Transportation Sector


Work Plan for Potential GHG Reduction Measure

Strategy Name:  Increasing Federal Support for Public Transportation in PA
Lead Staff Contact:
  
Summary:   Many of the advancements needed in Pennsylvania’s public transit systems will not come without a significant increase in federal support, especially through federal funding.  Recognizing this, this initiative outlines several measures aimed at increasing federal support for public transit projects in Pennsylvania.  By dramatically expanding public transit, we can help to drastically decrease greenhouse gas emissions, while reaping the many other benefits of healthy public transit systems (cleaner air, increased mobility, revitalized communities, decreased oil use, less incentive for sprawl, etc.).
Other Agencies/Officials Involved:   PennDOT, Local Transit Agencies, Regional, Metropolitan and Rural Planning Organizations, local governments, Pennsylvania’s Congressional Delegation.   
Possible New Measure:

There are three specific pieces/types of federal legislation that could be vehicles for increased support for public transit in Pennsylvania:
I.  Federal Transportation Bill

--This legislation provides the guidelines for how federal transportation dollars are dolled out to the states.  It is up for reauthorization this year, and there is a push to make this bill more supportive to public transportation—a push that Pennsylvania should be a part of.  Historically, roughly 80 percent of federal dollars have gone to highways, leaving only 20 percent for public transportation.  
II. Federal Stimulus Bills

--In addition to the stimulus package which just passed, which did include a sizeable amount of funds for public transit, there could very well be additional stimulus bills in the near future.  Pennsylvania officials should be pushing the federal government to carve out significant sums of money from such stimulus packages for public transit.

III. Federal Climate Legislation

--It is expected by many in Washington that Congress will try to pass a comprehensive global warming bill in 2009.  Pennsylvania officials should be working to ensure that public transit receives significant support from such a bill, given its critical role in cutting greenhouse gas emissions.  Most notably, funds for public transit should be secured from the sale of pollution credits within a cap-and-trade system. 

Once these additional funds are secured, the state could more realistically consider major new projects such as high-speed rail systems, expansions of existing light rail systems, and connecting all of the state’s major cities via rail.

In order to help secure these funds, several steps should be taken:
--Direct contact between state legislators and Pennsylvania’s federal delegation, stressing the importance of their active involvement in this debate in Congress.

--Direct contact between local elected officials and Pennsylvania’s federal delegation, stressing the importance of their active involvement in this debate in Congress.

--Citizen education about the need for federal support, to help mobilize Pennsylvania’s federal delegation.
--Outreach by transit groups, transit agencies and other interested parties to the federal delegation, to provide local information and to encourage active involvement in these federal debates.

Projected GHG Reductions:
To be determined.
Costs: 

Minimal.  These measures revolve around requesting and securing funds from the federal government.
Other Potential Benefits and Disbenefits:
Additional potential benefits of improving and expanding the state’s public transportation systems include: 

· Decreasing emissions of ozone precursors (VOC and NOx), carbon monoxide and fine particulates. 

· Decrease motor fuel use. 

· Enhanced mobility for citizens and visitors. 

· Directly support Smart Transportation initiatives, projects and programs. 

· Congestion reduction. 

· Reduce sprawl.  

Ease of Implementation

To be determined.   
Implementation Steps

To be determined.  
Potential Interrelationships with Other GHG Reduction Measures:
Most notably, many of the system improvement projects called for in the transportation sector will be greatly aided by an increase in federal funding support. 
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