
 

Environmental Book Guide for Educators  
Inspire curiosity, conservation, and connection to nature through stories! These books are perfect for 
classrooms, environmental programs, nature centers, libraries and family learning.  

 

Books for Children 

We Are Water Protectors 
Carole Lindstrom & Michaela Goade 
An Indigenous-led story empowering kids to protect water resources from pollution. 

 

Wangari's Trees of Peace 
Jeanette Winter 
Prize winner Wangari Maathai, focusing on reforestation efforts in Kenya. 

 

Harlem Grown 
Tony Hillery 
A true story showing how a community transformed an abandoned lot into a thriving 
garden. 

 

The Wondrous Workings of Planet Earth 
Rachel Ignotofsky 
An illustrated guide to ecosystems that explains environmental science for young 
readers. 

 

No World Too Big 
Various 
Features young activists from diverse backgrounds fighting climate change. 

 

Nibi’s Water Song 
Sunshine Tenasco 
A story about a young Indigenous girl searching for clean water. 

 

Green Green: A Community Gardening Story 
Marie Lamba 
A story about creating shared green spaces in urban environments 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=We+Are+Water+Protectors+&sca_esv=50f0798ce800e7d9&source=hp&ei=VH4MatSZFIndwN4P9KDX4AU&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAagyMZKQUcMbKCe0d-nwL-ujkIcn-9kfz&ved=0ahUKEwjUk4mV0sWUAxWJLtAFHXTQFVwQ4dUDCB0&uact=5&oq=We+Are+Water+Protectors+&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6IhhXZSBBcmUgV2F0ZXIgUHJvdGVjdG9ycyAyBRAuGIAEMgUQABiABDIFEAAYgAQyBRAAGIAEMgUQABiABDIFEAAYgAQyBRAAGIAEMgUQABiABDIFEAAYgAQyBRAAGIAESMEFUABYAHAAeACQAQCYAX-gAX-qAQMwLjG4AQPIAQD4AQL4AQGYAgGgAokBmAMAkgcDMC4xoAelCLIHAzAuMbgHiQHCBwMyLTHIBweACAE&sclient=gws-wiz
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Wangari%27s+Trees+of+Peace&cvid=65eba34e5a4840949833c4201bde8545&gs_lcrp=EgRlZGdlKgYIABBFGDkyBggAEEUYOTIGCAEQABhAMgYIAhAAGEAyBggDEAAYQDIGCAQQABhAMgYIBRAAGEAyBggGEAAYQDIGCAcQABhAMgYICBAAGEAyCAgJEOkHGPxV0gEIMjI0OGowajSoAgiwAgE&FORM=ANAB01&PC=U531&source=chrome.ob
https://www.bing.com/search?q=harlem+grown+tony+hillery&qs=UT&pq=harlem+grown+ton&sk=CGS2&sc=12-16&cvid=EC1EF0250065402BACD724184B1351C4&FORM=QBRE&sp=3&ghc=1&lq=0
https://www.google.com/search?q=The+Wondrous+Workings+of+Planet+Earth&sca_esv=50f0798ce800e7d9&ei=V34Mau2mFNyGw8cPtP_ugQg&ved=0ahUKEwitrsCW0sWUAxVcw_ACHbS_O4AQ4dUDCBI&uact=5&oq=The+Wondrous+Workings+of+Planet+Earth&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiJVRoZSBXb25kcm91cyBXb3JraW5ncyBvZiBQbGFuZXQgRWFydGgyBRAuGIAEMgUQABiABDIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yCxAAGIAEGIoFGIYDMgUQABjvBTIIEAAYgAQYogQyFBAuGIAEGJcFGNwEGN4EGOAE2AECSMYIUABY5gNwAXgAkAEAmAGmAaABpgGqAQMwLjG4AQPIAQD4AQH4AQKYAgKgAr0BqAIUwgIWEC4YgAQYigUYQxjnBhjqAhi0AtgBAcICFhAAGIAEGIoFGEMY5wYY6gIYtALYAQHCAhYQLhhDGIAEGIoFGOcGGOoCGLQC2AEBwgIQEAAYAxiPARjqAhi0AtgBAsICEBAuGAMYjwEY6gIYtALYAQKYAw3xBVatrUFGnZ77ugYECAEYB7oGBggCEAEYCpIHAzEuMaAHwgiyBwMwLjG4B7ABwgcFMi0xLjHIBxGACAE&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=No+World+Too+Big&sca_esv=50f0798ce800e7d9&ei=LX8MapW6Beq5wN4PwOeFkAY&biw=1272&bih=588&ved=0ahUKEwjVhLf80sWUAxXqHNAFHcBzAWIQ4dUDCBI&uact=5&oq=No+World+Too+Big&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiEE5vIFdvcmxkIFRvbyBCaWcyBRAuGIAEMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMhQQLhiABBiXBRjcBBjeBBjgBNgBAkjkCFAAWNwDcAF4AZABAJgBrAGgAawBqgEDMC4xuAEDyAEA-AEB-AECmAICoAK3AagCCsICFxAuGJECGIAEGIoFGOcGGOoCGLQC2AEBwgIXEC4YgAQYigUYkQIY5wYY6gIYtALYAQHCAhAQABgDGI8BGOoCGLQC2AEBmAMF8QXaxYrrpByPQLoGBAgBGAe6BgYIAhABGBSSBwMxLjGgB7gJsgcDMC4xuAexAcIHAzItMsgHCYAIAQ&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=Nibi%E2%80%99s+Water+Song&sca_esv=50f0798ce800e7d9&biw=1272&bih=588&ei=oH8Mapy_JNS7wN4PjYbUIQ&ved=0ahUKEwicj8Gz08WUAxXUHdAFHQ0DNQQQ4dUDCBI&uact=5&oq=Nibi%E2%80%99s+Water+Song&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiE05pYmnigJlzIFdhdGVyIFNvbmcyBRAuGIAEMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjIIEAAYFhgeGAoyBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yFBAuGIAEGJcFGNwEGN4EGOAE2AECSICvAlCqpgJY-qkCcAJ4AJABAJgB_QKgAf0CqgEDMy0xuAEDyAEA-AEB-AECmAIDoAKXA6gCCsICCBAuGIAEGLADwgIHEAAYHhiwA8ICCRAAGAgYHhiwA8ICCBAAGO8FGLADwgIXEC4YgAQYigUYkQIY5wYY6gIYtALYAQHCAhcQABiABBiKBRiRAhjnBhjqAhi0AtgBAcICHRAuGIAEGIoFGJECGOcGGMcBGNEDGOoCGLQC2AEBwgIQEAAYAxiPARjqAhi0AtgBAcICEBAuGAMYjwEY6gIYtALYAQGYAwXxBZZbPeYKAa-0iAYBkAYHugYECAEYB7oGBggCEAEYFJIHBTIuMy0xoAeeCrIHAzMtMbgHiwPCBwUyLTIuMcgHE4AIAQ&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=Green+Green%3A+A+Community+Gardening+Story&sca_esv=50f0798ce800e7d9&biw=1272&bih=588&ei=4n8MavWgB8bHp84P1_SkwAs&ved=0ahUKEwj1meDS08WUAxXG48kDHVc6CbgQ4dUDCBI&uact=5&oq=Green+Green%3A+A+Community+Gardening+Story&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiKEdyZWVuIEdyZWVuOiBBIENvbW11bml0eSBHYXJkZW5pbmcgU3RvcnkyBRAuGIAEMgUQABiABDIGEAAYFhgeMgsQABiABBiKBRiGAzILEAAYgAQYigUYhgMyBRAAGO8FMhQQLhiABBiXBRjcBBjeBBjgBNgBAki1CFAAWOkDcAF4AJABAJgBnwGgAZ8BqgEDMC4xuAEDyAEA-AEB-AECmAICoAKrAagCCsICFxAAGIAEGIoFGJECGOcGGOoCGLQC2AEBwgIQEAAYAxiPARjqAhi0AtgBAZgDBPEFwutsWU5ug-a6BgQIARgHugYGCAIQARgUkgcDMS4xoAe5B7IHAzAuMbgHpwHCBwMyLTLIBwmACAE&sclient=gws-wiz-serp


 

 

Over and Under the Rainforest  
Kate Messner 
Explores the biodiversity of the rainforest and the creatures living within it. 

 

Big Ideas for Little Environmentalists 
Box Set 
Features books on Jane Goodall, Rachel Carson, Wangari Maathai, and Aldo Leopold 

 

 

Books for Adult 
The Intersectional Environmentalist 
Leah Thomas 
A primer on dismantling systems of oppression to protect people and the planet, 
focusing on environmental justice. 

 

Braiding Sweetgrass 
Robin Wall Kimmerer 
Indigenous wisdom with scientific knowledge for a comprehensive view of ecological 
stewardship. 

 

All We Can Save 
Ayana Elizabeth Johnson & Katharine Wilkinson 
An anthology of diverse women leading on climate issues, combining essays, poetry, and 
art. 

 

The Colors of Nature 
Various 
Explores the relationship between culture and place, emphasizing the intersection of 
cultural diversity and ecological awareness. 

 

Ecoliterat 
Daniel Goleman 
Offers educators tools to cultivate emotional, social, and ecological intelligence. 

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Over+and+Under+the+Rainforest+&sca_esv=50f0798ce800e7d9&biw=1272&bih=588&ei=DIAMaqa8GM-_p84P4I2OqAY&ved=0ahUKEwim8vTm08WUAxXP38kDHeCGA2UQ4dUDCBI&uact=5&oq=Over+and+Under+the+Rainforest+&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiHk92ZXIgYW5kIFVuZGVyIHRoZSBSYWluZm9yZXN0IDILEC4YkQIYgAQYigUyBRAAGIAEMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjILEAAYgAQYigUYhgMyCBAAGIAEGKIEMhoQLhiRAhiABBiKBRiXBRjcBBjeBBjgBNgBAkivBlAAWL4DcAF4AJABAJgBqwGgAasBqgEDMC4xuAEDyAEA-AEB-AECmAICoAK9AagCCsICFxAAGIAEGIoFGJECGOcGGOoCGLQC2AEBwgIQEAAYAxiPARjqAhi0AtgBAZgDCfEF0M-T2pigPPm6BgQIARgHugYGCAIQARgUkgcDMS4xoAfxBrIHAzAuMbgHtAHCBwMyLTLIBw6ACAE&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=Big+Ideas+for+Little+Environmentalists&sca_esv=50f0798ce800e7d9&biw=1272&bih=588&ei=MoAMaouWKd3Dp84P_-TJqA4&ved=0ahUKEwiL95T508WUAxXd4ckDHX9yEuUQ4dUDCBI&uact=5&oq=Big+Ideas+for+Little+Environmentalists&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiJkJpZyBJZGVhcyBmb3IgTGl0dGxlIEVudmlyb25tZW50YWxpc3RzMgUQABiABDILEAAYgAQYigUYhgMyBRAAGO8FMgUQABjvBTIIEAAYiQUYogQyBRAAGO8FSI8JUABYoANwAXgAkAEAmAGeAaABngGqAQMwLjG4AQPIAQD4AQH4AQKYAgKgAqoBqAIKwgIXEC4YgAQYigUYkQIY5wYY6gIYtALYAQHCAhcQLhiRAhiABBiKBRjnBhjqAhi0AtgBAcICEBAAGAMYjwEY6gIYtALYAQGYAwjxBStvQd8CEDoFugYECAEYB5IHAzEuMaAHtQSyBwMwLjG4B6EBwgcFMC4xLjHIBwmACAE&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=The+Intersectional+Environmentalist&sca_esv=50f0798ce800e7d9&biw=1272&bih=588&ei=boAMavLFK-i7wN4P76SJ4Q0&ved=0ahUKEwjytOWV1MWUAxXoHdAFHW9SItwQ4dUDCBI&uact=5&oq=The+Intersectional+Environmentalist&gs_lp=&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=Braiding+Sweetgrass&sca_esv=50f0798ce800e7d9&biw=1272&bih=588&ei=s4AMarTOPPX_p84PicfQ8Ag&ved=0ahUKEwj08-m21MWUAxX1_8kDHYkjFI4Q4dUDCBI&uact=5&oq=Braiding+Sweetgrass&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiE0JyYWlkaW5nIFN3ZWV0Z3Jhc3NIAFAAWABwAHgAkAEAmAEAoAEAqgEAuAEDyAEAmAIAoAIAmAMAkgcAoAcAsgcAuAcAwgcAyAcAgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=All+We+Can+Save&sca_esv=50f0798ce800e7d9&biw=1272&bih=588&ei=1oAMariWGv3Ap84Pt6_syAQ&ved=0ahUKEwi42Z_H1MWUAxV94MkDHbcXG0kQ4dUDCBI&uact=5&oq=All+We+Can+Save&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiD0FsbCBXZSBDYW4gU2F2ZTIFEC4YgAQyBRAAGIAEMgUQABiABDIFEAAYgAQyBRAAGIAEMgUQABiABDIFEAAYgAQyBRAAGIAEMgUQABiABDIFEAAYgAQyFBAuGIAEGJcFGNwEGN4EGOAE2AECSKAIUABYrANwAXgBkAEAmAGOAaABjgGqAQMwLjG4AQPIAQD4AQH4AQKYAgKgAp0BqAIUwgIWEC4YgAQYigUYQxjnBhjqAhi0AtgBAcICFhAAGIAEGIoFGEMY5wYY6gIYtALYAQHCAhAQABgDGI8BGOoCGLQC2AECmAMF8QWGc1AhpQHjJroGBAgBGAe6BgYIAhABGAqSBwMxLjGgB7gHsgcDMC4xuAeYAcIHBTItMS4xyAcMgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=The+Colors+of+Nature&sca_esv=50f0798ce800e7d9&biw=1272&bih=588&ei=AYEMauyJFarkwN4PrPCvEQ&ved=0ahUKEwisjtvb1MWUAxUqMtAFHSz4KwIQ4dUDCBI&uact=5&oq=The+Colors+of+Nature&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiFFRoZSBDb2xvcnMgb2YgTmF0dXJlMgUQLhiABDIFEAAYgAQyBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMhQQLhiABBiXBRjcBBjeBBjgBNgBAki6DFC0B1i0B3ABeAGQAQCYAZcBoAGXAaoBAzAuMbgBA8gBAPgBAfgBApgCAqACpwGoAhTCAhYQLhhDGIAEGIoFGOcGGOoCGLQC2AEBwgIWEC4YgAQYigUYQxjnBhjqAhi0AtgBAcICFhAAGIAEGIoFGEMY5wYY6gIYtALYAQHCAhAQABgDGI8BGOoCGLQC2AECwgIQEC4YAxiPARjqAhi0AtgBApgDBvEFxKiZ9QHO1e66BgQIARgHugYGCAIQARgKkgcDMS4xoAf1CLIHAzAuMbgHoQHCBwMyLTLIBwyACAE&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=Ecoliterat&sca_esv=50f0798ce800e7d9&biw=1272&bih=588&ei=MoEMapC1EPfUp84P5NW0sQU&ved=0ahUKEwiQloXz1MWUAxV36skDHeQqLVYQ4dUDCBI&uact=5&oq=Ecoliterat&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiCkVjb2xpdGVyYXQyBRAuGIAEMgUQABiABDIHEC4YgAQYCjIHEAAYgAQYCjIEEAAYHjIEEAAYHjIEEAAYHjIGEAAYHhgKMhQQLhiABBiXBRjcBBjeBBjgBNgBAkiGCFAAWKIDcAF4AZABAJgBngGgAZ4BqgEDMC4xuAEDyAEA-AEB-AECmAICoAKxAagCCsICFxAAGIAEGIoFGJECGOcGGOoCGLQC2AEBwgIQEAAYAxiPARjqAhi0AtgBAZgDCPEFjnzAUG6nVOW6BgQIARgHugYGCAIQARgUkgcDMS4xoAe6CbIHAzAuMbgHqQHCBwUyLTEuMcgHDoAIAQ&sclient=gws-wiz-serp


 
Books for Educators 

Environmental Liberation Education 
Micaela Rubalcava 
Provides culturally responsive tools for teaching, featuring mindfulness and diversity 
circles. 

 

Last Child in the Woods 
Richard Louv 
Explores the link between children's health and nature connection, a key resource for 
educators and parents. 

 

Braiding Sweetgrass for Young Adults 
Adapted version that brings Indigenous perspectives into classrooms, helping students 
understand ecological ethics.  

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Environmental+Liberation+Education&sca_esv=50f0798ce800e7d9&biw=1272&bih=588&ei=XIEMap6nK5LLp84P6tXE8AM&ved=0ahUKEwiexaOH1cWUAxWS5ckDHeoqET4Q4dUDCBI&uact=5&oq=Environmental+Liberation+Education&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiIkVudmlyb25tZW50YWwgTGliZXJhdGlvbiBFZHVjYXRpb24yBhAAGBYYHjILEAAYgAQYigUYhgMyCxAAGIAEGIoFGIYDMgUQABjvBTIIEAAYiQUYogQyBRAAGO8FMggQABiABBiiBEjED1AAWJsKcAF4AZABAJgBvQGgAb0BqgEDMC4xuAEDyAEA-AEB-AECmAICoALOAagCFMICFhAAGIAEGIoFGEMY5wYY6gIYtALYAQHCAhAQABgDGI8BGOoCGLQC2AECwgIQEC4YAxiPARjqAhi0AtgBApgDCuIDBRIBMSBA8QWdpknuUXT357oGBAgBGAe6BgYIAhABGAqSBwMxLjGgB4YEsgcDMC4xuAfEAcIHBTItMS4xyAcNgAgB&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.bing.com/search?qs=AS&pq=Last+Child+in+the+Woods&sk=CSYN1&sc=15-23&q=last+child+in+the+woods&cvid=9b7d10294e544bef9a592297d876f290&gs_lcrp=EgRlZGdlKgYIABAAGEAyBggAEAAYQDIGCAEQLhhAMgYIAhAAGEAyBggDEAAYQDIGCAQQABhAMgYIBRAAGEAyBggGEAAYQDIGCAcQABhAMgYICBAAGEAyCAgJEOkHGPxV0gEIMTUxNWowajSoAgiwAgE&FORM=ANAB01&PC=U531&source=chrome.ob
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Braiding+Sweetgrass+for+Young+Adults&cvid=189cdd8992cf4b429dbe9294194245a9&gs_lcrp=EgRlZGdlKgYIABBFGDkyBggAEEUYOTIGCAEQABhAMgYIAhAAGEAyBggDEAAYQDIGCAQQABhAMgYIBRAAGEAyBggGEAAYQDIGCAcQABhAMgYICBAAGEAyCAgJEOkHGPxV0gEIMTc1NWowajmoAgiwAgE&FORM=ANAB01&PC=U531&source=chrome.ob

