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Top DEP Stories 
   
Tribune-Review: Olympus Energy donating 250 gas detectors to Plum's Rustic Ridge neighborhood 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/olympus-energy-donating-250-gas-detectors-to-plums-
rustic-ridge-neighborhood/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Gas driller donates gas detectors to Rustic Ridge families 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/east/2023/08/25/plum-house-explosion-methane-detectors-
donations-dep/stories/202308250091 
 
WTAE: Rustic Ridge homeowners in Plum get methane detectors donated through the state 
https://www.wtae.com/article/plum-rustic-ridge-methane-detectors/44914891 
 
KDKA: Drought watch lifted for most of Pittsburgh area 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/drought-watch-lifted-pittsburgh-area/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Pa. lifts drought watch for most of its counties, including Pittsburgh region 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/weather-news/2023/08/26/pa-drought-watch-lifted-pittsburgh-
counties/stories/202308260071 
 
PA Environment Digest: Shapiro Administration Secures Methane Detectors For Neighborhood In Plum 
Boro, Allegheny County Where Home Exploded 
http://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2023/08/shapiro-administration-distributes.html 
 
Butler Eagle: Methane detectors to be distributed to Rustic Ridge Community 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20230826/methane-detectors-to-be-distributed-to-rustic-ridge-
community/ 
 
Olean Times Herald: A reclamation success story in PA Wilds 
https://www.oleantimesherald.com/news/a-reclamation-success-story-in-pa-wilds/article_57596a82-
4357-11ee-bf90-735b8e0b0b1a.html  
 
DuBois Courier-Express: Drought watch lifted for Clearfield, Elk, Jefferson counties 
https://www.thecourierexpress.com/news/state/drought-watch-lifted-for-clearfield-elk-jefferson-
counties/article_0fc5c7c0-42b1-11ee-a295-77c3a44857d5.html  
 
Towanda Daily Review: PA DEP secures methane detectors for Rustic Ridge community 
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/pa-dep-secures-methane-detectors-for-rustic-ridge-
community/article_fa05a05b-28fb-5d30-8f15-061dfa0c354b.html  
 
Plum Home Explosion 
 
Tribune-Review: Neighbor near fatal Plum house explosion can get house fixed but mourns loss of 
friends, wonders about the future  
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/neighbor-near-fatal-plum-house-explosion-can-get-
house-fixed-but-mourns-loss-of-friends-wonders-about-the-future/ 
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Tribune-Review: Rustic Ridge homeowners whose houses were damaged by the house explosion could 
get tax relief 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/rustic-ridge-homeowners-whose-houses-were-
damaged-by-the-house-explosion-could-get-tax-relief/ 
 
East Palestine Derailment 
 
Tribune-Review: Editorial: Rail safety legislation derailed 
https://triblive.com/opinion/editorial-rail-safety-legislation-derailed/ 
 
Mentions   
 
Bradford Era: Reclamation success story in PA Wilds 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/reclamation-success-story-in-pa-wilds/article_40e208b8-4366-
11ee-9fb7-5791453cd1df.html 
 
The Derrick: DEP website provides updates on Reno water 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/community_news/dep-website-provides-updates-on-reno-
water/article_d36a6486-4353-11ee-a103-e36e6f1cd103.html#tncms-source=login 
 
Tribune-Review: Murrysville council approves injection well ordinance  
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/murrysville-council-approves-injection-well-ordinance/ 
 
KDKA: DEP responds to oil sheen on river near Point State Park 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/oil-sheen-river-point-state-park-pittsburgh-department-of-
environmental-protection/  
 
WJAC: Cause of 2022 gas leak in Cambria County determined 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/cause-of-2022-gas-leak-in-cambria-county-determined  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Klaber's Viewpoint: All deserve better 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/08/25/klaber-viewpoint-objective-view-
needed.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Equitrans says corrosion led to Rager Mountain storage leak 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/08/25/rager-mountain-equitrans-report.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: West Nile Virus detected in Danville 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/west-nile-virus-detected-in-danville/article_8ae2386a-42a4-11ee-
a3bb-3f0dd2fe3e57.html  
 
Centre Daily Times: Bellefonte has suspended its Climate Action Plan. What’s next for sustainability 
efforts? 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/bellefonte/article278613149.html  
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Air 
 
Tribune-Review: Butler County leaders get a close look at agricultural issues — and an elk farm — on 
tour 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/butler-county-leaders-get-a-close-look-at-agricultural-
issues-and-an-elk-farm-on-tour/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Alyssa Norris: How do we know how much pollution the aviation industry is producing? 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/Op-Ed/2023/08/28/delta-duckworth-ernst-alyssa-
norris/stories/202308260017 
 
Climate Change 
 
Bradford Era: Curbing cow belches in the name of climate change mitigation 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/curbing-cow-belches-in-the-name-of-climate-change-
mitigation/article_01453e50-4514-11ee-94a7-4f9f02cbbe87.html 
 
WHYY: Could patio umbrellas and planters help cool Philly blocks? Researchers team up with residents 
to find tree alternatives 
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-heat-planter-benches-cooling-drexel-research/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Letter to the editor: A carbon-free future would be very lonely 
https://triblive.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-a-carbon-free-future-would-be-very-lonely/ 
 
Allegheny Front: BELLEFONTE, IN CENTRE COUNTY, VOTES TO SHELVE ITS CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/bellefonte-centre-county-pennsylvania-votes-to-shelve-its-climate-
action-plan/ 
 
Allegheny Front: WHAT CAN ONE PERSON DO ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE? CLIMATE SOLUTIONS WILL 
HELP YOU GET STARTED 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/climate-change-solutions-stateimpact-pennsylvania/ 
 
Allegheny Front: IN PA., CLIMATE CHANGE STRESSES OLD INFRASTRUCTURE. STORMWATER FEES CAN 
HELP LIMIT FLOODING, POLLUTION 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/in-pa-climate-change-stresses-old-infrastructure-stormwater-fees-can-
help-limit-flooding-pollution/ 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Times Observer: Hutchinson seeking resolution over Hatch Run area 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2023/08/hutchinson-seeking-resolution-over-hatch-
run-area/ 
 
WICU-TV: Goats Work to Clear Invasive Species 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/49527630/goats-work-to-clear-invasive-species 
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Pennlive: Pa. preservation program adds 35 farms, 2,044 acres in 18 counties to list 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2023/08/pa-preservation-program-adds-35-farms-2044-acres-in-18-
counties-to-list.html 
 
PhillyBurbs: Lunch and a view? Check out these 5 spots in Lower Bucks County 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/local/2023/08/28/lower-bucks-county-spots-to-enjoy-lunch-
outside-bristol-grundy-core-creek-park-delaware-river-falls/70649679007/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: At Fletcher Street Urban Riding Club, the start of school is celebrated with horses 
and fun 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/fletcher-street-urban-riding-club-backpack-giveaway-
back-to-school-20230828.html 
 
Centre Daily Times: Afield: What happens to a PA forest after a timber sale? This area offers an example 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/state/pennsylvania/article278601079.html?ac_cid=DM839790&ac_
bid=-489483677     
 
Energy 
 
WITF/StateImpact: Pa. crypto plant wants to burn tires; environmental advocates ask regulator to say no 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2023/08/25/pa-crypto-plant-wants-to-burn-tires-
environmental-advocates-ask-regulator-to-say-no/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Casey hopes tax credits for clean-energy projects can boost Pa.'s 'coal communities'  
https://triblive.com/local/regional/casey-hopes-tax-credits-for-clean-energy-projects-can-boost-pa-s-
coal-communities/  
 
Tribune-Review: Pa. Public Utilities Commission names Jennifer Berrier as executive director 
https://triblive.com/news/pennsylvania/pa-public-utilities-commission-names-jennifer-berrier-as-
executive-director/ 
 
WESA: Art exhibit visits the front lines of fossil-fuel extraction 
https://www.wesa.fm/arts-sports-culture/2023-08-28/fossil-fuel-extraction-art-exhibit-carnegie-
museum 
 
Allegheny Front: PENNSYLVANIA TO GET MORE ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATIONS 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/more-electric-vehicle-charging-stations-pennsylvania/ 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Monessen mayor promotes clean energy savings 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2023/08/monessen-mayor-promotes-clean-energy-savings/ 
 
The Guardian: US coal plant closure emphasises health benefits of cleaner air 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/aug/25/pittsburgh-coal-plant-closure-emphasises-
benefits-cleaner-air 
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Oil and Gas  
 
Times Observer: Gas well setbacks questioned after health impact study 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2023/08/gas-well-setbacks-questioned-after-health-
impact-study/ 
 
LevittownNow: UPDATE: Gas Spill By Five Points Cleaned Up 
https://levittownnow.com/2023/08/27/fuel-spill-at-levittowns-gas-station-prompts-large-response/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Public to weigh in on proposed Leto compressor station in West Deer  
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/public-to-weigh-in-on-proposed-leto-compressor-
station-in-west-deer/  
 
Tribune-Review: Editorial: Fracking study points to health costs 
https://triblive.com/opinion/editorial-fracking-study-points-to-health-costs/ 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Dunlevy pipeline project to start in September 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2023/08/dunlevy-pipeline-project-to-start-in-september/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Gas industry strikes back at Pitt's drilling health study 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/08/25/natural-gas-industry-pitt-health-
drilling.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Analyst: Mountain Valley Pipeline won’t lead to increases in drilling in the 
short term 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/08/24/mountain-valley-pipeline-takeaway-
capacity.html 
 
Post-Gazette: We know how bad fracking is for children 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2023/08/27/we-know-how-bad-fracking-is-for-
children/stories/202308240039 
 
PFAS 
 
PhillyVoice: 'Forever chemicals' found in most Pennsylvania streams tested by U.S. Geological Survey 
scientists 
https://www.phillyvoice.com/pennsylvania-pfas-forever-chemicals-streams-rivers/ 
 
KYW Newsradio: Sample finds PFAS in 76% of streams across Pa. 
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/local/forever-chemicals-found-in-streams-across-pa 
 
WTAJ: USGS: PFAS chemicals found in Pennsylvania water systems 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/local-news/usgs-pfas-chemicals-found-in-pennsylvania-water-systems/ 
 
WTAJ: USGS: PFAS chemicals found in Pennsylvania water systems 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/local-news/usgs-pfas-chemicals-found-in-pennsylvania-water-systems/  
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Vector Management 
 
Butler Eagle: Spotted lanternflies making comeback in Western Pa. 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20230826/spotted-lanternflies-making-comeback-in-western-pa/ 
 
Citizens Voice: West Nile infected mosquito count is lower this year, despite wet summer 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/west-nile-infected-mosquito-count-is-lower-this-year-despite-
wet-summer/article_7d3c7601-70c3-5944-a121-3d873a57a186.html 
 
Tribune-Review: How to manage spotted lanternflies in your yard 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/how-to-manage-spotted-lanternflies-in-your-yard/  
 
Tribune-Review: Spotted lanternflies are swarming Western Pennsylvania 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/spotted-lanternfly-are-swarming-western-pennsylvania/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Laurels & lances: School starts and spotted lanternflies 
https://triblive.com/opinion/laurels-lances-school-starts-and-spotted-lanternflies/ 
 
KDKA: The War on Spotted Lanternflies: Getting rid of the elusive nuisances 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/the-war-on-spotted-lanternflies-getting-rid-of-the-elusive-
nuisances/  
 
WESA: Spotted lanternflies swarm Pittsburgh: They’re hitchhikers — don’t give them a ride. 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2023-08-25/spotted-lanternflies-swarm-pittsburgh-theyre-
hitchhikers-dont-give-them-a-ride  
 
WESA: Proposed Lake Erie National Marine Sanctuary would be an underwater shipwreck museum, 
advocates say  
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2023-08-28/lake-erie-national-marine-sanctuary-shipwreck-
museum 
 
Allegheny Front: CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA SEES DROP IN SPOTTED LANTERNFLIES 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/central-pennsylvania-sees-drop-in-spotted-lanternflies/ 
 
Beaver County Times: Spotted lanternflies return to Beaver County, residents encouraged to avoid home 
remedies 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/local/2023/08/28/spotted-lanternflies-plaguing-western-
pennsylvania-during-end-of-summer-beaver-allegheny-lawrence/70667196007/ 
 
Post-Gazette: It’s linked to ticks, and can be life threatening. But what do we really know about alpha-
gal syndrome? 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/health/2023/08/27/alpha-gal-syndrome-meat-
allergy/stories/202308270004 
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Waste 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Cumberland County moves forward with plan to develop new recycling center 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/government-politics/cumberland-county-eyes-recycling-
center/article_1b225d88-42a5-11ee-827e-2fac658c92c8.html#tracking-source=home-top-story 
 
Allegheny Front: MOM’S HOMESPUN WEDDING GETS GREEN THUMBS UP 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/green-sustainable-weddings-pittsburgh/ 
 
Water 
 
Standard Speaker:  Freeland stormwater project largest infrastructure investment in two decades 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/freeland-stormwater-project-largest-infrastructure-investment-in-
two-decades/article_37608531-76a9-59e4-8263-0526eda55494.html 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: This ‘Green Vision Plan for Kingsessing’ was drafted with the say — and approval 
— of community members 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/kingsessing-green-development-community-gardens-
william-penn-20230826.html 
 
Mercury: Towamencin sewer sale sparring continues to court case, info campaign 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2023/08/25/towamencin-sewer-sale-sparring-continues-to-court-case-
info-campaign/ 
KDKA: Boil water advisory in place for lower portion of Conway Borough  
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/boil-water-advisory-in-place-for-lower-portion-of-conway-
borough/  
 
Mon Valley Independent: Forward Twp. sues over wastewater system sale 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2023/08/forward-twp-sues-over-wastewater-system-sale/ 
 
Next Pittsburgh: Pittsburghers have one more chance to weigh in on the PWSA’s proposed rate hike 
https://nextpittsburgh.com/latest-news/last-chance-to-weigh-in-on-the-pwsas-proposed-rate-hike/ 
 
Lock Haven Express: PENNDOT gives update on river walkway 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2023/08/penndot-gives-update-on-river-walkway/   
 
Lock Haven Express: EPA, Hershey Co. commit $2 million for PA dairy farmers 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2023/08/epa-hershey-co-commit-2-million-for-pa-dairy-
farmers/  
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Lancaster Farming: Produce Researchers Share Observations on Covering Soil, Robotic Weeders, Heat-
Tolerant Varieties 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/produce/produce-researchers-share-observations-
on-covering-soil-robotic-weeders-heat-tolerant-varieties/article_785c45ed-15b9-50a1-bdef-
9ee76fdb59d4.html 
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Lancaster Farming: Watch Out for Toxic Plants and Excessive Weeds in Cattle Pastures 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/livestock/watch-out-for-toxic-plants-and-excessive-
weeds-in-cattle-pastures/article_44981a77-7ee3-57e3-bc0e-fc2118cae480.html 
 
WITF: Pennsylvanians among those being recruited by environmental groups to diversify an 
overwhelmingly white conservation world 
https://www.witf.org/2023/08/27/pennsylvanians-among-those-being-recruited-by-environmental-
groups-to-diversify-an-overwhelmingly-white-conservation-world/ 
 
FOX43: State Police apprehend suspected Appalachian Trail arsonist 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/crime/state-police-searching-david-browne-fires-appalachian-
trail-assault-ranger/521-957a94b6-79e0-465b-8d53-1d6a3035bbe4 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: The opening of FDR Park’s ‘megaswing’ is delayed 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/fdr-park-megaswing-anna-verna-playground-
20230825.html 
 
WHYY/BillyPenn: A Philly environmental leader’s grand vision to turn vacant lots into a new park system 
https://billypenn.com/2023/08/27/philadelphia-vacant-lots-park-system-overbrook-jerome-shabazz/ 
 
Delco Times: Newlin Grist Mill’s Archaeology Festival features fun and learning for all ages 
https://www.delcotimes.com/2023/08/27/newlin-grist-mills-archaeology-festival-features-fun-and-
learning-for-all-ages/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Minor Ohio earthquake felt in some parts of Western Pa. 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/minor-ohio-earthquake-felt-in-some-parts-of-western-pa/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Butler Plank Road slide repair begins Monday in Shaler 
https://triblive.com/local/butler-plank-road-slide-repair-begins-monday-in-shaler/ 
 
WJAC: Two transported following train vs truck crash in Paint Township; fuel spill contained, officials say 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/911-one-injured-in-train-vs-tractor-trailer-crash-in-paint-township# 
 
AP: Environmental groups recruit people of color into overwhelmingly white conservation world 
https://apnews.com/article/conservation-diversity-equity-environmental-interns-black-indigenous-
c7b2b268dfcbf5e46c347ab2294bb061 
 
Centre Daily Times: Penn State parking deck remains partly closed due to sinkhole. When will it fully 
reopen? 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/education/penn-
state/article278601319.html?ac_cid=DM839564&ac_bid=-493552676  
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