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Top DEP Stories 
 
Morning Call: Study estimates 500 million pieces of litter on Pennsylvania roads. Here are the worst 
offenders. 
https://www.mcall.com/news/pennsylvania/mc-nws-pa-litter-study-20191118-
jifxelq7fbbt7plts3eea6eslq-story.html 
 
Pennlive: 96 million-plus cigarette butts along Pennsylvania roadways 
https://www.pennlive.com/life/2019/11/96-million-plus-cigarette-butts-along-pennsylvania-
roadways.html 
 
Mentions 
 
Beaver County Times: Beaver County Conservation District drops permitting responsibility 
https://www.timesonline.com/news/20191119/beaver-county-conservation-district-drops-permitting-
responsibility 
 
Tribune-Review: Pittsburgh receives grant for purchase of blue recycling bins 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/pittsburgh-receives-grant-for-purchase-of-blue-
recycling-bins/ 
 
Doylestown Intelligencer: Cross Keys PFAS source still unknown 
https://www.theintell.com/news/20191118/cross-keys-pfas-source-still-unknown 
 
Shamokin News Item: Poor condition of many state dams should worry every Pennsylvania 
https://www.newsitem.com/opinion/editorials/poor-condition-of-many-state-dams-should-worry-
every-pennsylvania/article 58c0a4e0-5648-5980-a2cf-77a240c6baa8.html 
 
Bradford Era: Pennsylvania American Water plans to acquire Kane’s wastewater assets 
http://www.bradfordera.com/bradford/pennsylvania-american-water-plans-to-acquire-kane-s-
wastewater-assets/article ff8652c3-7d52-5b5d-ab45-b01080180914.html 
 
Air 
 
WPXI: Hemp-drying facility in Jeannette back open on temporary basis 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/hemp-drying-facility-in-jeannette-back-open-on-temporary-
basis/1010148895  
 
Tribune-Review: Jeannette hemp plant reopens, but employee pay issue remains 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/jeannette-hemp-plant-reopens-but-employee-pay-issue-
remains/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Free air quality education kits available to Allegheny County middle schools 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/free-air-quality-education-kits-available-to-allegheny-
county-middle-schools-2/ 
 



Times News: Resident voice concerns about Heisler’s Egg Farm at township meeting  
https://www.tnonline.com/resident-voice-concerns-about-heisler%E2%80%99s-egg-farm-township-
meeting 
 
Climate Change 
 
Tribune-Review: Letter to the editor: Trust NASA on global warming 
https://triblive.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-trust-nasa-on-global-warming/ 
 
Philadelphia Magazine: DePasquale: Climate Change Costs Pa. Hundreds of Millions of Dollars a Year 
https://www.phillymag.com/news/2019/11/15/climate-change-costs-pa/ 
 
My ChesCO: Auditor General DePasquale: State’s Unfocused Efforts on Climate Change Crisis Risk Lives, 
Drive Costs to Taxpayers, Economy 
https://mychesco.com/a/news/pennsylvania/auditor-general-depasquale-states-unfocused-efforts-on-
climate-change-crisis-risk-lives-drive-costs-to-taxpayers-economy/ 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Shade tree commission bends; group gives owners right to refuse planting 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/111919/page/1/story/shade-tree-commission-bends 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Countdown to Thanksgiving: Thankful for our waterways, our river, our great 
outdoors (Editorial) 
https://www.sungazette.com/opinion/editorials/2019/11/our-waterways-our-river-our-great-outdoors/ 
 
LebTown: Volunteers plant 1,250 trees for Lebanon Valley Conservancy to benefit Chesapeake Bay 
https://lebtown.com/2019/11/18/volunteers-plant-1250-trees-for-lebanon-valley-conservancy-to-
benefit-chesapeake-bay/ 
 
Pennlive: New plan brewing for Pennsylvania’s state parks, including treehouses and food trucks 
https://www.pennlive.com/life/2019/11/new-plan-brewing-for-pennsylvanias-state-parks-including-
treehouses-and-food-trucks.html 
 
Energy 
 
Tribune-Review: Members sought for Westmoreland solar co-op 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/members-sought-for-westmoreland-solar-co-op/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: When it comes to fossil fuels, Pa. is taking big steps — in the wrong direction | 
Editorial 
https://www.inquirer.com/opinion/editorials/mariner-east-pipeline-philadelphia-refinery-
petrochemical-pennsylvania-governor-tom-wolf-climate-change-20191118.html 
 
Environmental Cleanup & Brownfields 
 
Post-Gazette/AP: Report: 60% of U.S. Superfund sites imperiled by climate change 



https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2019/11/18/AP-Exclusive-Climate-change-peril-
Superfund-sites-US-environment/stories/201911180083 
 
Mining 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Cumberland Mine partially idled due to geology 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2019/11/18/cumberland-mine-partially-idled-due-to-
geology.html 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Chester County Daily Local: Some lawmakers had concerns about pipeline safety long before FBI probe 
https://www.dailylocal.com/news/local/some-lawmakers-had-concerns-about-pipeline-safety-long-
before-fbi/article b0f14494-0890-11ea-8a2d-1fe72c1e14f6.html 
 
My ChesCO: FBI Investigation into Pipeline Permits Echoes Dinniman’s Repeated and Long-Standing 
Concerns 
https://mychesco.com/a/news/fbi-investigation-into-pipeline-permits-echoes-dinnimans-repeated-and-
long-standing-concerns/ 
 
WITF: What the latest science says about oil, gas and human health 
https://www.witf.org/2019/11/18/what-the-latest-science-says-about-oil-gas-and-human-health/ 
 
AP News: Pennsylvania families demand investigation into rare cancers 
https://apnews.com/c11dec58c14847b9bcdae7c111ca4342 
 
FOX43: GasBuddy predicts fuel prices will be at their highest since 2014 over Thanksgiving 
https://fox43.com/2019/11/19/gasbuddy-predicts-fuel-prices-will-be-at-their-highest-since-2014-over-
thanksgiving/ 
 
Vector Management 
 
Bradford Era: Extension experts: Risk of spotted lanternfly on Christmas trees is minimal 
www.bradfordera.com/bradford/extension-experts-risk-of-spotted-lanternfly-on-christmas-trees-
is/article 6e28e2ab-5f99-59e6-87ac-e782c90d8947.html 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Invasive species could affect lake 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/invasive-species-could-affect-
lake/article 14243682-8326-59f0-b3c8-1cf1cbc2a640.html 
 
Waste 
 
Citizens’ Voice: Wilkes-Barre City Council cancels executive session on proposed sewer system sale 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/wilkes-barre-city-council-cancels-executive-session-on-proposed-
sewer-system-sale-1.2561050 
 
Scranton Times: Make system for e-cycling 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/opinion/make-system-for-e-cycling-1.2561009 



 
Water 
 
Tribune-Review: Alcosan’s sewage bill assistance program slow to gain traction, raising questions 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/alcosans-sewage-bill-assistance-program-slow-to-gain-
traction-raising-questions/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Oakmont Commons residents want FEMA and the borough to buy their homes 
https://triblive.com/local/plum/oakmont-commons-residents-want-fema-and-the-borough-to-buy-
their-homes/ 
 
Bradford Era: Round 12 project application request announced for Sinnemahoning Watershed Grant 
Program 2020 
http://www.bradfordera.com/bradford/round-project-application-request-announced-for-
sinnemahoning-watershed-grant-program/article 867a2bba-6b9b-53c9-9f81-c4b701c921e3.html 
 
WHYY: Unknown number of Philly schools should stop drinking from tap and bring in ‘safe water,’ 
physician tells parents 
https://whyy.org/articles/unknown-number-of-philly-schools-should-stop-drinking-from-tap-and-bring-
in-safe-water-physician-tells-parents/ 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Post-Gazette: Childhood cancer concerns prompt meeting with Gov. Wolf 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2019/11/18/Ewing-sarcoma-Sensky-Tom-Wolf-
Social-Responsibility-shale-gas-Canon-McMillan/stories/201911180128 
 
Delaware County Daily Times: Editorial: The stink from pipeline leak lingers in Delco 
https://www.delcotimes.com/opinion/editorial-the-stink-from-pipeline-leak-lingers-in-
delco/article 17f5cf52-0a0d-11ea-9dc0-cb9ec4a8d089.html 
 
Delaware County Daily Times: Marple plans meeting for former Don Guanella site 
https://www.delcotimes.com/news/marple-plans-meeting-for-former-don-guanella-
site/article bb3c0d4c-0a4f-11ea-9771-bfda886f2e55.html 
 
Erie Times: New wall, fishing pier coming to Erie’s bayfront 
https://www.goerie.com/news/20191119/new-wall-fishing-pier-coming-to-eries-bayfront 
 
WGAL8: Deer-vehicle collisions on rise; PennDOT warns drivers to be on alert 
https://www.wgal.com/article/deer-vehicle-collisions-on-rise-penndot-warns-drivers-to-be-on-
alert/29836529 


