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Letõs start with the 

numbers 
 

 



Nationwide, how many regulated 

USTs are out there?  
 

As of September 30, 2011: 
 

ü590,104 active USTs at approximately 

212,000 facilities 
 

ü501,723 releases have occurred since 

1984 
 

ü87,983 releases remain to be cleaned up 

 

 



Whereõs Pennsylvania stand? 

 

As of September 30, 2011: 
 

ü23,538 active USTs at approximately 

8,400 facilities 
 

ü15,283 releases have occurred since 1984 
 

ü2,674 releases remain to be cleaned up 

 

 

 



Cleanup Costsé 

Nationally, the US EPA estimates that the   

average remediation costs per site have 

been about $125,000, but costs often have 

exceeded $1 million. 



Thoughtsé 
 

Cleanups are expensive, difficult,  

and time consuming!  
 

·Why are there so many ongoing cleanups? 

·How can new cleanups be reduced or be completely 

prevented in the first place? 

·How can regulators be more proactive and be less 

reactive?  



The Beginning of  

Operator Training  

·On March 5, 2003, the U.S. Government Accountability 
Office (GAO) released a report to the U.S. Congress giving 
suggestions on how to improve the Underground Storage 
Tank Program 

 

· The GAO report states that, as of May 2001,  89% of the 
693,198 federally regulated UST systems had the proper leak 
detection and prevention equipment installed; however, more 
than 200,000 of them (roughly 30%) were not being 
operated and maintained properly. 

 

· From the study and various other studies, it was determined 
that many of the operational and maintenance problems 
associated with the UST systems were attributed to poorly 
trained staff. 

 



Energy Policy Act of 2005  

·Passed by US Congress on July 29, 2005 and signed into 

law by President George W. Bush on August 8, 2005. 
 

·Contains a provision that requires all states and 

territories to implement an operator training program 

for all owner/operators of regulated USTs. 
 

·There are no exceptions to the required operator 

training.   



Regulatory Timeline  
 

üEffective as of December 26, 2009 as an 
amendment to Title 25 PA Code, Chapter 245 

  

üThis amendment is found in Section 245.436 

 

üSection 245.436 covers two main items: 
 

V Emergency Procedures for facilities  

V UST Operator Training 
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  Letõs start withé 

Emergency Procedures & 

Notification Instructions 



Emergency Procedures &  

Notification Instructions  

· Must be prepared, readily available at all 

regulated UST facilities as of June 28, 2010 
 

· A copy of the Emergency Procedures & 

Notification Instructions must given to all Class 

C operators as of August 8, 2012  
 

· At manned facilities, Emergency Procedures & 

Notification Instructions should be readily 

available to the Class C Operator on duty 
 

· At unmanned facilities, Emergency Procedures 

& Notification Instructions should be posted 

within sight of the facility user (e.g. at the 

dispenser and/or at the tank fill)  -- use good 

judgment! 



Emergency Procedures &  

Notification Instructions  

At a minimum, the Emergency Procedures & 

Notification Instructions must include: 
 

VContact phone number that will reach the Class A, B, and C 

operators.  This contact number may be central dispatcher or 24-

hour answering service that will directly contact the Class A, B, 

and C operators. 

VEmergency numbers:  Police, Fire, Hazardous Materials Response, 

PA DEP Regional Office, PA DEP 24hr Emergency Response, and 

911 

VFacility location:  Street Address, Municipality, and County 

VProcedures for response to a Release Detection Alarm 

VProcedures for Response to a Spill 



Remember the best plan is usually 
a simple, easy to follow plan!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Need some quick examples?  


