Potential GHG Reduction Measure

New Proposal
Strategy Name:  PA Community and Local Government Climate Change

Lead Staff Contact: (ACI staff contact, Helen Perrine and Linda Wigington)
Summary:   Stimulate and support Community Climate Change projects by funding a clearinghouse to overcome barriers and make it easier for communities to make faster progress on actions.  Identify and provide sample Community and Local Government Climate Action Plans to all municipalities and regional planning groups.  Provide materials and training to help local governments develop a Climate Action Inventory and Plan.  Help communities understand and link funding sources and other state and federal programs that can be used for Climate Action Plans. Use the models already in place, as referenced in the ICLEI, Cities for Climate Change and other groups, to assist communities develop comprehensive plans that include buildings, transportation, agriculture, land use planning and commercial/ industrial operations.  Provide grants and incentives for communities to conduct inventories, develop plans and monitor their progress.  Compile data on all the plans and offer awards to communities that exceed their goals or demonstrate other significant progress. 
Suggested Parameters:
Focus on small to medium size communities that have high CO2 and air pollution emissions, including areas with coal-fired power plants.
Provide funding to communities based on size.  Require applicants to provide matching funds.  Include funding for communities who have already implemented Action Plans to expand their programs and to share their expertise.  Many communities are or will be doing activities that can impact CO2 emissions, such as energy efficiency, biofuels, and public transit.  By implementing a Community-wide Plan, local governments and community groups will have a mechanism for identifying and gaining credit for all their actions.

Other Involved Agencies:  PUC, DCED, PennDOT
Possible New Measure(s):    

Potential GHG Reduction:  ?? MMT CO2e per year .  
Economic Cost:   
Implementation Steps (Focused on Buildings and Energy Projects): 

1) Host events that provide networking and training for volunteers and staff involved in Community Climate Change projects. 

2) Support funding to assess, develop, and fine-tune tools that offer carbon footprint and benchmarking of energy / resource use.  (Having PA take the lead on this or funding this would keep each separate entity from having to reinvent the wheel, so to speak.) 

3) Hold a quarterly competitive RFP to fund innovative community-based projects. 

4) Identify research needs and stimulate collaboration between industry, research, and communities on community scale power generation. 

5) Identify (Convene a task force?)  public policy barriers to community power generation with strategies to overcome. 

6) Identify and fund community-based projects that address deep reductions and integrated systems on the rehab of foreclosed properties, PHA renovation, weatherization assistance program, and other affordable housing projects. ( In other words - Fund efforts that go beyond business as usual and strive for connections between the economic stimulus funding and community initiatives.  Right now the two are not connected intentionally enough.)
7) Fund community pilots that support the Thousand Home Challenge (separate proposal submitted by ACI) with a goal scaling up the challenge to 100 to 1000 homes within a 5 years on the community level. 

Potential Overlap:

· DEP and PUC programs
· Community Development Block Grants
· DCED

Resources:

Cities for Climate Protection (CCP), a campaign of ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability.  These are PA municipalities that have joined to date:
· Haverford 
· Lower Makefield 
· Meadville 
· Montgomery Township 

· Mt. Lebanon 
· Narberth 
· Nether Providence 
· Pittsburgh 
· Radnor 
· Upper Dublin 
· West Chester 
Sample Ordinance from Massachusetts

In 1999, the City Council passed a resolution to join the Cities for Climate Protection (CCP), a campaign of ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability. The resolution committed the City to prepare a greenhouse gas emissions inventory, set a target to reduce emissions, develop and implement a plan, and monitor the results. Cambridge is one of over 600 local governments around the world -- 147 in the United States and 20 in Massachusetts -- that have joined the CCP effort.

Online Resources

http://www.cambridgema.gov/cdd/et/climate/
http://massclimateaction.net/
http://www.icleiusa.org/
http://www.greenplaybook.org/ 

http://www.cacities.org/ 

http://transitiontowns.org/ 

