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Duquesne University is pleased to submit the redesignation petition of Little Sewickley Creek,
Allegheny County to the Department of Environmental Protection. The watershed is home to a diverse
aquatic and terrestrial ecosystem. Little Sewickley Creek’s biodiversity helps warrant it special
protection under the Exceptional Value status. The watershed is a green oasis within Allegheny

County.

The following petition will take you through a year and a half of hard work. The physical, chemical

and biological data that has been collected from outside sources and by Duquesne all point to the same
conclusion. There have been thirty documented families of macroinvertebrates and fifteen reside
within the EPT taxa. On top of the macroinvertebrate data, the stream has a documented twenty-three
species of fish within its lower reaches. The stream is home to naturally reproducing brown trout, and
five species of darters, including the state threatened blue-breasted darter. This is just a sample of the
type of data that is within the following document.

Duquesne University looks forward to working with the DEP in helping to redesignated Little
Sewickley Creek. Please contact us if you have any questions or concerns with the petition.

Thank you for your time.

Nathan Reinhart

Graduate Student

Center for Environmental Research and Education
Duquesne University

reinhartn@duq.edu
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PETITION FORM

I. PETITIONER INFORMATION
Name: Nathan Reinhart and Edward Schroth

Mailing Address: Duquesne University

Center for Environmental Research and Education
600 Forbes Avenue
Pittsburgh, Pa 15282

Telephone Number: 412-396-4749

Date: 9/28/2012

II. PETITION INFORMATION

A. The petitioner requests the Environmental Quality Board to (check one of the following):

[(J  Adopt a regulation
<] Amend a regulation (Citation 25 PA Code § 93.9w )

[J  Repeal a regulation (Citation )

Please attach suggested regulatory language if request is to adopt or amend a regulation.

B.  Why is the petitioner requesting this action from the Board? (Describe problems encountered under current
regulations and the changes being recommended to address the problems. State factual and legal contentions
and include supporting documentation that establishes a clear justification for the requested action.)

The watershed has historical, environmental and recreational importance to the region. The land uses of the

watershed have remained steady through out the last century and there has been little commercial or industrial

development. The lack of these two developments along with the preserving of lands in municipal parks has

years of chemical testing provided by Quaker Valley High School under the direction of Mr. Edward Schroth.

There has been chemical data collected by the Army Corps of Engineers and by Duquesne University. The

chemical data can also be backed up by the vast amount of biological data that has been collected along the

stream. The biological data indicates a very diverse stream for both macroinvertebrates and fish. The

redesignation of the watershed will insure its protection for future generations and require best management

plans for future developments.




C. Describe the types of persons, businesses and organizations likely to be impacted by this proposal.

The increase in protection of the watershed will increase its noteriety and allow more residents to seek out the

area as a recreational hotspot. These visitors rely on the protection of the riparian and surrounding woodlands.

The influx of visitors in the region will allow an economic surge and local businesses will benefit. Allegheny

Land Trust. Western Pennsylvania Conservancy. Little Sewickley Creek Watershed Association, Duquesne

i local municipalities will benefi having an ier time acquiring grants I tex

land parcels and for restoration and preservation projects within the watershed.
D. Does the action requested in the petition concern a matter currently in litigation? If yes, please explain.

No

E. For stream redesignation petitions, the following information must be included for the petition to be considered
complete. Attach supporting material as necessary.

1. A clear delineation of the watershed or stream segment to be redesignated, both in narrative form and on a
map.

2.  The current designated use(s) of the watershed or segment.
The requested designated use(s) of the watershed or segment.

4. Available technical data on instream conditions for the following: water chemistry, the aquatic community
(benthic macroinvertebrates and/or fishes), or instream habitat. If such data are not included, provide a
description of the data sources investigated.

5. A description of existing and proposed point and nonpoint source discharges and their impact on water
quality and/or the aquatic community. The names, locations, and permit numbers of point source
discharges and a description of the types and locations of nonpoint source discharges should be listed.

6. Information regarding any of the qualifiers for designation as high quality waters (HQ) or exceptional
value waters (EV) in §93.4b (relating to qualifying as High Quality or Exceptional Value waters) used as a
basis for the requested designation.

7. A general description of land use and development patterns in the watershed. Examples include the
amount or percentage of public lands (including ownership) and the amount or percentage of various land
use types (such as residential, commercial, industrial, agricultural and the like).

8. The names of all municipalities through which the watershed or segment flows, including an official
contact name and address.

9. Locational information relevant to items 4-8 (except for contact names and addresses) displayed on a map
or maps, if possible.
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{ All petitions should be submitted to the i
} Secretary of the Department of Environmental Protection ;
i P.O. Box 2063 i
', Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063 i
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