COASTAL ZONE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES - DRAFT

May 29, 2019 Meeting of the
Coastal Zone Advisory Committee (CZAC)

The regular meeting of CZAC was called to order by Mr. Don Benczkowski at 9:32 a.m., in the
10" Floor Conference Room of the Rachel Carson State Office Building, Harrisburg, PA.

The following committee representatives were present:

Don Benczkowski Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP),
Coastal Resources Management (CRM) Program

Ken Shaffer Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (PUC)

Casey Hansen Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (PHMC)

Scott Bollinger Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC)

Mark Lombard Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT)

The following committee representatives attended the meeting by phone:

Jean Lynch Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
(DCNR)

The following agency representatives (non-CZAC members) attended the meeting by

phone:

Diana Olinger United States Department of Commerce National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)

The following agency representatives (non-CZAC members) were present:

James Peifer PA DEP, CRM

Jennifer Orr-Greene PA DEP, Water Resources Planning

Stacey Box PA DEP, CRM

Matt Walderon PA DEP, CRM

Sam Burton PA DEP, CRM

Joe Sieber PA DEP, CRM

Shelby Clark PA DEP, CRM Northwest Regional Staff
Randy Brown PA DEP, CRM Southeast Regional Staff
Brian Chalfant PA DEP, Policy Office

Rebekah Pauley PA DEP, CRM Intern

Amy Verbofsky Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC)
Joy Knapp Erie County Department of Planning (ECDP)
Namsoo Suk Delaware River Basin Commission (DRBC)

Introductions: Don Benczkowski began the meeting 9:32 a.m., leading the introductions.

Review and Approval of Minutes: Since there was a quorum for this meeting, the minutes for
the January 2018 CZAC meeting and the June 2018 CZAC meeting were approved with no
changes. The January 2019 CZAC meeting minutes were approved, contingent upon three
changes. Shelby Clark should be cited as PA DEP CRM, Northwest Regional Staff, not Erie
County Department of Planning. Secondly, in the Delaware Estuary Mussel Investigation section
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Matt Walderon stated the side-scan imagery can be an effective method of identifying previously
unknown mussel populations, if in “soft” sediment. Lastly, Brian Chalfant requested he be
added to the list of agency representatives that were present. The January 2019 minutes will be
corrected to reflect these changes. The June 2018 minutes and the January 2018 minutes were
approved with no changes.

Coastal Zone Program Update:

Stacey Box provided an update stating the last round of pass-through grant projects (2019)
was selected and included with the CRM application for funding to NOAA which was
submitted during the week of May 20". NOAA will begin their review process and CRM
will wait to hear from them after the review is complete.

The next pass through grant round (2020) is tentatively set to open on August 12, 2019 and
remain open through October 15, 2019. Grant application workshops will be held in Erie and
Philadelphia before the grant round opens. Grant applicants are strongly encouraged to hold
a meeting with CRM staff to discuss project details.

Local Coastal Zone Updates:

Joy Knapp (Erie County Planning Department) discussed the high lake levels and the local
concerns highlighted at Presque Isle State Park and the Walnut Creek Boat Access. She
also discussed the Bluff Recession Setback Act spring flyover on April 18, 2018, the
Bayfront development updates and local planning efforts including the Erie County
Municipal Stormwater assistance program.

Amy Verbofsky (Delaware Valley Regional Planning Department- DVRPC) discussed a
few notable projects, including major trail and circuit trail project updates. DVRPC
awarded three trail grants in the coastal zone for multiple segments of the Bensalem
Greenway, Fairmont Park and Chester City. She also mentioned the Veteran’s Memorial
Park stormwater demonstration project is currently under construction. Lastly, the PA
Coastal Resiliency map for sea level rise in the Delaware Estuary is still in development.

Section 309 Update:

Stacey Box [on behalf of Kevin Hess (DEP)] explained the status of CRM’s Section 309 of
the Coastal Zone Management Act assessment and strategy. Section 309 establishes the
Coastal Zone Enhancement Program that encourages states and territorial coastal
management programs to strengthen and improve their federally approved coastal
management programs in one or more of nine enhancement areas designated by NOAA.
Every five years, coastal programs are encouraged to conduct a self-assessment and
determine priority challenges and opportunities for enhancing the program to better address
those challenges. At this time, the program is three years into the current strategy and must
begin to write the new strategy in October 2019 to ensure timely executive staff review and
approval. Ms. Box discussed the survey that was provided to the meeting attendees. The goal
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of the handout is to prioritize focus areas for the next 309 cycle. She asked that the survey be
returned by November 4, 2019. Questions should be directed to Kevin Hess.

Section 312 Evaluation Update:

Joe Sieber explained that every five to ten years, a program evaluation is conducted by
NOAA’s Office of Coastal Management under Section 312 of the Coastal Zone Management
Act. The current evaluation, scheduled for Fall of 2019, involves program activities from
October 2010 through October 2019. NOAA requires detailed state program information to
adequately evaluate the ongoing approval and financial eligibility of coastal management
programs. This program evaluation involves outreach with CRM partners; success is
dependent on strong working relationships with all of them. NOAA holds this factor in high
regard. NOAA will be sending out a survey to stakeholders to evaluate program
performance and will use the results of the survey to determine which sites to visit. Within
60 days after the visit, NOAA will send CRM its final report, findings and program
recommendations.

Dissolved Oxygen in the Delaware Estuary:

Dr. Namsoo Suk from the Delaware River Basin Commission (DRBC) provided a
presentation on dissolved oxygen in Delaware Estuary. Dissolved oxygen is the amount
of gaseous oxygen dissolved in the water. Oxygen enters the water by direct absorption.
Living organisms need oxygen in the water to live. Dr. Suk discussed the importance of
temperature and salinity. He discussed the sources of dissolved oxygen, such as
photosynthesis and turbulence, and provided a history of dissolved oxygen in Delaware
Estuary dating back to 1963. In the summer of the 1960s there was no dissolved oxygen
in the river. DRBC developed water quality standards in 1967. The goal was to support
maintenance of aquatic life in urbanized portions of the Delaware Estuary by establishing
water quality standards. Water quality standards are comprised of designed uses and
criteria. Some of the criteria were originally only for the maintenance of fishes, not for
the propagation of fishes. There has been strong evidence of successful fish reproduction,
such as white perch and striped bass, and moderate evidence of successful fish
reproduction, such as alewife, American shad and anchovy, so DRBC will need to adopt
new designated use and criteria to protect these communities.

Agency Updates:

Casey Hansen (PHMC) updated CZAC that he is working hard to get many of Mark Shaffer’s
responsibilities moved to him, as Mark may be retiring in April 2020. It appears Casey will now
be the new PHMC committee representative going forward. Casey is from the Texas Historic
Preservation Office and has worked with coastal resource issues before.

Scott Bollinger (PFBC) discussed three grant programs and what they offer related to boating
and fishing infrastructure and access in the two coastal zones. PFBC plans to revive its
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boating facility grant program starting in July 2020.

e Mark Lombard (PennDOT) reported that Jackie Felion-Koons is the contact for PennDOT
grant information. The rapid bridge replacement program is still ongoing, and they have
replaced 525 bridges so far.

e Ken Shaffer (PUC) had no update. He is still active on the Governor’s Action Team, which
involves working with utilities to plan for outages.

e Jean Lynch (DCNR) discussed that DCNR is in the middle of grant reviews. They are
expecting to award $21 million in community grants, $8 million in land trust grants, $2
million in the Heritage Program, $2 million to trail projects, and $5 million to local
playgrounds. They plan to announce successful projects in November or December 2019.

e Diana Olinger (NOAA) reported that the Section 312 survey is not out yet but will be in the
next few weeks. It will be in a Survey Monkey format.

Public Comment:

e Asrequired by the PA Sunshine Act, Don Benczkowski asked if there were any comments
from the public. There were no public comments.

Other Business
e Don Benczkowski thanked everyone for attending.

e Don Benczkowski concluded the meeting by stating the dates for CZAC meetings next year
have not been set. He will contact the group with the dates once they are established.

e Amy Verbofsky informed the committee the next Delaware Estuary Advisory Committee
meeting will be August 7th.

Adjournment - The meeting adjourned at 11:39 a.m.
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