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Top DEP Stories 
 
WITF/StateImpact: DEP appeals court’s hold on sections of new drilling rules 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2016/12/07/dep-appeals-courts-hold-on-sections-of-new-
drilling-rules/?_ga=1.88597266.882895250.1471610849 
 
WITF/StateImpact: Rice Energy fined $3.5 million for wellsite and pipeline violations 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2016/12/07/rice-energy-fined-3-5-million-for-wellsite-and-
pipeline-violations/?_ga=1.123331330.882895250.1471610849 
 
abc27: Pennsylvania levels $3.5 million fine against gas driller 
http://abc27.com/2016/12/07/pennsylvania-levels-3-5-million-fine-against-gas-driller/ 
 
Observer Reporter: Rice subsidiaries fined $3.5 million by DEP 
http://www.observer-reporter.com/20161207/rice_subsidiaries_fined_35_million_by_dep  
 
Air 
 
Observer-Reporter: FC officials hold off on vote over air-quality testing proposal 
http://www.observer-reporter.com/20161206/fc_officials_hold_off_on_vote_over_air-
quality_testing_proposal  
 
Climate Change 
 
Penn St. Daily Collegian: Penn State researchers use genome-sequence data to predict how corals can 
survive climate change 
http://www.collegian.psu.edu/news/campus/article_b4848b1c-bcde-11e6-a327-1fcf5a030492.html 
 
StateImpact PA: Climate-change-denier may be named to head EPA 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2016/12/07/climate-change-denier-may-be-named-to-head-
epa/ 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Mainline Media: State Rep. Briggs announces $1.25M grant for Upper Merion Township 
http://www.mainlinemedianews.com/kingofprussiacourier/news/state-rep-briggs-announces-m-grant-
for-upper-merion-township/article_8e662a12-8acd-5ab7-b391-135a142c0ba6.html 
 
Energy 
 
Towanda Daily Review: Survey: Cross section of Commonwealth wants more infrastructure, energy 
infrastructure investment 
http://www.thedailyreview.com/news/2016-12-
08/Local/Survey_Cross_section_of_Commonwealth_wants_more_in.html 
 
Hanover Evening Sun: Support clean power in Pennsylvania 
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http://www.eveningsun.com/story/opinion/readers/2016/12/07/support-clean-power-pennsylvania-
letter/95070736/ 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Pottstown Mercury: New Hanover groundwater pollution cleanup outlined at hearing 
http://www.pottsmerc.com/general-news/20161207/new-hanover-groundwater-pollution-cleanup-
outlined-at-hearing 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Townhall: Letter from Pennsylvania: Allegheny County’s Shale Gas Reserves are Huge But ‘Forced 
Pooling’ Should Be Off the Table 
http://townhall.com/columnists/colinmcnickle/2016/12/06/letter-from-pennsylvania-allegheny-
countys-shale-gas-reserves-are-huge-but-forced-pooling-should-be-off-the-table-n2255963  
 
StateImpact PA: DEP appeals court’s hold on sections of new drilling rules 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2016/12/07/dep-appeals-courts-hold-on-sections-of-new-
drilling-rules/#more-43906 
 
Towanda Daily Review: DePasquale's Act 13 statement 'insulting,' according to commissioner 
http://www.thedailyreview.com/news/2016-12-
08/Today%27s_Top_Stories/DePasquales_Act_13_statement_insulting_according_t.html 
 
StateImpact PA: Rice Energy fined $3.5 million for wellsite and pipeline violations 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2016/12/07/rice-energy-fined-3-5-million-for-wellsite-and-
pipeline-violations/#more-43915 
 
Wyalusing Rocket Courier: Auditor General Says Act 13 Spending Must Be Clarified 
http://www.rocket-courier.com/news/2016-12-
08/Front_Page/Auditor_General_Says_Act_13_Spending_Must_Be_Clari.html 
 
Wyalusing Rocket Courier: Commissioners Respond to Auditor General Report 
http://www.rocket-courier.com/news/2016-12-
08/Local_News/Commissioners_Respond_to_Auditor_General_Report.html 
 
Elmira Star Gazette: AUDITOR: 'Questionable spending' from PA fracking fees 
http://www.stargazette.com/story/news/local/2016/12/07/auditor-questionable-spending-pa-fracking-
fees/95085806/ 
 
Express Times: War of words flares between PennEast, Sierra Club 
http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/news/index.ssf/2016/12/war_of_words_flares_between_pe.html 
 
Times News: Tamaqua stages pipeline protest 
http://www.tnonline.com/2016/dec/06/tamaqua-stages-pipeline-protest 
 
Radiation Protection 
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Reading Eagle: Nuclear plant operator to test siren near Amity and Douglass Township line 
http://www.readingeagle.com/news/article/nuclear-plant-operator-to-test-siren-near-amity-and-
douglass-township-line 
 
Waste 
 
Williamsport Sun Gazette: Muncy to review ordinance Dec. 19 
http://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2016/12/muncy-to-review-ordinance-dec-19/ 
 
Centre Daily Times: After study, recycling authority decides against switch to single stream 
http://www.centredaily.com/news/local/article119607898.html 
 
Water 
 
Lock Haven Express: Centre talks federal flood assistance 
http://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2016/12/centre-talks-federal-flood-assistance/ 
 
Centre Daily Times: Disaster loan assistance available to private nonprofits affected by flooding 
http://www.centredaily.com/news/local/article119394388.html 
 
Citizens Voice: Endangered species adds to cost of Ice Lakes project 
http://citizensvoice.com/news/endangered-species-adds-to-cost-of-ice-lakes-project-1.2127006 
 
Morning Call: Macungie's fixed sewer rates to double in 2017; no property tax hike 
http://www.mcall.com/news/local/eastpenn/mc-macungie-budget-2017-20161207-story.html 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Carlisle lifts mandatory water restrictions 
http://cumberlink.com/news/local/communities/carlisle/carlisle-lifts-mandatory-water-
restrictions/article_d3e8f8b6-b884-51c1-9d0a-1b9f9fd39148.html 
 
Pennlive: Carlisle water restriction lifted as plant repairs continue 
http://www.pennlive.com/news/2016/12/carlisle_water_restriction_lif.html#incart_river_index 
 
abc27: Carlisle lifts water restriction 
http://abc27.com/2016/12/07/carlisle-lifts-water-restriction/ 
 
Reading Eagle: Guilty pleas in case of restaurant and banquet facility discharging sewage in Bern 
Township 
http://www.readingeagle.com/news/article/guilty-pleas-in-case-of-restaurant-and-banquet-facility-
discharging-sewage-in-bern-township 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Pennsylvania grows 31,000 acres of Christmas trees, or enough to cover all of 
Rapho Township 
http://lancasteronline.com/news/local/pennsylvania-grows-acres-of-christmas-trees-or-enough-to-
cover/article_5ed0383e-bbf7-11e6-b886-332cd2941b93.html 
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WITF/StateImpact: Climate-change-denier may be named to head EPA 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2016/12/07/climate-change-denier-may-be-named-to-head-
epa/?_ga=1.58600099.882895250.1471610849 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Five questions on the environment, health, and the Americans who suffer most 
http://www.philly.com/philly/health/Five-questions-on-environmental-justice-and-whats-needed-.html 
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