
 

AGGREGATE ADVISORY BOARD 
BYLAWS 

(May 13, 2015) 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ARTICLE 1 
Authorization 

 
The Aggregate Advisory Board is authorized and organized pursuant to Section 18(g.1) of the 
Pennsylvania Surface Mining Conservation and Reclamation Act (the act of May 31, 1945 (P.L.1198, 
No.418), as amended by Act 137 of 2014) (52 P.S. § 1396.18).  
 

ARTICLE II 
Purpose 

 
The purpose of the Aggregate Advisory Board is to assist the Secretary of the Department of 
Environmental Protection to expend the funds for the purposes provided by Section 17 of the Act of 
December 19, 1984 (P.L.1093, No. 219), known as the “Noncoal Surface Mining Conservation and 
Reclamation Act,” and to advise the Secretary on all matters pertaining to surface mining, as defined 
in Section 3 of the “Noncoal Surface Mining Conservation and Reclamation Act,” which shall include, 
but not be limited to, experimental practices, alternate methods of backfilling, obligations for pre-
existing pollution liability, alteration of reclamation plans, reclamation fees and bonding rates and 
methods. 
 

ARTICLE III 
Members 

 
The Board shall be comprised of: 
 

• The Secretary of the Department of Environmental Protection (Secretary), 
 

• Three aggregate surface mining operators, who shall be appointed by the Secretary, 
 

• Four members of the Citizens Advisory Council, who shall be appointed by the Council, 
 

• One member from the County Conservation Districts, who shall be appointed by the State 
Conservation Commission, 

 
• Four members of the General Assembly: 

o Two from the Senate: 
 One from the majority party and one from the minority party, both of who shall 

be appointed by the President Pro Tempore, 
o Two members from the House of Representatives: 

 One from the majority party and one from the minority party, both of who shall 
be appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 

 
Board members may designate an official alternate.  The Chair shall be notified, in writing, of such 
alternate. 
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The Chair is the Secretary of the Department of Environmental Protection or his departmental 
designee.  All other members shall be appointed for a term of two years, except that one-half of the 
initial members shall serve for three years.  Members may be reappointed.   
 
The Board may recommend to the appointing authority removal of any member not attending, or not 
represented by a designee, at two consecutive board meetings in a year. 
 
 

ARTICLE IV 
Officers 

 
The officers of the Board shall be the Chair and a Vice Chair. The election of a Vice Chair, by 
majority vote of the Board members present, shall take place at the first meeting of the Board every 
two years.  The term shall begin immediately upon election. In the event the Vice Chair resigns from 
said office or ceases to be a member of the Board, an election shall be held to fill that seat for the 
remainder of the Vice Chair’s unexpired term. 
 
It shall be the duty of the Chair to preside at all meetings of the Board, call special meetings, 
prepare and distribute the meeting agenda in consultation with the Department, and perform other 
such duties as pertain to the office.  
 
It shall be the duty of the Vice-Chair to perform the duties of the Chair in his/her absence. The Vice 
Chair shall also assist the Chair in the performance of such duties as may be assigned by the Chair. 
 

 
ARTICLE V 

Committees 
 
The Board may establish committees, as deemed necessary, with each committee assigned specific 
mission when it is formed.  
 
Committees shall be established by a majority vote of those members attending a regular or special 
meeting of the Board. 
 
The committee chair shall be selected by its members.  The committee chair will be responsible for 
calling committee meetings, requesting needed assistance from the Department, and reporting to 
the Board.  The committee chair shall receive necessary program and administrative support from 
the Department. 
 
The Board Chair shall appoint a committee to prepare the Annual Report, as mandated by Section 
18(g.1) of the Pennsylvania Surface Mining Conservation and Reclamation Act, to be submitted to the 
Senate Environmental Resources and Energy Committee and the House Environmental Resources and 
Energy Committee. 
 
A listing of the committees and their statements of purpose shall be maintained as an Appendix to 
these bylaws.  Changes to the Appendix shall not constitute a change to the bylaws. 
 

ARTICLE VI 
Voting 

 
Each member of the Advisory Board shall be entitled to exercise one vote in each matter placed 
before the Advisory Board for which a vote is called. Decisions of the Advisory Board shall be by vote 
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of the majority. A majority of the Board members constitutes a quorum and no voting shall be done 
without a quorum.  Votes must be made by the member or their designated official alternate; voting 
will not be done in absentia, by proxy or by stand-in representatives.  
 
In the event that the position of the Advisory Board must be determined and a meeting cannot 
reasonably be rescheduled, members may participate in the meeting and vote by telephone 
conference call or other electronic means. 
 

ARTICLE VII 
DEP Administration 

 
Representatives from the Office of Active and Abandoned Mine Operations shall provide program 
liaison and administrative support to the Aggregate Advisory Board. Program liaison support shall 
include framing of issues for the Advisory Board, providing necessary information for Advisory Board 
discussions, and assisting with the development of agendas, projects and meeting schedules.   
 
Administrative support shall be performed by an employee designated by the Department. It shall be 
his/her duty to function as the recording and corresponding assistant, as assigned by the 
Department. Included among these duties shall be: 
 

• To give public notice of the meetings and agendas for the Board and the committees two 
weeks in advance on the Department’s website, and by email to Board members. 
  

• To record full Board minutes and keep a permanent file of the minutes of meetings of the 
Board and committees. Minutes of the meetings of the Board and of Committees shall be 
distributed to the full membership of the Board. Minutes should be reviewed by the Board 
Chair and/or committee chair prior to distribution.  

 
• To conduct both outgoing and incoming correspondence and to maintain a permanent file of 

such correspondence.  
 

• To review and approve travel and subsistence expenses. 
 

• To perform other such duties as may be requested by the Board. 
 

ARTICLE VIII 
Meetings 

 
Meetings of the Board shall be open to the public and shall be held at least quarterly or at the call of 
the Chair.  
 
A majority of the Board members shall constitute a quorum. A majority of the members present at a 
meeting of the Board may act for the full Board. The Chair shall have the same rights, privileges and 
obligations as all Board members.   
 
Members who miss two or more consecutive meetings of the Board may be recommended by the 
Board to the Secretary for removal from the Board. 
 

ARTICLE IX 
Amendments of Bylaws 
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The Bylaws may be amended at any meeting of the Advisory Board by two-thirds majority vote of the 
members of the Board present at the meeting, provided there is quorum, and that written notice of 
such change has been sent to each member at least one month prior to the meeting. 
 

ARTICLE X 
Board Representation 

 
The Board shall act as a body in all matters before it and only the Chair or his or her designee, or the 
Board’s designee, shall speak on behalf of the Board. 
 

ARTICLE XI 
Parliamentary Authority 

 
On items not covered by these Bylaws, Robert’s Rules of Order shall be the final authority. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


