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Top DEP Stories 
   
Bradford Era: More transparency about chemicals in drilling 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/more-transparency-about-chemicals-in-drilling/article_3aadf752-
be1f-11ee-a209-0ba01e13ca64.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Drilling and fracking chemicals will be made public before shale operations begin, new 
policy states 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2024/01/26/drilling-and-fracking-chemicals-will-
be-made-public-before-shale-operations-begi/stories/202401260085 
 
WTAJ: DEP to require fracking companies to be more transparent 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/regional-news/dep-to-require-fracking-companies-to-be-more-
transparent/   
 
StateImpact: PA tells frackers to disclose chemicals, but it’s not clear exactly what changes the public will 
see 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2024/01/26/pa-tells-frackers-to-disclose-chemicals-but-its-
not-clear-exactly-what-changes-the-public-will-see/  
 
Fox56: PA DEP: All fracking companies must be more transparent about chemicals used in drilling 
https://fox56.com/news/local/pa-dep-all-fracking-companies-must-be-more-transparent-about-
chemicals-used-in-drilling  
 
CBS News: Gov. Shapiro announces new policies for fracking 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/gov-shapiro-announces-new-policies-fracking/  
 
Clearfield Progress-News: DEP now requires fracking companies to be more transparent with drilling 
chemicals 
https://www.theprogressnews.com/news/state/dep-now-requiring-fracking-companies-to-be-more-
transparent-drilling-chemicals/article_b18df574-bc81-11ee-9e2d-ef3b9ba9e197.html  
 
PennWatch: DEP to require all fracking companies to be more transparent about chemicals used in 
drilling 
https://pennwatch.org/dep-to-require-all-fracking-companies-to-be-more-transparent-about-
chemicals-used-in-drilling/#google_vignette  
 
Renovo Record: Drought Warning continues for Clinton County 
https://therecord-online.com/site/archives/105101  
 
 
Mentions   
 
Bradford Era: A well of contention runs deep in Cyclone 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/a-well-of-contention-runs-deep-in-cyclone/article_98bcf5d8-bcbb-
11ee-97fe-a3cce935f862.html 
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Bradford Era: Cameron County remains in drought watch 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/cameron-county-remains-in-drought-watch/article_7dc0383e-
bc76-11ee-9c7c-9b8280b76a88.html 
 
Beaver County Times: Community Matters: Shapiro shows how unfortunate circumstances can still 
produce noble results 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/opinion/columns/2024/01/28/community-matters-shapiro-shows-
how-imperfect-processes-can-still-produce-noble-results/72329225007/ 
 
Daily Courier: SVC’s Monastery Run Improvement Project significantly improves water quality along Four 
Mile Run 
https://www.dailycourier.com/news/svc-s-monastery-run-improvement-project-significantly-improves-
water-quality-along-four-mile-run/article_b80f6bc8-bc75-11ee-b656-a7bf9077c98e.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Shell’s rocky first year of commercial operations in Beaver County 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2024/01/28/shell-cracker-plant-beaver-county-
petrochemical/stories/202401280068 
 
 
East Palestine Train Derailment 
 
Bradford Era: Norfolk Southern's fourth-quarter profit falls 33% as Ohio derailment costs continue to 
grow 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/norfolk-southerns-fourth-quarter-profit-falls-33-as-ohio-
derailment-costs-continue-to-grow/article_2aa37a56-bc6e-11ee-b3b6-573e645df2d3.html 
 
WPXI: Ceremony planned for one-year anniversary of toxic train derailment 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/ceremony-planned-one-year-anniversary-toxic-train-
derailment/PHL7Y7S6Z5CBBF5KYZWOKD3UQI/ 
 
WESA: Leaving East Palestine: A mother's story 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2024-01-29/leaving-east-palestine-mother-story 
 
Allegheny Front: LEAVING EAST PALESTINE: A MOTHER’S STORY 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/ 
 
Allegheny Front: SCIENTIST QUESTIONS EPA’S HANDLING OF EAST PALESTINE CLEANUP: ‘THEY SHOULD 
HAVE TESTED CORRECTLY’ 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/east-palestine-epa-cleanup-criticism-science/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Katie Annarino: A year later, officials tell the people of East Palestine everything’s okay. Is 
it?   
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/insight/2024/01/28/east-palestine-anniversary-fema-norfolk-
southern-chemicals/stories/202401280041 
 
Union Progress: Buttigieg pushes for rail safety legislation before East Palestine derailment anniversary 
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https://www.unionprogress.com/2024/01/28/buttigieg-pushes-for-rail-safety-legislation-before-east-
palestine-derailment-anniversary/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Buttigieg pushes for rail safety, touts infrastructure bill in Pittsburgh visit 
https://triblive.com/local/buttigieg-pushes-for-rail-safety-touts-infrastructure-bill-in-visit-to-cmu-
swissvale/ 
 
 
Air 
 
WESA: U.S. Steel reaches landmark deal with county, environmental groups over 2018 fire 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2024-01-26/us-steel-clairton-coke-works-settlement 
 
Allegheny Front: U.S. STEEL REACHES LANDMARK DEAL WITH COUNTY, ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS OVER 
2018 FIRE 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/us-steel-settlement-christmas-eve-2018-fire/ 
 
Mon Valley Independent: U.S. Steel settles class action lawsuit over fire, power outages 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2024/01/u-s-steel-settles-class-action-lawsuit-over-fire-power-
outages/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: U.S. Steel reaches consent decree over Clairton plant concerns 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/01/26/clairton-plant-united-states-steel.html 
 
Post-Gazette: U.S. Steel settles environmental suit, pledging millions in Mon Valley improvements  
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2024/01/26/us-steel-environmental-lawsuit-
settlement-millions-mon-valley/stories/202401260098 
 
Tribune-Review: U.S. Steel settles lawsuit over 2018 fire, power outages in 2019, 2022 
https://triblive.com/local/u-s-steel-settles-class-action-lawsuit-over-2018-fire-power-outages-in-2019-
2022/ 
 
Inside Climate News: In a Steel Town Outside Pittsburgh, an Old Fight Over Air Quality Drags On 
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/28012024/pennsylvania-steel-town-coke-plant-fight-over-air-
quality/ 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
Inside Climate News: With the World Stumbling Past 1.5 Degrees of Warming, Scientists Warn Climate 
Shocks Could Trigger Unrest and Authoritarian Backlash 
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/28012024/with-world-warming-scientists-warn-of-unrest-and-
authoritarian-backlash/ 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Bradford Era: Forest Service accepting comments on proposed new trails in Allegheny National Forest 
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https://www.bradfordera.com/news/forest-service-accepting-comments-on-proposed-new-trails-in-
allegheny-national-forest/article_b55b82fa-bada-11ee-b071-1f76ea4ca45b.html 
 
Times Observer: ANF proposes new trail segments at Morrison, Powerhouse site 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2024/01/anf-proposes-new-trail-segments-at-
morrison-powerhouse-site/ 
 
Times Observer: Open for use: New state game lands in Spring Creek open for hunting, trapping, fishing 
access 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2024/01/open-for-use-new-state-game-lands-in-
spring-creek-open-for-hunting-trapping-fishing-access/ 
 
Daily Local: There are summer camps for all ages and interests 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2024/01/28/there-are-summer-camps-for-all-ages-and-interests/ 
 
MyChesCo: Landscaping on a Dime: Transforming Your Garden Without Breaking the Bank 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/lifestyle/home/lawn-and-garden/landscaping-on-a-dime-transforming-
your-garden-without-breaking-the-bank/ 
 
Lebtown.com: 20 additional acres of farm near ELCO to be preserved partly with state funding 
https://lebtown.com/2024/01/25/20-additional-acres-of-farm-near-elco-to-be-preserved-partly-with-
state-funding/ 
 
WJAC: Game commissioners delay reintroduction of American martens into Pennsylvania 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/game-commissioners-delay-reintroduction-of-american-martens-into-
pennsylvania#  
 
Beaver County Radio: New Galilee Farm Operator and Employee Found Guilty of Using Toxic Pesticide to 
Kill Migratory Birds 
https://beavercountyradio.com/news/new-galilee-farm-operator-and-employee-found-guilty-of-using-
toxic-pesticide-to-kill-migratory-birds/ 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Recreation group rebounds; Director: Montour Preserve to see 
improvements, more programs 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/012724/page/1/story/recreation-group-rebounds  
 
Renovo Record: Decision on American Martens Tabled 
https://therecord-online.com/site/archives/105180  
 
 
Drought 
 
Lebtown.com: Drought watch lifted for Lebanon and other counties 
https://lebtown.com/2024/01/29/drought-watch-lifted-for-lebanon-and-other-counties/ 
 
Lebanon Daily News: DEP officials lift the drought watch for eight counties, including Lebanon 
https://www.ldnews.com/story/news/local/2024/01/26/dep-lifts-drought-watch-for-lebanon-and-
eight-other-counties/72367703007/ 
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Carlisle Sentinel: Drought watch lifted in Dauphin, Perry, but remains in Cumberland County 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/drought-watch-lifted-in-dauphin-perry-but-remains-in-cumberland-
county/article_bb0623c8-bc78-11ee-999b-13bf90e8ea23.html 
 
 
Energy 
 
Delco Times: Chester LNG plant ‘dead in the water,’ according to mayor 
https://www.delcotimes.com/2024/01/28/chester-lng-plant-dead-in-the-water-according-to-mayor/ 
 
Delaware Valley Journal: Could a TikTok Kid Kill the Philly LNG Terminal? 
https://delawarevalleyjournal.com/could-a-tiktok-kid-kill-the-philly-lng-terminal/ 
 
Altoona Mirror: Solar facility plans get favorable review 
https://altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2024/01/solar-facility-olans-get-favorable-review/ 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Manor supervisors hold public hearing pertaining to Creswell Landfill expansion 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/manor-supervisors-hold-public-hearing-pertaining-to-
creswell-landfill-expansion/article_b58c50e0-ae93-11ee-bef7-e736ba514c84.html 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Western Pa. has first federally funded EV charging station 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2024/01/western-pa-has-first-federally-funded-ev-charging-
station/ 
 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
WFMZ: Laurel Street to reopen following cleanup at site of former Reading chemical warehouse 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/laurel-street-to-reopen-following-cleanup-at-site-of-former-
reading-chemical-warehouse/article_4847bc0e-bc80-11ee-a21b-8f20839268db.html 
 
Centre Daily Times: From metal factory to Centre County hot spot: Brewery, cidery recognized for 
restoration efforts 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/bellefonte/article284655895.html?ac_cid=DM90
5428&ac_bid=878084349  
 
 
Mining 
 
WNEP: Mine reclamation project underway in Schuylkill County 
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/schuylkill-county/mine-reclamation-in-schuylkill-county-
ashland/523-78566267-2ace-4ab0-b6d6-28658c4d4140 
 
WJAC: Somerset County man called a "miracle" by doctors for recovering from mining accident 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/somerset-county-man-called-a-miracle-by-doctors-for-recovering-from-
mining-accident#  
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Oil and Gas  
 
Levittown Now: Abandoned Boat Sinks, Causes Small Fuel Spill 
https://levittownnow.com/2024/01/27/abandoned-boat-sinks-causes-small-fuel-spill/ 
 
WITF/StateImpact: Pa. tells frackers to disclose chemicals, but it’s not clear exactly what changes the 
public will see 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2024/01/26/pa-tells-frackers-to-disclose-chemicals-but-its-
not-clear-exactly-what-changes-the-public-will-see/ 
 
 
Waste 
 
Pittsburgh Union Progress: Nonprofits and volunteers step up cleanup in North Side neighborhoods 
https://www.unionprogress.com/2024/01/29/nonprofits-and-volunteers-step-up-cleanup-in-north-side-
neighborhoods/  
 
 
Water 
 
Times Observer: State awards $3.19M for North Warren water project 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2024/01/state-awards-3-19m-for-north-warren-
water-project/ 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Elizabethtown sewer, Hickory Lane Park and Rapho Township dairy farm gain 
state funds 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/elizabethtown-sewer-hickory-lane-park-and-rapho-township-
dairy-farm-gain-state-funds/article_8bd3a9a8-bc79-11ee-8017-932b85a7debb.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Hundreds of fish die on Susquehanna River near Brunner Island 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/hundreds-of-fish-die-on-susquehanna-river-near-brunner-
island/article_05b4b71c-bc9d-11ee-9bd1-df45852eaab1.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Lancaster city sues Manheim Township over stormwater flow into city's system 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/lancaster-city-sues-manheim-township-over-stormwater-flow-
into-citys-system/article_0b15876c-bc76-11ee-9079-373264328987.html 
 
York Daily Record: State DEP cites Brunner Island for oil discharge and a fish kill 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/2024/01/29/brunner-island-cited-for-oil-discharge-and-fish-kill-dep-
environmental-protection/72380354007/ 
 
York Dispatch: Fish kill: DEP issues notice of violation to Brunner Island 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2024/01/28/fish-kill-dep-issues-notice-of-violation-to-
brunner-island/72379866007/ 
 
KDKA: Pittsburgh Weather: Record rain leads to high river levels, flooding of roadways 
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https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/pittsburgh-weather-record-rain-leads-to-high-river-levels-
flooding-of-roadways/ 
 
Daily American: CTMA waterline replacement prompts monthly rate increase 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/story/news/local/2024/01/25/conemaugh-township-municipal-
authority-plans-extensive-waterline-replacement-project-somerset-county/72267486007/  
 
WTAE: Cybersecurity task force proposed in state House in response to Aliquippa water authority hack 
https://www.wtae.com/article/aliquippa-cyberattack-task-force-proposal/46559216 
 
Lock Haven Express: Area river levels, streams to crest this afternoon 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2024/01/area-river-levels-streams-to-crest-this-
afternoon/  
 
Renovo Record: Pennsylvania to spend $200M on lead pipe replacements, water upgrades 
https://therecord-online.com/site/archives/105184  
 
WKOK: Susquehanna River bank full; no major flooding expected 
https://www.wkok.com/susquehanna-river-bank-full-no-major-flooding-expected/  
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
WHYY: A disease wiped out a lot of Pennsylvania potatoes in 2016. Now research has found out how 
Researchers have identified culprits that caused potato disease outbreak - WHYY 
 
Lancaster Farming: Slash Your Property Taxes with PA Clean & Green 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/conservation/slash-your-property-taxes-with-pa-
clean-green/article_38bdf906-bad7-11ee-97cb-effa952aa4a3.html 
 
FOX43: How to protect your plants and trees from rock salt damage this winter 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/how-to-protect-plants-and-trees-from-rock-salt-
damage/521-0e980c14-1a94-493a-9276-71ac379d9480 
 
WTAE: Landslide closes Moon Township road; 2nd landslide in area in less than a week 
https://www.wtae.com/article/moon-purdy-road-landslide/46562022  
  
WESA: $142 million federal grant will help reduce traffic, accidents on I-376, says Buttigieg 
https://www.wesa.fm/development-transportation/2024-01-26/federal-grant-pittsburgh-376-
infrastructure-buttigieg 
 
Environmental Health News: Faulty economic studies misled Pennsylvania lawmakers on 
petrochemicals: Report 
https://www.ehn.org/shell-plastics-pennsylvania-economics-2667094641.html 
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