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Top DEP Stories 
   
Berks Weekly: DEP Sec. Negrin tours upgrades made to wastewater treatment plant in Exeter Township 
https://berksweekly.com/news/dep-sec-negrin-tours-upgrades-made-to-wastewater-treatment-plant-
in-exeter-township/ 
 
WTAE: Pennsylvania DEP to investigate Plum house explosion 
https://www.wtae.com/article/plum-house-explosion-department-of-environmental-
protection/44846273 
 
Tribune-Review: Gov. Shapiro orders DEP probe of Plum house explosion 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/gov-shapiro-orders-dep-probe-of-plum-house-
explosion/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Gov. Shapiro directs DEP to investigate Plum house explosion 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-state/2023/08/17/governor-shapiro-plum-house-
explosion-investigation-six-killed/stories/202308170135 
 
Sayre Morning-Times: Second Minard Mine public hearing slated for Sept. 26 
https://www.morning-times.com/news/article_7da1a170-2df3-5493-873b-e0f9ebc7ef70.html  
 
Towanda Daily Review: Second Minard Mine public hearing slated for Sept. 26 
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/second-minard-mine-public-hearing-slated-for-sept-
26/article_5f027424-187b-540f-aa03-20f810b5a0cb.html  
 
East Palestine Derailment 
 
Beaver Coounty Times: Senators to Norfolk Southern: Stand by pledge, join federal close-call reporting 
system 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/state/2023/08/18/east-palestine-train-derailment-pa-
senators-fetterman-casey-rebuke-norfolk-southern-c3rs/70616781007/ 
 
New York Times: One Family’s Toxic Train Wreck Ordeal: Illness, Exile and Debt  
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/08/16/health/east-palestine-ohio-train-derailment-crisis.html 
 
Mentions   
 
The Derrick: Consumable water for Reno might not be far off, official says 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/consumable-water-for-reno-might-not-be-far-off-
official-says/article_689ad410-3cff-11ee-8322-3ba10aba7ce7.html 
 
WTAE: 'Do Not Consume': To frustration of Reno residents, water advisory approaches one month mark 
https://www.wtae.com/article/reno-water-venango-county/44834765 
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Sayre Morning Times: Athens Twp. Planning Commission recommends preliminary approval for Minard 
Mine 
https://www.morning-times.com/news/article_8d7837ac-062f-5213-8e9d-e2d9b3274ff5.html  
 
Towanda Daily Review: Bradford Co. Planning Commission reviews proposed Canton based water facility 
for fracking  
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/bc-planning-commission-reviews-proposed-canton-based-
water-facility-for-fracking/article_8f149209-c919-5a40-8520-1f775e7f801d.html  
 
Air 
 
Penn State News: Fresher AIr: AI and mobility data may improve air pollution exposure models 
https://www.psu.edu/news/research/story/fresher-air-ai-and-mobility-data-may-improve-air-pollution-
exposure-models/  
 
Climate Change 
 
WITF/StateImpact: What can one person do about climate change? Part 2: What we (don’t) eat 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2023/08/18/what-can-one-person-do-about-climate-change-
part-2-what-we-dont-eat/ 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
exploreVenango: DCNR Updates Guidance On Swimming At State Parks As Labor Day Approaches 
https://explorevenango.com/dcnr-updates-guidance-on-swimming-at-state-parks-as-labor-day-
approaches/ 
 
MyChesCo: Chester County Residents Join Forces for Mega Cleanup on Tattersall Way 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/social-issues/volunteerism/chester-county-residents-join-forces-
for-mega-cleanup-on-tattersall-way/ 
 
The Reporter: Second Lansdale garden tour slated for Saturday 
https://www.thereporteronline.com/2023/08/17/second-lansdale-garden-tour-slated-for-saturday/ 
 
WJAC: Urgent call to action: PA Department of Agriculture seeks public help in spotted lanternfly crisis 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/urgent-call-to-action-pa-department-of-agriculture-seeks-public-help-in-
spotted-lanternfly-crisis# 
 
Next Pittsburgh: Clarion creates a welcoming place for outdoor adventurers 
https://nextpittsburgh.com/outdoor-guide/clarion-creates-a-welcoming-place-for-outdoor-adventurers/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Allegheny County reaches an agreement on land eyed for Brilliant Line trail project 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2023/08/17/brilliant-line-trail-project-railroad-
biking-pedestrian-homewood-aspinwall/stories/202308170112 
 
Next Pittsburgh: Clarion creates a welcoming place for outdoor adventurers 
https://nextpittsburgh.com/outdoor-guide/clarion-creates-a-welcoming-place-for-outdoor-adventurers/ 
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Lock Haven Express: PA Outdoors Corps youth program offers work experience and more 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2023/08/pa-outdoor-corps-youth-program-offers-work-
experience-and-more/     
 
Energy 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Pennsylvania begins awarding millions for EV infrastructure charging. Here's 
the local breakdown. 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/inno/stories/profiles/2023/08/17/state-awards-millions-ev-
chargers-local.html 
 
Mining 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: We need affordable energy, not a million acre monument (Editorial) 
https://www.sungazette.com/opinion/editorials/2023/08/we-need-affordable-energy-not-a-million-
acre-monument/  
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Bradford Era: A Pennsylvania study suggests links between fracking and asthma, lymphoma in children 
https://www.timesobserver.com/opinion/our-opinion/2023/08/our-opinion-epa-actions-disrespect-
court-ruling/ 
  
KDKA: Natural gas alarm maker hopes to prevent more tragedies like deadly Plum house explosion 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/natural-gas-alarm-maker-plum-house-explosion/  
 
WTAE: Beaver County community without gas and hot water for days 
https://www.wtae.com/article/midland-scenic-hills-homes-no-gas/44844120 
 
WPXI: Fire marshal considers Plum house explosion accidental, DA says 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/fire-marshal-considers-plum-house-explosion-accidental-da-
says/3GAIJJ7EV5CUHGUOXXYCLZQ36A/ 
 
Herald-Standard: Fayette commissioners take step to prevent injection wells 
https://www.heraldstandard.com/news/local_news/fayette-commissioners-take-step-to-prevent-
injection-wells/article_91644330-3d0f-11ee-801e-97d47d923941.html 
 
Observer-Reporter: Fayette commissioners take step to prevent injection wells  
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/fayette-commissioners-take-step-to-prevent-injection-
wells/article_34f88f0a-3d2f-11ee-8040-37792ffb1e2a.html  
 
Tribune-Review: Peoples mum about possible natural gas odor in Rustic Ridge prior to house explosion 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/peoples-gas-mum-about-possible-gas-odor-in-rustic-
ridge-prior-to-house-explosion/ 
 
E&E News: How the infrastructure law creates state oil winners and losers 
https://www.eenews.net/articles/how-the-infrastructure-law-creates-state-oil-winners-and-losers/ 
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Grist: In Pennsylvania, state data links fracking to childhood cancer 
https://grist.org/health/pennsylvania-fracking-study-lymphoma-asthma/ 
 
NBC: Millions in the U.S. live near abandoned oil and gas wells linked to explosions and toxins  
https://www.nbc.com/nbc-nightly-news/video/millions-in-the-us-live-near-abandoned-oil-and-gas-
wells-linked-to-explosions-and-toxins/NBCN986309805 
 
Vector Management 
 
WJET-TV: Seventh group of Erie County mosquitoes test positive for West Nile Virus 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/seventh-group-of-erie-county-mosquitoes-test-positive-
for-west-nile-virus/ 
 
WICU-TV: Mosquitoes Collected in Millcreek Township Test Positive for West Nile Virus 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/49450769/mosquitoes-collected-in-millcreek-township-test-
positive-for-west-nile-virus 
 
Mercury: Berks food safety inspections found rodent and insect activity in the kitchen, dining, and bar 
areas of a restaurant 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2023/08/18/berks-food-safety-inspections-found-rodent-and-insect-
activity-in-the-kitchen-dining-and-bar-areas-of-a-restaurant/ 
 
Waste 
 
Daily Courier: Video lends voice to glass recycling industry success 
https://www.dailycourier.com/news/video-lends-voice-to-glass-recycling-industry-
success/article_19d1eb18-3d02-11ee-b437-c3bc987c184b.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Rotary donates recycled-plastic bench in Export 
https://triblive.com/local/murrysville/rotary-donates-recycled-plastic-bench-in-export/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Hughesville residents cope with fly problem; fairground trash cans blamed 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2023/08/hughesville-residents-cope-with-fly-problem/  
 
Water 
 
FOX43: York Co. residents remain worried over odor and taste of water 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/york-county/york-county-residents-remain-worried-odor-
taste-water-york-water-company/521-9e1e06a0-0d75-4177-a03c-ee34bce784fd 
 
exploareVenango: Area Municipality Receive $8.1 Million Loan for Wastewater Project from 
Pennsylvania Infrastructure Investment Authority 
https://explorevenango.com/area-municipality-receive-8-1-million-loan-for-wastewater-project-from-
pennsylvania-infrastructure-investment-authority/ 
 
WJET-TV: Harmful Algal Bloom levels high at 16 locations around Erie County 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/harmful-algal-bloom-levels-high-at-12-locations-around-
erie-county/ 
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WICU-TV: 16 Dog Swimming Advisories in Place in Erie County 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/49450977/16-dog-swimming-advisories-in-place-in-erie-county 
 
WHYY: Philadelphians could get millions of dollars in home repairs tied to Hurricane Ida flooding 
https://whyy.org/articles/hurricane-ida-philadelphia-flooding-recovery-money-home-repairs/ 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: LTMA seeking permit modification  
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/ltma-seeking-permit-modification/article_655c97c0-
345e-5754-99fe-68d697b96445.html  
 
Post-Gazette: Editorial: Shore up region's essential waterway infrastructure 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2023/08/18/port-waterway-lock-dam-
infrastructure/stories/202308180005 
 
WBRE: Lawsuit says Brita misled users about ability to filter out forever chemicals, more 
https://www.pahomepage.com/news/lawsuit-says-brita-misled-users-about-ability-to-filter-out-
forever-chemicals-more/   
 
Fox56: Overnight storms impact North and Central PA with flooding, downed trees and road closures 
https://fox56.com/news/local/overnight-flooding-
impacts?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&sfmc_id=5152162&utm_guid=fe1ba989-02b5-44d2-
a2cb-a43a80eb23d1&utm_campaign=  
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Motorist escapes vehicle after driving into a flooded Route 220 near Glen 
Mawr 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2023/08/motorist-escapes-vehicle-after-driving-into-a-
flooded-route-220-near-glen-mawr/  
 
Miscellaneous 
 
York Dispatch: Five takeaways from the first year of America’s biggest climate law 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/opinion/contributors/2023/08/17/five-takeaways-from-the-first-
year-of-americas-biggest-climate-law/70608893007/ 
 
Reading Eagle: Shallow blasting to start at future STEM academy site in Reading 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2023/08/17/shallow-blasting-to-start-at-future-stem-academy-site-in-
reading/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Norris Square Park: ‘If we weren’t a majority Black and brown community, I 
believe the money would be there somehow’ 
Parks and Rec tells Norris Square residents that park restoration must be downsized to move ahead 
(inquirer.com) 
 
Delco Times: From the Ground Up: More contest results from environment-conscious readers 
From the Ground Up: More contest results from our winning readers (delcotimes.com) 
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https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2023/08/motorist-escapes-vehicle-after-driving-into-a-flooded-route-220-near-glen-mawr/
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2023/08/motorist-escapes-vehicle-after-driving-into-a-flooded-route-220-near-glen-mawr/
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/opinion/contributors/2023/08/17/five-takeaways-from-the-first-year-of-americas-biggest-climate-law/70608893007/
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/opinion/contributors/2023/08/17/five-takeaways-from-the-first-year-of-americas-biggest-climate-law/70608893007/
https://www.readingeagle.com/2023/08/17/shallow-blasting-to-start-at-future-stem-academy-site-in-reading/
https://www.readingeagle.com/2023/08/17/shallow-blasting-to-start-at-future-stem-academy-site-in-reading/
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/norris-square-park-proposed-renovations-stalled-20230817.html
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/norris-square-park-proposed-renovations-stalled-20230817.html
https://www.delcotimes.com/2023/08/17/from-the-ground-up-more-contest-results-from-environment-conscious-readers/


Pittsburgh Business Times: USW transfers its right to bid on U.S. Steel to Cleveland Cliffs 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/08/17/cleveland-cliffs-united-steelworkers-us-
steel.html  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: PPG and PPG Foundation commit $5M to environmental sustainability 
education 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/08/17/ppg-ppg-foundation-commit-5m.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Who owns the largest amount of shares in U.S. Steel, Cleveland-Cliffs? 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/08/17/shareholders-us-steel-cleveland-cliffs.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Report: ArcelorMittal considers bid for U.S. Steel 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/08/17/report-arcelormittal-considers-bid-for-u-s-
steel.html 
 
Centre Daily Times: Sinkhole causes evacuation, closure of Penn State parking deck. What we know 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/education/penn-
state/article278302378.html?ac_cid=DM835520&ac_bid=-572173608  
 
Daily Collegian: Eisenhower Road, parking deck closed due to sinkhole 
https://www.psucollegian.com/news/campus/eisenhower-road-parking-deck-closed-due-to-
sinkhole/article_24f82f22-3c51-11ee-bc8f-67fac16eeed7.html  
 
Centre Daily Times: How is the Eisenhower Deck sinkhole impacting Penn State move-in week? Changes 
to know 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/education/penn-
state/article278332124.html?ac_cid=DM836052&ac_bid=-561426690  
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