Transportation Sector


Work Plan for Potential GHG Reduction Measure

Strategy Name:  Land Use Policies Within Existing Framework of Laws & Regs 
Lead Staff Contact:

Summary:   This initiative recommends the continued adoption and acceleration of land-use policies, separate from transportation-focused land-use policies, that follow more sustainable “smart growth” principles.  Such policies will help to protect existing open spaces, wooded spaces and farmland, which will in turn act as carbon sinks.   
Other Agencies Involved:   PennDOT, DEP, DCNR, DCED, CFA, Pennvest, Metropolitan and Rural Planning Organizations, local governments.  
Possible New Measures:
Dating back to the Keystone Principles & Criteria for Growth, Investment & Resource Conservation adopted by the Economic Development Cabinet in 2005, there are clear guidelines by which the state should be encouraging smart growth practices that will help to protect open and wooded spaces and farmland in Pennsylvania.  These principles are:

1. Redevelop First


2. Provide Efficient Infrastructure


3. Concentrate Development


4. Increase Job Opportunities


5. Foster Sustainable Businesses


6. Restore and Enhance the Environment


7. Enhance Recreational & Heritage Resources

8. Expand Housing Opportunities


9. Plan Regionally; Implement Locally

10. Be Fair
While all of these principles make sense, six of the principles (highlighted in bold) are noted as having direct impacts on greenhouse gas emissions, and should therefore be a “core” piece of any climate action plan.  
Specifically, the subcommittee feels that one of the most important things that the Commonwealth can do to cut greenhouse gas emissions is to ensure that these principles are incorporated into any and all investment decisions made by the Commonwealth and its agencies when making grants or loans to public or private projects using agency funds.

Projected GHG Reduction:

To be determined.
Cost to Regulated Entities: 

If any, to be determined.     

Cost to State: 

Potential for cost savings as limited transportation and other infrastructure costs are minimized by focusing on more compact areas where maximum benefits can be realized.
Other Potential Benefits and Disbenefits:
Additional potential benefits of expanding smart growth initiatives include: 

· Enhanced mobility for citizens and visitors. 

· Congestion reduction. 

· Urban redevelopment
· Financial stabilization of declining towns and cities

· Increased tourism revenue to revitalized communities and preserved natural areas

· Increased density reduces infrastructure costs for related services such as water and sewer lines.  The capital and ongoing costs for roadways serving denser development also tend to be lower.

· Retain urban professionals attracted to smart growth communities

· Reduced infrastructure costs

Ease of Implementation

While there are many trends working against smart growth initiatives, the state’s embracing of these core principles in decision-making as described above seems like a modest first steps that could help to reap significant benefits.
Implementation Steps

To be determined.  
Potential Interrelationships with Other GHG Reduction Measures:
· Significant overlap with work plan for land use covering new policies and regulations.
· Significant overlap with both work plans dealing with land use with a transportation focus.
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