
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If you need access to these clips, email me at djagiela@pa.gov.   
 
Air 
 
State Impact: In Philly, coronavirus shutdown means less traffic — and that means cleaner air 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2020/03/19/in-philly-coronavirus-shutdown-means-less-
traffic-and-that-means-cleaner-air/ 
 
WITF/StateImpact: In Philly, coronavirus shutdown means less traffic — and that means cleaner air 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2020/03/19/in-philly-coronavirus-shutdown-means-less-
traffic-and-that-means-cleaner-air/ 
 
KDKA: Real Estate Developer Sentenced To Jail For Illegal Asbestos Removal 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/03/19/vikas-jain-sentenced-asbestos-removal/  
 
Post-Gazette: Developer who illegally removed asbestos from former Westinghouse facility in Churchill 
sentenced 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/crime-courts/2020/03/18/Developer-Vikas-Jain-ilegally-removed-
asbestos-Westinghouse-facility-sentenced/stories/202003180117  
 
Climate Change 
 
Pennlive: Warmest winter in more than 70 years gives way to spring today 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2020/03/warmest-winter-in-more-than-70-years-gives-way-to-spring-
today.html 
 
Post-Gazette: A good start 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2020/03/19/A-good-start/stories/202003190051   
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Erie Times: PFBC makes changes to trout season, stocking 
https://www.goerie.com/sports/20200318/pfbc-makes-changes-to-trout-season-stocking 
 
Bradford Era: Corps to close select public facilities at recreational sites 
http://www.bradfordera.com/news/local/corps-to-close-select-public-facilities-at-recreational-
sites/article_c4617cc0-ea92-5dd5-8ac2-8e1ed10e0cca.html 
 
Bradford Era: Allegheny National Forest accepting mail-in permits 
http://www.bradfordera.com/news/local/allegheny-national-forest-accepting-mail-in-
permits/article_c5806fa0-dd48-5dd2-84d9-1ae4f54814f6.html 
 
Ridgway Record: Allegheny National Forest 2020 prescribed burn plan (pg 3) 
https://www.ridgwayrecord.com/sites/default/files/RR%203-19-20.pdf 
 
Ridgway Record: Allegheny National Forest accepting mail-in permits ( pg 3) 
https://www.ridgwayrecord.com/sites/default/files/RR%203-19-20.pdf 
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Lancaster Newspapers: National parks are open — with some changes — amid virus 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/national-parks-are-open-with-some-changes-amid-
virus/article_81023fd1-4344-5f8a-b100-7a9f2056cc17.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Lancaster County loses early trout season start due to COVID-19 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/lancaster-county-loses-early-trout-season-start-due-to-
covid/article_df6ce222-694f-11ea-a972-0bccb5db7dbc.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Army Corps announces closure of public facilities in Western Pennsylvania  
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/army-corps-announces-closure-of-public-facilities-in-western-
pennsylvania/  
 
Post-Gazette: Army Corps says it will close select public facilities at region’s recreational sites 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2020/03/18/Army-Corps-of-Engineers-Pittsburgh-District-
locations-campgrounds-coronavirus/stories/202003180177 
 
Lock Haven Express: SPARK to hold Earth Day Essay Contest 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/ 
 
Centre County Gazette: Centre Region Parks and Rec cancels spring programs 
http://www.statecollege.com/news/local-news/centre-region-parks-and-rec-cancels-spring-
programs,1482766/ 
 
Milton Standard Journal: Conservation District office closed to the public 
http://www.standard-journal.com/news/local/article_178d3a06-946c-55e5-bd49-79099c5889d4.html 
 
Milton Standard Journal: National Parks are open, with some changes, amid virus 
http://www.standard-journal.com/news/local/article_3cc3c5dd-13fa-5c8b-a522-8f93dc4813cc.html 
 
Energy 
 
Post-Gazette: Energy Harbor’s bluff didn’t fool lawmakers, ratepayers 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/2020/03/19/Energy-Harbor-s-bluff-didn-t-fool-lawmakers-
ratepayers/stories/202003170112 
 
KDKA: Duquesne Light Donating $500,000 To Emergency Action Fund 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/03/19/duquesne-light-emergency-action-fund/  
 
WTAE: Power restored after outage affecting more than 1,000 customers in South Park  
https://www.wtae.com/article/power-outage-affecting-more-than-1000-customers-in-south-
park/31773577  
 
Tribune-Review: Power restored after overnight outage in South Park 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/power-outage-in-south-park-affecting-nearly-6000-
properties/ 
 
Allegheny Front: Electricity Usage Down Across the Region 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/electricity-usage-down-across-the-region/ 
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Pittsburgh Business Times: Duquesne Light commits $500K to COVID-19 Emergency Action Fund 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/03/19/duquesne-light-commits-500k-to-covid-19-
emergency.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Duquesne Light waiving all late fees until May 1 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/duquesne-light-waiving-all-late-fees-until-may-1/ 
 
Mining 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Despite warnings to avoid groups of 10 people, Graffiti Highway filled with 
hundreds of people 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/despite-warnings-to-avoid-groups-of-people-graffiti-highway-
filled/article_b652d9c4-a218-5616-b207-53a3dce48a6c.html 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Pennsylvania should not bolster fracking and petrochemicals with latest bill | 
Opinion 
https://www.inquirer.com/opinion/commentary/pennsylvania-fracking-petrochemicals-house-bill-1100-
20200318.html 
 
Titusville Herald: Pennsylvania gas prices plunge (pg 2) 
https://www.titusvilleherald.com/eedition/page_6e1c4c76-46a7-5cbc-abe8-1d8577e9720c.html 
 
Pennlive: U.S. has first report of gas selling for 99 cents as economy tanks during coronavirus outbreak 
https://www.pennlive.com/coronavirus/2020/03/us-has-first-report-of-gas-selling-for-99-cents-as-
economy-tanks-during-coronavirus-outbreak.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Gas prices continue to drop across the state as social distancing becomes new 
norm 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/gas-prices-continue-to-drop-across-the-state-as-
social/article_6f8c0310-69d7-11ea-824a-d33f5349b6be.html 
 
CBS21: First gas station in U.S. drops to price to 99 cents per gallon 
https://local21news.com/news/nation-world/first-gas-station-in-us-drops-to-price-to-99-cents-per-
gallon 
 
Post-Gazette: Shell to temporarily suspend construction at ethane cracker plant after days of pressure 
amid COVID-19  
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2020/03/18/Shell-reset-construction-ethane-
cracker-plant-covid-19-contractors-unemployment-health-coronavirus/stories/202003180106 
 
Tribune-Review: Shell suspends work on multibillion-dollar cracker plant in Beaver County 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/beaver-county-officials-call-for-shutdown-of-shell-cracker-plant-to-
stop-coronavirus-spread/ 
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Allegheny Front: Shell Suspends Construction of Beaver County Cracker Plant to Address Coronavirus 
Concerns 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/shell-suspends-construction-of-beaver-county-cracker-plant-to-
address-coronavirus-concerns/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Shell temporarily suspending Beaver County construction amid COVID-19 
outbreak 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/03/18/shell-temporarily-suspending-beaver.html 
 
KDKA: Coronavirus In Beaver County: Shell To Temporarily Shut Down Construction At Cracker Plant 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/03/18/shell-shuts-down-construction-beaver-county-cracker-
plant/  
 
Beaver County Times: Shell temporarily suspends cracker plant construction 
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20200318/shell-temporarily-suspends-cracker-plant-construction 
 
WPXI: Shell Cracker plant in Beaver Co. will shut down due to coronavirus concerns 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/shell-cracker-plant-beaver-co-will-shut-down-due-
coronavirus-concerns/TMEFMVQC4ZETHJKYP7ON5R3M5Q/ 
 
Beaver County Times: Officials: Shell closing right move, but will have impact 
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20200318/officials-shell-closing-right-move-but-will-have-impact 
 
KDKA: Coronavirus In Beaver County: Officials Call For Shell Cracker Plant To Be Shut Down After 
Workers Raise Concerns 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/03/18/beaver-county-shell-cracker-plant-shut-down-coronavirus/  
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Beaver County officials want temporary shutdown of Shell construction 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2020/03/18/beaver-county-officials-want-temporary-
shutdown-of.html 
 
Beaver County Times: County officials call for temporary cracker plant suspension 
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20200318/county-officials-call-for-temporary-cracker-plant-
suspension  
 
Observer-Reporter: Letter to the editor | Anticipating drop in gasoline prices 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/editorials/readers_forum/letter-to-the-editor-anticipating-drop-in-
gasoline-prices/article_b24e35b2-6967-11ea-9efb-5bef7fe96079.html  
 
Environmental Health News: Financial fallout from coronavirus could devastate the fracking and plastics 
industries 
https://www.ehn.org/coronavirus-oil-and-gas-2645520057.html 
 
Chester County Daily Local: Dinniman Calls for Halt to Work on Mariner East During COVID-19 Closures 
https://dingo.telicon.com/PA/library/2020/2020031991.HTM 
 
Waste 
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Morning Call: Litter is NOT victimless crime 
https://www.mcall.com/opinion/mc-opi-illegal-dumping-fine-litter-muschick-20200319-
goqyolmc2fcdbh3vxhep6wsdb4-story.html 
 
Next Pittsburgh: RoadRunner Recycling is doubling in size and adding 140 people this year 
https://www.nextpittsburgh.com/city-design/roadrunner-recycling-is-doubling-in-size-and-adding-140-
people-this-year/  
 
Tribune-Review: Latrobe to reopen transfer station Monday 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/latrobe-to-reopen-transfer-station-monday/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: County to remove recycling drop-offs 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2020/03/county-to-remove-recycling-drop-offs/ 
 
Water 
 
KYW: How is Drinking Water Being Kept Safe During the Coronavirus Pandemic? 
https://kywnewsradio.radio.com/media/audio-channel/how-is-drinking-water-being-kept-safe-during-
the-coronavirus-pandemic 
 
Meadville Tribune: Rate at which Vernon Township purchases water from MAWA to increase 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/rate-at-which-vernon-township-purchases-water-from-
mawa-to/article_b479a7c8-696b-11ea-acd8-637c4f1101da.html 
 
Times Observer: No water shutoffs during pandemic 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2020/03/no-water-shutoffs-during-pandemic/ 
 
Citizens’ Voice: Flood Authority approves agreement with WVSA 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/flood-authority-approves-agreement-with-wvsa-1.2608599 
 
Reading Eagle: Reading Area Water Authority to turn on customers' water during coronavirus pandemic 
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/local/reading-area-water-authority-to-turn-on-customers-water-
during/article_2fedaffe-6952-11ea-abc3-03752eae6e79.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Westmoreland water, sewer authority meet remotely as part of pandemic protocol 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/westmoreland-water-sewer-authority-meet-remotely-as-part-
of-pandemic-protocol/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Public water suppliers say systems are safe 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/health/2020/03/18/water-systems-quality-coronavirus-
Pittsburgh-PWSA-Pennsylvania-American-COVID-19/stories/202003180108 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Commissioners award $800k contract for Gregg Township Sewage Force 
Main Construction Project 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2020/03/comms-ok-funding-for-projects-1-28m-for-
library-system/ 
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: Commissioners pass hazard mitigation plan 
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https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/commissioners-pass-hazard-mitigation-plan/ 
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: Authority gives update on broadband initiatives, replacement of washed-out 
bridges 
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/authority-gives-update-on-broadband-initiative/ 
 
Potter Leader-Enterprise; Lake dredging to take place in winter of 2021-2022 
http://www.tiogapublishing.com/potter_leader_enterprise/community/lake-dredging-to-take-place-in-
winter-of/article_176a9632-67e5-51bd-9e12-2a985e8f391a.html 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Pennlive: The National Environmental Policy Act needs to be updated to unlock American investment 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2020/03/the-national-environmental-policy-act-needs-to-be-
updated-to-unlock-american-investment-pennlive-letters.html 
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: Construction continues at new Wysox Sand and Gravel concrete plant 
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/construction-continues-at-new-concrete-plant/ 

https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/commissioners-pass-hazard-mitigation-plan/
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/commissioners-pass-hazard-mitigation-plan/
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/authority-gives-update-on-broadband-initiative/
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/authority-gives-update-on-broadband-initiative/
http://www.tiogapublishing.com/potter_leader_enterprise/community/lake-dredging-to-take-place-in-winter-of/article_176a9632-67e5-51bd-9e12-2a985e8f391a.html
http://www.tiogapublishing.com/potter_leader_enterprise/community/lake-dredging-to-take-place-in-winter-of/article_176a9632-67e5-51bd-9e12-2a985e8f391a.html
http://www.tiogapublishing.com/potter_leader_enterprise/community/lake-dredging-to-take-place-in-winter-of/article_176a9632-67e5-51bd-9e12-2a985e8f391a.html
http://www.tiogapublishing.com/potter_leader_enterprise/community/lake-dredging-to-take-place-in-winter-of/article_176a9632-67e5-51bd-9e12-2a985e8f391a.html
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2020/03/the-national-environmental-policy-act-needs-to-be-updated-to-unlock-american-investment-pennlive-letters.html
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2020/03/the-national-environmental-policy-act-needs-to-be-updated-to-unlock-american-investment-pennlive-letters.html
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2020/03/the-national-environmental-policy-act-needs-to-be-updated-to-unlock-american-investment-pennlive-letters.html
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2020/03/the-national-environmental-policy-act-needs-to-be-updated-to-unlock-american-investment-pennlive-letters.html
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/construction-continues-at-new-concrete-plant/
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/construction-continues-at-new-concrete-plant/

