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Top DEP Stories 
   
Sunbury Daily Item: DEP declares statewide drought watch, asks for voluntary reduction in water use 
https://www.dailyitem.com/cnhi_network/dep-declares-statewide-drought-watch-asks-for-voluntary-
reduction-in-water-use/article_ceda41d9-29ba-57b0-af2c-49cafce61a91.html  
 
Lock Haven Express: DEP declares statewide drought watch 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2023/06/dep-declares-statewide-drought-watch/  
 
WBRE: Pennsylvania in need of rain; DEP declares statewide drought 
https://www.pahomepage.com/news/pennsylvania-in-need-of-rain-dep-declares-statewide-drought/  
 
WKOK: DEP declares statewide drought watch, offers tips to conserve water 
https://www.wkok.com/dep-declares-statewide-drought-watch/  
 
Milton Standard-Journal: DEP declares drought watch 
https://www.standard-journal.com/news/local/article_4c0e34d2-d789-5b79-a1d5-7d07f785f198.html  
 
WTAJ: DEP issues drought watch for Pennsylvania 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/regional-news/dep-issues-drought-watch-for-pennsylvania/  
 
WPXI: DEP declares drought watch across Pennsylvania; water conservation recommended 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/dep-declares-drought-watch-across-pennsylvania-water-
conservation-recommended/YZNX2PHJQNHMJLVXEFSXOTZXRA/  
 
Beaver County Times: DEP declares PA statewide drought watch and asks residents to voluntarily 
conserve water 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/local/2023/06/15/dep-declares-pa-statewide-drought-
watch/70326968007/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Water conservation urged as Pennsylvania declares drought watch 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/water-conservation-urged-as-state-declares-drought-watch/ 
 
Pennlive: Drought watch declared for Pa. after spring with little rain 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2023/06/drought-watch-declared-for-pa-in-wake-of-below-normal-
spring-rainfall.html 
 
York Daily Record: DEP declares PA statewide drought watch and asks residents to voluntarily conserve 
water 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2023/06/15/dep-declares-pa-statewide-drought-
watch/70326968007/ 
 
York Dispatch: DEP declares statewide drought watch, asks for water conservation 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2023/06/15/dep-declares-statewide-drought-watch-
asks-for-water-conservation/70327109007/ 
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Reading Eagle: Pennsylvania issues statewide drought watch, urges voluntary water conservation 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2023/06/15/pennsylvania-issues-statewide-drought-watch-urges-
voluntary-water-conservation/ 
 
Lebanon Daily News: DEP declares PA statewide drought watch and asks residents to voluntarily 
conserve water 
https://www.ldnews.com/story/news/local/2023/06/15/dep-declares-pa-statewide-drought-
watch/70326968007/ 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Department of Environmental Protection declares statewide Drought Watch, 
recommends voluntary water conservation 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/department-of-environmental-protection-declares-statewide-
drought-watch-recommends-voluntary-water-conservation/article_18700d1e-0bab-11ee-b6c7-
bf1e1215bca2.html#tracking-source=home-the-latest 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: DEP declares statewide drought watch 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/dep-declares-statewide-drought-
watch/image_ae5eb807-4f9d-517d-9b3a-fbbc08bc7dae.html 
 
Bedford Gazette: Statewide drought watch in effect 
https://www.bedfordgazette.com/news/local/statewide-drought-watch-in-effect/article_b9823d1f-
0bf6-5153-aaa8-6ac916de495c.html 
 
WITF/StateImpact: Pennsylvanians asked to cut water use as state enters drought watch 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2023/06/15/pennsylvanians-asked-to-cut-water-use-as-state-
enters-drought-watch/ 
 
abc27: DEP declares statewide drought watch, here’s how to save water 
https://www.abc27.com/news/top-stories/dep-declares-statewide-drought-watch-heres-how-to-save-
water/ 
 
FOX43: Statewide drought watch declared in Pennsylvania, DEP recommends water conservation 
https://www.fox43.com/article/weather/dep-declares-statewide-drought-watch-pennsylvania-
recommends-water-conservation/521-aed68573-d9b0-488c-8c4a-f81bd42a8d53 
 
WGAL: Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection declares statewide drought watch 
https://www.wgal.com/article/pennsylvania-statewide-drought-watch-declared/44213144 
 
WFMZ: Farmer discusses difficulty of cutting water usage, after Pa. DEP declares Drought Watch 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/lehighvalley/farmer-discusses-difficulty-of-cutting-water-usage-
after-pa-dep-declares-drought-watch/article_478e3ed8-0bcc-11ee-8979-a7311fab038b.html 
 
WFMZ: DEP declares statewide drought watch, urges voluntary water conservation 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/dep-declares-statewide-drought-watch-urges-voluntary-
water-conservation/article_74851e36-0bb1-11ee-80d8-bfa7e2b818be.html 
 
WTAJ: DEP issues drought watch for Pennsylvania 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/regional-news/dep-issues-drought-watch-for-pennsylvania/ 
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Lancaster Newspapers: Lancaster County fire chiefs likely to recommend keeping fire ban in effect 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/lancaster-county-fire-chiefs-likely-to-recommend-keeping-fire-
ban-in-effect/article_60e63a5a-0bba-11ee-8ddb-4f0c9ef24ada.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: After rain, Lancaster County commissioners opt to wait another week before 
lifting fire ban 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/after-rain-lancaster-county-commissioners-opt-to-wait-
another-week-before-lifting-fire-ban/article_7f929e14-0b1d-11ee-a145-039831480142.html 
 
CBS21: Fireworks banned due to burn ban in Columbia Borough 
https://local21news.com/news/local/burn-ban-lancaster-county-fireworks-columbia-borough-
commissioners-borough-council-meeting# 
 
Daily Local/KYW: Pennsylvania issues statewide drought watch, urges voluntary water conservation 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2023/06/15/pennsylvania-issues-statewide-drought-watch-urges-
voluntary-water-conservation/ 
 
Erie Times: DEP declares PA statewide drought watch and asks residents to voluntarily conserve water 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/local/2023/06/15/dep-declares-pa-statewide-drought-
watch/70326968007/ 
 
Bradford Era: DEP declares statewide drought watch 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/local/dep-declares-statewide-drought-watch/article_ef79d844-
0bab-11ee-a724-e35ce8e604f5.html 
 
Butler Eagle: DEP recommends water conservation, declares drought watch in state 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20230615/dep-recommends-water-conservation-declares-drought-
watch-in-state/ 
 
Meadville Tribune: DEP declares statewide drought watch, asks for voluntary reduction in water use 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/dep-declares-statewide-drought-watch-asks-for-voluntary-
reduction-in-water-use/article_fe97eaf8-7d41-5977-b20d-278706f8a9e5.html 
 
The Derrick: DEP declares statewide drought watch 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/community_news/dep-declares-statewide-drought-
watch/article_5bf06a5e-0bd1-11ee-9743-830ae6946de7.html 
 
Times Observer: Drought watch issued for Warren County 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2023/06/drought-watch-issued-for-warren-county/ 
 
Indiana Gazette: Despite rain, drought watch in effect in all of Pa. 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/despite-rain-drought-watch-in-effect-in-all-of-
pa/article_b0206925-ae2f-5984-8068-bb0d04052deb.html 
 
Record-Argus: DEP declares statewide drought watch 
https://www.recordargusnews.com/articles/dep-declares-statewide-drought-watch/ 
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WICU-TV: Pa. DEP Declares Statewide Drought Watch 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/49085751/pa-dep-declares-statewide-drought-watch 
 
Delaware Valley Journal: L.A. Repaired Its Freeway in 3 Months. How Long Will Philly Take? 
https://delawarevalleyjournal.com/l-a-repaired-its-freeway-in-3-months-how-long-will-philly-take/ 
 
LehighValley Live:  Pennsylvania issues, state wide, drought, watch here’s what that means for Lehigh 
Valley 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/weather/2023/06/lehigh-valley-weather-pennsylvania-issues-
statewide-drought-watch-heres-what-that-means.html 
 
Times News:  DEP, declares drought, watch, recommends water, conservation 
https://www.tnonline.com/20230615/dep-declares-drought-watch-recommends-water-conservation/ 
 
Lebanon Daily News: DEP declares PA statewide drought watch and asks residents to voluntarily 
conserve water 
https://www.ldnews.com/story/news/local/2023/06/15/dep-declares-pa-statewide-drought-
watch/70326968007/ 
 
East Palestine Derailment 
 
Union Progress: East Palestine residents cause a stir in Columbus, attempt to get emergency declaration 
https://www.unionprogress.com/2023/06/15/east-palestine-residents-cause-a-stir-in-columbus-
attempt-to-get-emergency-declaration/ 
 
Canadian Wildfires 
 
abc27: Can Canadian wildfire smoke still affect Pennsylvania? 
https://www.abc27.com/digital-originals/can-canadian-wildfire-smoke-still-affect-pennsylvania/ 
 
Mentions   
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Group travels to Harrisburg to protest mining permit regulations 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/group-travels-to-harrisburg-to-protest-mining-
permit-regulations/article_8d7096fa-517e-504f-a803-2d15785219d7.html  
 
Tribune-Review: DEP acknowledges flying debris from implosion in Springdale was violation; agency 
waiting on test results 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/dep-acknowledges-flying-debris-from-implosion-in-
springdale-was-violation-agency-waiting-on-test-results/ 
 
Post-Gazette: A Pennsylvania community wins a reprieve on toxic fracking wastewater 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2023/06/15/toxic-fracking-wastewater-yanity-
well-gas-grant-township-dep-pge/stories/202306180038 
 
Levittown Now: State Officials Ask Residents To Conserve Water Amid Dry Conditions 
https://levittownnow.com/2023/06/15/state-officials-ask-residents-to-conserve-water-amid-dry-
conditions/ 
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Climate Change 
 
Daily Local: Cheeky climate protest stops Mass. Senate after activists bare butts 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2023/06/15/cheeky-climate-protest-stops-senate-after-activists-bare-
butts/ 
 
WHYY: Climate change is causing people to move. They usually stay local, study finds 
https://whyy.org/npr_story_post/climate-change-is-causing-people-to-move-they-usually-stay-local-
study-finds/ 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Tribune-Review: Proposal to give Pittsburgh city employees free bike-share memberships gets 
preliminary OK 
https://triblive.com/local/proposal-to-give-pittsburgh-city-employees-free-bike-share-memberships-
gets-preliminary-ok/ 
 
Daily American: Commissioners approve design and engineering firm for next phase of trail 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/story/news/local/2023/06/15/commissioners-approve-design-and-
engineering-firm-for-next-trail-phase/70313597007/  
 
Pennlive: Public boat launch reopens at Swatara Creek in Dauphin County 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2023/06/rehabilitated-public-boat-launch-opened-along-swatara-
creek-in-dauphin-county.html 
 
abc27: Best biking trails in Pennsylvania, according to Google 
https://www.abc27.com/digital-originals/best-biking-trails-in-pennsylvania-according-to-google/ 
 
Daily Local: New dog park and cricket field opening at Exton Park June 30 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2023/06/15/new-dog-park-and-cricket-field-opening-at-exton-park-june-
30/ 
 
The Mercury: Water, water everywhere: Local towns, water authorities thinking about conservation 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2023/06/16/water-water-everywhere-local-towns-water-authorities-
thinking-about-conservation/ 
 
6ABC: Hawk Mountain is a sanctuary for nature lovers and birds of prey 
https://6abc.com/evergreen-nature-hawk-mountain-sanctuary-birds 
 
WICU-TV: Minority Community Investment Coalition Breaks Ground on Grow Erie Project 
Drought 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/49084779/minority-community-investment-coalition-breaks-
ground-on-grow-erie-project 
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Bradford Era: Region in moderate drought, dry well reports starting 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/region-in-moderate-drought-dry-well-reports-
starting/article_7fa2b762-0afb-11ee-a641-032a911d2bd2.html 
 
Energy 
 
KDKA Radio: More EVs on the road could bring more death and here’s why 
https://www.audacy.com/kdkaradio/news/national/more-evs-on-the-road-could-bring-more-death-
and-heres-why  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: CMU, Thar Energy receive industrial-decarbonization grants 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/06/15/carnegie-mellon-thar-energy-industrial-
decarbon.html 
 
AP: UN chief says fossil fuels ‘incompatible with human survival,’ calls for credible exit strategy 
https://apnews.com/article/climate-talks-un-uae-guterres-fossil-fuel-
9cadf724c9545c7032522b10eaf33d22 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Ephrata Borough agrees to absorb electric costs from December cold snap 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/ephrata-borough-agrees-to-absorb-electric-costs-from-
december-cold-snap/article_669dde56-09fa-11ee-8bc7-3b6307b45127.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Lititz Borough council approves electric vehicle charging ordinance 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/lititz-borough-council-approves-electric-vehicle-charging-
ordinance/article_5f2e2b90-0954-11ee-965a-2f49baa21c00.html 
 
Butler Eagle: ASWP Awarded Grant for Second Solar Array from West Penn Power Sustainable Energy 
Fund 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20230616/aswp-awarded-grant-for-second-solar-array-from-west-penn-
power-sustainable-energy-fund/ 
 
Corry Journal: Energy goals high on Clymer’s to-do list 
https://www.thecorryjournal.com/news/article_0f8ec622-0b9c-11ee-8c4b-070d353e561d.html 
 
PFAS 
 
Environmental Health News: Dick’s Sporting Goods bans PFAS in its clothing and other textiles 
https://www.ehn.org/pfas-ban-outdoor-2661357154.html  
 
Vector Management 
 
Penn State News: Medical Minute: Know risks of ticks this summer 
https://www.psu.edu/news/hershey/story/medical-minute-know-risks-ticks-
summer/?utm_audience=Faculty&utm_source=newswire&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Penn%
20State%20Today&utm_content=06-15-2023-20-33&utm_term=Research%20-%202  
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FOX43: Researchers look into fluctuations of lanternfly populations in areas across Pennsylvania 
https://www.fox43.com/article/tech/science/environment/experts-spotted-lanternfly-still-problem-in-
pennsylvania/521-a5416256-48ee-4362-9b54-17930713ac4a 
 
Waste 
 
Lock Haven Express: WTL performs plastic wrap recycle trial run 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2023/06/wtl-performs-plastic-wrap-recycle-trial-run/  
 
Daily Courier: Timeline set for garbage plans 
https://www.dailycourier.com/news/timeline-set-for-garbage-plans/article_ca3879fc-0bc2-11ee-b7cb-
d3a95211fd97.html  
 
Pennlive: Harrisburg Mall clears zoning hurdle for project that includes demolition 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2023/06/harrisburg-mall-clears-zoning-hurdle-for-redevelopment-
project.html 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Demolition of collapsed section of I-95 completed 
https://www.inquirer.com/transportation/i95-philadelphia-collapse-bridge-demolition-repair-
20230615.html 
 
WHYY: After Towamencin Supervisors say they intend to move forward with sewer sale, residents push 
back again 
https://whyy.org/articles/towamencin-supervisors-sewer-sale-pennsylvania-american-water/ 
 
Water 
 
FOX43: $5.2 million Children's Lake renovation project almost done 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/community/childrens-lake-renovation-project-fish-and-boat-
commission-south-middleton-township/521-0338ddd0-d04a-4451-8707-98047fe86f0f 
 
WFMZ: Boil water advisory lifted for Birdsboro 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/boil-water-advisory-lifted-for-birdsboro/article_4a91c4f8-
0bb6-11ee-aa9e-57a8e9d3227b.html 
 
The Mercury: Birdsboro boil-water advisory lifted 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2023/06/15/birdsboro-boil-water-advisory-lifted-2/ 
 
 
Bradford Era: Water Authority announces work has begun at Marilla Brook 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/water-authority-announces-work-has-begun-at-marilla-
brook/article_837b0d04-0ad7-11ee-9d32-6f48e1a4649d.html 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Conoy supervisors approve contract with utility company 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/conoy-supervisors-approve-contract-with-utility-
company/article_b707b1c2-095b-11ee-91f9-b3ff8080c4d9.html 
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abc27: Giant Company, Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful award Healing the Planet grants 
https://www.abc27.com/local-news/giant-company-keep-pennsylvania-beautiful-award-healing-the-
planet-grants/ 
 
They Mercury: Hearing scheduled for zoning changes to accommodate 5.5 million-square-foot industrial 
park in southern Berks 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2023/06/14/hearing-scheduled-for-zoning-changes-to-accommodate-5-5-
million-square-foot-industrial-park-in-southern-berks/ 
 
Daily Voice: 2 PA Men Plead Guilty In Largest US Factory-Farm Abuse Case In History 
https://dailyvoice.com/pennsylvania/montgomery/2-pa-men-plead-guilty-in-largest-us-factory-farm-
abuse-case-in-history/ 
 
Al Dia: Mayra Bergman is the new vice president of communications and marketing at Exelon 
https://aldianews.com/en/leadership/corporate/move-peco-exelon 
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