001

Robert F. Sweitzer, District Manager
Centre County Conservation District
1207 Zion Road, Suite 2

Bellefonte, PA 16823

Robert Dippeld, District Manager
E1k County Conservation District
Courthouse

P.0. Box A4E

Ridgway, PAa 15853

Tom Jamieson, District Manager
Forest County Conservation District
P.0. Box 456

Tisnasta, PA 16353

Lou Kopezvk, District Hanager
Indiaria County Conservation District
Ag Service Center

251 Re. 286 H.

indiana, PA 15701-9011

Robv Grose, Districr lianager

Jefferson County Ceonservation District
7.D. #3, Service Center

Brogkville, P4 135825

Ernest Keller, Districr Manager
Lackawanna County Conservation Districr
600 5., State St.

Clarks Summit, Pa 18411




Bob Yonker, District Hanager
Luzerne Councy Congservation Distriet
Courthousc ANNeEX

5 Water Street

Wilkes=Barre, PA 18711

James Johnson, Digtrict Manager
McRean County Conservation Digtriet
Drawer E

Custer City. PA 16725

Daniel Yahner, District Manager
Venango County Conservation District
R. D. #4, Box 665

Franklin, PA 16323

Todd Fantaski, District Manager
Warren County Comservation District
110 Yankee Bush Road

Varrem, PA 16365

Robert Muller, Distriet Manager
Wayne County Congervation District
Ag Service lenter

470 Sunrise Avenue

Honesdale, PA 18431
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Jauuary 29, 1992

Sas Attached List

Dears

Zuclosed for your information, reviaw and commants is a draft
copy of Amandment No. 1 to our Abandoned Mine Reclamation Plan, under
the provisions of the Federal Surisce Hining Comtrol and Reelamation
Act of 1977. TYhis amandment updates our Raclamation Plan and incorperates
the new Title IV Absandened KEine Lands initiatives which are a result
of the ¥Y 91 Omnibus Budget Reconciliatiem Bill, P.L. 101-508. This
draft amendmaat follows our November &, 1991 letter which requested your
conments on the four nev initiatives.

The Plan Amendment consists of two naw parts that will be added
to the original Plan. Part D contains updates of the informatiom, policies
and procedures contained in the originsl Plan that affect both the original
P.L. 95-87 Program and the nev P.L. 101-508 initistives. Psrt E contaiuns
& description of Pennsylvania's proposed program modifications to implemsnt
the nmew P.L. 101-508 initistives snd provides the information regarding
these initistives specifically required by 0sM's regulatiouns.

Ve will be publishing & newspaper notice in each coal county
which will advise the public of our intemtion to submit the Plan Amendment
to 0SM. That metice will also state that i1f they want a copy of the
Plan Amendment they can contact our offices in Harrisburg, Wilkes-Barre,
or Ebensburg, or the local County Congervation District office. Ve
appreciate your assistance in this matter.

' Plessa raview the enclosed draft Amendmant and send us your
commants, if any, within the mext 30 dsys. Should you have any questions
concarning this draft Asendment, please contact Richard Joyce in the
OSM Managemsnt Section at (717) 783~2156. '

Bincerely,

Richard J. Bielicki, Director
Bureau of Abandoned Mine Beclamation

Enclosure

v
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Harry Barnett, District Manager
Allegheny County Conservation District
208 Acacia Building

875 Greentree Road

Pittsburgh, PA 15220

Vicky Michaels, District Minager
Beaver County Camservation Digtrict
P.0. Box 40

Beaver, PA 15009

Donna Fisher, District Manager
Blair County Conservation Diatrict
1407 Blair Street

Hollidaysburg, PA 16648

Michael Lovegreen, District Manager
Bradford County Conservation District
Stoll Natural Resource Centar

R.R. #5, Box 5030-C

Towanda, PA 18848

| Clair J. Dumm, District Manager
Cambria County Conservation District
P.0O. Box 187

Ebensburg, PA 15931

Paula I. Barner, Diastrict Manager
Cameron County Conservation Distriet
2nd Floor, Courthouse -

" Emporium, PA 15834

James J. Clauser, District Manager
Carbon County Conservation District
P.0. Box 346, R.D. #6

Lehighton, PA 18235

Kathleen Shoop, District Manager
Clarion County Comservation District
P.0. Box 468

Mayfield Professional Building
Clarion, PA 16214

| Tamee Graham, District Manager
Clearfield County Conservation District
650 Leonard Street
Clearfield, PA 16830




Sue Foust, District Manager

Clinton County Conservation District
2 State Route 150 ’
Mill Hall, PA 17751-1631

Maryruth Wagner, District Manager
Columbia County Conservation District
1127 A 01d Berwick Road

Bloomsburg, PA 17815

Lynn Sandieson, District Manager
Crawford County Conservation District
154 Park Avenue Plaza

‘Meadville, PA 16335

John Orr, District Manager

Dauphin County Conservation District
1451 Peters Mountain Road

Dauphin, PA 17018

Thelma Adams, District Manager
Fayette County Conservation District
253 5. Mt. Vernon Avenue

Uniontown, PA 15401

Tim Noss, District Manager

Fulton County Comservation District
216 North 2nd Street
MeConnellsburg, PA 17233

Steve Coss, District Manager

Greene County Conservation Disgtrict
60 W. High Street

Waynesburg, PA 15370

Andy Patterson, District Manager
Huntingdon County Conservation District
902 Pennsylvania Avenue

Huntingdon, PA 16652

Joanne McCready, District Manager
Lawrence County Conservation District
County Courthouse

New Castle, PA 16101




Charles Wertz, District !Manager
Lebanon County Cemservation Distriet
Suite 5

2120 Cormwall Road

Lebanon, PA 17042-9788

Tom Corbett, District Manager
Lycoming County Comservation District
240 W. Third Street

P.O. Box 68

Williamsport, PA 17703

James Mondok, Diatrict Manager
Mercer County Comservation District
R.D. #2, Box 2055

Mercer, PA 16137

Dave Moratelli, District Manager
Northumbarland County Consarvation District
E.D. #3, Box 238-C

Sunbury, FA 17801

Pat Soayder, District Manager
Potter County Consarvation District
R.D. #3, Box 107-A Maple View
Coudersport, PA 16%15

Craig Morgan, District Manager
Schuylkill County Conservation District
Fairlane Village Msll

Route 61 North

Pottsville, FA 17901

David A. Steele, Digtrict Mamager
Somerset County Conservation District
. R.B. #5, Box 359

Somerset, PA 15501

Jacquelyn Rouse, District Manager
Sullivan County Conservation Diatrict
R.R. 4131

Dushore, PA 18614

)
1
]
|
!

Lillian Theophanis, District Manager
Susquehanna County Conservatiom District
Commty Office Building

31 Public Averme

Montrosa, PA 18801




Ralph Brugger, District Manager
Tiocga County Conservation District
5 East Avenue i
Wellsboro, PA 16901

Gary Stokum, District Manager
Washington Gounty Comservation District
602 Courthouse Square

Washington, PA 15301

Gregory Phillips, District Manager
Westmoreland County Conservation District
932 3t. Clair Way

Boute 30 East ,

Gresnsburg, PA 15601

Faye Long, District Manager

Wyoming County Comservatiom Distriet
Tri-County Office Building

R.D. #3 _

Tunkhannock, PA 18657




Environmental Resources
February 6, 1992 )

Reclamation Plan Amendment Raview
OBM Title IV Prodra=m

A. H. Victor, Chief william ¥. Shakely, Director
Engineering and Contracts Bureau of Legal Services

Richard J. Biellicki, Director
Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation

Attached for your information, review and comments iz a draft copy of
Amendment NHo. 1 to our Abandoned Mine Reclamation Plan, under the
provisions of the Pederal Surface Miping Control and Reclamation Act
of 1977. ‘*his Amendment updates our Reclamation Plan and incorporates
the new Titla IV Abandoned Mine Lands initiatives which ars a result
of the FY 91 Omnibus Budget Reconciliatiom Bill, P.L. 101-508.

whe first initiative involves reclaiming high priority bond forfeiture
sites where mining occurred between August 3, 1977 and July 230, 1982.
she second initiative imvolves reclaiming high priority pond forfeiture
sites where the surety went bankrupt and mining occurred betwaen August 3,
1977 and November 5, 1990. The third initiative involves setting aside
10 percent of our total grants each fiscal year to establish an acid
mine drainage abatement and treatment #fumd. The fourth initiative allows
up to 30 percent of grant funde each year to be used for water supply
replacemant projects.

The Plan Amendment consists of two new parts that will bae added to the
original Plan. Part D contains updates of the information, policies
and procedures contained in the original Plan that affect both the original
p.L. 95-87 Program and the new P.L. 101~508 initiatives., Part E contains
a description of Pennsylvania's proposed program modifications to implemant
the new P.L. 101-508 initiatives and provides the information regarding
these initiatives specifically reguired by OSM's regulations.

Please review the attached draft Amendwent and send us your CONWents,
- 4f any, within the naxt 30 days. Should you have any questions concerning
this draft Amendment, please contact Richard Joyce in the OS¥ Management
Section at (717) 783-2156. ‘
Attachment
ect Bielicki;,)’
Perko

S

5

-




STD—-B01, 9=86

March 2, 1992
DATE:

Reclamation Plan Amendment Review

SUBJECT: gsM Title IV Program

' Mr. Richard J. Bielicki, Director
To: Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation
Department of Environmental Resources

EROM: JJZZé;L¢A’k"”
Ross E. Starner C}Jiﬂﬁ”é;

Comptroller
Department of Epvironmental Resources

This office has reviewed the draft copy of Amendment No. 1 to the Abandoned
Mine Reclamation Plan. We have no changes or comments for the plan.

We appreciate the opportunity to review the draft. If you have any further
questions concerning this matter, please contact at 2-7000.

mas




yebruary 6, 1992

Reclamation Plan Amendment Review
oSX Title IV Program -

noss E. Starner, Comptroller
Comptroller's office

zichard J. 2ielicki, Diracter
Buresu of Abandoned pine Esclamation

Attached for Yyour information, review and comments is a draft copy of
Amendment ¥o. 1 to our Abandoned MNine Reclamation Plan, under the
provisions of ths Federal Surface Mininy Contrel and Reclamation Act
of 1977. This Amendment updates our Reclamation Plan and incerporates
the new Title IV Abandoned Nine Lands initiatives which are a result
of the FY 91 Camibus Budget Reconciliatiom B1ll, P.L. 101-508.

whe first initiative involves reclaiming high priority bond forfeiture
sites where mining occurred betwsan August 3, 1977 aad July 30, 198B2.
vhe second initistive involves reclaiming high priority bond forfeiture
sites whare the surety weat bamkrupt and mining occurred batweean Angust 3,
1977 and November S, 19%0. The third initistive involves setting aside
10 percent of our total graats each figeal year to establish an acid
nine drainsge abatsment and trsatment fumd. The fourth initiative allows
up to 30 perceat of grant funds each year to be used for water supply

replacemant projects.

a description of Femmsylvanisa‘’s preposed program modifications to implement
the mew F.L. 101-508 jnitistives and provides the i{nformation regarding
thess initiatives specifiocally required by OSR's regulationas.

we wounld like to take this opportwnity to thank vou for Yyour assistancs
. in setting wp the Acid Nime Drainage Abatement and Treatmant vund that
is referenced in this PFlan Amandment..

Please roview ths attached draft Amendment and send us your comments,
if any, within the next 30 days. Should you have any questions concerning
this draft Amendmant, please contact Richard Jovce in the OEM Managament
Bection st (717) 783-2156.

Attachment
2
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March 5, 1992

Mr. Bernard Hoffnar

R.D.
gix Mile Run, PA 16679

Dear Mr. Hoffnar:

fhank you for your comments tO our draft Amendment No. 1 to
onur Abandoned Mine Reclamation FPlan. gince your comments Wwere given
to me by phone, I am enclosing a written copY of your comments 80 that
you may review them for accuracy. 1f you would like to make any changes
or add to them, please send your additional comments to me in writing
py March 26, 1992, so that we can also include them in our submission
of comments to O8SM. 1f we do not receive any response from you, we will
assume that the anclosed summary is accurate as written.

Should you have any quastions, please call ne at (717} 783-2156.

fincerely,

Richard L. Joyce, Hiping Engineser
\/ sursau of Abandcned Mins Reclamation
/




Comments to Reciamation Plan Amendment

Mr. Bernie Hoffnar called on February 13, 1992 at 8:15 AM to give the
following comments:

I-B. (page 5) - DER should inventory and document the extent of the
problem to be covered by the new interim sites reclamation program.

II-F. (page 8) = The new accounts from OSM (AML fee collection fund)
is now interest bearing. Can current and future projects be
taken from the 1980's accounts first? Can the projects be drawn
from the account which is non-interest bearing first?

ITI-C. (page 8) - (a) Add the MOU between the Bureau of Abandoned Mine
Reclamation and the Conservation Districts to Part C.

b. Add coordination with Conservation Districts through the
Bureau of Soil and Water Conservation to Part C.

c. We should coordlnate with Chesapeake Bay Program for AMD
projects.

III-F (in original Plan). - Add to plan amendment, Section III-F - Public
Participation - The potential project lists for Title IV projects
have been sent out to the Conservation Districts by the Bureau

of Abandoned Mine Reclamation.




Harch 9, 1992

Kathleen A. Stroop, District Manager
Clarion County Conservation District
P.0. Box 468

Mayfield Professional Building
Clarion, PR 16214

Dear Ms. Stroops

Thank you for your comment in your letter dated PFebruary 18, 1992,
concerning our draft Amendment Wo. 1 to the Abandoned Mine Reclamation Plan,
We apologize for misspelling your name and have corrected our records.

In your letter, you requasted that we delete tha phrase "...from
coal mining practices” from the sentance on page 20 - Part E, Section IV{A).
We cannot make that change since it is an exact quote from both the Act as
amended and the draft regulations as shown in the enclosed information.

Should you have any further questions or comments concerning this
Araft Amendment, please contact Richard Joyeca in the OSM Managsment Section
at (717) 783-2156.

Sincerely,

Richard J. Biaelicki, Director
Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation

RIB:DCH:nt




Clarion Conservation District

a

=

Box 468, Clarion. Pennsylvania 16214

February 18, 1992

Richard J, Bielicki, Director
Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation
Department of Environmental Resources
P.0. Box 1467

- Harrisburg, PA 17105-1467

Dear Mr. Bielicki:

We have reviewed the draft Amendment No. 1 to the Abandoned
Mine Reclamation Plan as requested in your letter dated January 29,

1992. The only change we see to be made is as follows:

Page 20 - Part E, section IV, Para. A -

delete "...from coal mining practices"

Sincerely,

, K azhy L)

Rathleen A. Stroop
District Manager

P.5. Please note correct spelling of last name. I have repeatedly
requested that this be changed but the computer does not seem
to want to correct it.

CONSERVATION - DEVELOPMENT . SELF-GOVERNMENT

Phone 226-4070




March 25, 1992

Mr. Bernard Hoffnar
R.D.
Six Mile Run, PA 16679

Dear Mr.-.Hoffnar:

Thank you for your additional comments to our draft Amendment
No. 1 to our Abandoned Mine Reclamation Plan sent February 25, 1992.
Enclosed are our responses to your comments given February 13, 1992 and
February 25, 1992. '

Sincerely,

-

i ) Richard L. Joyce, Mining Engineer
i ‘ Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation

Enclosure . =
_H\_‘Y . "
AEF :MCH thaw
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1.

2.

Responses to comments given Februwary 13, 1992

I-B OSM has determined that Iinterim period Ssites will not be
added to their inventory of AML problems.

IT-F The federal government controls the Fund and all contributions
and disbursements from the Fund.

3. ITI-C (a) This MOU is not established by law nor 1is it required

4.

as part of the Federal program. The Conservation District
parties to the MOU may withdraw or enter (reenter) into
the agreement as desired. These actions could lead
to Reclamation Plan Amendments being necessary on a
very frequent basis.

(b) Coordination with Conservation Districts is documented
in Part B, Section III, Item F, Public Participation.

(c) To the extent necessary, our AMD program will coordinate
our activities with other remediation and reclamation
efforts in the vicinity of these projects. '

III-F Coordination with Conservation Districts is documented in

Part B, Section III, Public Participation.

February 25, 1992 - Additional Comments:

1.

The original Plan is available for review at the Bureau of Abandoned
Mine Reclamation offices listed with the Pennsylvania Bulletin
notice.

The comment does not provide specifics. We believe the Amendment
is comprehensive and complete and meets all Federal reguirements
Iincluding 30 CFR 884.13.

The Reclamation Plan is a requirement of the Federal Title IV grants
program and, as such, is funded by that Federal program. Our 1983
Plan and this Amendment respond to the Federal Requirements.

The Amendment will allow implementation of new Title IV initiatives

recently authorized by Congress. To that extent, it Is an addition
to our 1983 Plan.

The exhibits are attached.

The Department is required to address Priority 1 and 2 problems
as defined by OSM's Inventory. This Amendment will allow use of
funds to address other than Inventory problems.

OSM has decided that the Interim sites will not be inventoried.
They have retained the authority to approve or disapprove funding
for interim sites on an as requested basis.




10.

1I.

12.

13.

Pennsylvania has the authority to eliminate health, safety and
general welfare Priority 1-and 2 problems in the most expedient
and cost effective ways. We are not constrained to use Inventory
defined approaches if other approaches prove better or more
economical. '

The Federal government controls the Fund and all contrikbutions
and disbursements from the Fund. '

The Department cooperates with the Mining and Reclamation Advisory
Board (MRAB} as an advisory body according to state law. This
Amendment will not change that relationship.

We do not believe that programmatic liens (on private properties)
are necessary nor desirable where the Department takes action to
abate eligible AMD problems.

Please see the comments to items (3a), (3b), and (3c) in the first
section.

This Amendment satisfies a Federal requirement before funding will
be made available to address these new initiatives. The Amendment
does not require a comprehensive Inventory of initiative areas
nor does it require us to commit to specific and unalterable
procedures or policies.




Comments +o Reclamation Plan Amendment

Mr. Bernie Hoffnar called on February 13, 1992 at 8:153 AM to give the
following comments:

(:) I-B. {page 5) - DER should inventory and document the extent of the
problem to be covered by the new interim sites raclamation program.

II-F. (page 8) - The new accounts from OSM (AML fee collection fund)
is now interest bearing. Can current and future projects be

taken from the 1980's accounts first? Can the projects be drawn
from the account which is non-interest bearing first?

C:) III-C. (page 8) - {a) Add the MOU between the Bureau of Abandoned Mine
Reclamation and the Conservation Districts te Part C.

b. Add coordination with Conservation Districts through the
Bureau of Soil and Water Conservation to Part cC.

We should coordinate with Chesapeake Bay Program for AMD
projects. :

(j) III-F (in original Plan). - Add to plan amendment, Section III-F - Public
Participation - The potential project lists for Title IV projects
have been sent out to the Conservation Districts by the Bureau

of Abandoned Mine Reclamation.
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Subject:

To:

From:

A#-"C«[ﬁur‘ XA B

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Environmentai Resources
March 3, 1992

Authority to Conduct An Abandoned
Mine Land Reclamation Program

Richard Bielicki
Director
Bureau of Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation

Virginia Davison U'JO
Assistant Counsel
Bureau of Legal Services

This office has been asked for an opinion concerning the authority of the Department of
Environmental Resources to establish, administer and conduct a program for Reclamation of
Abandoned Mine sites in accordance with Title [V of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act
of 1977, Act of August 3, 1977, P.L. 95-87, 91 Stat. 445, 30 USC §1201 gt seq., as amended

("SMCRA").

In the opinion of this office, the Department of Environmental Resources is so authorized.
This authority comes from the following Pennsylvania laws: The Land and Water Conservation and
Reclamation Act, Act of January 19, 1968, P.L. 966 (1967), No. 443 as amended, 32 P.S. §5101 &t
seq.; The Act of May 7, 1935, P.L. 141, 52 P.S. §309 et seq.; The Coal Mine Sealing Act of 1947,
Act of June 30, 1947, P.L. 1177, as amended, 52 P.S. §28.1 et seq.; The Act of April 3, 1968, P.L.
92, No. 42, 52 P.S. §30.201 g seq.; The Act of July 19, 1965, No. 117, as amended, 52 P.S.
§30.101 gt seq.; The Clean Streams Law, Act of June 22, 1937, P.L. 1987, as amended, 35 P.S.
§691.1 et seq.; and the Administrative Code of 1929, Act of Aprit 9, 1929, P.L. 177, as amended,

Section 1915-A, 71 P.S. §510-15.

-The Commonwealth has also made specific arrangements so that it can effect the provisions of
30 USC §1232(g)(6), which allows states to set aside ten percent (10%) of their total annual grants for
use in acid mine drainage and treatment without regard to the statute’s general three-year limitation on

expenditure of grant monies.

In accordance with the requirements of Section 1232(g)(7), the Commonwealth has created the
Acid Mine Drainage Abatement and Treatment Fund, a separate and distinct special revenue fund in
the Commonwealth’s treasury. Revenues in thar fund will consist onty of the set-asides of up to ten
percent (10%) of the annual grants made by the Office of Surface Mining to Pennsyivania for
abandoned mine reciamation and all the interest earned on such amounts.

Expenditures from the Fund wiil be limited to implementation of the approved acid mine
drainage abatement and treatment plan.
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April 8§, 1992

T Tt it

James F. Eshelman, Chairman

Bedford County Conservation District
702 w. Pitt Street

Suite 4, Fairlawn Court

Bedford, PA 15522“x.

Dear Mr. Eshelman:

Thank you for your March 18, 1992 comments to our Draft Amendment
No. 1 to our Abandoned Mine Reclamation Plan. Enclosed are our responses

to your comments.

If yoa have any gquestions concerning our program, please call
Richard Joyce in the OSM Management Section at (717) 783~2156.

Sincerely,

Richard J. Bielicki, Director
Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation

Enclosure,

P
cec: ?jlick::.

RJB p/baw




Reply to the Bedford County Conservation District March 18, 1392 letter

1. The original Reclamation Plan plus the proposed Amendment will provide
a comprehensive document which meets all Federal mandates and authorizes

grant funding.

2. This is a Congressional anthorization allowing use of Title IV monies
where the mine operator and the surety guaranteeing bonds have both
suffered bankruptcy and no state funds are available for reclamation.

3. With regard to the Exhibits, see Attachment A Responses Nos. 4 and 9.
OMB Circular A-102 is described as the uniform administrative requirements
for grants-in-aid to state and local governments from the Federal government.
It establishes standards for consistency and uniformity among Federal
agencies in the administration of grants.

4. Remining is addressed through the Title V regulatory process and is
not authorized by, nor is it a part of, the Title IV program.

Reply to Attachment A - Bedford County Conservation District March 18, 1992
letter.

1. The Federal Act (PL 101-508) authorizes state establishment of an interest
bearing account for eligible acid mine drainage abatement projects.
The account can be established after October 1, 1991 and after the
state Reclamation Plan is amended. Up to 10% of grant funds received
from the Federal Governmment under Title IV can be deposited within
the account. Also as a result of PL 105-508, interest now accrues
to all unappropriated Federal AML funds collected since 1977.

2. The Bureau is receptive to exploring development of MOU's with other
entities.

3. No change In Exhibit 1 is necessary.

4. A copy of Exhibit 2 is attached to this response and it will be included
in the Plan Amendment submitted to OSM.

5. No change in our Reclamation Plan reference to the National Inventory
is reguired.

6. Contrary to this comment, contlnuous coordination is maintained with
SCS and significant coordination with MOU signatory Conservation Districts
has been accomplished.

7. No change to our Reclamation Plan regarding land acquisition, management
and disposal, reclamatzon on private land, or Rights-of~Entry is reguired.

8. We believe that the Conservation Districts are the best direct contact

) for comments regarding this Plan Amendment. Also, a notice was placed
in a newspaper in each of the 45 coal counties and in the Pennsylvania
Bulletin making available the proposed Reclamation Plan Amendment to

the public for comment.

9. Exhibit 5 is provided with this response and it will be included in
the Plan Amendment submitted to OSM.




10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15,

lé.

i

The map denoted as Exhibit 12 was provided in the original Plan to
show general locations of eligible lands and waters. The exhibit Is
still satisfactory for its intended use. :

Pennsylvania will continue to be guided by OSM regqulations and policies
related to eligible water supply replacement projects. A reproduction
and listing of OSM documents in this regard iIs not necessary. Further
information related to water supply replacement requirements is contained
within Part E, Secticn V of the Amendment.

We continue to solicit Information from all citizens related to AML
problems. We would welcome your assistance in better defining eligible

AML problems within Pennsylvania.

The proposed solutions referred to are denoted as "some of the more

common techniques” and are listed for informational purposes only.

They are not a restrictive listing. Pennsylvania is permitted to utilize

any and all effective, efficient and economical techniques in AML reclamation

work.
This comment was addressed above in response number 2 to your letter.

It was determined that the project ranking and selecticns criteria
of the Reclamation Plan would not be amended.

The Title IV Program is a supplement to all of the programs mentioned.
This Amendment will not alter that relationship.




Subject:

To:

From:

Exhibit 2

Commonwealth of Pennsyivania
Environmentai Resources
March 3, 1992

Authority to Conduct An Abandoned
Mine Land Reclamation Program

Richard Bielicki
Director
Bureau of Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation

Virginia Davison tp‘{j
Assistant Counsel
Bureau of Legal Services

This oftice has been asked for an opinion concerning the authority of the Department of
Environmental Resources to establish, administer and ¢conduct a program for Reclamation of
Abandoned Mine sites in accordance with Title IV of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act
of 1977, Act of August 3, 1977, P.L. 95-87, 91 Stat. 445, 30 USC §1201 et seq., as amended

("SMCRA").

In the opinion of this office, the Department of Environmental Resources is so authorized.
This authority comes trom the following Pennsylvania laws: The Land and Water Conservation and
Reclamation Act, Act of January 19, 1968, P.L. 966 (1967), No. 443 as amended, 32 P.S. §5101 et
seq.; The Act of May 7, 1935, P.L. 141, 52 P.S. §309 et seq.; The Coal Mine Sealing Act of 1947,
Act of June 30, 1947, P.L. 1177, as amended, 52 P.S, §28.1 gt seq.; The Act of April 3, 1968, P.L.
92, No. 42, 52 P.S. §30.201 gt seq.; The Act of July 19, 1965, No. 117, as amended, 52 P.S.
§30 101 et seq.; The Clean Streams Law, Act of June 22, 1937, P.L. 1987, gs amended, 35 P. S.
§691.1 et seq.; and the Administrative Code of 1929, Act of April 9, 1929, P.L. 177, as amended,

Section 1915-A, 71 P.S. §510-13. -

The Commonwealth has also made specific arrangements so that it can effect the provisions of
30 USC §1232(g)6), which allows states to set aside ten percent (10%) of their total annual grants for
use in acid mine drainage and treatment without regard to the statute’s general three-year limitation on

expenditure of grant monies,

In accordance with the requirements of Section 1232(g)(7), the Commonwealth has created the
Acid Mine Drainage Abatement and Treatment Fund, a separate and distinct special revenue fund in
the Commonweaith’s treasury. Revenues in that fund wiil consist oniy of the set-asides of up to ten
percent (10%) of the annual grants made by the Office of Surface Mining to Pennsylvania for
abandoned mine reciamation and all the interest earned on such amounts.

Expenditures trom the Fund will be limited to implementation of the approved acid mine
drainage abatement and treatment pian.
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Bedford County Conservation District

702 W. PITT STREET. SUITE 4, FAIRLAWN COURT, BEDFORD, PENNSYLVANIA 15522
TELEPHONE: DISTRICT - (814) 623-6706 or (814) 623-8099
GYPSY MOTH - (814) £23-2426
Mai-ch 18, 195d (

S=parvement of Environmental Rgsouwrces
Bursau oFf Abandemed Mine Resclamation
S0 Bo 1447

Mareisburg, FA 17105-1457

,.
LA

[l

chnard J. Sielickl, Director

=
=i
.

Dear Mr. Fielicki,

s oedford Conservation District has reviewsd the Abandoned Mine
~iamation Flan, Amencment Number 1 as provided with vowr cover latier

cvacla
“aued January 29, 1992. Some general concerns are included in this letter.
& utnree page list of specific comments is attached with this letter.

Fernevlivaniais entire Abandoned Mine FRaclamation Flan should be

1. =
raviewad and updated. The current document dated 129832 and the
propozed amendments don't reflect changes in technology and cthey
appropriate developments,

2. It does not seem appropriate %o use federal reclamation dellars to

reclaim mond forfteiturs sites that cccurred between the time

Fennsylvania was granted primary and NMovember I, 1990, This is

=imply & way out Tor state programs that 4id not do & good job.

. Thae olan amendmeint refers to exhiblits and other mater'al- that are
Aot included with the reviaw material. In at l=ast one instancs
reference i3 made o CMB circulayr A—102 What is thisz document and
now Goes it Felate to the planm and/or the amended plan.

93]

The =tate of FPennsylvania encourages remining of :bmrdaned mined
lands throuch thes permitting process.  Remining of oravigusly
abandoned areas is a logical way to veclalm many ar=as. FRemining
should be inciluded in the plan znd cbisctives developed.

b

etter arovides more detziled comments regarding

Stzacnment & wiliith This
o eh = 1ipe Reclamation Flan and Amendmant Mumber one.

T
i
fAnanconea

fames F. Sshelman. Chailrman
Tedford Conservation Distirict

sachmsanst: one

o= Tmyyy  Fabian
Hob KauTman
CONSERVATION - DEVELOPMENT - SELF- GOVERNMENT




Attachment A

BEDFORD CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Comments
on the
Pennsylvania Abandoned Mine Reclamation Flan
Amendment No. 1

Fage 8, Fart D, II F mentions an interest bearing nsw account faor
the AMD set aside program. Is this interest bearing set-up
restricted to only the AMD agcount? Deoes interest automatically
acerue to all the money that is related to the aMl fund o only
on Tunde collected noneys atter 19907

(:) On Fage 9, Fart D, III C the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)

with the Pemmsylvania Fish Commission expired without renewal on
April 20, i987. A new MOU should be developed or the supired MOU
should be renewed. The Bureau should also explorz development of
MOU'zs with other entities.

On Fage 12 FART E I A& reference iz made to Exhibit I. As stated
in the attached letter no Exhibits where provided with Amendment
one. Furthermore Exhibit one in the plan of 1983 is signed by
Governor Miltonm Shapp and the letter is dated Neoevember 1, 197d.
Would it not be more appropriate for Governor Casey's signature

to be included on a new Exhibit one?

69 On FPage 12 Part E I-B reference is made to Exhibit 2A. No
exhibit was provided with the Amendment one provided to us.
Exhibit twe in the (7983 plan includes 2 legal cpinicon Trcm
Adttorney General Gerald Gormish that is datsd November 15, 1978.
Is the zupplemental I=gal ocpinion provided by curvent Attorney
General Freate?

C:)On Fage 13, Fart E, I C 1 reference is made to the 1983 plan
regarding policies and procedures. When one reviews the 1783
nisn on page 13 mention is made of the naticnal inventory. This
inventory has been updated and the plan should veflect the changa2

in =tatus.

@;)Page 13, Fart £, I C 3 reference is made to cocrdination of
raclamation work with cthers. It is owr understanding that
coordinaticon with the Zoil Conzervation Service has not been
happening. Mo increased smphasis for conservation districts
participation is documented despite district involvement with the
Buresy in & Memorandum of Understarding. Ne coordination 1s
plammed Tor =sntities such as river pasin commissions, =ztz. where.
z-id minme drainage 1is a poilution problem.

Page 1 of 3




(i)in fagE L2, Fart E. I T &, S and & rafer to policy and proc =durﬁ=
regarding lang aSgulisiticon, @management and dispersal, veclamatis
on o private land ang rights oF entirv. & decigce Nas passsd =incs
tha orogram was initiat®a anc some things have changsd. Thess
oiicies and orocedurss should be reviewsd znd 2ppraoiiate
amendments changss instituted basad on any changss that have

ooourTed.

:i:h-. fage 14%. Fart E. [ © 7 oublic input intos the amendment is

c1scLsseﬂ. I additicn To conssrvation districts the public
nput zhouwld 33 = minimum include plﬂn= far involwvement by groups

-u;h as the Wesitsrn Femmsylvania Coalision Tor Adandoned Mine

Recizmation and cther=. It should alse include invelvement by
County Plamning Commissicons and others units of local government.

In Fage i4, fart E, Fart E, I D 1 and 2 discuses the
recrganization of the department and the departments persocnnel
staTfing pelicizs. Ne =zxhibits have been provided with the plan
Aamendment to illiustrate the changes.

Dn Page 1S, FPart E., I £ 1| refers toc the map showing suspected
=ligible lands and wateres known as Exhibit 12 in the original
plan. No =2uhibit 12 was previded with the plan amendment. A
review of exhibis L2 with *he original plan prove ths map to be
sut of date and inaccurate.

Cjﬂn fage 15, Part £. D 2 refers to water supply problems csused by
abandeoned mine lands. The water supply problem n2eds to be
dizscussed in additiconal detail. :

fages 1% and 1& of the amends=d plan,Fart E, I 7 1 and 2, refar o
prevailing conditions in parts of Pennsylvania where reclamation
iz planmed.  The Broad Top Soil and Water Conservation project
~eport dated May 1981 contains a gr=2at deal of informatiazn on
“hese conditions.

(:)Oﬁ Fage 21, Fart E, IY B II of the smended olan refersncs 1s made
tz probiems and proposes solutisns, Fart C II Page 22 of the 1783
plan. This secticn is a listing of =zome of the more common
tmchniques to oe ased in sclving various types of problsms. This
ligst needs to bz updated t2 include use of new and developing
rechnclogy while =iiminating thoss technologies that have proven
to pe of little

value.

(13

Fage 2 of




ac . H zegins Jjiscussion aboui the new
SNMEYULT Sur®2ty bkong Forfeiturs projscts initiative. The Bura2szu
Foewld mandle this inltiazive differently from the new interim
tciztive. Forfsitures betwesn 1777

meg acc2mted Tor reclamation.
Farmsvivanls 2la ot Rave = mplete controel of the mining arogram
Lntil orimacy was granted in 1982 ang w~as lafht with abandoned
ta&nd Tor whicn it was not complztely responsible.  However
sba dened mine land 1Tt after primacy is the result of the
tE foT prozerly administering the mining program and title IV
urds should mot be used to subsidizz reclamation on these sites.

H

bopa TIrTeltuwr? prosects 1n

Aand ZviAscy oan and snouls

I]I].l

o

During thne 1ast y=ar or s consideration has beew given to
moditving the policy for project ranking and selection III % FPage
“h of the 1982 Flan. This issue should oce re2addressed.  Why was
digscussicon dropped on the matter”®

T

2 zstimation of many pecple close to the abandoned mine
raclamation groblem on a state wide and/cr nation wide basis,
thers will not be enough money collected from the active mining
industry to reclaim all of the land that is in need of
raclamatior. Furthermere, at the current rate of reclamatien the
amabiing lagislation will expirz well before the reclamation job
iz done,. In wview of this. Pemnsylvania's abandoned mine
r2clamaticn plan shouwld be made part of an overall stats wide
reclaraiion =trategy. This strategy should include the Title v
program, remining, bond ferteiture reclamation, acid mine
dirainage sbatament and other suggestions for reclaiming zbhandoned
mine lands and abating the asscciated pelluftion.

Ly

LRI

[ 2l
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(31 counties)}

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES

HOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT OSH TITLE IV PROGRAM
RECLAMATION PLAN AMENDMENT ’

The Department of Environmental Resources (DER}, Bureau of
Abandoned Mine Reclamation, is proposing to amend Pennsylvania's Abandeoned
Mine Reclamation Plan, under the provisions of the Federal Surface Mining
Control and Reclamation Act of 1977, P.L. 95-87, as amended. This amendment
updates the Reclamation Plan originally approved in 1982 and inceorporates
the new Title IV Abandoned Mine Lands initiatives which are a result of
the FY 91 Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Bill, P.L. 101-508. The first:
initiative involves reclaiming high priority bond forfeiture sites where
mining occurred between August 3, 1977 and July 3G, 1982. The second
initiative invelves reclaiming high priority bond forfeiture sites where
the surety went bankrupt and mining occurred between August 3, 1977 and
November 5, 1990. The third initiative involves setting aside 10 percent
of the total Title IV grants to Pennsylvania each fiscal year to establish
an acid mine drainage abatement and treatment fund. The fourth initiative
allows up to 30 percent of Title IV grant funds each year to be used for
water supply replacement projects.

The draft Abandoned Mine Reclamation Plan Amendment is available
for public review and comment. To be considered, comments must be submitted
to and received by the Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation, Department
of Environmental Resources, P.0. Box 1467, Harrisburg, PA  17105-1467
within 30 days of the date of this Notice. A copy of the Abandoned Mine
Reclamation Plan Amendment may be obtained by contacting your County
Conservation District Office or the following DER offices:

Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation
P.0. Box 1467

Harrisburg, PA 17105-14867
Telephone: (717} 783-2156

Wilkes~Barre District Office

Burzau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation
93-95 North State Street
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701

Telephone: (717) 826-2271

Ebensburg District Office

Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamaticn
122 South Center Street

Ebensburg, PA 15931

Talephona: (814} 472~9666

Note: These newspaper notices were publlshed from February 18, 1992 to
February 27, 1992.




31 Counties

Allegheny
Beaver
Blair
Bradford
Cambria
Cameron
Carbon
Clarion
Clearfield
Clinton
Columbia
Crawford
Dauphin
Fayette
Fulton
Greene
Huntingdon
Lawrence
Lebanon
Lycoming
Mercer
Northumberland
Potter
Schuylkill
Somerset
Sullivan
Susgquehanna
Tioga
Washington
Westmoreland
Wyoming




(14 Counties)

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES

ROTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT 0SM TITLE IV PROGRAM
RECLAMATION PLAN AMENDMENT

The Department of Environmental Resources {DER), Bureau of
Abandoned Mine Reclamation, is proposing to amend Pennsylvania's Abandoned
Mine Reclamation Plan, under the provisions of the Federal Surface Mining
Contrel and Reclamation Act of 1977, P.L. 95-87, as amended. This amendment
updates the Reclamation Plan originally approved in 1982 and incorporates
the new Title IV Abandoned Mine Lands initiatives which are a result of
the FY 91 Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Bill, P.L. 101-508. The first
initiative involves reclaiming high priority bond forfeiture sites where
mining occurred between August 3, 1877 and July 30, 1982. The second
initiative involves reclaiming high priority bond forfeiture sites where
the surety went bankrupt and mining occurred between August 3, 1977 and
November 5, 1990. The third initiative inveolves setting aside 10 percent
of the total Title IV grants to Pennsylvania each fiscal year to establish
an acid mine drainage abatement and treatment fund. The fourth initiative
allows up to 30 percerdt of Title IV grant funds each year to be used for
water supply replacement projects.

The draft Abandoned Mine Reclamation Plan Amendment is available
for public review and comment. To be considered, comments must bhe submitted
to and received by the Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation, Department
of Environmental Resources, P.0. Box 1467, Harrisburg, PA 17105-1467
within 30 days of the date of this Notice. A copy of the Abandoned Mine
Reclamation Plan Amendment may be obtained by ceontacting the following
DER cffices: .

Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation
P.0. Box 1487

Harrisburg, PA 17105-1467
Telephone: (717) 733-21%26

Wilkes—-Barre District Office

Buresau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation
93-95 North State Street
Wilkes-Barrxe, PA 18701

Telephone: (717) 826-2371

Ebensburg District Office

Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation
122 South Center Street

Ebensburg, PA 15931

Telephone: (814) 472-9666

Note: These newspaper notices were published from February 18, 1992 to
February 27, 1992. :
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Armstrong
Bedford
Butler
Centre
Elk
Forest
Indiana
Jefferson
Lackawanna
" Luzerne
McKean
Venango
Warren
Wayne
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Compsany. Amount: $174.495. Data of Award: J apuary
186, 1992,
' {PaB. Doc. No. 92333, Fllad February 21, 1992 5700 amn|

Availability of Draft OSM Title IV Program Recia- -

-. matian Plan Amendment :

. The Department of Environmental Resources (DER),
Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamacion. is proposing to
amend Pennsyivania’s Abandoned Mine Raciamacion
Plan, under the provisions of the Federsi Surfacs Mining
Control and Reciamation Act of 1977, P:L. 9587, as

. ‘gmended. This smendment updates the Reclamation Plan

ariginaily approved in 1982 and incorporaces the new

-* Title IV Abandoned Mine Lands initiatives which are a
" pasuit of the FY 91 Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Bill,

. ture sites where the surety went bankrupt and. mining -
“occurred between August 3, 1977 and November 5, 1580,
- The third initiative invalves setting aside 10% of the

=
.
B
S

_P. L. 101-508. The first initiative invoives reclaiming high
m bond forfeiture sites where mini occurred

mining
August 3. 1977 and July 30, 1982, The second .

initistive involves reclaiming high priority bond forfei-

total Titls I'V: grants o Pennsyivania each fiscal year to
establish an 2cid mine drainags abatement and irsatment
fund The fourth initiative allows up to 30% of Title IV
grant funds each year to be
..Eeplammem:projec:a. S PO
5i{Tha draft Abandoued Mine Reclamstion Plan Amend-
‘ment is available for public review and comment. To be
-considered, comments must be submitted to and received

* ' 7,by the Burean of Abandoned Mine Reclamation, Depart-

L9

- ".ment of Envire:

nmental Resources, P. 0. Bex 1467, Har-

- -risburg; Pa. 17105-1467 within 30 days of the date of this
‘Builatin. A copy of the Abandoned Mine Reciamasion
' Plan Amendment may be obtained by contacting the

. following DER offices: - L.

" Burean of Abandoned Mine Reciamation "

" Harrisburg, Pa. 17T105-1467

P. 0. Box 1467

Telephone: (T17) 783-2156 . e e
Wilkes-Barre District Offics - e A
Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation - -~

93-96 North Stace Sixeet s ..
Wilkes-Barre. Pa. 18701

Telephone: (717} 826-2371

Ebensburg District Office

Bureau of Abandoned Mina Reciamation

122 South Center Street
Ebensburg, Pa. 15931

 Telephone: (814} 472-9668

ARTHUR A. DAVIS,
(Pa.B. Doc. No. 92334, Fllad February 21, 1992 9:00 &m0

Noﬁce ot Final Action on Request for Caertitication

. mentai Resourves,

under Section 401 of the Federai Clean Water
Act of 1977 :

Except 2s otherwise noted, the Department of Eaviron-
under section 401{a) of the Fedaral

" by any
. Pa.C.S. §§ 501508 and T01—704 (relating.to

pt;x:ta atamupmvidesudiffanntﬁmaperiod.

.creats any right of appeal beyond that permittad
decisional law. . . .
!:sed for water. suppiy

.of an isolatad we . ;
‘road crossing. Site is located near the intersection of

Secrezary

NOTICES

Clean Water Act of 1977 (33 U.S.C.A. § 1341(a)); certifies
that the conscruction and operation herein described will
comply with the applicable provisions of sections 301—
303, 306 and 307 of that act. and thet the comstrucuon

. will.nat violate applicable Federal and State water quai-

ity standards, provided the following requirements are
mets . . .

Final or proposed action on certain other Certification
requests for projects which require both a Dam Safety
apd Encroachments. Permit and either a United States
Army Corps of Engineers individual permit or a Nation-
wide permit 14, 18 or 26 will be published with Applica-
tions and Actions filed under ths Damy Safety and
Encroachments Act {32 P. S. §§ 693.1—693.27).

‘Thesa actions of the Department may be appesiable to

" the- Environmental Hearing Board, 101 South Second

Strest, Suites 3—5. Hurrisburg, Pa. 17101 (7170 187-:'3483

uggriwdpersonundersmﬁon“ottthnmn-
mental Hearing Board Act (35 P.S. § 7514k m d2
ministrative Agency Law). Appeals must be filed with
the -Envircnmental Hearing Board. within 30 days of
receipt of written notice of this action uniess the appro-

appeal-form and the-reguiations governing practice
and procedurs before the Board may be obtained from
thnBoard.Thispmmphdoeanut.inmdgfmd.f.b
Yy
applicable statutes and T
“*Ragional Office: Regionai Water Quaiity Manager, Lee

“Park, Suite 6010, 555 Nortk Lane, Conshohocken, Pa.

' Bequests Initiated by: Philadelphia Electric Company,

2301 . Market Street, P.O. Box 8699, Philadalphia. Pa.

19101 i

2 Project-Description: Project involves. flling 0.014 acre
tland for the construction of a mincr

Umbria Street and Domine Lane, at the Raxborough
Substation. - Project gqualifies under Natioawide Permit

"_!‘{o_. 26 and Chapter 105 Generai Permit No. 7.
. “'Final Action on Requese: Certification Granted.

- Raquests Initiated &y: Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line
Carporation, 2800 Post Oak Boulevard, P. 0. Box 1396,
Houscon, TX 77251.1396. e
Project Description: Project consists of ths construc-
tion of a tamporary road crossing of am U tribu-
tary of Pickering Creek, Site is located in Charlestawn

. .

.Township, Chescer County approximately 1.2 miles

northease of Devauit. The project quaiifies under Chapcer

105 Generai Permit No. 8 and Nadonwide Permit Nos. 3

and 14. The comsruction. which is proposed for March
1992, is being performed in conjunction with the com-
pany’s remediation program. | : -

S

" Final Action on Requesc: Certification grunl:ed. :
= Regional Office: Chisf, Planning Sectiom, Williamsport

Regional Office, Bureau of Water Quality Management.

200 Pire Streer, Williamsport, Pa, 17701 - )

" Certification Request Initiated by: James F. Johnson.
iaf, Planning Division. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

_Chiei,
. P:0. Box 1715, Baltimare, MD 21203-1715.
\'Dasta . of Initiai Pennsyivania Builagn Notice: No-

vember 15, 1991,
-iv Projeer Description: Recreatiopal facilities ac Curwens-
'vﬂh‘-Lahmpmposadtabeimpmvud.Thnen:mg
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Remining and Reclamation Committee
Mining and Reclamation Advisory Board
March 26, 1992 Comments Concerning
the Heclamation Plan Amendment Number 1

Mr. Bernie Hoffnar was concerned that the subsidence projects were getting
much smaller. It was explained that because of new OSM inventory criteria,
large subsidence projects will be rare. He also had concerns that the
entire Reclamation Plan should be amended and updated. Ms. Gail Reckwood
of the Committee pointed out to Mr, Hoffnar that he would be better off
if he dropped the idea of rewriting the entire Reclamation Plan and instead
go ahead with his plans to develop an Environmental Flan for the Mineral
Resources Deputate. He agreed. He was alsc concerned that the exhibits
were not attached to the Reclamation Plan Amendment which he received.
Exhibits were given to him and to all other members of the Committee. It
wa3s also explained that these exhibits were not ready for distribution
until very recently. Mr. Hoffnar then asked how many comments we received
and he was told. He then expressed concern that the comment period should
be extended. It was explained to him that after OSM receives the Amendment,
0SM will alsc have a comment period and probably have public meetings.

Ms. Gail Rockwood then had a concern that the Amendment was written too
technically for a layman to read. It was explained to her that OSM and
Department personnel had agreed fthat since the 0SM regulations had not
been passed yet concerning the new initiatives, the exact language in
the Act was used in the Amendment so that it would not have to be changed
again. It was also explained that this was better than waiting until
the regulations are passed this Fall.

Mr. Hoffnar also commented at this meeting and at the full MRAB meeting
on April 15, 1992, that the Amendment at the end of Part E, IV, should
include a discussion of the use of wetlands or other new technolegy to
reclaim AMD. '
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