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-+ Dear Department of Environmental P;'otecfion,
* Thank you for taking the time to hear my comments.

As a resident of Susquehanna Coun'ty, I.oppose the building and operation of the Atlantic Sunrise’ . -
pipeline. E . C < Do L <

The natural gas that will supply this pipeline starts its journey beneath my feet in' Susquehanna
County. The demand for gas that it creates will increase the number of hydraulically fractured -
- wells, compressors, dehydrators and pipelines in my rural community that is unprotected by -

zoning. Several recent public heath studies show correlations between natural gas extraction in

' DEPNERODIRECTORS OFFIOE -

B Pennsylvania and significant health impacts to residents. In other words — and I can’t emphasize o

this enough — natural gas extraction is already harming the health of my neighbors, family, and
friends. Allow me to site a few studies: ' : . ,

A published, peer-reviewed paper by the University of Pittsburg and Columbia University:
compared public health records for Wayne County, where there is no fracking, to my cointy
* (Susquehanna) and to Bradford County. They found that there were significantly more N
hospitalizations per capita in both my county and Bradford County when compared to Wayne .
Cournity, since 2007 when fracking began in this region. The paper’s authors attributed the. new

~ * hospitalizations to natural gas extraction, particularly cardiac issues from the increase in airborne

~ particulate matter from diesel engines. This issue is extremely pertinent to my 67-year-old father
. and [, who have watched thousands of diesel trucks pass our home to access gas wells on our
neighbor’s land. S S R : : '

If that doesn't chill everyone in this room to the bone, perhaps this will. A second study funded by
the Pittsburg. Foundation and published in the Journal of Environmental Protection shows that
since fracking began, the number of infant deaths in the first 28 days of life rose 29% in 10
heavily-fracked Pennsylvania (that includes this county, by the way). During the same time, .

~infant deaths in the rest of the state-dropped 2%.. »

A third study t_ﬁat took place in southwestern Pennsylvania agreed — it lvinke'dllow birth wei ghts . -

and babies that are small for their gestatioq%lg,go their mother’s proximity to natural gas wells. .

- And I'm not even including the data oryCompressbr stations, which will be scattered along the
length of this pipeline where they willlemit volatile organic compounds (VOCs) into the air. iRy
- These VOCs have been linked to eye and respiratory tract irritation, headaches, dizziness, visual =~ .
disorders, fatigue, loss of coordination, allergic skin reaction, nausea, memory impairment, loss

-of coordination, liver, kidney and central nervous system damage, and cancer. _ &

" I want to emphasize that two of the thrée studies I just cited used public health data frommy “~: * - -
- county since fracking began there. I’m not speculating about the future. The emissions from :
- fracking are hurting the cardiovascular systems. of my family, my neighbors and my friends right =
~ now, even as make this testimony. The babies born to some of my friends and neighbors this year .
will weigh less and be more prone to cancer and other illnesses thanks to the fracked gas '
extraction in my county. i ~of ' i festrthe

' ratherstieTracked g 1l. And that is why I cannot support the outbuilding of any
infrastructure that will support this i

. T'would like to close by reminding the DEP that one of the rights of a Pennsylvania ci

specifically detailed in Article 1, Paragraph.27 of the Commonwealth’s Constitution, is the right h‘S
“to clean air, pure water, and to the preservation of the natural, scenic, historic and aesthetic '
values of the environment.” My township and my county have been unable or unwilling to - FY)'\O&
- guarantee me this right - perhaps the state will. ' - . \[
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.Since‘rely, | _ | ' | » ) ;LC)AW B .
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Kelly Finan ~ °
4450 State Route 2002
i Hop’Bottom PA 18824
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