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Top DEP Stories 
   
Pennlive: Rich Negrin confirmed as Secretary of Department of Environmental Protection 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2023/06/rich-negrin-confirmed-as-secretary-of-department-of-
environmental-protection.html 
 
Canadian Wildfires 
 
Pennlive: Air quality alerts, including a Code Red, issued for parts of Pa. on Wednesday 
https://www.pennlive.com/nation-world/2023/06/air-quality-alerts-including-a-code-red-issued-for-
parts-of-pa-on-wednesday.html 
 
Lancaster Farming: Wildfire Smoke Blows in Concerns for Mid-Atlantic Farms 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/news/wildfire-smoke-blows-in-concerns-for-mid-
atlantic-farms/article_a89b080c-151b-11ee-b9c9-1f9a1e7f0094.html 
 
Altoona Mirror: Wildfire smoke to return 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2023/06/wildfire-smoke-to-return/ 
 
Bedford gazette: Canadian wildfires are causing the worst air in the US in cities like Chicago and Detroit 
https://www.bedfordgazette.com/ap/national/canadian-wildfires-are-causing-the-worst-air-in-the-us-
in-cities-like-chicago-and/article_1d5e1f8e-dc3c-52c6-abec-71ee4ec61e5e.html 
 
WTAJ: Code red, orange air quality alerts issued for Central Pennsylvania 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/local-news/code-red-orange-air-quality-alerts-issued-for-central-
pennsylvania/ 
 
Bradford Era: DEP declares Code Red Air Quality for today in McKean, other counties 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/dep-declares-code-red-air-quality-for-today-in-mckean-other-
counties/article_d0a9ed86-152f-11ee-9bb6-b7824ea0c112.html 
 
Meadville Tribune: DEP declares Code Red Air Quality Action Day 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/dep-declares-code-red-air-quality-action-
day/article_c7c605ce-1539-11ee-bf1f-934bb967d375.html 
 
Indiana Gazette:  
Code Red air alert issued for Indiana County, western Pennsylvania 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/code-red-air-alert-issued-for-indiana-county-western-
pennsylvania/article_940c29ba-036a-5344-8074-f4edfbc9e974.html 
 
WJET-TV: Code Red air quality alert declared for NWPA; Erie to have worst air quality in state 
https://www.yourerie.com/news/local-news/code-red-air-quality-alert-declared-for-nwpa-erie-to-have-
worst-air-quality-in-state/ 
 
WICU-TV: Code Red Air Quality Alert 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/49128488/code-red-air-quality-alert 
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LehighValley Live:  Parts of Pa. under air quality alerts Wednesday, as more smoke heads toward Lehigh 
Valley 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/weather/2023/06/parts-of-pa-under-air-quality-alerts-wednesday-as-
more-smoke-heads-toward-lehigh-valley.html 
 
Morning Call: Smoke from Canadian wildfires to return to the Lehigh Valley on Wednesday 
https://www.mcall.com/2023/06/28/smoke-from-canadian-wildfires-to-return-wednesday-to-the-
lehigh-valley-wednesay/ 
 
KDKA: Pittsburgh Weather: Air quality turns poor today due to Canadian wildfire smoke 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/pittsburgh-weather-air-quality-turns-poor-today-due-to-
canadian-wildfire-smoke/ 
 
KDKA: Live Updates: Canadian wildfire smoke clouds Pittsburgh skies, air quality alerts issued for 
Western Pa. 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/live-updates/live-updates-canadian-wildfire-smoke-clouds-
pittsburgh-skies-air-quality-alerts-issued-for-western-pa/ 
 
WTAE: Code Red Air Quality Day declared for much of western Pennsylvania 
https://www.wtae.com/article/code-red-air-quality-index-declared-for-much-of-western-
pennsylvania/44369970 
 
WPXI: CODE RED: Fog, haze to start the day as smoke from Canadian wildfires settles over area 
https://www.wpxi.com/weather/fog-haze-start-day-smoke-canadian-wildfires-settles-over-
area/NJQS3UUAGNEOJLYKZ3KYTI6LFU/ 
 
WPXI: Code Red: Wildfire smoke creates air quality concerns for Western Pennsylvania 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/code-red-canadian-wildfire-smoke-will-create-air-quality-concerns-
western-pennsylvania/PVY5COQPB5E2JL2RKUIWLJG4Y4/ 
 
WESA: Air quality declines in Pittsburgh as smoke and haze from Canadian wildfires blanket metro area 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2023-06-28/pittsburgh-air-canadian-wildfires 
 
Tribune-Review: Canadian wildfires return to cause poor air quality in Western Pa. 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/poor-air-quality-forecast-for-wednesday-dep-says/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Canadian wildfires again impact Western Pa.’s air quality with code red issued for 
Wednesday 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/health/2023/06/27/canada-wildfires-western-
pa/stories/202306270117 
 
Centre Daily Times: Unhealthy air quality expected in Centre County, parts of PA again due to wildfire 
smoke 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/weather-news/article276814856.html  
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Centre Daily Times: All of PA now under “Code Red” for unhealthy air quality levels due to wildfire 
smoke 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/weather-
news/article276814856.html?ac_cid=DM816282&ac_bid=-1011455446  
 
Centre County Gazette: Air Quality Alert Issued for Centre County 
https://www.statecollege.com/articles/health-news/air-quality-alert-issued-for-centre-county/  
 
Daily Collegian: Pennsylvania DEP declares Code Orange Air Quality Action Day for Centre County 
https://www.psucollegian.com/news/borough/pennsylvania-dep-declares-code-orange-air-quality-
action-day-for-centre-county/article_b8363b1c-155a-11ee-8085-7b0ef53ddfac.html  
 
NorthcentralPA.com: DEP issues Cod Red air quality alert across entire state 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/life/dep-issues-cod-red-air-quality-alert-across-entire-
state/article_8dff09de-15c1-11ee-920a-2726c4f5b2dd.html  
 
East Palestine Derailment 
 
New Castle News: Crop samples near train derailment site show no contamination 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/crop-samples-near-train-derailment-site-show-no-
contamination/article_ee8f5b96-1454-11ee-b3ed-4f6784cb6782.html 
 
KDKA: Pennsylvania crops show no contamination related to the East Palestine train derailment 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/pennsylvania-crops-show-no-contamination-related-to-
the-east-palestine-train-derailment/ 
 
Mentions   
 
WHYY: This company turns food scraps into compost for Philly community gardens at an old city building 
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-parks-and-recreation-composting-food-waste-bennett-compost/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Letter to the editor: Is DEP name change threat to Democrats? 
https://triblive.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-is-dep-name-change-threat-to-democrats/ 
 
Marcellus Drilling News: PA Senate committee grills, approves Rich Negrin for DEP Secretary 
https://marcellusdrilling.com/2023/06/pa-senate-committee-grills-approves-rich-negrin-for-dep-
secretary/  
 
Lock Haven Express: City beach opens for summer fun 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2023/06/city-beach-opens-for-summer-fun/  
 
Air 
 
WICU-TV: Avoiding Outdoor Activities During 'Very Unhealthy' Air Quality 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/49129267/avoiding-outdoor-activities-during-very-unhealthy-air-
quality 
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KDKA: The impacts of unhealthy air on children  
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/the-impacts-of-unhealthy-air-on-children/ 
 
Allegheny Front: WHAT YOU CAN DO TO PROTECT YOURSELF FROM WILDFIRE SMOKE 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/what-you-can-do-to-protect-yourself-from-wildfire-smoke/ 
 
Climate Change 
 
WESA: State lawmakers consider legislation for local oversight of carbon capture wells 
https://www.wesa.fm/show/the-confluence/2023-06-27/state-lawmakers-consider-legislation-for-local-
oversight-of-carbon-capture-wells 
 
Centre Daily Times: Seeking solution to pollution blanket (LTE) 
https://www.centredaily.com/opinion/letters-to-the-
editor/article276703431.html?ac_cid=DM816184&ac_bid=-1015784847  
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Bradford Era: Allegheny National Forest Centennial GeoTrail officially launched June 21 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/allegheny-national-forest-centennial-geotrail-officially-launched-
june-21/article_34b2b8fc-1527-11ee-b304-43916b7a9f9c.html 
 
Al Dia: Fairmount Park Conversancy awarded $10 million grant to transform FDR Park 
https://aldianews.com/en/local/philadelphia/10-million-invested-park 
 
Fox 29: How to have a beautiful garden with limited space 
https://www.fox29.com/video 
 
Next Pittsburgh: Rail trail expansion builds dreams that Freeport and Kittaning could rival GAP Trail 
destinations 
https://nextpittsburgh.com/outdoor-guide/freeport-and-kittaning-could-rival-gap-trail-destinations/ 
 
Observer-Reporter: Trader remembered for pushing conservation efforts as Greene commissioner 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/trader-remembered-for-pushing-conservation-efforts-
as-greene-commissioner/article_296a3f3e-1508-11ee-b6b8-6f12bfb53259.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Overgrown lot in Beaver Falls is transformed into a pollinator garden 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/goodness/2023/06/27/beaver-falls-pollinator-garden-native-plants-
monach-butterfly-milkweed/stories/202306300003 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: MARC says Preserve will remain open 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/marc-says-preserve-will-remain-open/article_4657910c-147f-11ee-
a58b-c791dc3b1f71.html     
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Montour County commissioners award money to MARC 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/montour-county-commissioners-award-money-to-
marc/article_5fd51cc0-1502-11ee-a154-8b3127db5086.html  
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Sunbury Daily Item: HERYN continues to grow in Valley 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/heryn-continues-to-grow-in-valley/article_1f45c494-1452-11ee-bce9-
c3f03cd42c05.html  
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Region faces third spongy moth outbreak 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2023/06/region-faces-third-spongy-moth-outbreak/  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Bucknell center turns vacant lots into pocket parks 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/bucknell-center-turns-vacant-lots-into-pocket-
parks/article_8cc2b526-14e4-11ee-b4dd-2714da76456f.html  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: New recreation area opens in Lower Mahanoy 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/local_news/new-recreation-area-opens-in-lower-
mahanoy/article_82d7ac88-1435-11ee-b66e-ab47d0c12e7e.html  
 
Energy 
 
Altoona  irror: Penelec plans power outage Thursday 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2023/06/penelec-plans-power-outage-thursday/ 
 
FOX43: 'There will be a shortage of EV battery supplies': Electric car makers rush to secure supplies of 
lithium 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/nation-world/electric-car-lithium-shortages/507-251b19c5-3446-
4a0e-8b2c-c0407a029146 
 
KDKA Radio: Lithium-ion batteries believed to be cause of Brighton Heights house fire 
https://www.audacy.com/kdkaradio/news/local/lithium-batteries-the-cause-of-brighton-heights-house-
fire 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Fight to stop power plant continues 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2023/06/fight-to-stop-power-plant-continues/ 
 
Tribune-Democrat: PHOTO GALLERY | Underground work underway to improve electrical network in 
downtown Johnstown 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/photo-gallery-underground-work-underway-to-improve-electrical-
network-in-downtown-johnstown/article_8c2af102-14fb-11ee-8298-4ff7f35d887f.html 
 
Post-Gazette: EV metals will come from dead batteries at new U.S. plant 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2023/06/27/EV-metals-will-come-from-dead-
batteries-at-new-U-S-plant/stories/202306270012 
 
Sayre Morning Times: Threatened by shortages, electric car makers race for supplies of lithium for 
batteries 
https://www.morning-times.com/business/article_b911e3d1-b2e3-5067-a60f-8155fd464245.html  
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Emergency Response 
 
Pocono Record: Historical marker for 1964 explosion in Marshalls Creek unveiled 
https://www.poconorecord.com/story/news/history/2023/06/27/1964-truck-explosion-killed-6-
marshalls-creek-poconos-remembered-phmc-historical-marker-regina-farms/70337303007/ 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Times News: Company gains more access to pipeline 
https://www.tnonline.com/20230627/company-gains-more-access-to-pipeline/ 
  
Pittsburgh Business Times: Environmental groups challenge potential dismissal of MVP lawsuit 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/06/27/mountain-valley-pipeline-lawsuit.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Darlene Leslie: In drought, water should be for people, not profit 
https://triblive.com/opinion/darlene-leslie-in-drought-water-should-be-for-people-not-profit/ 
 
Vector Management 
 
Pennlive: Where are the spotted lanternflies? Just wait, expert says 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2023/06/where-are-the-spotted-lanternflies-keep-looking-expert-
says-youll-see-them-soon.html 
 
Reading Eagle: Fighting the spotted lanternfly with new 5-year plan 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2023/06/27/fighting-the-spotted-lanternfly-with-new-5-year-plan/ 
 
Reading Eagle: Do birds find the spotted lanternfly to be a tasty treat or a nauseating nibble? 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2020/09/18/do-birds-find-the-spotted-lanternfly-to-be-a-tasty-treat-or-
a-nauseating-nibble/ 
 
Daily Local: Fighting the spotted lanternfly with new 5-year plan 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2023/06/27/fighting-the-spotted-lanternfly-with-new-5-year-plan/ 
 
Waste 
 
abc27: Pennsylvania House passes legislation to allow recycled materials in stuffed toys 
https://www.abc27.com/pennsylvania/pennsylvania-house-passes-legislation-to-allow-recycled-
materials-in-stuffed-toys/ 
 
Water 
 
Bradford Era: Sanitary Authority addressing infrastructure issues 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/sanitary-authority-addressing-infrastructure-
issues/article_2677989c-1528-11ee-9885-7f5df692d6ee.html 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Permit requirements halt levee project 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/permit-requirements-halt-levee-
project/article_6483fca8-4518-5f0e-bff5-6a2656b4c1b2.html 
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Mon Valley Independent: Another Monongahela water line breaks 
https://monvalleyindependent.com/2023/06/another-monongahela-water-line-breaks/ 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Chesapeake Conservancy looking for volunteers for Turtle Creek stake project 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/chesapeake-conservancy-looking-for-volunteers-for-turtle-creek-
stake-project/article_98ccd536-143f-11ee-b17b-9f74d77f4de4.html   
 
NorthcentralPA.com: One man’s act to honor USA in the Susquehanna River creates a lasting legacy 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/life/one-mans-act-to-honor-usa-creates-a-lasting-
legacy/article_980af45a-14f0-11ee-a636-338d13f17201.html  
 
Centre Daily Times: A boil water advisory issued after a water main break in the Bellefonte area has 
been lifted 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/article276628291.html?ac_cid=DM815773&ac_bi
d=-1023599612  
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Pennsylvania House committee unexpectedly drops well setback, bitcoin 
mining bills 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/06/27/pennsylvania-house-well-setback-bitcoin-
bills.html 
 

Pennlive: Penn State research team discovers unique subspecies of fish in Susquehanna River 

https://www.pennlive.com/news/2023/06/penn-state-research-team-discovers-unique-subspecies-of-

fish-in-susquehanna-river.html 
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