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Top DEP Stories 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: No. 2 gas-producing state moves to curb air pollution (AP) 
http://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2018/12/no-2-gas-producing-state-moves-to-curb-air-
pollution/  
 
Shamokin News Item: No. 2 gas-producing state moves to curb air pollution (AP) 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/national/no-gas-producing-state-moves-to-curb-air-
pollution/article_2f00fb58-6d92-5551-84e4-d6d870861d2c.html  
 
Lock Haven Express: Increases proposed in air quality, NPDES, water quality permit fees (AP) 
http://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2018/12/increases-proposed-in-air-quality-npdes-water-
quality-permit-fees/ 
 
WITF/StateImpact: DEP unveils proposal to reduce emissions from existing oil, gas wells 
http://www.witf.org/news/2018/12/dep-unveils-proposal-to-reduce-emissions-from-existing-oil-gas-
wells.php 
 
WITF/AP: Pennsylvania moves to curb air pollution 
http://www.witf.org/news/2018/12/pennsylvania-moves-to-curb-air-pollution.php 
 
WESA/AP: Several Injured After Explosion, Fire At Energy Facility 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/several-injured-after-explosion-fire-energy-facility#stream/0 
 
WTAE: 4 injured after blast at MarkWest Western OK Gas in Washington 
https://www.wtae.com/article/4-injured-after-blast-at-markwest-western-ok-gas-in-
washington/25578275  
 
WPXI: 4 hurt in explosion at gas plant in Washington County 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/4-hurt-in-explosion-at-gas-plant-in-washington-
county/888538895  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Explosion at MarkWest facility in Washington County injures four, one 
critically 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2018/12/14/explosion-at-markwest-facility-in-
washington.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Four injured, one critically, in explosion at MarkWest processing plant in Washington 
County 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/washington/2018/12/14/Four-injured-explosion-at-MarkWest-gas-
processing-plant-in-Washington-County/stories/201812140086 
 
Post-Gazette: Workers at Washington County gas plant injured in fire 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/washington/2018/12/13/Gas-plant-workers-injured-after-
explosion-in-Washington-County/stories/201812130167 
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Mentions 
 
Morning Call: DEP smell-checks Roseto near landfill, still investigating broader Lehigh Valley stench 
https://www.mcall.com/news/breaking/mc-nws-lehigh-valley-smells-follow-20181213-story.html 
 
Citizens’ Voice: WVSA hosts information session on controversial stormwater fee 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/wvsa-hosts-information-session-on-controversial-stormwater-fee-
1.2421749 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Industry group urges delay in DEP's new oil and gas regulations 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2018/12/14/industry-group-urges-delay-in-deps-new-
oil-and-gas.html  
 
Tribune-Review: 4 hurt in natural gas plant explosion in Washington County 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/14403813-74/4-hurt-in-natural-gas-plant-explosion-in-washington-
county 
 
Next Pittsburgh: EPA rollback of the Clean Water Act could impact us, but PA lawmakers push back on 
other fronts 
https://www.nextpittsburgh.com/city-design/epa-rollback-of-the-clean-water-act-could-impact-us-but-
pa-lawmakers-push-back-on-other-fronts/ 
 
Air 
 
CBS21: Source of strong odor in Lehigh Valley under investigation 
https://local21news.com/news/local/source-of-strong-odor-in-lehigh-valley-under-investigation 
 
WESA/StateImpact: Teenager's Asthma, In Shadow Of Clairton Coke Works, Frames Town's Struggle 
With Dirty Air 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/teenagers-asthma-shadow-clairton-coke-works-frames-towns-struggle-
dirty-air#stream/0  
 
WESA/AP: Pennsylvania, The No. 2 Gas-Producing State, Moves To Curb Air Pollution 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/pennsylvania-no-2-gas-producing-state-moves-curb-air-pollution#stream/0 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Sayre Morning Times: Athens Borough: Work continuing on trail accessibility project 
http://www.morning-times.com/news/article_3bb79199-d619-57f7-a373-d32dc1569466.html 
 
Gant Daily: Pennsylvania applauds bi-partisan approval of federal farm bill 
https://gantdaily.com/2018/12/14/pennsylvania-applauds-bi-partisan-approval-of-federal-farm-bill/ 
 
Reading Eagle: Board rejects Berks' bid to alter farmland program 
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/article/board-rejects-berks-bid-to-alter-farmland-program 
 
The Courier Express: County cuts conservation district budget by $10K  
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http://www.thecourierexpress.com/news/environment/county-cuts-conservation-district-budget-by-
k/article_dd9f37d2-2b8f-550a-aa57-3fa3ac84454e.html 
 
Ridgway Record: Clarion River to be memorialized in stamp  
https://www.ridgwayrecord.com/content/clarion-river-be-memorialized-stamp 
 
Observer-Reporter: Black bears really do affect the deer population 
https://observer-reporter.com/columns/black-bears-really-do-affect-the-deer-
population/article_6ee4f7ae-fa67-11e8-8edf-4334259053b3.html  
 
Post-Gazette: Don't feed does: Deer corn can kill neighborhood whitetails 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2018/12/14/Deer-corn-toxicity-whitetail-
acidosis/stories/201812140025 
 
The Almanac: Mt. Lebanon commissioners approve budget, sharpshooting program 
https://thealmanac.net/news/mt-lebanon-commissioners-approve-budget-sharpshooting-
program/article_8f724096-fe25-11e8-8b2d-d7e5dddc69c9.html 
 
Energy 
 
Bedford Gazette: Ground broken for solar project 
http://www.bedfordgazette.com/news/2018-12-
13/Front_Page/Ground_broken_for_solar_project.html 
 
Pennlive: What to do about the epidemic of nuclear plant closings? 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2018/12/what-to-do-about-the-epidemic-of-nuclear-plant-closings-
pennlive-letters.html 
 
WITF/StateImpact: Pennsylvania's nuclear dilemma: should the state bailout plants? 
http://www.witf.org/smart-talk/2018/12/nuclear-energy-in-the-commonwealth-risks-early-closure.php 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Tilting at windmills: Water authority mulls ways to generate $20M for upgrades 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/tilting-at-windmills-water-authority-mulls-ways-to-generate-
m/article_8b8000c8-ff5a-11e8-a32f-b3e516b26130.html 
 
Mining 
 
Tribune-Review: Man rescued in West Virginia coal mine: Four-day ordeal was 'terrible' 
https://triblive.com/usworld/world/14403163-74/man-rescued-in-west-virginia-coal-mine-four-day-
ordeal-was-terrible 
 
Post-Gazette: The rescue of three people in West Virginia spotlights the dangers of abandoned coal 
mines 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/nation/2018/12/13/dangerous-abandoned-coal-mines-three-
people-rescued-West-Virginia/stories/201812130219 
 
Oil and Gas  
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Herald Mail: Pa. moves to curb pollution from natural gas 
https://www.heraldmailmedia.com/pa-moves-to-curb-pollution-from-natural-gas/article_483265d4-
8505-5255-adb8-f2f3bb51f49c.html 
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: Springville Township site of new CNG station 
http://www.rocket-courier.com/news/2018-12-
13/Lifestyles/Springville_Township_Site_of_New_CNG_Station.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Mountain Valley Pipeline makes substantial progress 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2018/12/13/mountain-valley-pipeline-makes-
substantial.html 
 
Vector Management 
 
DuBois Courier-Express: Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease confirmed in Jefferson County 
http://www.thecourierexpress.com/news/local/rabbit-hemorrhagic-disease-confirmed-in-jefferson-
county/article_ace6e84b-6d80-57da-be73-fe52589bf775.html 
 
Morning Call: Are false fears about spotted lanternfly hurting real Christmas trees sales? 
https://www.mcall.com/business/mc-biz-lehigh-valley-christmas-tree-farms-20181212-story.html 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Pa. businesses must get trained and permitted for invasive spotted lanternfly or 
face fines 
http://www2.philly.com/science/climate/spotted-lanternfly-pennsylvania-20181213.html 
 
Waste 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Berwick Council set to vote Monday on tax hike; draft budget shows 
recycling costs have increased 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/121418/page/1/story/berwick-council-set-to-vote-
monday-on-tax-hike 
 
FOX43: Bird scooters, bowling ball, wallet among odd items found during canal cleanup 
https://fox43.com/2018/12/13/bird-scooters-bowling-ball-wallet-among-odd-items-found-during-canal-
cleanup/ 
 
FOX43: Volunteers work to clean up flooding debris along Otter Creek 
https://fox43.com/2018/12/13/volunteers-work-to-clean-up-flooding-debris-along-otter-creek/ 
  
Water 
 
NEXTpittsburgh: EPA rollback of the Clean Water Act could impact us, but PA lawmakers push back on 
other fronts 
https://www.nextpittsburgh.com/city-design/epa-rollback-of-the-clean-water-act-could-impact-us-but-
pa-lawmakers-push-back-on-other-fronts/ 
 
Towanda Daily Review: Flood help available with low-interest SBA loans 

https://www.heraldmailmedia.com/pa-moves-to-curb-pollution-from-natural-gas/article_483265d4-8505-5255-adb8-f2f3bb51f49c.html
https://www.heraldmailmedia.com/pa-moves-to-curb-pollution-from-natural-gas/article_483265d4-8505-5255-adb8-f2f3bb51f49c.html
http://www.rocket-courier.com/news/2018-12-13/Lifestyles/Springville_Township_Site_of_New_CNG_Station.html
http://www.rocket-courier.com/news/2018-12-13/Lifestyles/Springville_Township_Site_of_New_CNG_Station.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2018/12/13/mountain-valley-pipeline-makes-substantial.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2018/12/13/mountain-valley-pipeline-makes-substantial.html
http://www.thecourierexpress.com/news/local/rabbit-hemorrhagic-disease-confirmed-in-jefferson-county/article_ace6e84b-6d80-57da-be73-fe52589bf775.html
http://www.thecourierexpress.com/news/local/rabbit-hemorrhagic-disease-confirmed-in-jefferson-county/article_ace6e84b-6d80-57da-be73-fe52589bf775.html
https://www.mcall.com/business/mc-biz-lehigh-valley-christmas-tree-farms-20181212-story.html
http://www2.philly.com/science/climate/spotted-lanternfly-pennsylvania-20181213.html
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/121418/page/1/story/berwick-council-set-to-vote-monday-on-tax-hike
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/121418/page/1/story/berwick-council-set-to-vote-monday-on-tax-hike
https://fox43.com/2018/12/13/bird-scooters-bowling-ball-wallet-among-odd-items-found-during-canal-cleanup/
https://fox43.com/2018/12/13/bird-scooters-bowling-ball-wallet-among-odd-items-found-during-canal-cleanup/
https://fox43.com/2018/12/13/volunteers-work-to-clean-up-flooding-debris-along-otter-creek/
https://www.nextpittsburgh.com/city-design/epa-rollback-of-the-clean-water-act-could-impact-us-but-pa-lawmakers-push-back-on-other-fronts/
https://www.nextpittsburgh.com/city-design/epa-rollback-of-the-clean-water-act-could-impact-us-but-pa-lawmakers-push-back-on-other-fronts/


https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/flood-help-available-with-low-interest-sba-
loans/article_55182641-7bf6-55a4-abbf-ba6e3773d636.html  
 
Towanda Daily Review: FEMA meets with local officials, progresses on new floodplain map 
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/fema-meets-with-local-officials-progresses-on-new-
floodplain-map/article_1280189b-f264-5421-b484-a3e059161985.html  
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: Bradford Commissioners blast denial of FEMA disaster aid for individuals 
http://www.rocket-courier.com/news/2018-12-
13/Front_Page/Bradford_Commissioners_Blast_Denial_Of_FEMA_Disast.html  
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: Council hires new firm for annual audit; discusses cleaning of water storage 
tank 
http://www.rocket-courier.com/news/2018-12-
13/Lifestyles/Council_Hires_New_Firm_for_Annual_Audit.html  
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: SBA low-interest loans available for flood victims 
http://www.rocket-courier.com/news/2018-12-
13/Local_News/SBA_LowInterest_Loans_Available_for_Flood_Victims.html  
 
Sayre Morning Times: Bradford County: SBA offering loan assistance to flood victims 
http://www.morning-times.com/news/article_a4e3b0da-62a0-5ff1-adc4-94fa1b7dec81.html  
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: Wyoming County commissioners hint at tax increase; residents misusing 
recycling centers; county supports watershed project 
http://www.rocket-courier.com/news/2018-12-
13/Local_News/Wyoming_County_Commissioners_Hint_at_Tax_Increase.html 
 
Towanda Daily Revie: Wysox Township forms plan of attack for new floodplain maps 
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/wysox-township-forms-plan-of-attack-for-new-floodplain-
maps/article_7cc001f9-bd07-5edf-a1e2-cc80708ed257.html 
 
Butler Eagle: Seven Fields rejects plan 
http://www.butlereagle.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20181213/BUSINESS01/712139971 
 
Standard Speaker: Starbucks construction may start in the spring 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/news/starbucks-construction-may-start-in-the-spring-1.2420946 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Aqua makes another acquisition 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2018/12/14/aqua-makes-another-acquisition.html 
 
Tribune-Review: New Stanton sewage plant expansion moving ahead 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/14403138-74/new-stanton-sewage-plant-expansion-moving-
ahead  
 
Tribune-Review: Kiski Valley sewage officials trying to take aim at delinquent customers 
https://triblive.com/local/valleynewsdispatch/14403034-74/kiski-valley-sewage-officials-trying-to-take-
aim-at-delinquent-customers 
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http://www.rocket-courier.com/news/2018-12-13/Local_News/Wyoming_County_Commissioners_Hint_at_Tax_Increase.html
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/wysox-township-forms-plan-of-attack-for-new-floodplain-maps/article_7cc001f9-bd07-5edf-a1e2-cc80708ed257.html
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/wysox-township-forms-plan-of-attack-for-new-floodplain-maps/article_7cc001f9-bd07-5edf-a1e2-cc80708ed257.html
http://www.butlereagle.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20181213/BUSINESS01/712139971
https://www.standardspeaker.com/news/starbucks-construction-may-start-in-the-spring-1.2420946
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2018/12/14/aqua-makes-another-acquisition.html
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/14403138-74/new-stanton-sewage-plant-expansion-moving-ahead
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/14403138-74/new-stanton-sewage-plant-expansion-moving-ahead
https://triblive.com/local/valleynewsdispatch/14403034-74/kiski-valley-sewage-officials-trying-to-take-aim-at-delinquent-customers
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Miscellaneous 
 
Ridgeway Record: Clarion River to be memorialized in stamp 
https://www.ridgwayrecord.com/content/clarion-river-be-memorialized-stamp 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Woman, dog battling critical injuries after bear attack 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/woman-dog-battling-critical-injuries-after-bear-
attack/article_1de2ea68-ff18-11e8-a6b4-0b43c8953480.html 
 
CBS21: Several injured after explosion, fire at Western PA energy facility 
https://local21news.com/news/local/several-injured-after-explosion-fire-at-western-pa-energy-facility 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: New farm bill will have big impact on Lancaster County farmers 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/new-farm-bill-will-have-big-impact-on-lancaster-
county/article_42b6eb2a-ff11-11e8-ba11-f31226305873.html 
 
Observer-Reporter: Plans outlined for more Southern Beltway work 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/plans-outlined-for-more-southern-beltway-
work/article_8e16bd3e-fee4-11e8-a5c6-23295dae0c00.html 
  
Tribune-Review: Wreck closes Turnpike between Pittsburgh and Allegheny Valley, traffic being detoured 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/14404889-74/wreck-snarling-turnpike-traffic-between-pittsburgh-
and-allegheny-valley 
 
Indiana Gazette: Indiana County surges past yearly rainfall record 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/indiana-county-surges-past-yearly-rainfall-
record/article_ab243ba8-fee5-11e8-93bb-eb5f0ba5a67b.html 
 
AP News: Bill gives Philadelphia schools more lead paint protections 
https://apnews.com/4e60c10175ed4d22b6aa06f05fa007e1 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: After 18-month study, Mayor Kenney’s preservation task force offers a few 
(modest) proposals 
http://www2.philly.com/real-estate/inga-saffron/philadelphia-historic-preservation-task-force-report-
mayor-kenney-20181213.html 
 
Citizen’s Voice: Barletta looks to the future at charity book reading 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/barletta-looks-to-the-future-at-charity-book-reading-1.2421801 
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