
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Project Search ID: PNDI-681843
PNDI Receipt: project_receipt_elcon_recycling_facility_681843_FINAL_1.pdf

1. PROJECT INFORMATION

Project Name: Elcon Recycling Facility
Date of Review: 6/17/2019 12:23:42 PM
Project Category: Waste Transfer, Treatment, and Disposal, Liquid waste/Effluent, Wastewater treatment plant
(construction, expansion or modification)
Project Area: 35.37 acres 
County(s): Bucks
Township/Municipality(s): FALLS
ZIP Code: 19067
Quadrangle Name(s): TRENTON WEST
Watersheds HUC 8: Crosswicks-Neshaminy
Watersheds HUC 12: Van Sciver Lake-Delaware River
Decimal Degrees: 40.167841, -74.761539
Degrees Minutes Seconds: 40° 10' 4.2258" N, 74° 45' 41.5400" W

2. SEARCH RESULTS

Agency Results Response
PA Game Commission No Known Impact No Further Review Required

PA Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources

Potential Impact FURTHER REVIEW IS REQUIRED, See
Agency Response

PA Fish and Boat Commission Potential Impact FURTHER REVIEW IS REQUIRED, See
Agency Response

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service No Known Impact No Further Review Required

As summarized above, Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) records indicate there may be potential
impacts to threatened and endangered and/or special concern species and resources within the project area. If the
response above indicates "No Further Review Required" no additional communication with the respective agency is
required. If the response is "Further Review Required" or "See Agency Response," refer to the appropriate agency
comments below. Please see the DEP Information Section of this receipt if a PA Department of Environmental
Protection Permit is required.
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3. AGENCY COMMENTS
Regardless of whether a DEP permit is necessary for this proposed project, any potential impacts to threatened
and endangered species and/or special concern species and resources must be resolved with the appropriate
jurisdictional agency. In some cases, a permit or authorization from the jurisdictional agency may be needed if
adverse impacts to these species and habitats cannot be avoided.
 
These agency determinations and responses are valid for two years (from the date of the review), and are
based on the project information that was provided, including the exact project location; the project type,
description, and features; and any responses to questions that were generated during this search. If any of the
following change: 1) project location, 2) project size or configuration, 3) project type, or 4) responses to the
questions that were asked during the online review, the results of this review are not valid, and the review must
be searched again via the PNDI Environmental Review Tool and resubmitted to the jurisdictional agencies. The
PNDI tool is a primary screening tool, and a desktop review may reveal more or fewer impacts than what is listed
on this PNDI receipt. The jursidictional agencies strongly advise against conducting surveys for the species
listed on the receipt prior to consultation with the agencies.

PA Game Commission
RESPONSE: 
No Impact is anticipated to threatened and endangered species and/or special concern species and resources.

PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
RESPONSE: 
Further review of this project is necessary to resolve the potential impact(s). Please send project information to this
agency for review (see WHAT TO SEND).

DCNR Species: (Note: The Pennsylvania Conservation Explorer tool is a primary screening tool, and a desktop review
may reveal more or fewer species than what is listed below. After desktop review, if a botanical survey is required by
DCNR, we recommend the DCNR Botanical Survey Protocols, available here: 
https://conservationexplorer.dcnr.pa.gov/content/survey-protocols)

Scientific Name Common Name Current Status Proposed Status Survey Window

Amaranthus cannabinus Waterhemp Ragweed Special Concern
Species*

Special Concern
Species*

Flowers July - September

Bidens bidentoides Swamp Beggar-ticks Threatened Endangered Flowers September - October

Bidens laevis Beggar-ticks Special Concern
Species*

Endangered Flowers August - October

Echinochloa walteri Walter's Barnyard-grass Endangered Endangered Flowers August - September

Heteranthera multiflora Multiflowered Mud-
plantain

Endangered Endangered Flowers July - early October

Lycopus rubellus Bugleweed Endangered Endangered Flowers June - early
September

Zizania aquatica Indian Wild Rice Special Concern
Species*

Special Concern
Species*

Flowers late May - early
September

PA Fish and Boat Commission
RESPONSE: 
Further review of this project is necessary to resolve the potential impact(s). Please send project information to this
agency for review (see WHAT TO SEND).

PFBC Species: (Note: The Pennsylvania Conservation Explorer tool is a primary screening tool, and a desktop review
may reveal more or fewer species than what is listed below.)
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Scientific Name Common Name Current Status

Sensitive Species** Endangered

Sensitive Species** Endangered

Sensitive Species** Endangered

Sensitive Species** Endangered

Sensitive Species** Endangered

Sensitive Species** Endangered

Sensitive Species**

Sensitive Species** Threatened

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
RESPONSE: 
No impacts to federally listed or proposed species are anticipated. Therefore, no further consultation/coordination
under the Endangered Species Act (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq. is required. Because no take of
federally listed species is anticipated, none is authorized. This response does not reflect potential Fish and Wildlife
Service concerns under the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act or other authorities.

* Special Concern Species or Resource - Plant or animal species classified as rare, tentatively undetermined or
candidate as well as other taxa of conservation concern, significant natural communities, special concern populations
(plants or animals) and unique geologic features.
** Sensitive Species - Species identified by the jurisdictional agency as collectible, having economic value, or being
susceptible to decline as a result of visitation.

WHAT TO SEND TO JURISDICTIONAL AGENCIES
 
If project information was requested by one or more of the agencies above, upload* or email* the following
information to the agency(s). Instructions for uploading project materials can be found here. This option provides the
applicant with the convenience of sending project materials to a single location accessible to all three state agencies.
Alternatively, applicants may email or mail their project materials (see AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION).
*Note: U.S.Fish and Wildlife Service requires applicants to mail project materials to the USFWS PA field office (see
AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION). USFWS will not accept project materials submitted electronically (by upload or
email).
 
Check-list of Minimum Materials to be submitted:
____Project narrative with a description of the overall project, the work to be performed, current physical characteristics
of the site and acreage to be impacted.
____A map with the project boundary and/or a basic site plan(particularly showing the relationship of the project to the
physical features such as wetlands, streams, ponds, rock outcrops, etc.)
In addition to the materials listed above, USFWS REQUIRES the following
____SIGNED copy of a Final Project Environmental Review Receipt
 
The inclusion of the following information may expedite the review process.
____Color photos keyed to the basic site plan (i.e. showing on the site plan where and in what direction each photo
was taken and the date of the photos)
____Information about the presence and location of wetlands in the project area, and how this was determined (e.g.,
by a qualified wetlands biologist), if wetlands are present in the project area, provide project plans showing the location
of all project features, as well as wetlands and streams.
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4. DEP INFORMATION
The Pa Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) requires that a signed copy of this receipt, along with any
required documentation from jurisdictional agencies concerning resolution of potential impacts, be submitted with
applications for permits requiring PNDI review. Two review options are available to permit applicants for handling PNDI
coordination in conjunction with DEP’s permit review process involving either T&E Species or species of special
concern. Under sequential review, the permit applicant performs a PNDI screening and completes all coordination with
the appropriate jurisdictional agencies prior to submitting the permit application.  The applicant will include with its
application, both a PNDI receipt and/or a clearance letter from the jurisdictional agency if the PNDI Receipt shows a
Potential Impact to a species or the applicant chooses to obtain letters directly from the jurisdictional agencies. Under
concurrent review, DEP, where feasible, will allow technical review of the permit to occur concurrently with the T&E
species consultation with the jurisdictional agency.  The applicant must still supply a copy of the PNDI Receipt with its
permit application.  The PNDI Receipt should also be submitted to the appropriate agency according to directions on
the PNDI Receipt. The applicant and the jurisdictional agency will work together to resolve the potential impact(s). See
the DEP PNDI policy at https://conservationexplorer.dcnr.pa.gov/content/resources.
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5. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
The PNDI environmental review website is a preliminary screening tool. There are often delays in updating species
status classifications. Because the proposed status represents the best available information regarding the
conservation status of the species, state jurisdictional agency staff give the proposed statuses at least the same
consideration as the current legal status. If surveys or further information reveal that a threatened and endangered
and/or special concern species and resources exist in your project area, contact the appropriate jurisdictional
agency/agencies immediately to identify and resolve any impacts.
 
For a list of species known to occur in the county where your project is located, please see the species lists by county
found on the PA Natural Heritage Program (PNHP) home page (www.naturalheritage.state.pa.us). Also note that the
PNDI Environmental Review Tool only contains information about species occurrences that have actually been
reported to the PNHP.

6. AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION
PA Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources
Bureau of Forestry, Ecological Services Section
400 Market Street, PO Box 8552
Harrisburg, PA 17105-8552
Email: RA-HeritageReview@pa.gov
 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Pennsylvania Field Office
Endangered Species Section
110 Radnor Rd; Suite 101
State College, PA 16801
NO Faxes Please

PA Fish and Boat Commission
Division of Environmental Services
595 E. Rolling Ridge Dr., Bellefonte, PA 16823
Email: RA-FBPACENOTIFY@pa.gov

PA Game Commission
Bureau of Wildlife Habitat Management
Division of Environmental Planning and Habitat
Protection
2001 Elmerton Avenue, Harrisburg, PA 17110-9797
Email: RA-PGC_PNDI@pa.gov
NO Faxes Please

7. PROJECT CONTACT INFORMATION
 
Name:______________________________________________________________
Company/Business Name:______________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip:_______________________________________________________
Phone:(_____)_________________________Fax:(______)___________________
Email:_____________________________________________________________

8. CERTIFICATION
I certify that ALL of the project information contained in this receipt (including project location, project
size/configuration, project type, answers to questions) is true, accurate and complete. In addition, if the project type,
location, size or configuration changes, or if the answers to any questions that were asked during this online review
change, I agree to re-do the online environmental review.
 
________________________________________________________        _______________________________
applicant/project proponent signature                                                                                date

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)
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Michael Tucci 

IES Engineers 

1720 Walton Road 

Blue Bell, PA 19422 

 
Email: mtucci@iesengineers.com (hard copy will not follow)         

 

Re: Update – Elcon Recycling Facility (Waste Treatment) 

Township: Falls                            County: Bucks 

 

 

Dear Mr. Tucci, 

 

Thank you for the submission of the Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) Environmental Review 

Receipt Number 681843 (Final_1) for review. PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources screened 

this project for potential impacts to species and resources under DCNR’s responsibility, which includes plants, 

terrestrial invertebrates, natural communities, and geologic features only.    

 

No Impact Anticipated 

 

PNDI records indicate species or resources under DCNR’s jurisdiction are located in the vicinity of the project. 

However, based on the information you submitted concerning the nature of the project, the immediate location, and 

our detailed resource information, DCNR has determined that no impact is likely. No further coordination with our 

agency is needed for this project. 

 

Recommended Actions to avoid the spread of invasive species: 

 

• Clean boot treads, construction equipment, and vehicles thoroughly (especially the undercarriage and wheels) before 

they are brought on site. This will remove invasive plant seeds and invasive earthworms/cocoons that may have been 

picked up at other sites. 

• Do not transport unsterilized leaves, mulch, compost, or soil to the site from another location.  

• Do not use seed mixes that include invasive species. Please also use weed-free straw or hay mixes. More information 

about invasive species in Pennsylvania can be found at the following link: 

http://www.dcnr.pa.gov/Conservation/WildPlants/InvasivePlants/Pages/default.aspx 

• Use habitat appropriate seed mixes.  For example, when reseeding along a waterway, utilize a riparian seed mix.  The 

Bureau of Forestry Planting & Seeding Guidelines can be found here for recommendations: 

http://www.docs.dcnr.pa.gov/cs/groups/public/documents/document/dcnr_20031083.pdf  

• Report occurrences of invasive species to iMapInvasives at https://www.imapinvasives.org/. Focus on large 

infestations and species that are not yet well established in the region or in Pennsylvania 

(https://www.paimapinvasives.org/be-on-the-lookout). 
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This response represents the most up-to-date review of the PNDI data files and is valid for two (2) years 

only. If project plans change or more information on listed or proposed species becomes available, our 

determination may be reconsidered. Should the proposed work continue beyond the period covered by 

this letter and a permit has not been acquired, please resubmit the project to this agency as an “Update” 

(including an updated PNDI receipt, project narrative, description of project changes and accurate map). 

As a reminder, this finding applies to potential impacts under DCNR’s jurisdiction only. Visit the PNHP 

website for directions on contacting the Commonwealth’s other resource agencies for environmental 

review.  
 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please contact Rich Shockey, Ecological Information Specialist, 

by phone (717-772-0263) or via email (c-rshockey@pa.gov). 
 

 

Sincerely 

 
Greg Podniesinski, Section Chief 

Natural Heritage Section  
 
 

 



  Division of Environmental Services
      Natural Diversity Section

595 E Rolling Ridge Dr.
Bellefonte, PA 16823

                                                                                                                814-359-5237

December 7, 2017
IN REPLY REFER TO
SIR# 48720

IES Engineers
Zachary Serene
1720 Walton Road
Blue Bell, Pennsylvania 19422

RE: Species Impact Review (SIR) – Rare, Candidate, Threatened and Endangered Species
PNDI Search No. 642298_1
Elcon Recycling Facility
BUCKS County: Falls Township

Dear Zachary Serene:

This responds to your inquiry about a Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) Internet 
Database search “potential conflict” or a threatened and endangered species impact review.  These 
projects are screened for potential conflicts with rare, candidate, threatened or endangered species under 
Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commission jurisdiction (fish, reptiles, amphibians, aquatic invertebrates only) 
using the Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) database and our own files.  These species of 
special concern are listed under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, the Wild Resource Conservation 
Act, and the Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Code (Chapter 75), or the Wildlife Code.

          
            In 2013, Brandon Ruhe, Marlin Corn, and James Drasher evaluated the habitats on site to 
determine their potential to support the species of concern. According to the report, the wetlands onsite 
and portions of the upland meadows do contain potential habitat for the Eastern Redbelly Turtle 
(Pseudemys rubriventris), Northern Cricket Frog (Acris crepitans) and Southern Leopard Frog 
(Lithobates sphenocephalus utricularius), but do not contain habitat to support the Eastern Spadefoot 
(Scaphiopus holbrookii) or New Jersey Chorus Frog (Pseudacris kalmi). Furthermore, nesting surveys 
were conducted for the Eastern Redbelly Turtle. One nesting area was identified, outside of the limits of
disturbance, and no Redbelly Turtles were observed incidentally during the survey. The site is within a 
landscape of past and present industrial uses and provides limited habitat for reptiles and 
amphibians, though other species found on site demonstrate the possibility for their persistence here.

            The site plans submitted with this information show that all development (with the exception 
of the discharge pipe outfall) will occur more than 100 feet from the wetland and will be concentrated in 
the northeastern portion of the site that is dominated by coarse fill material and generally devoid of 
vegetated habitat. 
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The core potential habitat areas identified in the report for the species of concern will not 
be disturbed by the proposed project. Therefore, provided that best management practices are employed, 
strict erosion and sedimentation controls are used, and the project design is not altered with respect 
to wetland buffers, I do not foresee the proposed project resulting in adverse impacts to the Eastern 
Redbelly Turtle, Eastern Spadefoot, New Jersey Chorus Frog, Northern Cricket Frog or Southern Leopard 
Frog.

This response represents the most up-to-date summary of the PNDI data and our files and is valid 
for two (2) years from the date of this letter.  An absence of recorded species information does not 
necessarily imply species absence.  Our data files and the PNDI system are continuously being updated 
with species occurrence information.  Should project plans change or additional information on listed or 
proposed species become available, this determination may be reconsidered, and consultation shall be re-
initiated.

If you have any questions regarding this review, please contact Kathy Gipe at 814-359-5186 
and refer to the SIR # 48720.  Thank you for your cooperation and attention to this important matter of 
species conservation and habitat protection.

Sincerely,

Christopher A. Urban, Chief
Natural Diversity Section

CAU/KDG/dn


