COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

BUREAU OF WATERWAYS ENGINEERING, P. O. BOX 8460

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA  17105-8460


The flood damage inventory is required to determine economic justification of a flood protection project.  This determination is made in accordance with the Department’s general policies and procedures.  The inventory is integrated into the overall project study.


The purpose of the flood damage inventory phase of the study is to establish the date of flooding, delineate the affected areas, and approximate the flood damages.  The damages from past floods then serve as a means of projecting potential future damages.


The inventory is compiled by conducting a door‑to‑door canvass of homes and businesses that have been flooded.  There are three types of forms involved: one for homes, one for commercial establishments, and one for industries.  The damage to public property is kept separately and should include damage to streets, bridges, sewers, sewage disposal plants, water treatment plants, evacuation costs, use of pumping apparatus, utilities, and clean up.  Public property damages should be completed by the municipality showing a repair cost or replacement cost breakdown for any or all of the items.


A single individual who is familiar with the events during recent floods should be placed in charge of conducting the flood damage inventory.  The following procedures are recommended:

1. Distribute the forms to those who have experienced flood damage.  There is less chance of omissions if the forms are delivered by hand instead of mailing.  Another method of extracting the flood data would be to interview the homeowners and complete the individual damage forms yourself.

2. If the forms are distributed, after a predetermined period, the individual in charge of the inventory should conduct personal interviews of those who received forms.  Comments relative to the interview, or additional information, should be recorded on the reverse side of the form.

3. In the event the property was flooded more than once, separate forms should be filled out for each flooding event.  The maximum flood is important and a special attempt should be made to secure high water marks and damage estimates even though considerable time may have elapsed since the record flood’s occurrence.

4. After the forms have been filled out and collected, they should be arranged according to streets and districts and numbered.

5. A municipal tax map, or other maps of the community, should be marked to show the location of the damage property, using the form numbers.  It would be helpful to have the approximate limits of the area inundated by the flood drawn on this map.

6. An account of the damage information should be made on a summary sheet showing individual and total damages for streets and districts.  The damage to public property should appear on the summary sheet.


In forwarding the above information to the Commonwealth, comments as to the mode of flooding, suggestions as to remedial action, comments on the completeness and accuracy of the damage study, and any other pertinent details of the flood would be appreciated.


The individual selected to conduct the inventory should contact the Division of Project Evaluation at 717‑783‑1766 to answer any questions regarding these forms.

