Work Plan for Potential GHG Reduction Measure

Strategy Name:    2030 Challenge

· All new buildings, developments and major renovations shall be designed to meet a fossil fuel, GHG-emitting, energy consumption performance standard of 50% of the regional (or country) average for that building type.

· At a minimum, an equal amount of existing building area shall be renovated annually to meet a fossil fuel, GHG-emitting, energy consumption performance standard of 50% of the regional (or country) average for that building type.

· The fossil fuel reduction standard for all new buildings shall be increased to: 

60% in 2010
70% in 2015
80% in 2020
90% in 2025 
Carbon-neutral in 2030 (using no fossil fuel GHG emitting energy to operate).

These targets may be accomplished by implementing innovative sustainable design strategies, generating on-site renewable power and/or purchasing (20% maximum) renewable energy and/or certified renewable energy credits. 

This challenge has been adopted by, among others, the US Conference of Mayors, the USGBC, the State of New Mexico, the cities of Chicago, Santa Fe, Albuquerque, Sarasota, Plano, and Seattle.

Lead Staff Contact:   

GGGC - Maureen Guttman, AIA   717.772.8946

Other Involved Agencies:


All


Primary: DGS (State owned buildings)



    Revenue (Tax credits)

Possible New Measure(s):     SEE INDIVIDUAL PROPOSALS ATTACHED
· “High-Performance PA Buildings” – All Commonwealth owned or funded construction projects must meet a performance level equivalent to a minimum of LEED Silver plus an Energy Star rating of 85. (See HB 45, SB 672)

· “High-Performance Tax Credits” – Tax credits for private sector construction projects that meet a performance level equivalent to a minimum of LEED Silver plus an Energy Star rating of 85. (See HB 46, SB 673)

· “Green Strings” – All Commonwealth funding programs, whether grants, loans, tax credits, tax incentives, etc. will have at least a minimal expectation of energy/resource conservation results attached.

· “Energy Audits at Real Estate Transfer” – Energy audit required as part of “seller’s disclosure” information in a residential sales transaction.  

· “Keystone Home Performance” – Retooling of Keystone HELP program to offer greater degree of assistance (much lower loan rates) to homeowners implementing energy-saving measures based on whole-house energy audit.  (See also PHFA’s “Keystone Renovate and Repair” program, and Maine Home Performance Program)

· “Illuminating Education” – Current GGGC/OETD program to distribute CFL lamps to middle school students in PA as part of overall energy curriculum program. 

· “LEED for Homes” – Require that all new homes bear an Energy Star rating (15% more energy efficient than code-compliant construction). Increase required efficiency requirement every 5 years all new homes are carbon-neutral.


