Transportation Sector


Increasing Participation in Efficient Passenger Transit 

(Transportation & Land Use Subcommittee Work Plan #2)
Strategy Name:  Increasing Participation in Efficient Passenger Transit
Lead Staff Contact:
  Nathan Willcox, PennEnvironment   (215) 732-5897
Summary:   This initiative presents an array of specific measures that can be adopted in order to decrease greenhouse gas emissions from our passenger transportation sector by influencing the behavior and transportation choices of Pennsylvanians.  Specifically, these measures aim to a) increase public transit ridership, b) improve the efficiency of vehicle trips, c) decrease single occupant vehicle trips, and d) avoid motor vehicle trips all together where possible.  
Other Agencies Involved:   PennDOT, Local Transit Agencies, Metropolitan and Rural Planning Organizations, local governments.  
Possible New Measures:

I. Increasing Public Transportation Ridership

Workplace Incentives for Public Transit Use: In order to encourage public transit use by employees at workplaces with access to public transit systems, the state and local governments could work with businesses to provide incentives for their employees to use public transit for their work commute.  Such programs should also include state workers, and incentives could include free/discounted bus or train tickets, or vouchers for discounts at businesses in the area.
II. Improve the Efficiency of Vehicle Trips

Require “Global Warming Index” Stickers for New Cars: Such stickers would detail the greenhouse gas emissions of a new passenger vehicle, allowing consumers to more easily choose a more efficient new vehicle.

Enforce or Lower Speed Limits: Going from point A to point B at a higher speed uses more fuel, creating more greenhouse gas emissions.  By lowering the speed limit or more actively enforcing existing speed limits, some of these emissions could be avoided.

Enforce New PA Idling Reduction Law: Statewide law went into effect in February limiting large diesel engine idling (e.g. buses) to no more than five minutes in any 1-hour period (with exceptions, including previously enacted Philadelphia and Pittsburgh programs).  However, there are few to no provisions or resources in the law for enforcement.

Education Regarding Efficient Driving Habits:  Regardless of what vehicle is being driven, there are ways to drive more efficiently, using less gas and thus emitting fewer greenhouse gas emissions.  Information should dispersed far and wide outlining efficient driving habits (not using cruise control going up hills, avoiding stop-and-go braking when possible, etc).  Dispersion points could include motor vehicle registration locations, new and used car lots, and auto body shops.  

III. Decrease Single-Occupant Vehicle Trips

Workplace Incentives for Carpooling:  State and local governments could work with businesses to provide incentives for their employees to carpool for their work commute.  Such incentives could include free/discounted parking, or vouchers for discounts at businesses in the area.  Similar programs should also cover state employees as well.
IV. Decrease Vehicle Trips

Encourage Telecommuting in Private Sector:  By working from home, workers’ vehicle trips and their resulting greenhouse gas emissions can be avoided.  Actions to encourage more telecommuting in the private sector include business tax incentives for employers to provide telecommuting as an option to their employees (could include local wage tax adjustments), and funding for regional telecommuting centers (which provide an office-like environment for workers in a given area closer to home and away from their employer’s office). 
Telecommuting in Public Sector: To help set the example and establish some of the regional telecommuting centers, the state should offer telecommuting as an option for employees wherever appropriate, and set clear targets and timelines for the number of employees utilizing the telecommuting option.

Sales-Tax Exemption for E-Commerce: Encouraging online shopping will help to decrease shopping trips in cars (though important to factor in potential increase in small truck delivery traffic).

Urban and Intercity Tolls: By tolling trips into cities, those cities and the state could create a new pool of money for transportation improvements, while decreasing vehicle trips and congestion in the cities, and encouraging use of public transportation.  
Projected GHG Reduction:

To be determined.
Cost to Regulated Entities: 

Only mandate/regulation would be for the automakers for the global warming index stickers, and the cost for this is to be determined.  Most other costs would fall to the state, and the businesses that partner on the workplace initiatives.  These costs would also have to be determined.
Other Potential Benefits and Disbenefits:
Additional potential benefits of changing behaviors to decrease greenhouse gas emissions from the transportation include: 

· Decreasing emissions of ozone precursors (VOC and NOx), carbon monoxide and fine particulates. 

· Decrease motor fuel use. 

· Enhanced mobility for citizens and visitors. 

· Directly support Smart Transportation initiatives, projects and programs. 

· Congestion reduction. 

· Reduce sprawl.  

Ease of Implementation

Will vary depending on the specific measure.  
Implementation Steps

To be determined.  
Potential Interrelationships with Other GHG Reduction Measures:
These measures aimed at changing behavior need to be implemented in coordination with system changes within the transportation sector, and with transportation-focused land use measures.
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