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Top DEP Stories 
   
WHYY: Pa.’s new environmental justice policy doesn’t solve the problem, advocates say 
https://whyy.org/articles/pa-dep-environmental-justice-policy-critics/ 
 
 
Mentions   
 
Republican Herald: DEP finds compliance at NSP site near Tremont, other than odor control system 
https://www.republicanherald.com/news/dep-finds-compliance-at-nsp-site-near-tremont-other-than-
odor-control-system/article_e6b96032-f4da-585f-afa9-
a4b6aea91e39.html?fbclid=IwAR1oPT3Hett7C2ep7FHMu5GorczgHEmDJ0czScPgvuABoEJyXPD8-Hz-vgc 
 
WESA: Research by public health experts shows ‘damning’ evidence on the harms of fracking 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2023-10-28/fracking-negative-health-effects-research 
 
Observer-Reporter: East Dunkard Water Authority’s treatment plant ‘back online’ after shutdown 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/east-dunkard-water-authority-s-treatment-plant-back-
online-after-shutdown/article_42872380-74fb-11ee-98c6-8328d0a9902c.html 
 
WPXI: Abandoned mine subsidence damages VFW, local homes 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/abandoned-mine-subsidence-damages-vfw-local-
homes/HERTMXIJ4BDBPDSZQJ3EJOBVXE/ 
 
WESA: Pennsylvania's new environmental justice policy includes more communities impacted by 
pollution 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2023-10-29/pennsylvania-new-environmental-justice-
policy-dep 
 
KDKA: Pennsylvania DEP investigating oil on Monongahela River near McKeesport 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/oil-monongahela-river-mckeesport/ 
 
 
East Palestine Derailment 
 
Pittsburgh Union Progress: Notes from Times Beach to East Palestine: ‘Don’t give up’ and ‘Do it as a 
community’  
https://www.unionprogress.com/2023/10/29/notes-from-times-beach-to-east-palestine-dont-give-up-
and-do-it-as-a-community/  
 
KDKA: Soil removal from Ohio train derailment site is nearly done, but cleanup isn't over 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/soil-removal-from-ohio-train-derailment-site-is-nearly-
done-but-cleanup-isnt-over/ 
 
Bradford Era: Coalition urging feds to improve rail hazmat communications 
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https://www.bradfordera.com/news/coalition-urging-feds-to-improve-rail-hazmat-
communications/article_03c24288-7505-11ee-8316-1b27c1b0d6cc.html 
 
 
Air 
 
Tribune-Review: Film screening next in 75th anniversary observance of deadly Donora smog disaster 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/film-screening-next-in-75th-anniversary-observance-of-deadly-
donora-smog-disaster/ 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Times Observer: After-school program gives students something extra ‘special’ 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2023/10/after-school-program-gives-students-
something-extra-special/ 
 
Allegheny Front: PENNSYLVANIA PROGRAM HELPS RESIDENTS, BUSINESSES CONVERT LAWNS TO 
MEADOWS 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-lawn-conversion-native-plants-meadows/ 
 
PA Environment Digest Blog: Lebanon County Conservation District Hosts Successful Swatara Creek 
Water Quality Field Day 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2023/10/lebanon-county-conservation-district.html 
 
Lancaster Farming: Perdue Partners With Alliance for Chesapeake Bay on Conservation Grant 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/conservation/perdue-partners-with-alliance-for-
chesapeake-bay-on-conservation-grant/article_0413a26e-735b-11ee-8861-3be99cd05727.html 
 
LancasterOnline: With target on its back, Lancaster County leads state in stream-restoration projects 
https://lancasteronline.com/sports/outdoors/with-target-on-its-back-lancaster-county-leads-state-in-
stream-restoration-projects/article_1d875e76-74d1-11ee-994e-bf884e49e0dd.html 
 
Renovo Record: Buying the farm: Pa. lawmakers concerned about foreign ownership of agricultural land 
https://therecord-online.com/site/archives/101075     
 
NorthcentralPA.com: New funding for Montour Preserve boosts recreation opportunities 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/life/new-funding-for-montour-preserve-boosts-recreation-
opportunities/article_0cf79bce-72d9-11ee-9d49-4bcd352d4b47.html  
 
 
Energy 
 
Standard Speaker:  Schuylkill County solar surge, eight projects proposed on coal lands, farm fields 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/news/schuylkill-countys-solar-surge-8-projects-proposed-on-coal-
lands-farm-fields/article_88b0978d-e6b4-55ee-aa89-9d55d714948e.html 
 
The Derrick: Energy expert sees similarities between Drake's era and today 
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https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/energy-expert-sees-similarities-between-drakes-era-
and-today/article_6667a1c8-6de7-11ee-ac4e-d73f89962026.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Western Pennsylvania Energy Consortium to use clean energy from Ohio wind farm 
https://triblive.com/local/western-pennsylvania-energy-consortium-to-use-clean-energy-from-ohio-
wind-farm/ 
 
Reading Eagle: Engineer questioned on health effects of proposed solar farm in northern Berks 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2023/10/27/engineer-questioned-on-health-effects-of-proposed-solar-
farm-in-northern-berks/ 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Biden backdoor mandate causing trouble for EV investment 
https://www.newsitem.com/opinion/editorials/biden-back-door-mandate-causing-trouble-for-ev-
investment/article_aabfd4b1-55af-5f76-851f-65c6adc63d63.html  
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Solar farm decision still dim 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/103023/page/1/story/solar-farm-decision-still-dim  
 
 
Mining 
 
Inside Climate News: Who Were the Worst of the Worst Climate Polluters in 2022?  
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/29102023/who-were-the-worst-of-the-worst-climate-polluters-in-
2022/  
 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Allegheny Front: A NEW REPORT COMPILES YEARS OF DATA ABOUT THE HEALTH RISKS ASSOCIATED 
WITH FRACKING 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/compendium-fracking-natural-gas-health-cancer/ 
 
 
Vector Management 
 
6abc: South Philadelphia elementary school relocates students to new buildings due to asbestos 
https://6abc.com/southwark-school-students-philadelphia-education-relocation/13989834/ 
 
CBS News Philadelphia: Asbestos concerns shift Southwark School in Philadelphia to virtual learning 
https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/news/asbestos-concerns-southwark-school-philadelphia-
virtual-learning/ 
 
 
Water 
 
CBS News Philadelphia: Montgomery Co. looks to protect families, drinking water during Drug Take Back 
Day 
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https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/news/drug-take-back-day-looks-to-protect-families-and-
drinking-water/ 
 
Erie Times: North East Township receives ARP funds to support sewer extension project 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/local/2023/10/30/erie-county-awards-arp-funds-to-north-east-
township-for-sewer-extension-project-route-89-below-i-90/71348334007/ 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: DTMA planning fiscal reporting changes 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/dtma-planning-fiscal-reporting-
changes/article_24db8d88-806d-5bd6-9e54-00b6910fe7b7.html 
 
Observer-Reporter: Army Corps of Engineers to start fish reef construction on the Mon 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/army-corps-of-engineers-to-start-fish-reef-construction-on-the-
mon/article_e299943a-741e-11ee-8f00-ef53c9e666ae.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Mon River Locks project nears completion 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/10/27/mon-river-locks-project-end-coming.html  
 
Post-Gazette: Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority awards $46 million in contracts for Highland Park 
Reservoir pump station 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2023/10/27/pittsburgh-water-and-sewer-authority-awards-
contract-highland-park-reservoir-pump-station/stories/202310270103 
 
York Dispatch: Mandatory water conservation measures lifted for these two York County townships 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/restricted/?return=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.yorkdispatch.com%2Fstory%
2Fnews%2Flocal%2F2023%2F10%2F28%2Fconservation-measures-lifted-for-pa-american-water-
customers%2F71360100007%2F 
 
PennLive: Cumberland County mandatory water conservation order lifted 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2023/10/cumberland-county-mandatory-water-conservation-order-
lifted.html 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Firefighter request to cut sewer bill denied 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/102723/page/1/story/firefighter-request-to-cut-sewer-
bill-denied   
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
WHYY: There are hundreds of bats in FDR Park, living in a complex society that’s vital to park health 
https://billypenn.com/2023/10/28/bat-walk-philadelphia-fdr-park-michael-atkins/ 
 
Grid Magazine: A new pathogen threatens to wipe out yet another native tree 
https://gridphilly.com/blog-home/2023/10/30/a-new-pathogen-threatens-to-wipe-out-yet-another-
native-tree/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: These are the infrastructure construction projects that are currently in the 
works in the region 
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 https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/10/27/infrastructure-construction-projects-in-
works.html  
  
Pittsburgh Business Times: U.S. Steel CEO notes 'serious interest from many highly credible bidders' 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2023/10/27/united-states-steel-strategic-review.html  
 
Beaver County Times: Community Matters: Active undermining of progress contributes to county’s 
faltering 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/opinion/columns/2023/10/29/community-matters-active-
undermining-of-progress-contributes-to-countys-faltering/71314482007/  
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Mechanicsburg conducts table-talk training for train derailment, hazmat incident 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/mechanicsburg-train-derailment-hazardous-materials-training-
exercise/article_46e3106e-72b3-11ee-a66b-634d1ee37472.html 
 
York Daily Record: York County Trail Towns will get $100,000 for public art and revitalization 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2023/10/28/york-county-pa-trail-towns-to-get-100k-for-public-
art/71359731007/ 
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