Residential & Commercial Buildings


Work Plan for Potential GHG Reduction Measure

Strategy Name:  Expand Energy Efficiency Funds for Lighting and Daylighting Retrofits in Public and Private Sector Buildings (BASED ON NORTH CAROLINA ACTION PLAN)
Lead Staff Contact:  CCAC Residential and Commercial Subcommittee
Summary:  
Significantly increase the existing Public Benefits Charge to support more investments in energy efficiency and renewable energy options. The public benefits charge (sometimes call systems benefits charge) is a fee assessed to utility customers based on their usage of energy in a given time period. With deregulation, utility commissions lose the ability to require the electric utilities to have efficiency programs. The result is the development of the public benefits charge, which is a non-bypassable charge on electric bills. The funds collected are then provided to a third party to provide energy efficiency programming.  The Residential and Commercial Subcommittee recommends that these increased public benefits charges be collected under the oversight of the Pennsylvania Utilities Commission, and invested in residential, commercial, and industrial energy efficiency and renewable energy programs through one or more third-party administrators.  Long-term consistency in management and dedicated application of funds collected via  public benefits charges to the target programs will be crucial to the success of  this initiative.  Investments in energy efficiency and renewable energy made using public benefits funds would be expected to span a wide variety of residential, commercial and industrial applications.

The goal is to provide public benefit charges adequate to implement energy efficiency and renewable energy programs comparable to the more effective public benefits charge-funded programs in the United States.  Based on information on energy efficiency programs in other states, 1% of utility revenues was chosen as an appropriate public benefits charge goal.
Other Involved Agencies: 
Possible New Measure(s):  
Potential GHG Reduction:  XX  MMT CO2e per year

Economic Cost:  

Implementation Steps: 
Potential Overlap:
PAGE  
1
10/22/08


