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Top DEP Stories 
 
Morning Call: Using something other than toilet paper? Stop flushing it, Lehigh County Authority pleads 
https://www.mcall.com/coronavirus/mc-nws-coronavirus-lehigh-flushing-toilet-paper-subs-sewer-
backups-20200403-ulcqwwkpqfgo3dsivnvaek4sk4-story.html 
 
Times-News: Well drilling takes place at Palmerton superfund site 
https://www.tnonline.com/20200404/well-drilling-takes-place-at-palmerton-superfund-site/ 
 
Mentions 
 
Post-Gazette: Protect the environment, public health 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2020/04/05/Protect-the-environment-public-
health/stories/202004050059 
 
Air 
 
WESA: Can Air Pollution Make Coronavirus Worse? Scientists Say Yes — Possibly In Both Cases And 
Severity 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/can-air-pollution-make-coronavirus-worse-scientists-say-yes-possibly-both-
cases-and-severity#stream/0 
 
Climate Change 
 
Pennlive: The way to fight pandemics is through science and stopping global warming 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2020/04/the-way-to-fight-pandemics-is-through-science-and-
stopping-global-warming-pennlive-letters.html 
 
The Guardian: Climate monitoring and research could fall victim to coronavirus, scientists fear 
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2020/apr/03/climate-monitoring-research-coronavirus-
scientists  
 
Daily Collegian: The Sustainability Institute at Penn State to hold virtual 'Solve Climate by 2030' webinar 
https://www.collegian.psu.edu/news/campus/article_e9aa5f8e-75df-11ea-98a8-9f1bf6d81341.html 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
York Dispatch: Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission tentatively going ahead with April 18 trout 
opener 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/sports/outdoors/2020/04/04/opening-day-pennsylvania-trout-
season-tentatively-set-april-18/2947185001/ 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Coronavirus pandemic disrupts Appalachian Trail dreams 
https://cumberlink.com/news/state-and-regional/coronavirus-pandemic-disrupts-appalachian-trail-
dreams/article_2ddcecc9-968c-5b1a-8da8-6bc1004e0e48.html 
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WTAE: Nice weather brings people to parks, stores; safe social distancing practices in use 
https://www.wtae.com/article/nice-weather-brings-people-to-parks-stores-safe-social-distancing-
practices-in-use/32041965 
 
WJAC: Area parks, playgrounds now closed 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/area-parks-playgrounds-now-closed 
 
Tribune-Democrat: ‘Birding’ can be an aid to ease cabin fever 
https://www.tribdem.com/sports/birding-can-be-an-aid-to-ease-cabin-fever/article_17048120-76d1-
11ea-ab23-8bbed0553856.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Western Pa. cemeteries attract more visitors during coronavirus restrictions 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/western-pa-cemeteries-attract-more-visitors-during-coronavirus-
restrictions/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Sewickley-area organizations: closures and cancellations 
https://sewickley.triblive.com/sewickley-area-organizations-closures-and-cancellations/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: There’s a new push to develop bike and pedestrian network 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/outdoors/2020/03/theres-a-new-push-to-develop-bike-and-
pedestrian-network/ 
 
Clearfield Progress-News: Bilger's Rocks facilities closed; recreation space open 
http://www.theprogressnews.com/news/bilgers-rocks-facilities-closed-recreation-space-
open/article_9f4f60f0-0964-5810-821c-89b09abbbb5c.html  
 
Shamokin News-Item: State parks, forests seeing more visitors; Weiser State Forest no exception 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/state-parks-forests-seeing-more-visitors-weiser-state-forest-
no-exception/article_800b15b8-c340-51ba-ade2-22759418f291.html 
 
Energy 
 
KDKA Radio: Dollar Energy Fund Continuing Service During Coronavirus 
https://kdkaradio.radio.com/articles/dollar-energy-fund-continuing-service-during-coronavirus 
 
Tribune-Review: Duquesne Light expands customer assistance program 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/duquesne-light-expands-customer-assistance-program/ 
 
Observer-Reporter: OP-ED: Southwest Pa. runs on natural gas, coal 
https://observer-reporter.com/opinion/op-eds/op-ed-southwest-pa-runs-on-natural-gas-
coal/article_e2f50ef2-7448-11ea-ad80-0b0a2059e0ff.html 
 
Mining 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Cumberland Mine to return to operations as owner Contura Energy idles 
other facilities 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/04/03/cumberland-mine-owner-temporarily-idles-
majority.html  

https://www.wtae.com/article/nice-weather-brings-people-to-parks-stores-safe-social-distancing-practices-in-use/32041965
https://www.wtae.com/article/nice-weather-brings-people-to-parks-stores-safe-social-distancing-practices-in-use/32041965
https://wjactv.com/news/local/area-parks-playgrounds-now-closed
https://www.tribdem.com/sports/birding-can-be-an-aid-to-ease-cabin-fever/article_17048120-76d1-11ea-ab23-8bbed0553856.html
https://www.tribdem.com/sports/birding-can-be-an-aid-to-ease-cabin-fever/article_17048120-76d1-11ea-ab23-8bbed0553856.html
https://triblive.com/local/regional/western-pa-cemeteries-attract-more-visitors-during-coronavirus-restrictions/
https://triblive.com/local/regional/western-pa-cemeteries-attract-more-visitors-during-coronavirus-restrictions/
https://sewickley.triblive.com/sewickley-area-organizations-closures-and-cancellations/
https://www.sungazette.com/news/outdoors/2020/03/theres-a-new-push-to-develop-bike-and-pedestrian-network/
https://www.sungazette.com/news/outdoors/2020/03/theres-a-new-push-to-develop-bike-and-pedestrian-network/
http://www.theprogressnews.com/news/bilgers-rocks-facilities-closed-recreation-space-open/article_9f4f60f0-0964-5810-821c-89b09abbbb5c.html
http://www.theprogressnews.com/news/bilgers-rocks-facilities-closed-recreation-space-open/article_9f4f60f0-0964-5810-821c-89b09abbbb5c.html
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/state-parks-forests-seeing-more-visitors-weiser-state-forest-no-exception/article_800b15b8-c340-51ba-ade2-22759418f291.html
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/state-parks-forests-seeing-more-visitors-weiser-state-forest-no-exception/article_800b15b8-c340-51ba-ade2-22759418f291.html
https://kdkaradio.radio.com/articles/dollar-energy-fund-continuing-service-during-coronavirus
https://triblive.com/local/regional/duquesne-light-expands-customer-assistance-program/
https://observer-reporter.com/opinion/op-eds/op-ed-southwest-pa-runs-on-natural-gas-coal/article_e2f50ef2-7448-11ea-ad80-0b0a2059e0ff.html
https://observer-reporter.com/opinion/op-eds/op-ed-southwest-pa-runs-on-natural-gas-coal/article_e2f50ef2-7448-11ea-ad80-0b0a2059e0ff.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/04/03/cumberland-mine-owner-temporarily-idles-majority.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/04/03/cumberland-mine-owner-temporarily-idles-majority.html


 
Contura Energy: Contura Announces Temporary Operational Changes 
https://conturaenergy.com/news/contura-announces-temporary-operational-changes/ 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
KDKA Radio: Chaos And Scrambling In The US Oil Patch As Prices Plummet 
https://kdkaradio.radio.com/articles/ap-news/chaos-and-scrambling-in-the-us-oil-patch-as-prices-
plummet 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Energy M&A crashes through the floor in first quarter 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/04/03/energy-m-a-crashes-through-the-floor.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Utica and Marcellus Shale condensate prices plunge 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2020/04/03/Utica-and-Marcellus-Shale-
condensate-prices-plunge-natural-gas-oil/stories/202004030166 
 
Post-Gazette: Shell's petrochemical plant, other construction projects await state's verdict on resuming 
work 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/development/2020/04/03/Shell-ethane-cracker-potter-
construction-projects-pennsylvania-waiver-wolf-shutdown-covid-19/stories/202004030157 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Chaos and scrambling in the US oil patch as prices plummet 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/national/chaos-and-scrambling-in-the-us-oil-patch-as-prices-
plummet/article_62b30154-3ffc-5d3e-9edd-1d8e4bcabee0.html 
 
Radiation Protection 
 
Reading Eagle: Workers 'terrified' at Limerick nuclear plant amid coronavirus 
https://www.readingeagle.com/coronavirus/workers-terrified-at-limerick-nuclear-plant-amid-
coronavirus/article_1cecf49d-ec7f-5012-9d89-ede895c23896.html 
 
Vector Management 
 
Bradford Era: Extension educators offer tips on managing spring spotted lanternfly egg hatch 
http://www.bradfordera.com/bradford/extension-educators-offer-tips-on-managing-spring-spotted-
lanternfly-egg-hatch/article_80f37cc6-611d-5225-b01e-adf8b0d4b067.html 
 
Waste 
 
Pottstown Mercury: Trash haulers in coronavirus crisis need help staying safe 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/news/coronavirus/trash-haulers-in-coronavirus-crisis-need-help-staying-
safe/article_b5b79199-6fc1-589e-9710-6f5bf3535d6f.html 
 
New Castle News: City residents react to new garbage collection services 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/city-residents-react-to-new-garbage-collection-
services/article_891e1504-0485-593e-9f51-21efa820f69e.html 
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Republican Herald:  Mahanoy City council goes after trash bills 
https://www.republicanherald.com/news/mahanoy-city-council-goes-after-trash-bills-1.2615331 
 
Standard Speaker: Coronavirus Cancellation and Postponement List - Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful  
https://www.standardspeaker.com/coronavirus/coronavirus-cancellation-and-postponement-list-
1.2606692 
 
Reading Eagle: Trash haulers in coronavirus crisis need help staying safe 
https://www.readingeagle.com/coronavirus/trash-haulers-in-coronavirus-crisis-need-help-staying-
safe/article_79b677ec-7410-11ea-b44b-f734c17e9a22.html 
 
WITF/WHYY: Counting toilet paper squares, composting: This how we deal with pandemic-era trash 
https://www.witf.org/2020/04/06/counting-toilet-paper-squares-composting-this-how-we-deal-with-
pandemic-era-trash/ 
 
Daily American: Scenic Fairhope Township property being turned into a dump 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/news/local/somerset/scenic-fairhope-township-property-being-
turned-into-a-dump/article_8260049c-7287-11ea-bbe2-73da50d10108.html 
 
Clearfield Progress-News: Local Briefs:  Electronics recycling, highway cleanup events cancelled 
http://www.theprogressnews.com/news/local/local-news-briefs/article_6e833a76-e85c-509b-9e4a-
b955209699ea.html  
 
Lock Haven Express: Plastic (LTE) 
https://www.lockhaven.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor/2020/04/plastic/ 
 
Gant News: Clearfield County cancels electronics recycling event 
https://gantdaily.com/2020/04/06/clearfield-county-cancels-electronics-recycling-event/ 
 
Water 
 
MyChesCo: Aqua Reminds Consumers to Not Flush Wipes, Even “Flushable” Wipes 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/aqua-reminds-consumers-to-not-flush-wipes-even-flushable-
wipes/ 
 
Pottstown Mercury: Despite pandemic, Upper Pottsgrove presses ahead on sewer sale 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/news/despite-pandemic-upper-pottsgrove-presses-ahead-on-sewer-
sale/article_db3f012c-75e7-11ea-aad2-dbd56fd53d1b.html 
 
Erie Times: ‘Flushable’ discards are clogging Fairview sewers 
https://www.goerie.com/news/20200406/flushable-discards-are-clogging-fairview-sewers 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Lake officials offer guidance 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/lake-officials-offer-guidance/article_ffa1110b-5a43-
52a9-9ba6-bf05becdaa65.html 
 
DuBois Courier-Express: DuBois says it will work with water customers who face financial hardship 
during pandemic 
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http://www.thecourierexpress.com/coronavirus/dubois-says-it-will-work-with-water-customers-who-
face-financial-hardship-during-pandemic/article_04982094-0870-5867-b73c-58d6a31d67e8.html  
 
Sayre Morning-Times: NTSWA will reopen for bagged waste starting Monday 
http://www.morning-times.com/news/article_91c2fd5f-b86b-5a54-b094-20b96bae954b.html  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Officials: Wipes are harmful to sewer system 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/local_news/officials-wipes-are-harmful-to-sewer-
system/article_c303ea49-4f84-53db-ab05-1b8f3c821692.html 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Danville says flush only toilet paper 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/page/story/danville-says-flush-only-toilet-paper 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Floodwall project to resume 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/page/story/floodwall-project-to-resume 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Titusville Herald: County issues advisory regarding outdoor burning (pg 2) 
https://www.titusvilleherald.com/eedition/page_54d118e7-893c-53d0-9125-b7999f4b5c2a.html 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: DCNR officials warn against burning 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/dcnr-officials-warn-against-
burning/article_07da4e11-4b66-561d-930d-2171c10717bd.html 
 
Reading Eagle: Gov. Mifflin Ecology Bus was an early effort to improve the environment 
https://www.readingeagle.com/living/gov-mifflin-ecology-bus-was-an-early-effort-to-improve-the-
environment/article_cb92339e-751e-11ea-bcb7-c7cf73e0f57d.html 
 
Lancaster Farming: Wild Markets Prompt Some Milk Dumping 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming/dairy/wild-markets-prompt-some-milk-
dumping/article_2770a4d6-066c-5e68-8a9a-c5456dd2bfd0.html 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Hummingbirds set to return 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/hummingbirds-set-to-return/article_a0d618a5-
844d-5e43-b7bd-e7de8fd0a9b8.html 
 
KDKA: Route 837 Reopens Following Landslide 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/04/04/route-837-reopen-west-mifflin/ 
 
Tribune-Review: PennDOT announces Route 837 has reopened in West Mifflin 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/penndot-announces-route-837-has-reopened-in-west-
mifflin/ 
 
KDKA: Three People Hospitalized After Explosion At Affival Inc. Facility In Plum 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/04/04/business-on-fire-after-reported-explosion/ 
 
Allegheny Front: Earth Day is Virtual This Year. Here’s How You Can Participate. 

http://www.thecourierexpress.com/coronavirus/dubois-says-it-will-work-with-water-customers-who-face-financial-hardship-during-pandemic/article_04982094-0870-5867-b73c-58d6a31d67e8.html
http://www.thecourierexpress.com/coronavirus/dubois-says-it-will-work-with-water-customers-who-face-financial-hardship-during-pandemic/article_04982094-0870-5867-b73c-58d6a31d67e8.html
http://www.morning-times.com/news/article_91c2fd5f-b86b-5a54-b094-20b96bae954b.html
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/local_news/officials-wipes-are-harmful-to-sewer-system/article_c303ea49-4f84-53db-ab05-1b8f3c821692.html
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/local_news/officials-wipes-are-harmful-to-sewer-system/article_c303ea49-4f84-53db-ab05-1b8f3c821692.html
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/page/story/danville-says-flush-only-toilet-paper
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/page/story/floodwall-project-to-resume
https://www.titusvilleherald.com/eedition/page_54d118e7-893c-53d0-9125-b7999f4b5c2a.html
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/dcnr-officials-warn-against-burning/article_07da4e11-4b66-561d-930d-2171c10717bd.html
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/dcnr-officials-warn-against-burning/article_07da4e11-4b66-561d-930d-2171c10717bd.html
https://www.readingeagle.com/living/gov-mifflin-ecology-bus-was-an-early-effort-to-improve-the-environment/article_cb92339e-751e-11ea-bcb7-c7cf73e0f57d.html
https://www.readingeagle.com/living/gov-mifflin-ecology-bus-was-an-early-effort-to-improve-the-environment/article_cb92339e-751e-11ea-bcb7-c7cf73e0f57d.html
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming/dairy/wild-markets-prompt-some-milk-dumping/article_2770a4d6-066c-5e68-8a9a-c5456dd2bfd0.html
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming/dairy/wild-markets-prompt-some-milk-dumping/article_2770a4d6-066c-5e68-8a9a-c5456dd2bfd0.html
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/hummingbirds-set-to-return/article_a0d618a5-844d-5e43-b7bd-e7de8fd0a9b8.html
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/hummingbirds-set-to-return/article_a0d618a5-844d-5e43-b7bd-e7de8fd0a9b8.html
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/04/04/route-837-reopen-west-mifflin/
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/penndot-announces-route-837-has-reopened-in-west-mifflin/
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/penndot-announces-route-837-has-reopened-in-west-mifflin/
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/04/04/business-on-fire-after-reported-explosion/


https://www.alleghenyfront.org/earth-day-is-virtual-this-year-but-you-can-participate/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Reschenthaler takes wait-and-see approach on possible fourth stimulus package  
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-nation/2020/04/05/Reschenthaler-takes-wait-and-see-
approach-on-possible-fourth-stimulus-package/stories/202004040039  
 
Post-Gazette: PennDOT to resume work on 18 construction projects considered 'critical' in Allegheny, 
Beaver counties 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2020/04/03/PennDOT-resume-road-work-
Allegheny-County-Beaver-County-18-projects/stories/202004030130 
 
StateImpact PA: ‘The Triumph of Doubt’ digs into how dark money fuels mistrust of science 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2020/04/05/the-triumph-of-doubt-digs-into-how-dark-
money-fuels-mistrust-of-science/ 
 
Utility Dive: EPA rebukes COVID-19 compliance flexibility backlash; FERC gives regulated entities leeway 
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/epa-pushes-back-against-covid-19-compliance-flexibility-backlash-
ferc-give/575423/ 
 
Centre Daily Times: What does the coronavirus shutdown mean for Centre County development 
projects? 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/article241679426.html 

https://www.alleghenyfront.org/earth-day-is-virtual-this-year-but-you-can-participate/
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-nation/2020/04/05/Reschenthaler-takes-wait-and-see-approach-on-possible-fourth-stimulus-package/stories/202004040039
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-nation/2020/04/05/Reschenthaler-takes-wait-and-see-approach-on-possible-fourth-stimulus-package/stories/202004040039
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2020/04/03/PennDOT-resume-road-work-Allegheny-County-Beaver-County-18-projects/stories/202004030130
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2020/04/03/PennDOT-resume-road-work-Allegheny-County-Beaver-County-18-projects/stories/202004030130
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2020/04/05/the-triumph-of-doubt-digs-into-how-dark-money-fuels-mistrust-of-science/
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2020/04/05/the-triumph-of-doubt-digs-into-how-dark-money-fuels-mistrust-of-science/
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/epa-pushes-back-against-covid-19-compliance-flexibility-backlash-ferc-give/575423/
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/epa-pushes-back-against-covid-19-compliance-flexibility-backlash-ferc-give/575423/
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/article241679426.html

