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Top DEP Stories 
   
Butler Eagle: Governor Shapiro: Concord Township oil well marks 200th plugged in 14 month span 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20240312/governor-shapiro-concord-township-oil-well-marks-200th-
plugged-in-14-month-span/ 
 
Indiana Gazette: White Township company plugs 200th abandoned gas well of Shapiro's term 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/white-township-company-plugs-200th-abandoned-gas-well-of-
shapiros-term/article_75803846-7502-5f59-8c66-bd1183b0dc7e.html 
 
The Center Square: Pennsylvania plugs 200th orphan well 
https://www.thecentersquare.com/pennsylvania/article_81a9c434-e0a1-11ee-b514-
cf39d3085992.html 
 
 
Mentions   
 
Erie Times: Set to vote: Erie's port authority takes step forward with plan to condemn Erie Coke plant 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/local/2024/03/13/erie-pa-port-authority-to-vote-on-plan-to-
condemn-erie-coke-site-dep-county-redevelopment-authority/72930557007/ 
 
Standard Speaker: Residents in Black Creek Twp. can recycle again 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/news/residents-in-black-creek-twp-can-recycle-
again/article_3a12171c-d8fc-5790-9246-4fc04c632b07.html 
 
WPXI: Private well at site of deadly house explosion does not appear on state mapping system 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/private-well-site-deadly-house-explosion-does-not-appear-state-
mapping-system/NXNMWLM5CJDPDBVTIIOW7GVZPI/ 
 
Philly Voice: DEP ramps up efforts to plug leaking, abandoned methane wells 
https://www.phillyvoice.com/methane-wells-leaking-emissions-pa-dep-shapiro/ 
 
Towanda Daily Review: New Albany Borough fields resident concerns, discusses study for new sewer 
plant 
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/new-albany-borough-fields-resident-
concerns/article_6d113936-969b-55ac-9a67-9e5fb821d35a.html  
 
 
Crescent House Explosion 
 
Butler Eagle: 2 dead in house explosion near Pittsburgh 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20240312/explosion-destroys-house-in-pittsburgh-area-no-official-word-
on-any-deaths-injuries/ 
 
New Castle News: Man, woman found dead after explosion destroys house in Pittsburgh area; cause 
under investigation 
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https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/man-woman-found-dead-after-explosion-destroys-
house-in-pittsburgh-area-cause-under-investigation/article_4da3c561-cf46-56e0-a036-
ead005f926be.html 
 
KDKA: Crescent Township house explosion and fire leaves 2 dead and levels home; Pittsburgh-area 
responders rush to scene as smoke billows into sky 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/crews-respond-reported-explosion-crescent-township/ 
 
WTAE: WATCH: Destruction left behind from Crescent Township house explosion 
https://www.wtae.com/article/crescent-explosion-videos/60176578 
 
WTAE: Crescent Township house explosion: Witness describes the blast 
https://www.wtae.com/article/crescent-township-house-explosion-witness-interview/60176164 
 
WPXI: ‘Complete devastation’: Man, woman killed in Crescent Township house explosion 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/crews-respond-reported-explosion-crescent-
township/WPWUMVVZ5RCQ5N2NRIRRI54J2M/ 
 
Tribune-Review: 'Complete devastation': Crescent fire chief confirms 2 dead in house explosion 
https://triblive.com/local/complete-devastation-crescent-fire-chief-confirms-2-dead-in-house-
explosion/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Crescent house explosion marks 3rd in Western Pa. since summer 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/crescent-house-explosion-marks-3rd-in-western-pa-since-summer/ 
 
Post-Gazette: Massive Crescent Township house explosion that killed 2 made the neighborhood 'like a 
war zone' 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/west/2024/03/12/crescent-house-explosion-allegheny-
county/stories/202403120088 
 
Tribune-Review: Crescent police caution of bogus fundraising in light of house explosion 
https://triblive.com/local/crescent-police-caution-of-bogus-fundraising-in-light-of-house-explosion/ 
 
KDKA: Crescent Township Police warning of potential scams in wake of deadly explosion 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/crescent-township-police-warning-of-potential-scams-in-
wake-of-deadly-explosion/ 
 
KDKA: A recent history of house explosions in the Pittsburgh area 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/a-recent-history-of-house-explosions-in-the-pittsburgh-
area/ 
 
KDKA: Explosion levels Crescent Township home and leaves 2 people dead 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/pictures/photos-crescent-township-house-explosion-two-
people-dead/ 
 
WTAE: Man and woman killed in Crescent Township house explosion 
https://www.wtae.com/article/crescent-township-explosion/60174791 
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NBC: Man and woman found dead at scene of 'severe' house explosion in Pennsylvania 
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/man-woman-found-dead-scene-severe-house-explosion-
pennsylvania-rcna143012 
 
WTAE: Crescent Township police warn of unauthorized fundraising efforts following deadly house 
explosion 
https://www.wtae.com/article/crescent-township-police-warn-of-unauthorized-fundraising-efforts-
following-deadly-house-explosion/60183707 
 
WTAE: Firefighters return to the scene of Crescent Township explosion after fire rekindles 
https://www.wtae.com/article/firefighters-return-to-the-scene-of-crescent-township-explosion-after-
fire-rekindles/60184109 
 
WTAE: What we know about the deadly Crescent Township home explosion 
https://www.wtae.com/article/rossen-reports-thrifting/60179954 
 
WPXI: Crescent Township house explosion: What we’ve learned about the victims 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/crescent-township-house-explosion-what-weve-learned-about-
victims/AQE2YRNLQVFCZBMY6VBTSS7UBI/ 
 
WPXI: Crescent Township house explosion: Local business owner felt blast, drove toward the area to 
help 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/crescent-township-house-explosion-local-business-owner-felt-blast-
drove-toward-area-help/2ZWPP56I2ZCPRL5XUIPENPA4AA/  
 
WJAC: 2 killed in Pittsburgh-area house explosion, report says 
https://wjactv.com/news/nation-world/2-killed-in-pittsburgh-area-house-explosion-report-says-
pennsylvania-fire-flames-smoke-plumes-crescent-township-death-died# 
 
Beaver County Radio: 2 dead following house explosion in Crescent Township 
https://beavercountyradio.com/news/2-dead-following-house-explosion-in-crescent-township/ 
 
Beaver County Radio: Explosion reported in Crescent Township 
https://beavercountyradio.com/news/explosion-reported-in-crescent-township/ 
 
KDKA Radio: Crews on the scene after reports of a home explosion in Crescent Township 
https://www.audacy.com/kdkaradio/news/local/reports-of-an-explosion-in-crescent-township 
 
 
Train Derailment 
 
New Castle News: Editorial by Toledo Blade: Unnecessary burn 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/opinion/editorials/editorial-by-toledo-blade-unnecessary-
burn/article_412a389e-e097-11ee-bd8b-6bdb797a7809.html 
 
 
Climate Change 
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Philadelphia Inquirer: Atlantic City is one of the East Coast’s disappearing cities, but rising sea levels 
aren’t the only factor 
https://www.inquirer.com/science/climate/atlantic-city-sea-level-rise-20240313.html 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: All “big polluters” should pay (LTE) 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/031324/page/15/story/all-big-polluters-should-pay  
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Butler Eagle: Moraine activates ‘osprey cam’ livestream for 2024 season 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20240313/moraine-activates-osprey-cam-livestream-for-2024-season/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Regional riverfront plans in Tarentum, Cheswick move forward 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/regional-riverfront-plans-in-tarentum-cheswick-move-
forward/ 
 
Around Ambler: Temple University’s Landscape and Horticulture programs win several awards at 
Philadelphia Flower Show 
https://aroundambler.com/temple-universitys-landscape-and-horticulture-programs-win-several-
awards-at-philadelphia-flower-show/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Program on nymphing to b featured at TU chapter meeting 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/outdoors/2024/03/program-on-nymphing-to-be-features-at-tu-
chapter-meeting/  
 
Renovo Record: High school students from two counties join forces for Envirothon study day 
https://therecord-online.com/site/archives/107875 
 
Lock Haven Express: A novel way to protect our birds 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/outdoors/2024/03/a-novel-way-to-protect-our-birds/  
 
 
Energy 
 
New Castle News: Union Township OKs ordinance governing solar 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/union-township-oks-ordinance-governing-
solar/article_a80bc386-e09a-11ee-bb4f-b765a1271180.html 
 
Bloomberg: Energy Industry’s Methane Emissions Near Record Despite Pledges 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-03-13/energy-methane-emissions-hold-near-record-
high-despite-pledges?embedded-checkout=true 
 
WESA: Cheers and jeers: Environmentalists clash with Gov. Shapiro at hydrogen energy meeting in Philly 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2024-03-13/environmentalists-shapiro-hydrogen-hub 
 
Reuters: US power use to reach record highs in 2024 and 2025 -EIA 
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https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/us-power-use-reach-record-highs-2024-2025-eia-2024-03-
12/ 
 
WHYY: Cheers and jeers: Environmentalists clash with Gov. Shapiro at hydrogen energy meeting in 
Northeast Philly 
https://whyy.org/articles/hydrogen-hub-environmentalists-clash-shapiro/ 
 
DV Journal: PATNODE: Beyond Biden’s War on Cars: Analyzing New Jersey’s Electric Vehicles Mandate 
https://delawarevalleyjournal.com/patnode-beyond-bidens-war-on-cars-analyzing-new-jerseys-electric-
vehicles-mandate/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: PA power companies antsy for EV build-out rules 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2024/03/pennsylvania-power-companies-antsy-for-ev-
build-out-rules/  
 
Renovo Record: Power companies antsy for EV build-out rules 
https://therecord-online.com/site/archives/107893  
 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Observer-Reporter: Natural gas a winner for Pennsylvania and the whole country 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/opinion/op-eds/2024/mar/13/natural-gas-is-a-winner-for-
pennsylvania-and-the-whole-country/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: CNX Resources is latest local driller to cut back on natural gas production 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/03/12/cnx-resources-cuts-back-on-
production.html 
 
Reuters: US natgas output to decline in 2024 while demand rises to record high, EIA says 
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/us-natgas-output-decline-2024-while-demand-rises-record-
high-eia-says-2024-03-12/ 
 
 
Waste 
 
Philly Burbs: 'Sticker shock' for Bucks County towns bidding trash contracts since pandemic. Here's why 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/local/2024/03/13/trash-collection-rates-up-bucks-county-pa-
could-impact-service-mascaro-waste-management 
 
 
Water 
 
Butler Eagle: Sewer authority prepares for Hansen Ave. project 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20240313/sewer-authority-prepares-for-hansen-ave-project/ 
 
Indiana Gazette: Conservation advisories end for Beaver Run water customers 
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https://www.indianagazette.com/news/conservation-advisories-end-for-beaver-run-water-
customers/article_94b830de-34e9-51fc-a3e2-4f11a8faaa33.html 
 
The Mercury: Pottstown issues boil water notice for the east end 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2024/03/12/pottstown-issues-boil-water-notice-for-the-east-end/ 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Riverside to clarify stance on sewer system connection 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/031324/page/1/story/riverside-to-clarify-stance-on-
sewer-system-connection  
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Post-Gazette: Kevin Quisenberry, Michelle Naccarati-Chapkis and Steve Hvozdovich: How the Health 
Department can make Allegheny County homes safer 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/guest-columns/2024/03/13/allegheny-county-board-health-
article-vi-standards/stories/202403130031 
 
KWY News: 2 years after pledging $20 million from infrastructure bill for MLK Drive Bridge, Buttigieg 
tours site to check on progress 
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/local/pete-buttigieg-philadelphia-infrastructure-
progress-check-mlk-drive-bridge 
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