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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now that I’ve presented on the proposed PAG-01 General Permit, I will go over proposed updates for the reissuance of the PAG-02 General NPDES Permit for Stormwater Discharges Associated with Construction Activities, which expires on December 7, 2019.  PAG-02 will be an option for projects that are ineligible for PAG-01, but are otherwise eligible for PAG-02.



• Expiration of coverage

• Permittee assurance of personnel training

• Prohibition of certain discharges

• E&S and PCSM Plan templates

Major Changes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a summary of the major changes we are proposing to PAG-02.  We will go through each of these in detail.



• 2017 PAG-02:
• Coverage granted for five (5) years
• Had to renew coverage end of that five (5) years

• 2019 PAG-02:
• Coverage will be granted until December 7, 2024
• Must submit NOI to renew coverage if NOI for 

new coverage was submitted prior to December 7, 
2023 

Expiration of Coverage
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With the current version of PAG-02 when someone is given authorization of coverage, they are given a full five (5) years.  And then at the end of those five years, the permittee would have to renew their coverage under the general permit.Unfortunately, EPA did not like how we were handling these authorizations because the expiration of coverage typically exceeded the life of the master general permit itself.The result is that DEP will have to change how we are granting coverage under the PAG-02.With the update to the PAG-02, anyone who has coverage under the PAG-02 will receive a form letter which alerts them to the change in terms and conditions, and advises them to apply of an individual permit if they no longer qualify for coverage. The coverage under the 2019 PAG-02 will now be authorized until December 7, 2024, which is the expiration date of the master general permit.  Everyone will have the same expiration date.If someone submits a Notice of Intent or NOI within one year of the master general permit expiration date, that NOI may serve as the NOI to renew coverage under the reissued PAG-02 General Permit.  If someone submits an NOI more than one year from the master general permit expiration date, that person will need to submit an NOI to renew coverage under the next PAG-02 General Permit.  DEP anticipates that an electronic system will be available to provide for a simple renewal process.  However, if the terms and conditions of the reissued PAG-02 General Permit change and the person is no longer eligible, the person will need to apply for an individual permit within 90 days in accordance with the Department’s regulations.



• 2017 PAG-02:
• No specific training requirements identified in 

permit

• 2019 PAG-02:
• Permittee is responsible for ensuring that all 

personnel conducting work on the project site 
relating to earth disturbance are aware of, 
understand, and have adequate qualifications and 
training to carry out earth disturbance activities

Required Training
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DEP proposes to include a new requirement concerning training to the 2019 PAG-02.  The permittee must ensure that personnel conducting earth disturbance activities on a site, such as those involved with the installation, maintenance and repair of E&S and PCSM BMPs and those involved with conducting site inspections and performing corrective action, are aware of, understand, and have adequate qualifications and training to carry out their activities.While there are no specific certifications at this time to measure the qualifications of these personnel, and this requirement will be open to a degree of interpretation, DEP’s goal for the long-term is to develop training materials for permittees and operators to use to satisfy this proposed requirement.  For example, DEP’s Clean Water Academy could be an eventual training resource to validate one’s qualifications for earth disturbance activities under NPDES permits.



• 2017 PAG-02 – Impaired Waters:
• No net change in volume, rate or water quality for 

impaired waters unless analysis demonstrates 
discharges will not cause or contribute to 
impairment

• 2019 PAG-02 – Impaired Waters:
• Non-discharge alternatives or ABACT BMPs must 

be implemented to waters impaired for siltation, 
suspended solids or nutrients

Prohibition of Certain Discharges
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DEP is proposing to modify current prohibitions on stormwater discharges to impaired waters, with and without TMDLs.First, for impaired waters without TMDLs, the 2017 PAG-02 specifies that there may be no discharges unless an analysis demonstrates that the discharges will not cause or contribute to the impairment.DEP proposes to clarify in the 2019 PAG-02 that where waters are impaired for siltation, suspended solids or nutrients, the permittee must implement non-discharge alternatives such as riparian forest buffers or implement other Antidegradation best available combination of technologies or ABACT BMPs.  There are numerous ABACT BMPs specified in DEP’s Erosion and Sediment Pollution Control Program Manual and in the Pennsylvania Stormwater Best Management Practices Manual that may be used, along with approved alternative BMPs that will achieve ABACT criteria.



• 2017 PAG-02 – TMDL Waters:
• E&S and PCSM Plans must include implementation 

measures consistent with TMDL

• 2019 PAG-02 – TMDL Waters:
• Non-discharge alternatives or ABACT BMPs must 

be implemented to waters impaired for siltation, 
suspended solids or nutrients, and WLAs must be 
met if applicable

- Currently there are no WLAs attributed to stormwater 
for construction activities

Prohibition of Certain Discharges
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Second, for discharges to impaired waters that have EPA-approved TMDLs, the 2017 PAG-02 prohibits discharges unless the E&S and PCSM Plans include implementation measures that are consistent with the assumptions and requirements of the TMDLs.DEP is proposing to modify this prohibition by specifying that non-discharge alternatives or ABACT BMPs must be implemented for discharges to TMDL waters impaired for siltation, suspended solids or nutrients.  In addition, in the event that a TMDL identifies a wasteload allocation or WLA for a specific discharge, the applicant must demonstrate how it will achieve the WLA as part of the NOI process.



• 2017 PAG-02:
• No templates but detailed checklists

• 2019 PAG-02:
• E&S and PCSM Modules that will serve as the 

narrative components of E&S and PCSM Plans 
(detailed checklists eliminated)

E&S and PCSM Plan Templates
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Finally, DEP is seeking to improve the consistency of E&S and PCSM Plan reviews for the 2019 PAG-02 as well as standardize the narrative components of E&S and PCSM Plans for the regulated community through the publication of templates.  DEP is proposing a Module 1 for E&S Plans and a Module 2 for PCSM Plans.  This will, we believe, improve efficiency for plan reviews.  The detailed checklists under the 2017 PAG-02 would be eliminated.



• Specification of storm event total (0.25 inch) 
constituting a “measurable storm event” 
triggering inspections

• Non-Compliance Reporting within 4 hours for 
spills and other incidents

• Use of new forms to notify municipalities and 
counties of construction activities to satisfy 
Act 14

Other Changes
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There are a number of additional insignificant changes DEP is seeking for the 2019 PAG-02 General Permit.  Among the proposed changes, DEP is planning to clarify that a measurable storm event is one which produces at least 0.25 inch of precipitation, which would trigger a visual site inspection.The 2017 PAG-02 General Permit requires reporting to DEP or conservation districts within 24 hours of an accident or incident causing or threatening pollution.  However, under Chapter 92a, section 41(b), permittees have an obligation to report immediately but no later than 4 hours from becoming aware of the incident.DEP is also seeking the use of new notification forms for municipalities and counties.



• Publication of draft general permit planned for 
July/August (needs EPA approval)

• Publication of final general permit on or 
before December 7, 2019

Next Steps



Nathan R. Crawford, P.E.
Stormwater Construction Section

NPDES Permitting Division
Bureau of Clean Water

717-783-9726
nathcrawfo@pa.gov
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