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Top DEP Stories 
   
WFMZ: Tips on how you can conserve water, as Pa. DEP declares Drought Watch 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/lehighvalley/tips-on-how-you-can-conserve-water-as-pa-dep-
declares-drought-watch/article_3abb2074-0cab-11ee-9192-e3cb7073a295.html 
 
Clarion News: DEP declares statewide drought watch, recommends voluntary water conservation 
https://www.theclarionnews.com/news/local/article_b8ca73f8-5adc-5352-903d-7f2deea2562f.html 
 
New Castle News: DEP declares statewide drought watch, asks for voluntary reduction in water use 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/cnhi_network/dep-declares-statewide-drought-watch-asks-for-
voluntary-reduction-in-water-use/article_9415e1d2-63eb-51c2-845c-1f3cd1941fdb.html 
 
Times Observer: Water agency asks people to cut back on water use 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2023/06/water-agency-asks-people-to-cut-back-on-
water-use/ 
 
York Dispatch: DEP declares statewide drought watch, asks for water conservation 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2023/06/15/dep-declares-statewide-drought-watch-
asks-for-water-conservation/70327109007/ 
 
WESA: Pennsylvanians asked to cut water use as state enters drought watch 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2023-06-17/pennsylvania-2023-drought-watch 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Pennsylvania American Water urges voluntary steps to conserve water 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/06/18/pennsylvania-american-water-drought.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Air quality alert issued for Pittsburgh region 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/air-quality-alert-issued-for-pittsburgh-region/ 
 
Post-Gazette: The thirst is real: With Allegheny County under a drought watch, farmers say they’re still 
OK — for now 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2023/06/19/drought-farmers-rain-crops-weather-
allegheny-county-dry/stories/202306190060 
 
Centre Daily Times: All of Pennsylvania is under a drought watch. Here’s how you can save water at 
home 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/weather-news/article276450541.html  
 
Fox 56: Pennsylvania's dry spell: Drought watch leaves state thirsty for relief 
https://fox56.com/news/local/pennsylvanias-dry-spell-drought-watch-leaves-state-thirsty-for-relief  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Farmers, gardeners wary of moderate drought conditions 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/farmers-gardeners-wary-of-moderate-drought-
conditions/article_f4a601f6-0c70-11ee-ad34-4721588c23a3.html  
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Sunbury Daily Item: Drought watch calls for voluntary water conservation (Editorial) 
https://www.dailyitem.com/opinion/drought-watch-calls-for-voluntary-water-
conservation/article_01ced85c-0c4f-11ee-9fc5-bbe1c2dc7890.html  
 
East Palestine Derailment 
 
Butler eagle: A train safety bill inspired by the East Palestine derailment faces tough odds in the Pa. 
legislature 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20230620/a-train-safety-bill-inspired-by-the-east-palestine-derailment-
faces-tough-odds-in-the-pa-legislatur/ 
 
Allegheny Front: EPA ASSURES FARMERS THAT IT’S SAFE TO GROW FOOD NEAR EAST PALESTINE TRAIN 
DERAILMENT 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/epa-assures-farmers-that-its-safe-to-grow-food-near-east-palestine-
train-derailment/ 
 
Mentions   
 
WESA: A Pa. community wins a reprieve on toxic fracking wastewater 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2023-06-18/pa-fracking-wastewater-lawsuit  
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Group travels to Harrisburg to protest mining permit regulations  
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/group-travels-to-harrisburg-to-protest-mining-
permit-regulations/article_8d7096fa-517e-504f-a803-2d15785219d7.html  
 
Tribune-Review: Letter to the editor: Ramifications of DEP name change 
https://triblive.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-ramifications-of-dep-name-change/ 
 
Tribune-Review James Cato and Evan Clark: Pa.’s rivers have a plastics problem, and nobody is willing to 
act 
https://triblive.com/opinion/james-cato-and-evan-clark-pa-s-rivers-have-a-plastics-problem-and-
nobody-is-willing-to-act/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Lawmakers and regulators want permit reform and environmental justice. How does one 
shape the other? 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2023/06/19/environmental-justice-regulations-
permit-reform/stories/202306120012 
 
Post-Gazette: Secretive state climate talks stir discontent with Pennsylvania governor 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-state/2023/06/18/climate-talks-pennsylvania-governor-
josh-shapiro/stories/202306160109 
 
Inside Climate News: Secretive State Climate Talks Stir Discontent With Pennsylvania Governor 
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/18062023/shapiro-pennsylvania-climate-group/ 
 
PublicSource: Secretive state climate talks stir disconnect with PA governor 
https://www.publicsource.org/secretive-state-climate-talks-pa-governor-shapiro-hydrogen-rggi/ 
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PA Environment Digest: DEP Finds PA General Energy Installed Its Shawnee Water Withdrawal On The 
Exceptional Value Loyalsock Creek At Sizes Larger Than Authorized By Its SRBC, DEP Permits 
http://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2023/06/dep-finds-pa-general-energy-installed.html  
 
Penn Capital-Star: What’s in a name?  When it comes to Senate’s vote changing DEP’s name, everything 
(Opinion) 
https://www.penncapital-star.com/commentary/whats-in-a-name-when-it-comes-to-senates-vote-
changing-deps-name-everything-opinion/  
 
Climate Change 
 
Post-Gazette: A greener way to stop the current: Phasing out a climate super-menace in the grid 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2023/06/19/manmade-gas-sulfur-hexaflouride-
mitsubishi-hitachi-nike-greenhouse-sf6/stories/202306180049 
 
Bloomberg: A Cheap Fix to Global Warming Is Finally Gaining Support 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-06-16/cheap-powerful-methane-cuts-get-support-
from-turkmenistan-to-eu?srnd=green#xj4y7vzkg 
 
Bloomberg: Global Heat Records Are Falling. A Little Panic Might Be in Order. 
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2023-06-16/climate-heat-records-are-falling-maybe-a-
little-panic-is-due#xj4y7vzkg 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Daily Local: Some paddlers make lifelong connections on the Schuylkill River Sojourn [Photo gallery] 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2023/06/19/some-paddlers-make-lifelong-connections-on-schuylkill-river-
sojourn/ 
 
Delco Times: Rose Valley completes restoration of Chadwick and Saul wildlife preserves 
https://www.delcotimes.com/2023/06/20/rose-valley-completes-restoration-of-chadwick-and-saul-
wildlife-preserves/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Picking berries and watching birds | Outdoorsy Newsletter 
https://www.inquirer.com/life/outdoors/rocky-hikes-pick-your-own-fruits-birdwatching-20230616.html 
 
69 News: The search is on for Ollie the Barn Owl 
https://www.wfmz.com/video/the-search-is-on-for-ollie-the-barn-owl/video_5b567b83-e274-5487-
8e36-6a47e28066e9.html 
 
Pa Environment Digest: Fire A Primary Concern For Allegheny National Forest In Its Infancy 
https://www.timesobserver.com/history/2023/06/fire-a-primary-concern-for-anf-in-its-infancy/ 
 
Times Observer: Allegheny National Forest Centennial Hiking Challenge Underway 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2023/06/anf-centennial-hiking-challenge-underway/ 
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Reading Eagle: Some paddlers make lifelong connections on the Schuylkill River Sojourn 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2023/06/19/some-paddlers-make-lifelong-connections-on-schuylkill-
river-sojourn/ 
 
Lebtown.com: Local community and officials clean up Dinosaur Rock; cameras may be installed 
https://lebtown.com/2023/06/20/local-community-and-officials-clean-up-dinosaur-rock-cameras-may-
be-installed/ 
 
Lebtown.com: DCNR offers summer activities & classes at Memorial Lake & Swatara state parks 
https://lebtown.com/2023/06/20/dcnr-offers-summer-activities-classes-at-memorial-lake-swatara-
state-parks/ 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Children's Lake reopening within next two months 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/communities/boiling_springs/childrens-lake-reopening-within-next-
two-months/article_e3e0c86e-0b9f-11ee-b0bd-6b4e1e7fde3b.html#tracking-source=home-top-story 
 
Citizens’ Voice: New disease threatening beech trees 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/new-disease-threatening-beech-trees/article_0d3aef8c-f737-
5388-b7d9-962ff5493fe9.html 
 
Scranton Times: North Pocono communities might adopt regional comprehensive plan 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/north-pocono-communities-might-adopt-regional-
comprehensive-plan/article_939faa80-65bc-53da-8140-759e8f1dc98c.html 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Forward Twp. boat launch project delayed  
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2023/06/fallowfield-twp-boat-launch-project-delayed/  
 
The Almanac: Measure passed by Pa. House aims to protect state's wildlife habitat 
https://thealmanac.net/news/measure-passed-by-pa-house-aims-to-protect-states-wildlife-
habitat/article_96327393-2fab-52d3-9cce-6db7ed47fc9f.html 
 
Next Pittsburgh: The secret tree lab under the 62nd Street Bridge  
https://nextpittsburgh.com/yinzer-backstage-pass/the-secret-tree-lab-under-the-62nd-street-bridge/ 
 
Pittsburgh City Paper: Expansion of POGOH bikeshare system could bring new sustainable transit 
options for locals and visitors 
https://www.pghcitypaper.com/news/expansion-of-pogoh-bikeshare-system-could-bring-new-
sustainable-transit-options-for-locals-and-visitors-24063248  
 
Tribune-Review Public safety officials warn of dangers at Creek Falls 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/public-safety-officials-warn-of-dangers-at-creek-falls/ 
 
Daily American: Commissioners approve design and engineering firm for next phase of trail 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/story/news/local/2023/06/15/commissioners-approve-design-and-
engineering-firm-for-next-trail-phase/70313597007/ 
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Tribune-Review Graffiti cleanup set at popular Beam Rocks in Forbes State Forest 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/graffiti-cleanup-set-at-popular-beam-rocks-in-forbes-state-
forest/ 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Campers learn about conservation, nature 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/campers-learn-about-conservation-nature/article_997ae71a-0eb4-
11ee-b1a0-bf766e3b9b08.html     
 
Shamokin News-Item: AOAA board forms corporation to support park 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/aoaa-board-forms-corporation-to-support-
park/article_21999887-7257-58b8-8237-13ae6cb30c2c.html  
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Reflection in Nature: The mountain laurel is Pennsylvania’s state flower 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/outdoors/2023/06/reflections-in-nature-the-mountain-laurel-is-
pennsylvanias-state-flower/  
 
Drought 
 
Pennlive: How to save your plants, lawn in this dry weather: This Weekend in the Garden 
https://www.pennlive.com/gardening/2023/06/how-to-save-your-plants-lawn-in-this-dry-weather-this-
weekend-in-the-garden.html 
 
Reading Eagle: Historically dry May causing concern for farmers in Berks 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2023/06/19/historically-dry-may-causing-concern-for-farmers-in-berks/ 
 
Lancaster Farming: Do Corn and Soybean Growers Need to be Worried About Recent Dry Conditions? 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/field-crops/do-corn-and-soybean-growers-need-to-
be-worried-about-recent-dry-conditions/article_cbffb82a-0c46-11ee-a0c3-6ba916236cd0.html 
 
Energy 
 
WHYY: Delaware lawmakers want state to assess offshore wind potential 
https://whyy.org/articles/delaware-lawmakers-offshore-wind-potential-assessment/ 
 
Indiana Gazette: GOP lawmakers will conduct energy policy hearing in Homer City 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/gop-lawmakers-will-conduct-energy-policy-hearing-in-homer-
city/article_9fa22062-9521-5063-8abd-8b4808f5512e.html 
 
York Dispatch: Electric vehicle fee for road use is only fair — but is there a better path forward? 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/opinion/editorials/2023/06/19/electric-vehicle-fee-for-road-use-
is-only-fair-but-is-there-a-better-path-forward/70335141007/ 
 
Bedford Gazette: Penelec offers tips to keep cool in summer heat 
https://www.bedfordgazette.com/news/local/penelec-offers-tips-to-keep-cool-in-summer-
heat/article_e502a3c9-7450-5920-8397-941db6bb433a.html 
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WITF/StateImpact: Pennsylvania’s largest coal plant, and one of its largest polluters, to shut down 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2023/06/16/pennsylvanias-largest-coal-plant-and-one-of-its-
largest-polluters-to-shut-down/ 
 
Mon Valley Independent: EF school board debates unexpected bill for new lighting 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2023/06/ef-school-board-debates-unexpected-bill-for-new-
lighting/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Eye on Morgantown: NETL growing with boost in federal funding 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/06/16/eye-on-morgantown-netl-growing-federal-
funding.html 
 
Post-Gazette: A program that helps some Pennsylvania residents get free air conditioning may need 
more money as the state warms 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/social-services/2023/06/17/free-air-conditioners-pennsylvania-
summer-liheap/stories/202306160088 
 
Pittsburgh Union Progress: Two of the region’s boroughs operate their own public electric systems 
https://www.unionprogress.com/2023/06/18/two-of-the-regions-boroughs-operate-their-own-public-
electric-systems/ 
 
Utility Dive: Power plants remain vulnerable to outages in extreme cold, despite warnings, FERC and 
NERC find 
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/winter-storm-elliott-ferc-nerc-report-power-outage/653199/ 
 
Utility Dive: PJM’s capacity market is sound, but changes needed to adapt to evolving grid mix, extreme 
weather: panelists 
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/pjm-capacity-market-ferc-forum/653217/  
 
Shamokin News-Item: Electric vehicle fee for road use is fair, but is there a better path? (Editorial) 
https://www.newsitem.com/opinion/editorials/electric-vehicle-fee-for-road-use-is-fair-but-is-there-a-
better-pathy/article_8fe914b3-cdaf-5cdd-b196-afc43e23178a.html  
 
Mining 
 
Centre Daily Times: How to explore this abandoned Pennsylvania mining company town and its new 
purpose 
https://www.centredaily.com/living/travel-tourism/article276488286.html  
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Equitrans revives plans to build MVP Southgate 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/06/18/equitrans-revives-plans-to-build-mvp-
southgate.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: First Look: Hope Gas’ new headquarters 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/06/18/first-look-hope-gas-new-headquarters.html 
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Pittsburgh Business Times: CNX to sell $125M in assets 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/06/16/cnx-to-sell-125m-in-assets.html 
 
WESA: Gas stoves pollute homes with benzene, which is linked to cancer 
https://www.wesa.fm/2023-06-16/gas-stoves-pollute-homes-with-benzene-which-is-linked-to-cancer 
  
Shamokin News-Item: AAA: Gas prices steady in central PA 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/business/aaa-gas-prices-steady-in-central-pa/article_c5ee9578-
5318-558c-b3a0-42e77bf1ef79.html 
 
Vector Management 
 
ExploreVenango: Know the Risks From Ticks This Summer 
https://explorevenango.com/the-medical-minute-know-the-risks-from-ticks-this-summer/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Pa. leads the nation in Lyme disease cases, and kids make up about half of them 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/health/2023/06/18/tick-season-lyme-disease-
pennsylvania/stories/202306090067 
 
Waste 
 
Tribune-Review Hundreds of newspapers found littered along roadside in Brackenridge 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/hundreds-of-post-gazette-newspapers-found-littered-
along-roadside-in-brackenridge/ 
 
Tribune-Review Letter to the editor: City's contradictory recycling policy  
https://triblive.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-citys-contradictory-recycling-policy/  
 
Post-Gazette: There was little Taylor Swift-related trash left Sunday on the North Shore despite record-
setting attendance 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2023/06/18/taylor-swift-pittbsurgh-acrisure-stadium-
concerns-trash-cleanup/stories/202306180149 
 
Water 
 
WJET-TV: Fish as much as you want? Fishing regulations lifted ahead of draining of Kahle Lake 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/pennsylvania-news/venango-county/fish-as-much-as-you-want-
fishing-regulations-lifted-ahead-of-draining-of-kahle-lake/ 
 
Pennlive: Ensuring clean and safe water requires investment 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2023/06/ensuring-clean-and-safe-water-requires-investment-
opinion.html 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Monongahela: New water line to be installed on Fourth St. 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2023/06/monongahela-new-water-line-to-be-installed-on-fourth-
st/  
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Sunbury Daily Item: East Buffalo Township residents under water boil advisory 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/east-buffalo-township-residents-under-water-boil-
advisory/article_8f5c69ba-0ec9-11ee-886a-a7062438f3ad.html   
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Pennlive: Central Pa. felt the ‘punch’ of Agnes: The tropical storm that lashed the East Coast in 1972 
https://www.pennlive.com/weather/2023/06/central-pa-felt-the-punch-of-agnes-the-tropical-storm-
that-lashed-the-east-coast-in-1972.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: UGI pipe replacements create issues for cyclists 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/ugi-pipe-replacements-create-issues-for-cyclists-lancaster-
watchdog/article_37bd09c6-0d07-11ee-912d-0b5a3fa5288c.html 
 
Lancaster Farming: Prepare for Fall Bird Migration by Strengthening Farm Biosecurity 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/poultry/prepare-for-fall-bird-migration-by-
strengthening-farm-biosecurity/article_558fff26-35d8-5fbe-9ffc-4918b6a39e38.html 
 
Altoona Mirror: Hazmat crews called out 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2023/06/hazmat-crews-called-out/ 
 
Tribune-Review Editorial: Bill to help combat blight statewide  
https://triblive.com/opinion/editorial-bill-to-help-combat-blight-statewide/  
 
Post-Gazette: A bill to help Pittsburgh fight blight is close to passing as Pa. lawmakers continue budget 
talks 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-state/2023/06/17/pittsburgh-blight-bill-pennsylvania-
budget/stories/202306160092 
 
Post-Gazette: Two University of Pittsburgh law professors held a land event to present information 
about the effect of ‘greening’ vacant lots 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2023/06/15/vacant-lots-pittsburgh-hill-green-pitt-
law/stories/202306150139 
 
Tribune-Review Letter to the editor: Springdale 'implosion' 
https://triblive.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-springdale-implosion/ 
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