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In-room Logistics

 Exits/Emergencies
 Restrooms



Introductions

 In the room
 On the Webinar
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Objectives and Agenda
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 Introduce the NEER
 Enable local contribution to road-mapping 

process
 Understand PA-specific needs
 Develop pathways for implementation
 Identify potential use cases

Today’s Agenda
10:00 – 10:30 NEER Overview

10:30 – 12:00 PA Opportunities and 
Barriers Discussion



Webinar Logistics

 Please hold questions and 
comments for the Q&A
 Unmute yourself to ask a 

question aloud, or enter your 
question into the chat box and 
it will be read aloud

A copy of the slides and a 
recording of the webinar will 
be distributed to all registrants
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Overview

Michelle Zilinskas
Policy Associate

The Climate Registry



 The NEER is a web-based platform that will:
 Document achievement of energy and environmental 

goals,
 Disclose compliance activities, and
 Drive voluntary investment in energy efficiency and 

conservation. 

 It will accomplish this by:
 documenting verification of energy efficiency projects,
 facilitating the opportunity for energy efficiency 

instrument trading, and,
 demonstrating the credibility of energy efficiency as an 

eligible resource. 

About the NEER
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NEER = Tool (Not a Policy)

Document 
management 

Workflow 
documentation

Transaction
accounting 

Compliance Reporting
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U.S. DOE-sponsored Project

 State partners:

 Additional support from:
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Development of NEER 
Operating Rules

 Steering Advisory Committee
Multi-stakeholder Working Group
 Public comment period
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NEER FRAMEWORK
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The NEER Framework
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Provider 
Account

Asset 
(EE Project)

Asset 
Output 

CertificatesTransaction 
TrackingRetirement



Accounts & Assets
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Account Information
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Asset Information
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Asset Output
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Key Concept: SCCP

 Any Client Jurisdiction can set up their own 
Specific Compliance/Certification Program 
(SCCP)
 Translation: Any jurisdiction, private entity or 

non-governmental organization can set up their 
own NEER program requirements

 NEER supports SCCP requirements by 
operationalizing Quality Assurance/Quality 
Control (QA/QC) Protocols



Key Concept: QA/QC Protocols

 QA/QC Protocols are a set of procedures that 
the EE Provider and Project (Asset) must go 
through to complete registration of reported 
energy savings (Asset Output) or receive 
Instruments. 
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QA/QC Framework

Who is authorized to submit, review and 
approve different documents 

What documents need to be submitted

Where documents are archived

When have all the steps been completed 
and all parties agree the quantity savings 
number is acceptable
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NEER QA/QC Protocols

NEER Enhanced 
QA/QC

NEER Basic
QA/QC

VerificationSelf-
Report  

Accredited 
Independent  
Verifier  
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Consensus Design plus 
Customization

“Off the Shelf” 
standard elements of 
EE Project registration 

& reporting 

Customization to 
meet a 

Jurisdiction’s 
individual needs  
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QUESTIONS?
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+
National Energy 

Efficiency Registry 
(NEER): 

Opportunities and 
Barriers

Rodney Sobin
Senior Program Director
National Association of State Energy Officials

NEER Regional Roadmap Workshop
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
Harrisburg, PA   August 25, 2017



+NEER Roadmapping

 Roadmap to identify potential applications and paths forward 
where NEER can support state and regional energy objectives

 Common front section
 NEER overview and purpose
 Major potential applications
 Broad pathways (legislation, regulation, Executive Order, PUC 

order)
 General guidance on criteria, QA/QC, “SCCP” development

 State/region-specific sections – GA, MI, MN, PA, OR/region, TN
 Potential applications—opportunities and barriers
 Possible paths forward in each state’s own context
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+NEER  Roadmapping: Applications could 
include but not limited to--
 Lead-by-Example: state and public facilities
 EE goals/targets/requirements
 State, K-12 schools, higher education, and localities
 ESPCs

 Benchmarking and disclosure policies
 Philadelphia, Pittsburgh in PA (thus far?)

 Energy efficiency financing
 EE impacts of finance programs: loan funds, green banks, PACE, 

other mechanisms

 Voluntary program tracking
 EE, clean energy, sustainability
 Better Buildings; Superior Energy Performance/Energy 

Management Systems,…
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+NEER  Roadmapping: Applications could 
include but not limited to--
Utility energy efficiency (electricity and natural gas)
 Energy efficiency resource standards (EERS) or similar requirements
 Act 129 in PA

 In principle, if rules allow, could open EERS to third-party EE
 Industrial, commercial customer self-direct programs (other states)
 EE as a “resource”
 Integrated resource planning, state energy planning
 Grid markets (e.g., forward capacity -- PJM)

 Air quality and Climate
 EE for National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS)
 EE for Regional Haze Program 
 NOx, SO2 or other criteria pollutant trading 
 State and local climate and greenhouse gas objectives

 Tracking, aggregating other energy savings (e.g., building energy 
codes)
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+NEER  Roadmapping: Pennsylvania 
Opportunities?
 Lead-by-Example--tracking state/public sector EE?
 ESPCs, state facilities, water/wastewater facilities, localities, K-12, higher ed

 Identifying EE resources  (including CHP) for IRP, state energy planning?

 Voluntary EE tracking, recognition? 

 Local benchmarking, disclosure—building EE upgrades

 Documenting and quantifying EE from financing programs?

 Air quality management—EE in SIPs, air quality planning, allowances?

 Climate and resiliency—GHG reduction goals? Climate adaptation planning?

 Aggregate and track EE achievements from other policies. programs?
 E.g., building energy codes, voluntary measures

 Others??
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+NEER  Roadmapping: 
Use-Case Example 1
 Local lead-by-example EE tracking (also emissions)
 E.g., city does streetlamp upgrades and wants to track and report energy 

savings
 City establishes NEER account, opts for NEER “Basic” QA/QC
 City specifies that it retains right to claim energy savings in contract and 

directs energy service company (ESCO) or contractor to report project 
energy impacts in NEER

 City can track, aggregate, and report energy savings from this and other 
projects 

 If desired, city can translate NEER-registered savings to avoided criteria 
pollutant and greenhouse gas emissions (AVERT, eGRID, other)
 If state has NOx “set-aside” allowances, could allot to project owner 

or ESCO/contractor to sell or could retire allowances (SIP credit)
 Could quantify savings, avoided emissions for potential SIP credit

 State can use such city-reported data in energy and environmental 
planning
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+NEER  Roadmapping: 
Use-Case Example 2
 Voluntary facility/building upgrades
 Corporation/organization (or agencies for “lead-by-example” programs) 

can use
 Track policy/program impacts--Better Buildings; local benchmarking and 

disclosure
 Company/jurisdiction can opt for NEER “basic” QA/QC or other criteria 

(“SCCP” or NEER “Enhanced”)
 Participants measure and register savings using requisite QA/QC
 If desired, translate NEER-registered savings to avoided criteria pollutant 

and greenhouse gas emissions (AVERT, eGRID, other)
 If state has NOx “set-aside” allowances, could allot to project owner 

or ESCO/contractor to sell or could retire allowances (SIP credit)
 Could quantify savings, avoided emissions for potential SIP credit

 Help better recognize and tally EE outside of utility programs (for 
recognition, energy planning, air quality planning)
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+NEER  Roadmapping: 
Pathway mapping

Other use-cases pertinent to Pennsylvania?

Opportunities and benefits

 Barriers

Which applications appear most promising? Least?

 Paths forward for promising applications?
 Overcoming barriers and realizing benefits
 Analytic needs
 Laws, regulations, Executive Orders, PUC orders, and other processes

 Other items?

30



+NEER  Roadmapping: Next steps

 Roadmap document
 Common front section
 State-specific sections: Oregon/Region, Tennessee, Georgia, 

Michigan, Minnesota, Pennsylvania

NASEO Annual Meeting (Sept. 17-20, 2017)
 Present draft at stakeholder meeting
 In-person: http://eeregistry.naseo.org/registration 
 Webinar: 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8665060207874759426 

 Final Roadmap due October 2017 

 Continued engagement and NEER development
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+

Thank You

Rodney Sobin

rsobin@naseo.org

As of August 29, 2017:

1300 N. 17th Street
Suite 1275
Arlington, VA  22209
Phone:  703.299.8800

www.naseo.org

mailto:rsobin@naseo.org
http://www.naseo.org/


Thank You

 NEER Homepage: www.neeregistry.org

 The Climate Registry:
 Michelle Zilinskas: mzilinskas@theclimateregistry.org
 Ryan Cassutt: rcassutt@theclimateregistry.org

 NASEO:
 Rodney Sobin: rsobin@naseo.org

 Pennsylvania DEP:
 Kerry Campbell: kcampbell@pa.gov
 Dennis Maloskey: dmaloskey@pa.gov
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