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Yearly surface temperature compared to the 20th-century average from 1880–
2020. Blue bars indicate cooler-than-average years; red bars show warmer-
than-average years. NOAA Climate.gov graph, based on data from the National 
Centers for Environmental Information. From climate.gov

Since start of 20th century, 
temperatures increased by 2℉
(mostly in winter and spring)

# of warm nights has increased

# of extreme precipitation 
events has increased

Heat waves projected to 
become more intense

Winter and spring precipitation 
is projected to increase

Increased risk of springtime 
flooding

Climate Change in PA











City of Easton: Global Covenant of 
Mayors

NNC has been 
assisting the City of 
Easton with its 
reporting and data 
requirements for 
membership in the 
Global Covenant of 
Mayors for Climate 
and Energy 



How do we 
engage with our 

community across 
this spectrum?

Nurture Nature Center Approach:
Science, Art, and Community











“Rewriting the Story of Climate Change” 

A creative and educational community 
outreach project that tells local stories 
related to climate change.

Creating/writing/designing book jackets 
that will be part of an exhibit at the center. 
These book jackets will also be printed and 
handed out to friends, family, and 
classmates for use as notebook and 
textbook covers. They will spread positive 
stories of resilience and scientific 
knowledge in a creative way.

1. Our BIG idea: 

GOAL: to celebrate local efforts towards sustainability and to envision a future 
where we have come to grips with the changes to come with more prepared 
and resilient communities. 



Book jackets offer strong visuals, a title, 
a summary, information about the 

author and reviews.

Think of them as 
being like a 

movie trailer.



Book Jacket Anatomy













At Lafayette College, many students used 
upwards of 21 plastic bags a week to transport 
food. If you multiply this by the number of 
students (21 bags X 2,500 students), you get 
close to 53,000 plastic bags a week!

That’s so much plastic waste! To combat this, I 
started an initiative to collect, sort, cut, and 
loop these plastic bags into balls of plarn
(plastic yarn). This plarn was then crocheted 
into sleeping mats that were donated to Safe 
Harbor (the local homeless shelter). 

I was accompanied by a group of 72 students 
that were passionate about preventing plastic 
waste and enhancing social justice. Together, 
we saved over 7,000 plastic bags from 
polluting the environment and donated 7 
sleeping mats to Safe Harbor.





Supported in part by Pennsylvania Council on the Arts





Find out more at 
https://nurturenaturecenter.org/

Financial and other support for Youth Leading the Way: an education and leadership program in 
the Lehigh Valley has been provided by the Department of Environmental Protection’s 2021 
Environmental Education Grants Program.

https://nurturenaturecenter.org/
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