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Top DEP Stories 
  
Republican Herald: Recent court ruling could put brakes on water, sewer privatization in Pennsylvania 
https://www.republicanherald.com/news/recent-court-ruling-could-put-brakes-on-water-sewer-
privatization-in-pennsylvania/article_dea9f36a-ef70-5a1f-b73e-5c6eca3897d8.html 
 
The Derrick: LETTER: DEP must answer to Reno water disaster 
https://www.thederrick.com/opinion/letter-dep-must-answer-to-reno-water-disaster/article_da4f761c-
3ad7-11ee-8b7b-ff5743a907f5.html 
 
KDKA: Pennsylvania study suggests links between fracking and asthma, lymphoma in children 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/study-frackings-link-health-issues-pennsylvania-
researchers/ 
 
WTAE: A Pennsylvania study suggests links between fracking and asthma, lymphoma in children 
https://www.wtae.com/article/pennsylvania-fracking-health-study-natural-gas/44821738 
 
WPXI: New study digs into potential link between natural gas production, childhood cancer 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/new-study-digs-into-potential-link-between-natural-gas-production-
childhood-cancer/CLYMHRG6PJD4RF4D6AZLFORPOA/ 
 
WESA: Pitt researchers find higher risks for lymphoma and asthma for kids living near fracking sites 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2023-08-16/fracking-kids-lymphoma-asthma-risk 
 
Allegheny Front: PITT RESEARCHERS FIND HIGHER RISKS FOR LYMPHOMA AND ASTHMA FOR THOSE 
NEAR FRACKING, BUT ‘NO ASSOCIATION’ TO EWING SARCOMA 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pitt-researchers-find-higher-risks-for-lymphoma-and-asthma-for-those-
near-fracking-but-no-association-to-ewing-sarcoma/ 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Pa. study suggests links between fracking & asthma, lymphoma in children 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2023/08/pa-study-suggests-links-between-fracking-asthma-
lymphoma-in-children/ 
 
Observer-Reporter: Pitt study shows link between fracking, increased lymphoma, asthma reactions 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/pitt-study-shows-link-between-fracking-increased-
lymphoma-asthma-reactions/article_0a596b94-3c11-11ee-ac1e-2304a47e7205.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Pitt, state release findings of health studies into natural gas drilling 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/08/15/natural-gas-pennsylvania-cancer-
studies.html 
 
Post-Gazette: ‘Is it safe to live here?’: Questions loom at presentation of reports on fracking and health 
in southwestern Pa. 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/health/2023/08/15/shale-gas-fracking-health-
studies/stories/202308150112 
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Environmental Health News: Pennsylvanians living near fracking wells face higher risk for childhood 
cancer, low birth weights and asthma attacks 
https://www.ehn.org/living-near-fracking-wells-higher-risk-childhood-cancer-low-birth-weight-asthma-
2663909422.html 
 
PublicSource: Joint Pitt, state studies find link between proximity to fracking and increased cancer rates, 
asthma attacks, low birth weight 
https://www.publicsource.org/fracking-proximity-cancer-asthma-southwestern-pa-pitt-wolf/ 
 
AP: A Pennsylvania study suggests links between fracking and asthma, lymphoma in children 
https://apnews.com/article/fracking-pennsylvania-health-environment-research-
79dd7cfb9b3799e628b0c3667f30dcc4 
 
Inside Climate News: Fracking Linked to Increased Cases of Lymphoma in Pennsylvania Children, Study 
Finds 
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/16082023/pennsylvania-fracking-link-childhood-lymphoma/ 
 
Next Pittsburgh: Fracking raises risks of asthma and lymphoma in children, Pitt study reveals 
https://nextpittsburgh.com/environment/fracking-raises-risks-of-asthma-and-lymphoma-in-children-
pitt-study-reveals/ 
 
The Hill: Research suggests link between fracking, rare childhood cancers 
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/4155458-research-suggests-link-between-fracking-rare-
childhood-cancer/ 
 
Marcellus Drilling News: Pitt Releases Fake Research, Claims PA Fracking Linked to Kid Cancer 
https://marcellusdrilling.com/2023/08/pitt-releases-fake-research-claims-pa-fracking-linked-to-kid-
cancer/?event=login 
 
Bradford Era: A Pennsylvania study suggests links between fracking and asthma, lymphoma in children 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/a-pennsylvania-study-suggests-links-between-fracking-and-
asthma-lymphoma-in-children/article_7887fb3e-3c80-11ee-aeba-27f837c625cc.html 
 
New Castle News: A Pennsylvania study suggests links between fracking and asthma, lymphoma in 
children 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/a-pennsylvania-study-suggests-links-between-
fracking-and-asthma-lymphoma-in-children/article_a337ce4c-83a4-5c12-88a7-67bc6ae896fe.html 
  
Pennlive: Oil, gas rig workers get another chance to seek pay for changing in, out of protective gear 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2023/08/oil-gas-rig-workers-try-again-to-seek-pay-for-changing-in-
out-of-protective-gear.html 
 
East Palestine Derailment 
 
WESA: Sen. J.D. Vance, Pennsylvania neighbors of East Palestine, frustrated in wake of rail disaster 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2023-08-15/j-d-vance-pennsylvania-neighbors-east-
palestine-frustrated 
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Mentions   
 
KDKA: Plum house explosion: Cause of deadly blast that killed 5, including child, unknown 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/plum-borough-house-explosion-rustic-ridge-5-dead-3-
injured-homes-destroyed-recovery-cleanup/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Pennsylvania DEP may tighten regulations on natural gas drilling 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/08/16/dep-natural-gas-drilling-pennsylvania.html 
 
Wellsboro Gazette: Lawrenceville deals with bounced checks, “picayune” oversight from EPA 
https://www.tiogapublishing.com/the_wellsboro_mansfield_gazette/news/local/lawrenceville-deals-
with-bounced-checks-picayune-oversight-from-epa/article_5be5ff5a-3a99-11ee-af33-
73c08a0a8bf7.html  
 
Westfield Free Press-Courier: Elkland seeks wastewater plant operator 
https://www.tiogapublishing.com/free_press_courier/news/local/elkland-seeks-wastewater-plant-
operator/article_bddc3a8c-3a3d-11ee-8a33-5ff43695b149.html  
 
Air 
 
WJET-TV: Erie air quality approaching unhealthy range Wednesday; worst air quality in the state 
https://www.yourerie.com/wx/erie-air-quality-approaching-unhealthy-range-wednesday-worst-air-
quality-in-the-state/ 
 
KDKA Radio: Air pollution might be a factor in causing dementia 
https://www.audacy.com/kdkaradio/news/national/air-pollution-might-be-a-factor-in-causing-
dementia 
 
Climate Change 
 
Post-Gazette: Few U.S. workers leaving carbon-intensive jobs move to green ones 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/career-workplace/2023/08/16/workers-leaving-carbon-jobs-
green-energy/stories/202308160030 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Corry Journal: Spots still open for conservation talk next week 
https://www.thecorryjournal.com/news/article_56d06152-3b90-11ee-82a9-6faaa439d522.html 
 
Reading Eagle: Reading’s Riverfront Park has more potential than problems, city officials say 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2023/08/16/readings-riverfront-park-has-more-potential-than-
problems-city-officials-say/ 
 
Beaver County times: New nonprofit Reforest Our Future aims to foster regrowth 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/environment/2023/08/16/new-nonprofit-reforest-our-
future-aims-to-foster-regrowth-beaver-county/70584428007/ 
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Daily American: Pennsylvania coyotes have been saddled with myths. Get the facts about the elusive 
animals 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/story/sports/outdoors/2023/08/18/coyotes-pa-hunting-trapping-
myths-population-diet-fur-behavior-game-commission-biologist/70557426007/ 
 
Wellsboro Gazette: Trail construction on track, under budget for connector to Pine Creek Rail Trail 
https://www.tiogapublishing.com/the_wellsboro_mansfield_gazette/news/local/trail-construction-on-
track-under-budget/article_972f0c5e-36b7-11ee-a62d-a74f032d12d0.html     
 
Energy 
 
Meadville Tribune: EV charging stations growing in Crawford County 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/ev-charging-stations-growing-in-crawford-
county/article_f17fb022-3c71-11ee-a628-d3c992269a3f.html 
 
Bedford Gazette: Breezewood site to get $254K for electric vehicle charging 
https://www.bedfordgazette.com/news/local/breezewood-site-to-get-254k-for-electric-vehicle-
charging/article_69a68fd5-5aa5-548d-9e03-b3802d9650ee.html 
 
FOX43: Electric vehicles changing auto repair industry 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/electric-vehicles-changing-auto-repair-industry-wpmt/521-
0c9f56ee-ae4e-4b91-8618-8737676fd416 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: University of Pittsburgh's new solar farm near airport now in operation 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/08/16/pitts-big-solar-farm-near-airport-now-in-
operation.html  
 
Utility Dive: DC Circuit rejects Vistra, generator arguments in PJM capacity market dispute 
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/appeals-court-vistra-calpine-epsa-lawsuit-pjm-capacity-market-
ferc/691004/ 
 
Mining 
 
KDKA: Man who developed Quecreek Mine rescue capsule in need of living kidney donor 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/jeff-kravitz-living-kidney-donor-quecreek-mine-rescue/ 
 
KDKA Radio: Quecreek Mine rescuer now in need of kidney transplant 
https://www.audacy.com/kdkaradio/news/local/quecreek-mine-rescuer-now-in-need-of-kidney-
transplant 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
KDKA: 2 gas leaks found in different Plum neighborhood days after deadly house explosion 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/gas-leaks-found-plum-neighborhood-after-deadly-house-
explosion/ 
 
WTAE: County says house that exploded in Plum was having hot water tank issues 
https://www.wtae.com/article/plum-house-explosion-fire-marshal-hot-water-tank/44813979 
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Tribune-Review: Peoples Gas purging Rustic Ridge natural gas lines 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/peoples-gas-to-purge-rustic-ridge-natural-gas-lines/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Safety tips on natural gas usage and home inspections 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/here-are-some-safety-tips-on-natural-gas-usage-and-
home-inspections/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Pa. PUC investigators interviewing witnesses, monitoring evidence collection in Plum 
house explosion 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/east/2023/08/15/pa-puc-investigation-plum-home-explosion-five-
killed/stories/202308150111 
 
AP: Homeowners were having issues with hot water tank before deadly blast in Pennsylvania, officials 
say 
https://apnews.com/article/house-explosion-plum-pennsylvania-1844050d9c23871ac671322e619015f8 
 
Tribune-Review: Natural gas leaks found in Plum's Regency Park neighborhood following fatal Rustic 
Ridge blast 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/natural-gas-leaks-repaired-in-plums-regency-park-
neighborhood-following-fatal-rustic-ridge-blast/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: EQT gets OK for Tug Hill acquisition 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/08/16/eqt-gets-ok-for-tug-hill-acquisition.html 
 
Tribune-Review: No common links between Plum home explosions, gas company says 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/no-common-links-between-plum-home-explosions-gas-
company-says/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Letter to the editor: Frackers are wasting our water 
https://triblive.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-frackers-are-wasting-our-water/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Erika Strassburger and Josh Joswick: Better oversight of U.S. pipelines needed 
https://triblive.com/opinion/erika-strassburger-and-josh-joswick-better-oversight-of-us-pipelines-
needed/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Peoples restores Rustic Ridge natural gas service 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/peoples-gas-to-purge-rustic-ridge-natural-gas-lines/ 
 
AP: Houston energy firm to produce clean hydrogen with natural gas at West Virginia facility 
https://apnews.com/article/west-virginia-clean-hydrogen-project-emissions-
ce68d53e681063a5a57e8d5eaa419be6 
 
Post-Gazette: To get its Tug Hill acquisition, EQT's settlement with the FTC keeps Quantum out of the 
boardroom 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2023/08/17/eqy-ftc-quantum-natural-gas-tug-
hill-settlement-xcl-midstream/stories/202308170088 
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Radiation Protection  
 
Beaver County Times: KI tablet distribution taking place Thursday for residents near Beaver Valley Power 
Station 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/local/2023/08/15/ki-tablet-distribution-to-take-place-at-
beaver-valley-mall-on-thursday-beaver-county/70596510007/ 
 
Vector Management 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Lancaster County’s spotted lanternflies; where are all of them? 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/lancaster-county-s-spotted-lanternflies-where-are-all-of-
them/article_2db3f0e2-3c79-11ee-943c-932cc9eec3be.html 
 
abc27: Parts of Dauphin County, Harrisburg to be sprayed for mosquitos 
https://www.abc27.com/local-news/harrisburg/parts-of-dauphin-county-harrisburg-to-be-sprayed-for-
mosquitos/ 
 
WGAL: Trucks spraying for West Nile virus-carrying mosquitoes in Cumberland 
https://www.wgal.com/article/trucks-spraying-west-nile-virus-carrying-mosquitoes-
cumberland/44834767 
 
Philly Burbs: West Nile Virus found in Bucks County mosquitoes, spraying operation underway 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/local/2023/08/16/bucks-county-municipalities-sprayed-
mosquitoes-west-nile-virus-pa-health/70604983007/  
 
Waste 
 
abc27: Lithium batteries causing fires as they are improperly thrown out 
https://www.abc27.com/pennsylvania/lithium-batteries-causing-fires-as-they-are-improperly-thrown-
out/ 
 
KDKA: Audit finds City of Pittsburgh recycling system received more than 4,000 calls for missed pickups  
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/audit-finds-city-of-pittsburgh-recycling-system-received-
more-than-4000-calls-for-missed-pickups/  
 
WESA: Audit finds Pittsburgh's curbside recycling is often delayed by a chronic staffing shortage 
https://www.wesa.fm/politics-government/2023-08-16/audit-finds-pittsburghs-curbside-recycling-is-
often-delayed-by-a-chronic-staffing-shortage 
 
Daily Courier: Partnerships bolster Fayette recycling program 
https://www.dailycourier.com/multimedia/partnerships-bolster-fayette-recycling-
program/article_4f9430b6-3b8c-11ee-8d3d-636fabad816c.html 
 
Water 
 
Bradford Era: RTS Watershed 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/rts-watershed/article_0af5693c-3c60-11ee-9582-
73937307e3eb.html 
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Bradford Era: BSA submits revised permit limits to EPA 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/bsa-submits-revised-permit-limits-to-epa/article_8c89f486-3c60-
11ee-aa0a-97eeb69736e0.html 
 
Butler Eagle: Center and Summit townships won’t contest BASA sale 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20230816/center-and-summit-townships-wont-contest-basa-sale/ 
 
The Derrick: Event brings in $1,000 for Reno water fund 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/community_news/event-brings-in-1-000-for-reno-water-
fund/article_0b840e9c-3c44-11ee-888d-b7b4e9883c03.html 
 
Meadville Tribune: Hearing set on proposed Conneaut Lake water line route 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/hearing-set-on-proposed-conneaut-lake-water-line-
route/article_3264af38-3c5f-11ee-b59e-ef9739969a16.html 
 
Lewistown Sentinel: JC officials change scope of water main rehab 
https://www.lewistownsentinel.com/news/local-news/2023/08/jc-officials-change-scope-of-water-
main-rehab/ 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Huntingdon water, sewer rates to increase 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/huntingdon-water-sewer-rates-to-
increase/article_41b841ba-831c-51a2-863f-4237a5b29292.html 
 
Gettysburg Times: Carroll Valley sewer rate hike to fund new plant 
https://www.gettysburgtimes.com/news/local/article_c3d40c9c-e737-5e9c-b887-b87a55e7e3ec.html 
 
Pittsburgh City Paper: Where the heck are Pittsburgh's river barges going? Who is on them? Why is one 
named Darrell? 
https://www.pghcitypaper.com/news/where-the-heck-are-pittsburghs-river-barges-going-who-is-on-
them-why-is-one-named-darrell-24395603 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: LMA officials highlight quarterly report 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/lma-officials-highlight-quarterly-
report/article_2fda2472-afa2-5c78-a81d-6f0196d118a4.html 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: UTMA determines it has co-jurisdiction on brewery grease trap issue 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/utma-determines-it-has-co-jurisdiction-on-brewery-
grease-trap-issue/article_c9361661-d953-507c-9c2c-3836d4a3bd78.html 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Pennlive: Disgruntled neighbor sets fires at central Pa. mayor’s house in trash feud 
https://www.pennlive.com/crime/2023/08/disgruntled-neighbor-sets-fires-at-central-pa-mayors-house-
over-trash-feud-police.html 
 
Pennlive: Sinkhole causes evacuation at Penn State parking garage 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2023/08/sinkhole-causes-evacuation-at-penn-state-parking-garage-
report.html 
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WTAJ: Parking deck on Penn State’s campus evacuated, closed due to sinkhole 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/local-news/parking-deck-on-penn-states-campus-evacuated-closed-due-
to-sinkhole/ 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Police use trash and 26-year-old evidence for arrest in 1997 sexual assault of 
minors 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/police-use-trash-and-26-year-old-evidence-for-arrest-in-1997-
sexual-assault-of/article_1d6b2c12-3c67-11ee-8745-e75f706e78f1.html 
 
Mon Valley Independent: American industrial icon U.S. Steel is on the verge of being absorbed as 
industry consolidates further 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2023/08/american-industrial-icon-u-s-steel-is-on-the-verge-of-
being-absorbed-as-industry-consolidates-further/ 
 
Daily Courier: Westmoreland ramps up lead safe program 
 https://www.dailycourier.com/news/westmoreland-ramps-up-lead-safe-program/article_aa532666-
3b7c-11ee-b1c8-f3e0f8a79377.html 
 
Next Pittsburgh: Washington’s Landing neighbors embrace new weapon in the war on spotted 
lanternflies 
https://nextpittsburgh.com/environment/a-new-weapon-in-the-war-on-the-spotted-lanternfly/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Esmark CEO on why he wants to buy U.S. Steel 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/08/15/esmark-bouchard-united-states-steel.html 
 
Post-Gazette: U.S. Steel rides high as takeover talk intensifies 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2023/08/14/us-steel-cleveland-cliffs-steel-
electric-esmark/stories/202308140098 
 
Beaver County Radio: American industrial icon US Steel is on the verge of being absorbed as industry 
consolidates further 
https://beavercountyradio.com/news/american-industrial-icon-us-steel-is-on-the-verge-of-being-
absorbed-as-industry-consolidates-further/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: THE BATTLE FOR U.S. STEEL 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/08/17/the-battle-for-u-s-steel-pittsburgh-
icon.html 
 
Post-Gazette: U.S. Steel takeover would threaten Pittsburgh's identity, historians say 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2023/08/17/us-steel-pittsburgh-cleveland-cliffs-
esmark/stories/202308160095 
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