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Top DEP Stories 
   
Post-Gazette: Negotiating community benefits, like those with Shell in Beaver County, takes a village. So 
does mitigating harm. 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2023/07/31/community-benefits-agreements-
shell-beaver-county-cracker-plant/stories/202307300090 
 
Allegheny Front: $5M FROM SHELL TO BE USED TO MONITOR AIR, EDUCATE COMMUNITY IN WAKE OF 
AIR QUALITY VIOLATIONS 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/5m-from-shell-to-be-used-to-monitor-air-educate-community-in-wake-
of-air-quality-violations/ 
 
East Palestine Derailment 
 
KDKA: Norfolk Southern CEO Alan Shaw speaks as East Palestine residents approach 6 months since 
toxic train derailment 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/norfolk-southern-ceo-alan-shaw-east-palestine-toxic-train-
derailment/ 
 
Pittsburgh Union Progress: As six-month anniversary of derailment nears, East Palestine residents press 
officials, fight burnout 
https://www.unionprogress.com/2023/07/31/as-six-month-anniversary-of-derailment-nears-east-
palestine-residents-press-officials-fight-burnout/ 
 
AP: Norfolk Southern says cost of fiery Ohio derailment doubles to $803 million as cleanup continues 
https://apnews.com/article/norfolk-southern-railroad-earnings-east-palestine-derailment-
4a3d912b8cb4e66e1613e44220aba4c4 
 
WTAE: Norfolk Southern CEO on choice to vent and burn after EP derailment: 'The right decision at the 
time' 
https://www.wtae.com/article/norfolk-southern-ceo-alan-shaw-east-palestine/44681525 
 
Allegheny Front: OHIO ACTIVISTS JOIN NATIONAL GROUPS TO DELIVER PETITION TO EPA TO BAN VINYL 
CHLORIDE 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/ohio-river-organizing-east-palestine-national-groups-to-deliver-
petition-to-epa-to-ban-vinyl-chloride/ 
 
Mentions   
 
Allegheny Front: PA.’S ENVIRONMENTAL OVERSIGHT BOARD DISMISSES PETITION TO RAISE KEY COST 
FOR CONVENTIONAL DRILLERS 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pa-s-environmental-oversight-board-dismisses-petition-to-raise-key-
cost-for-conventional-drillers/ 
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Allegheny Front: SUNOCO PIPELINE ORDERED TO PAY $660,000 FOR ENVIRONMENTAL VIOLATIONS, DEP 
SAYS 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/mariner-east-sunoco-pipeline-660k-for-environmental-violations-dep-
says/ 
 
Beaver County Times: Ambridge installs public electric vehicle chargers – a county first 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/local/2023/07/28/ambridge-introduces-public-electric-
vehicle-chargers-a-beaver-county-first-beaver-county/70480954007/ 
 
Climate Change 
 
Pennlive: The world is facing unprecedented heat waves, droughts and flooding, but politicians still 
won’t act to save the planet 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2023/07/the-world-is-facing-unprecedented-heat-waves-droughts-
and-flooding-but-politicians-still-wont-act-to-save-the-planet-pennlive-letters.html 
 
York Daily Record: Rising temps, severe weather, less snow: Yorkers discuss how climate change affects 
them 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/2023/07/31/york-county-pa-residents-discuss-how-climate-change-
affects-them/70480866007/ 
 
York Dispatch: Cities must prepare for deadly heat 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/opinion/editorials/2023/07/30/cities-must-prepare-for-deadly-
heat/70494125007/ 
 
Bedford Gazette: Pig cooling pads and weather forecasts for cows are high-tech ways to make meat in a 
warming world 
https://www.bedfordgazette.com/ap/national/pig-cooling-pads-and-weather-forecasts-for-cows-are-
high-tech-ways-to-make-meat/article_033e6c0d-04ad-5a2f-8fd8-92393a09bf85.html 
 
WJET-TV: Brain-eating amoeba: Will the warming climate bring more cases? 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/brain-eating-amoeba-will-the-warming-climate-bring-more-cases/ 
 
Allegheny Front: CLIMATE ADAPTATION CARRIES A $15 BILLION PRICE TAG FOR PA. TOWNS, STUDY SAYS 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/climate-adaptation-carries-a-15-billion-price-tag-for-pa-towns-study-
says/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Pa. municipalities have a big climate tab coming due. Who should foot the bill? 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2023/07/28/municipalities-climate-change-
cost/stories/202307270076 
 
Post-Gazette: Don’t be alarmed 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2023/07/30/dont-be-alarmed/stories/202307300134 
 
AP: Cases of tick-borne illnesses are on the rise. Some experts believe climate change is the cause 
https://apnews.com/article/tickstickborne-illnessesclimate-change-
9887411f93f775635227966484b35f44 
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Al Dia: July close to become the warmest month on record, scientists say 
https://aldianews.com/en/politics/policy/hottest-120000-years 
 
CBS News: Climate change could cost Pennsylvanians more than $15 billion by 2040, study projects 
https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/video/climate-change-could-cost-pennsylvanians-more-than-
15-billion-by-2040-study-projects/ 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
LehighValley Live: why do spotted lantern flies look so different? Experts say the answer is simple 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/news/2023/07/why-do-spotted-lanternflies-look-so-different-
experts-say-the-answer-is-simple.html 
 
Times Observer: Allegheny National Forest Turns 100 In September, Join Sept. 24 Celebration 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2023/07/the-allegheny-national-forest-turns-100-in-
september/ 
 
WICU-TV: Enjoy Sounds & Sights of Nature at the Lake Erie Region Conservancy: Community Gems 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/49285172/enjoy-sounds-and-sights-of-nature-at-the-lake-erie-
region-conservancy-community-gems 
 
Tribune-Review: Kayakers report alligator in Kiski River near Apollo 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/kayakers-report-alligator-in-kiski-river-near-apollo/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Canoe/kayak access ramp officially opens in Leechburg’s Riverfront Park 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/canoe-kayak-access-ramp-officially-opens-in-
leechburgs-riverfront-park/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Spotted lanternfly home remedies may be worse than the bugs 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/region/2023/07/30/spotted-lanternfly-home-remedies-pittsburgh-
pennsylvania/stories/202307280114 
 
Post-Gazette: More studies on hill stability underway after major landslide on GAP trail in West Mifflin 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/south/2023/07/30/studies-hill-stability-landslide-gap-trail-west-
mifflin/stories/202307280087 
  
Observer-Reporter: EQT donates $500,000 to Wisecarver Reservoir Recreation Project 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/eqt-donates-500-000-to-wisecarver-reservoir-
recreation-project/article_42943f26-2c8e-11ee-be10-9b10f113d224.html 
 
Philly Burbs: How will your garden grow? Wet, wild weather has Bucks County growers hoping for the 
best 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/local/2023/07/31/bucks-county-farms-pumpkins-corn-wine-
feeling-the-heat-and-rain-of-fickle-weather-pa-agriculture/ 
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Philadelphia Inquirer: These friends drifted down one of Pennsylvania’s largest rivers on a (big!) 
handmade raft 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/rafts-river-camping-outdoors-susquehanna-
20230730.html 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Runners kick off Philly Marathon training season despite summer’s sizzle 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/philadelphia-marathon-runners-fairmount-park-rocky-
20230729.html 
 
Energy 
 
WICU-TV: Report Reveals Potential Benefits, Savings from Transition to Electric Government Vehicles 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/49286489/report-reveals-potential-benefits-savings-from-
transition-to-electric-government-vehicles 
WESA: Switch to EVs could save state and local governments up to $360 million, study says 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2023-07-31/electric-vehicle-government-fleets-study-
savings 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Solar-power installations have jumped to more than 40,000 across the state 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2023/07/solar-power-installations-have-jumped-to-more-than-
40000-across-the-state/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Power up: Solar-power installations jump to more than 40,000 across the state 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/power-up-solar-power-installations-jump-to-more-than-40000-
across-the-state/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Letter to the editor: Hydrogen hubs — leave gas in the ground 
https://triblive.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-hydrogen-hubs-leave-gas-in-the-ground/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Jeremiah Cutright: Pennsylvania needs nuclear power 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/guest-columns/2023/07/29/nuclear-power-vogtle-three-mile-
island-hydrogen-hydropower/stories/202307290013 
 
AP: Record heat waves illuminate plight of poorest Americans who suffer without air conditioning 
https://apnews.com/article/heat-wave-low-income-race-death-air-conditioning-
f897e336d6d99ee2a53024f42ad7b8b5 
 
Environmental Health News: Should hospitals be next to divest from fossil fuels? 
https://www.ehn.org/fossil-fuel-divestment-2662295515.html 
 
 
Al Dia: $31.5 million were raised by the Mexican startup financed by Leo DiCaprio 
https://aldianews.com/en/leadership/corporate/power-solar-energy 
 
Mining 
 
The Guardian: One man and his drone: ‘My hope is to shut down the coal industry’ 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/jul/31/west-virginia-mining-coal-industry 
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Oil and Gas  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Supreme Court rules in favor of Mountain Valley Pipeline 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/07/27/us-supreme-court-mountain-valley-
pipeline.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Supreme Court clears path for Mountain Valley Pipeline to resume as Western Pa. 
Republicans cheer 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-nation/2023/07/27/congress-mountain-valley-pipeline-
gas-supreme-court/stories/202307270139 
 
Delco Times: Big jump in gas prices in past week in Philadelphia market 
https://www.delcotimes.com/2023/07/31/big-jump-in-gas-prices-in-past-week-in-philly-market/ 
 
Philadelphia Tribune: SEPTA gas plant in Nicetown still faces opposition as city weighs permit renewal 
https://www.phillytrib.com/news/local_news/septa-gas-plant-in-nicetown-still-faces-opposition-as-city-
weighs-permit-renewal/article_1299294d-088c-53db-a0e1-bdd49d8d48cb.html 
 
PFAS 
 
WITF/WHYY: How to filter PFAS out of your tap water 
https://www.witf.org/2023/07/28/how-to-filter-pfas-out-of-your-tap-water/ 
 
RGGI 
 
Pennlive: The Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative is a common sense way to solve carbon pollution 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2023/07/the-regional-greenhouse-gas-initiative-is-a-common-
sense-way-to-solve-carbon-pollution-pennlive-letters.html 
 
Vector Management 
 
Pennlive: Why do spotted lanternflies look so different? 
https://www.pennlive.com/outdoors/2023/07/why-do-spotted-lanternflies-look-so-different.html 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Lanternflies don scarlet coats 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/lanternflies-don-scarlet-coats/image_ca9268bd-
fc89-5d33-81c3-ceeb16834f0e.html 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Experts offer tips on how to snuff out spotted lanternflies 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/experts-offer-tips-on-how-to-snuff-out-spotted-
lanternflies/article_ef7470da-25b3-11ee-b222-1798aeed442d.html#tracking-source=home-top-story 
 
WESA: Vaccine baiting program driving down rabies rate in Pittsburgh raccoons 
https://www.wesa.fm/health-science-tech/2023-07-31/vaccine-baiting-rabies-pittsburgh-raccoons 
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Philadelphia Inquirer: A lone star tick bite can cause a rare red meat allergy. About half of physicians 
never heard of it. 
https://www.inquirer.com/health/alpha-gal-syndrome-lone-star-tick-bites-meat-milk-allergy-
pennsylvania-20230728.html 
 
Philly Burbs: They're back! What kills spotted lanternflies and what keeps them away? 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/environment/2023/07/31/spotted-lanternflies-pa-invasive-
treatment-tree-diseases-pesticides/  
 
Waste 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: West Earl supervisors address service-related issues with Eagle Disposal 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/west-earl-supervisors-address-service-related-issues-with-
eagle-disposal/article_73d44df6-2c07-11ee-b2fe-3385ee6c4e95.html 
 
WHYY: Pockets of Light uses trash to highlight nature along the Delaware River Waterfront 
https://whyy.org/articles/delaware-river-waterfront-art-installation-pockets-of-light-plastic-waste/ 
 
Water 
 
CBS21: Pennsylvania Boat and Fish Commission begins two week refilling process at Childrens Lake 
https://local21news.com/news/local/pennsylvania-boat-and-fish-commission-begins-two-week-
refilling-process-at-childrens-lake-construction-fishing-boating-rehabilitation-project-dam-sink-hole# 
 
WFMZ: Sinkhole in retention pond causes flooding problems for Maidencreek residents 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/sinkhole-in-retention-pond-causes-flooding-problems-for-
maidencreek-residents/article_df1cb0f0-2d90-11ee-8ab0-ffdf3cd71766.html 
 
Corry Journal: How to protect livestock, pets from harmful algal blooms (HABs) 
https://www.thecorryjournal.com/news/article_3774a238-2d7a-11ee-8266-87f6a6a246bc.html 
 
Times Observer: Groundwater Level Remains Low In Warren County 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2023/07/groundwater-level-remains-low-in-warren-
county/ 
 
KDKA: Ambridge Water Authority issues boil water advisory 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/ambridge-water-authority-issues-boil-water-advisory/ 
 
WTAE: Ambridge under boil water advisory 
https://www.wtae.com/article/ambridge-boil-water-advisory/44683962 
 
WPXI: Boil water advisory issued for Ambridge, Edgeworth 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/boil-water-advisory-issued-
ambridge/LK6AEJW3S5B7FBFZKLIMKXPAC4/ 
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Pittsburgh Business Times: FIGHTING EMINENT DOMAIN: AS ALCOSAN BUYS UP PROPERTIES FOR ITS 
CLEAN WATER PLAN, SOME PROPERTY OWNERS DEFEND THEIR TURF 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/07/27/fighting-eminent-domain-alcosan-tunnel-
project.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Crews repair water main break in Lawrenceville 
https://triblive.com/local/water-main-break-shuts-down-40th-street-in-pittsburgh-late-tuesday-
afternoon/ 
 
Levittown Now: Woman Shares Incredible Flash Flooding Survival Story & How Bristol Twp.’s Fire 
Marshal Helped 
https://levittownnow.com/2023/07/29/woman-shares-incredible-flash-flooding-survival-story-how-
bristol-twp-s-fire-marshal-helped/ 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
LehighValley Live: Northampton County warehouse plans met with concerns from Lehigh Valley 
planners 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/bethlehem/2023/07/northampton-county-warehouse-plans-met-
with-concerns-from-lehigh-valley-planners.html 
 
LehighValley Live: Riverpointe developer gets preliminary approval, moves to train overpass 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/slate-belt/2023/07/river-pointe-developer-gets-preliminary-
approvals-moves-on-to-train-overpass-issues.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Railroad companies must be required to keep emergency responders informed 
about what's on the toxic trains moving through our communities 
https://lancasteronline.com/opinion/editorials/railroad-companies-must-be-required-to-keep-
emergency-responders-informed-about-whats-on-the-toxic/article_ad035f24-2d86-11ee-ac9e-
2f4cdd56f40a.html 
 
Bradford Era: Second species of ramp, or wild leek, documented in Pennsylvania 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/second-species-of-ramp-or-wild-leek-documented-in-
pennsylvania/article_84d62dc4-2d72-11ee-a7fe-c3c8ba36b71d.html 
 

https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/07/27/fighting-eminent-domain-alcosan-tunnel-project.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/07/27/fighting-eminent-domain-alcosan-tunnel-project.html
https://triblive.com/local/water-main-break-shuts-down-40th-street-in-pittsburgh-late-tuesday-afternoon/
https://triblive.com/local/water-main-break-shuts-down-40th-street-in-pittsburgh-late-tuesday-afternoon/
https://levittownnow.com/2023/07/29/woman-shares-incredible-flash-flooding-survival-story-how-bristol-twp-s-fire-marshal-helped/
https://levittownnow.com/2023/07/29/woman-shares-incredible-flash-flooding-survival-story-how-bristol-twp-s-fire-marshal-helped/
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/bethlehem/2023/07/northampton-county-warehouse-plans-met-with-concerns-from-lehigh-valley-planners.html
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/bethlehem/2023/07/northampton-county-warehouse-plans-met-with-concerns-from-lehigh-valley-planners.html
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/slate-belt/2023/07/river-pointe-developer-gets-preliminary-approvals-moves-on-to-train-overpass-issues.html
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/slate-belt/2023/07/river-pointe-developer-gets-preliminary-approvals-moves-on-to-train-overpass-issues.html
https://lancasteronline.com/opinion/editorials/railroad-companies-must-be-required-to-keep-emergency-responders-informed-about-whats-on-the-toxic/article_ad035f24-2d86-11ee-ac9e-2f4cdd56f40a.html
https://lancasteronline.com/opinion/editorials/railroad-companies-must-be-required-to-keep-emergency-responders-informed-about-whats-on-the-toxic/article_ad035f24-2d86-11ee-ac9e-2f4cdd56f40a.html
https://lancasteronline.com/opinion/editorials/railroad-companies-must-be-required-to-keep-emergency-responders-informed-about-whats-on-the-toxic/article_ad035f24-2d86-11ee-ac9e-2f4cdd56f40a.html
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/second-species-of-ramp-or-wild-leek-documented-in-pennsylvania/article_84d62dc4-2d72-11ee-a7fe-c3c8ba36b71d.html
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/second-species-of-ramp-or-wild-leek-documented-in-pennsylvania/article_84d62dc4-2d72-11ee-a7fe-c3c8ba36b71d.html

