Facts on Fire Safety

A SAFETY TALK FOR
DI SCUSSI ON LEADERS

This safety talk is designed for discussion |leaders to use in preparing
saf ety neetings.

Set a specific tine and date for your safety nmeeting. Publicize your
nmeeting so everyone involved will be sure to attend

Review this safety talk before the neeting and becone famliar with its
content. Make notes about the points made in this talk that pertain to
your workplace. You should be able to present the material in your own
words and | ead the discussion without reading it.

Seating space is not absolutely necessary, but arrangenents shoul d be
made so that those attending can easily see and hear the presentation

Col I ect whatever nmaterials and props you will need ahead of tine. Try
to use equi pnment in your workplace to denpbnstrate your points.

DURI NG THE MEETI NG

G ve the safety talk in your own words. Use the printed talk nerely as
a guide.

The purpose of a safety neeting is to initiate discussion of safety
probl ens and provide solutions to those problens. Encourage enpl oyees
to di scuss hazards or potential hazards the encounter on the job. Ask
themto suggest ways to inprove safety in their area

Don't let the neeting turn into a gripe session about unrel ated topics.
As discussion |eader, its your job to nake sure the topic is safety.

Di scussing other topics wastes tinme and can ruin the effectiveness of
your safety neeting.

At the end of the neeting, ask enployees to sign a sheet on the back of
this talk as a record that they attended the safety neeting. Keep this
talk on file for your records.



Facts on Fire Safety

It's hard to imagine what it would be like to live without fire. Think
about it.

Yet fire can be one of our deadliest enenmies. It can nutilate us, kil
us, and destroy in a few minutes what took a lifetime to build. Fire can
take away our work places and our jobs.

How can fires be stopped? The answer is control. But to control fires we
nmust understand them and know how to deal with them

Fire needs three elements to exist--fuel, oxygen and heat. To understand
the rel ationships, think of each as separate sides of a triangle. Fire
need all three elenents in the proper proportions to exist. If one side
of the triangle is renoved, the fire will go out. For fuel toignite
oxygen nust be present; then heat nust be applied until the conbustion
point is reached. Wen this point is reached, the fuel will ignite with
t he oxygen, consum ng both fuel and oxygen and giving off heat. If the
oxygen is renoved, the fire is smthered. |If the fuel is renoved,
there's nothing left to burn. Oxygen? by itself, will not burn. If the
heat is | owered bel ow the conbustion point, the fuel and oxygen will not
unite and the fire will go out.

For your safety and the safety of your co-workers you shoul d know where
fire extinguisher are | ocated and how to use them properly.

Note to Di scussi on Leader

Bring fire extinguisher to the neeting and denbnstrate how to use it.
Revi ew your conpany's fire record and discus it with enployee. Describe
the fire protection avail able at your conpany, where fire extinguishers
are | ocated and evacuati on procedures.

The nost inportant thing to renmenber about fire extinguishers is that
you must use the correct type for each kind of fire

Class A fire--conbustibl e? such as wood, paper and cloth

Class B fires--flanmmbl e |iquids

Class Cfires--electrica

There are several types of fire extinguisher: foam carbon dioxi de, soda
acid, punp tank, gas cartridge, multipurpose dry chemi cal and ordinary
dry chem cal

Most extingui shers have | abel that |list the type of fires that they can
be used for.



The npst common extingui sher is the nmultipurpose dry chenical type. It
can be used for any class of fire. However, if the tag on the

extingui sher is not |abeled ABC, you nmust know the type of fire the
ext i ngui sher can be used on.

Class A fires:

* Foam
« Soda Acid
e Punp Tank (contains plain water)

e (Gas Cartridge (water expelled by carbon di oxi de gas)

Class B fires:

e Foam
e Carbon Dioxide
e Miltipurpose Dry Chem cal

e Odinary Dry Chemical

Class C fires:

e Carbon Di oxide
e Miltipurpose Dry Chem cal

e Odinary Dry Chemical

Remenber, it's inportant to use the correct type of extinguisher for the
fire at hand. You should not use a water type extinguisher for a
flammable liquid fire because it would cause the fire to spread. And you
woul d not use this type of extinguisher on an electrical fire because
this woul d expose you to a serious or fatal shock.

For your safety and the safety of your co-workers:

« Know where fire extinguishers and fire al arm boxes are | ocated.
Keep these areas free of debris.

e Store all flamuable liquids in approved safety containers.

e (bserve no snmoking signs at all tinmes.



Fire is an essential part of our live. W cannot do without it, but we
nmust stop unwanted fires that can destroy our buildings, |ives and job.
Never take the attitude that any building is fireproof or that fires
won't happen. Do what you can to prevent fires, but always be prepared
by knowi ng what actions to take if one occurs. Good teammork is a nust.
To prevent fires we nust all work together.



