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Top DEP Stories 
 
Bucks County Courier Times: Quarry riles officials, residents as court hearing approaches 
https://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/news/20200301/quarry-riles-officials-residents-as-court-
hearing-approaches 
 
Scranton Times: Tour of Northeast shows asbestos abatment work; district could announce student 
return date next week 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/tour-of-northeast-shows-asbestos-abatment-work-district-
could-announce-student-return-date-next-week-1.2601460 
 
Altoona Mirror: DEP defends tipping fee boost for air, staff 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2020/03/dep-defends-tipping-fee-boost-for-air-staff/ 
 
Mentions 
 
Penn State News: Farmers in four PA counties encouraged to document conservation practices 
https://news.psu.edu/story/610005/2020/02/26/research/farmers-four-pa-counties-encouraged-
document-conservation-practices 
 
Air 
 
PennLive: Three reasons Pennsylvania must proceed with historic move to limit carbon pollution | 
Opinion 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2020/02/three-reasons-pennsylvania-must-proceed-with-historic-
move-to-limit-carbon-pollution-opinion.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Housing-retail development in downtown Clairton could be step to revitalizing town 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/south/2020/03/01/Clairton-redevelopment-downtown-library-
housing-Mon-Valley-Pa-town/stories/202003010042  
 
Daily Collegian: State College Police investigating theft of catalytic converters from Honda vehicles 
https://www.collegian.psu.edu/news/crime courts/article dbe7bcec-5c54-11ea-ab28-
7be340ae03eb.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Health groups push to close state's indoor smoking loopholes 
https://www.dailyitem.com/business/health-groups-push-to-close-state-s-indoor-smoking-
loopholes/article 0aca4107-c03b-5427-8caf-a4bcc1305b7b.html 
 
Climate Change 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: February temps above normal  
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/february-temps-above-normal/article e58c4b3c-
2233-5a6f-97ce-02e5e358ebf2.html 
 
WESA: After Week Long Student Sit-In, Pitt Commits To Carbon Neutrality By 2037 



https://www.wesa.fm/post/after-week-long-student-sit-pitt-commits-carbon-neutrality-2037  
 
Allegheny Front: Pitt Students Occupy Cathedral of Learning Demanding Divestment from Fossil Fuels 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pitt-students-occupy-cathedral-of-learning-demanding-divestment-
from-fossil-fuels/ 
 
NEXTPittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh sets goal of net-zero carbon footprint by 2037  
https://www.nextpittsburgh.com/latest-news/university-of-pittsburgh-sets-goal-of-net-zero-carbon-
footprint-by-2037/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Pitt commits to being carbon neutral by 2037 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/university-of-pittsburgh-commits-to-being-carbon-
neutral-by-2037/ 
  
Post-Gazette: Pitt commits to becoming carbon neutral by 2037 but won't divest fossil fuel investments 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/education/2020/02/28/University-of-Pittsburgh-trustees-
endowment-divest-Fossil-Free-climate-change-Patrick-Gallagher/stories/202002280146 
 
Observer-Reporter: Hits and Misses 
https://observer-reporter.com/opinion/editorials/hits-and-misses/article c1315782-5812-11ea-a25d-
07125f7384a8.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Drew Johnson: America shows how to fight climate change without regulation 
https://triblive.com/opinion/drew-johnson-america-shows-how-to-fight-climate-change-without-
regulation/ 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Express-Times: Why Bethlehem’s water authority is demanding a no-fly zone for sky lanterns 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/bethlehem/2020/03/why-bethlehems-water-authority-is-demanding-
a-no-fly-zone-for-sky-lanterns.html 
 
Bradford Era: Invasive plant treatment grant opportunity for landowners 
http://www.bradfordera.com/news/local/invasive-plant-treatment-grant-opportunity-for-
landowners/article acbee533-b3c7-5510-bfa4-a1b2efd15a83.html 
 
Indiana Gazette: Wildlife diseases discussion to be held 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/community news/wildlife-diseases-discussion-to-be-
held/article 0aa69ef2-5a40-11ea-a43c-47c09b267ee8.html 
 
WICU-TV: New Public Steelhead Fishing Area is Already Very Popular 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/41833846/new-public-steelhead-fishing-area-is-already-very-
popular 
 
WICU-TV: Cochranton Area Redevelopment Effort Awarded Grant to Develop Access Point for Kayaks, 
Canoes 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/41833597/cochranton-area-redevelopment-effort-awarded-
grant-to-develop-access-point-for-kayaks-canoes 



 
Butler Eagle: Wildlife draws visitors to Moraine State Park 
http://www.butlereagle.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20200229/NEWS01/702299867 
 
Butler Eagle: Leadership class to install dock, kayak launch for the disabled 
http://www.butlereagle.com/article/20200229/NEWS01/702299869/-1/News01 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: 'Norfolk Southern doesn’t like trails': Railroad company concerns could halt trail 
extension 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/norfolk-southern-doesn-t-like-trails-railroad-company-
concerns-could/article 2d72e892-5a62-11ea-894d-47e404eab9f5.html 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Mill Creek farm part of national program  
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/mill-creek-farm-part-of-national-
program/article fadf4998-8045-51e7-9dde-b75d8dab6205.html 
 
KDKA: Pedal Pittsburgh Registration To Open Monday 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/03/02/pedal-pittsburgh-2020/ 
 
Observer-Reporter: Greene farmland preservation board accepting applications  
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/greene-farmland-preservation-board-accepting-
applications/article 592f8ed2-58e0-11ea-9282-83327e0ced2d.html 
 
Beaver County Times: Over the Garden Gate: Master Gardeners teach kids to stay safe around toxic 
chemicals 
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20200302/over-garden-gate-master-gardeners-teach-kids-to-stay-
safe-around-toxic-chemicals 
 
Tribune-Review: Rachel Carson trail discussed by Greybrooke Garden Club on March 11 
https://pinecreek.triblive.com/rachel-carson-trail-discussed-by-greybrooke-garden-club-on-march-11/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Eggtastic news for Harmar bald eagles? Bird behavior hints that incubation has begun 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/eggtastic-news-for-harmar-bald-eagles/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Allegheny County could adopt purple paint law to keep hunters, trespassers off farms, 
open land 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2020/03/02/Allegheny-County-pennsylvania-purple-paint-
farms-open-land-no-hunting-trespassing/stories/202002250053 
 
Post-Gazette: Purposeless action: Shrinking federally protected lands helps no one 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2020/02/28/Utah-monuments-Trump-purposeless-
shrinking/stories/202002200054 
 
Tribune-Review: Western Pa. group misses out on $1M in chronic wasting disease research money 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/local-group-misses-out-on-1m-in-chronic-wasting-disease-
research-money/ 
 
Sayre Morning-Times: Carantouan Greenway celebrating 25th anniversary this year 



http://www.morning-times.com/news/article 048da884-bfe7-5234-b4f3-f8d80649d58d.html  
 
Lock Haven Express: ALCS purchases 94-acre inholding in Kettle Creek State Park 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/outdoors/2020/02/alcs-purchases-94-acre-inholding-in-kettle-creek-
state-park/ 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Bucknell gains STARS Gold rating for sustainability  
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/030120/page/8/story/bucknell-gains-gold-rating 
 
Energy 
 
Pennlive: Nuclear corporations don’t need more ratepayer money 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2020/02/nuclear-corporations-dont-need-more-ratepayer-money-
pennlive-letters.html 
 
Reading Eagle: UGI customers to benefit from lower natural gas prices with 3% rate decrease 
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/local/ugi-customers-to-benefit-from-lower-natural-gas-prices-
with/article 60502c9a-5a47-11ea-8cb8-53d3fe319121.html 
 
Altoona Mirror: UGI decreasing natural gas costs 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2020/02/ugi-decreasing-natural-gas-costs/ 
 
CBS21: UGI announces decrease in natural gas costs 
https://local21news.com/news/local/ugi-announces-decrease-in-natural-gas-costs 
 
Beaver County Times: Columbia Gas customers may be eligible for crisis grants 
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20200228/columbia-gas-customers-may-be-eligible-for-crisis-
grants  
 
Tribune-Review: Downtown Pittsburgh steam heat system ‘beyond repair,’ says mayor 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/downtown-pittsburgh-steam-heat-system-beyond-
repair-says-mayor/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Winter heating grants available to low-income households 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/columbia-gas-offering-grants-to-low-income-households-during-
winter-months/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Liam Denning: Utilities are priced for pandemic, er, perfection 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/Op-Ed/2020/03/02/Liam-Denning-Utilities-are-priced-for-
pandemic-er-perfection/stories/202003020011 
 
Post-Gazette: Building an energy efficient future one house at a time 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/bop/2020/03/02/Building-an-energy-efficient-future-one-
house-at-a-time/stories/202002230003 
 
Post-Gazette: Focus on renewable energy, moving Pa. forward 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2020/03/01/Focus-on-renewable-energy-moving-Pa-
forward/stories/202002270130 



 
Environmental Cleanup & Brownfields 
 
Scranton Times: Scranton city council to vote on remediation for pocket park on Wyoming Avenue 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/scranton-city-council-to-vote-on-remediation-for-pocket-
park-on-wyoming-avenue-1.2602158 
 
Mining 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Editorial | Clean rivers – life blood of regional recreation – are at risk 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/editorials/editorial-clean-rivers-life-blood-of-regional-recreation-are-
at/article c1644e16-5a57-11ea-9d3d-ab3d4b8de9c2.html 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Fox News: Could fracking be a deciding issue for 2020 voters in key states? 
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/fracking-2020-democratic-race 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: A way to prevent devastating explosions like the one that hit South Philly | 
Opinion 
https://www.inquirer.com/opinion/commentary/south-philly-explosion-gas-main-prevention-
20200229.html 
 
Bradford Era: Columbia Gas customers may be eligible for crisis grants 
http://www.bradfordera.com/news/local/columbia-gas-customers-may-be-eligible-for-crisis-
grants/article 650e2f61-be9b-5caa-9bee-2e2a5817647e.html 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Ligonier Township planners recommend subdivision 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/ligonier-township-planners-recommend-
subdivision/article c60044a6-bead-527d-b95f-4d8dbce7f349.html  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Range Resources marketing North Louisiana assets 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/02/28/range-resources-marketing-north-louisiana-
assets.html 
 
Post-Gazette: How a dirt path is challenging a 600-mile pipeline 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/2020/03/01/Will-Harlan-how-a-dirt-path-is-challenging-a-600-
mile-pipeline/stories/202003010036 
 
StateImpact: Democrats could field an anti-fracking candidate in 2020. Can they win in Pennsylvania? 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2020/03/02/democrats-could-field-an-anti-fracking-
candidate-in-2020-can-they-win-in-pennsylvania/ 
 
Law 360: EQT's $18M Suit Accuses Supplier Of Sending Faulty Valves 
https://www.law360.com/articles/1248720/eqt-s-18m-suit-accuses-supplier-of-sending-faulty-valves 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: ClearView offers surveillance throughout the world 



https://www.sungazette.com/news/the-chamber-connection/2020/03/clearview-offers-surveillance-
throughout-the-world/ 
 
Vector Management 
 
Pennlive: Spotted lanternfly battle heating up for 2020 
https://www.pennlive.com/life/2020/03/spotted-lanternfly-battle-heating-up-for-2020.html 
 
Morning Call: After a mild winter, be wary of ticks, potential for Lyme Disease 
https://www.mcall.com/news/pennsylvania/mc-nws-pa-ticks-0301-20200301-
jenjvqdnbfczjjvbymbzeory2a-story.html 
 
Waste 
 
Citizens’ Voice: Brown sets meeting to discuss W-B’s sewer system 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/brown-sets-meeting-to-discuss-w-b-s-sewer-system-1.2600696 
 
WICU-TV: Local Business Starts Recycling Take Back Program 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/41839106/local-business-starts-recycling-take-back-program 
 
Allegheny Front: Want to Save the Planet? Expert Says Don’t Sweat the Small Stuff 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/want-to-save-the-planet-expert-says-dont-sweat-the-small-stuff/  
 
Latrobe Bulletin: City manager: DEP says Latrobe can't charge for recycling at transfer station 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/city-manager-dep-says-latrobe-can-t-charge-for-
recycling/article ed13c515-0d33-5bfa-b3f0-d1aeb0911fc5.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Letter to the editor: Reducing litter & keeping America beautiful 
https://triblive.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-reducing-litter-keeping-america-beautiful/ 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: PennDOT announces District 3 winners of Innovations Challenge to control 
roadway litter 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/education/penndot-announces-district-winners-of-innovations-
challenge/article 50391844-5911-11ea-bde9-e37af8c9c2d3.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: New York proposal would let human corpses be used for compost 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/new-york-proposal-would-let-human-corpses-be-used-
for/article 530ed087-d761-52d3-8d6f-81ac8dc74792.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Eliminate food waste (LTE) 
https://www.dailyitem.com/opinion/eliminate-food-waste/article 2318bb2b-09e5-5e6a-8bdc-
72e58fc35bb2.html 
 
Water 
 
My ChesCo: Aqua Pennsylvania to Restrict Route 352 (Sproul Road) for Utility Improvement in East 
Whiteland Township 



https://mychesco.com/a/news/traffic/aqua-pennsylvania-to-restrict-route-352-sproul-road-for-utility-
improvement-in-east-whiteland-township/ 
 
Erie Times: Water system appraisal consultant to visit Erie in March 
https://www.goerie.com/news/20200301/water-system-appraisal-consultant-to-visit-erie-in-march 
 
Titusville Herald: Safe Drinking Water Clinics offered in Tionesta (pg 2) 
https://www.titusvilleherald.com/eedition/page c456b653-362b-5341-8b01-3ce38308a6e7.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Can your well water make you sick? No testing is required in Pennsylvania 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/can-your-well-water-make-you-sick-no-testing-
is/article cf6563a4-5a63-11ea-92bb-6f08490788d9.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: He loved his well water, but a negative test result changed his mind. 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/he-loved-his-well-water-but-a-negative-test-
result/article 8e12d71a-5a6d-11ea-908f-cb92d1b19d3a.html 
 
Reading Eagle: How fixing a minor road in Maxatawny Township protects wetlands, touches fisherman 
and even benefits Reading residents  
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/environment/how-fixing-a-minor-road-in-maxatawny-township-
protects-wetlands/article 8679ee66-4399-11ea-b9b2-8f2f65b99065.html 
 
KDKA: Section Of Brodhead Road Closed Due To Water Main Break 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/03/01/moon-township-water-main-break/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Pa. Turnpike to relocate stream damaging the toll road in Irwin 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2020/03/01/PA-Turnpike-toll-road-Irwin-Brush-
Creek-relocation-Mosites-Construction/stories/202002290010 
 
Herald-Standard: Next steps revealed at Uniontown flooding mitigation presentation 
https://www.heraldstandard.com/news/local news/next-steps-revealed-at-uniontown-flooding-
mitigation-presentation/article 4d1b7f42-59fe-11ea-ba7f-67578131f980.html 
 
Post-Gazette: City, authorities release estimates for more than 220 contracts that will open for bid in 
2020 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2020/03/02/Pittsburgh-authorities-release-estimates-buying-
plan-contracts-open-bid-2020/stories/202002240124 
 
Daily Collegian: State College Borough Water Authority to begin flushing water mains in March 
https://www.collegian.psu.edu/news/borough/article 0bf4e5b6-5a45-11ea-adb1-13eff388694f.html 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Norristown Patch: Montco Facility Lands On National 100 'Super Polluters' List 
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/norristown/montco-facility-lands-national-100-super-polluters-list 
 
Pennlive: Scientists exploring farmland’s slow recovery: ‘The system doesn’t just bounce back’ 



https://www.pennlive.com/nation-world/2020/03/scientists-exploring-farmlands-slow-recovery-the-
system-doesnt-just-bounce-back.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: No yard? Registration for Lancaster County Central Park's community garden 
plots is open 
https://lancasteronline.com/features/no-yard-registration-for-lancaster-county-central-park-s-
community/article 4ac5d17a-5c24-11ea-a7b4-d3db9d53a9a5.html 
 
Reading Eagle: State launches website for weather, environmental data 
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/weather/state-launches-website-for-weather-environmental-
data/article 16708d20-54db-11ea-b952-877e0acc5ada.html 
 
Altoona Mirror: Update on CWD planned 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2020/03/update-on-cwd-planned/ 
 
Central Penn Business Journal: No end in sight for industrial warehouse growth  
https://www.cpbj.com/welcome-ad/?retUrl=/no-end-sight-industrial-warehouse-growth/ 
 
WGAL: Major gas line project expected to cause delays in Lancaster 
https://www.wgal.com/article/local-lancaster-major-gas-line-project-expected-to-cause-
delays/31184689 
 
Post-Gazette: Another transit idea 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2020/03/01/Another-transit-
idea/stories/202003010114  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Report notes strong increase in Pittsburgh construction activity 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/03/02/report-notes-strong-increase-in.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Stand up, be counted: Census participation keeps federal dollars flowing 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2020/03/02/Census-participation-federal-
funding/stories/202002190053 
 
Post-Gazette: A Marshall Plan for Middle America 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2020/03/01/Marshall-Plan-Middle-America-
Appalachia-infrastructure-investment-leadership/stories/202002280083 
 
Lock Haven Express: Spring is around the corner, and so are ticks; consider rain gardens 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/garden/2020/02/spring-is-around-the-corner/ 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Man indicted by grand jury over toxic substances 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/local news/man-indicted-by-grand-jury-over-toxic-
substances/article fd205140-3e49-51ca-b1d0-da2f6c080035.html 


