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Top DEP Stories 
 
Times News: AZR says it’s not responsible for lead issues  
https://www.tnonline.com/azr-says-it%E2%80%99s-not-responsible-lead-issues 
 
Pennlive: PFAS chemicals in drinking water: How one Pa. homeowner took matters into his own hands 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2019/04/pfas-contamination-how-one-pa-homeowner-took-matters-
into-his-own-hands.html 
 
ABC27: Suez Water: 'Water is safe to drink' in Newberry Township 
https://www.abc27.com/news/local/york/suez-water-water-is-safe-to-drink-in-newberry-
township/1948952996 
 
Post-Gazette: Emotional speakers beg for stronger controls on methane emissions 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2019/04/23/Emotional-testimony-highlights-
methane-emission-health-impacts/stories/201904230154 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Volunteers make quick work of Jim Mayer Riverswalk Trail cleanup 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/volunteers-make-quick-work-of-jim-mayer-riverswalk-trail-
cleanup/article ede60324-6644-11e9-a8e8-6ba3d8125a81.html 
 
WESA: Methane Hearing Draws Concern Over State Rules, Talk Of Promising New Technology 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/methane-hearing-draws-concern-over-state-rules-talk-promising-new-
technology 
 
WITF/StateImpact: Methane hearing draws concern over state rules 
https://www.witf.org/news/2019/04/methane-hearing-draws-concern-over-state-rules.php 
 
Mentions 
 
Citizens’ Voice: Deficiencies found in city's recycling program 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/deficiencies-found-in-city-s-recycling-program-1.2474097 
 
Pennsylvania Capital-Star: Environmental proponents to state Senate panel: Pa. needs better methane 
regulations 
https://www.penncapital-star.com/blog/environmental-proponents-to-state-senate-panel-pa-needs-
better-methane-regulations/ 
 
Bucks County Courier Times: Pa. Sen. Maria Collett introduces two PFAS bills 
https://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/news/20190423/pa-sen-maria-collett-introduces-two-pfas-
bills 
 
Restore Pennsylvania 
 
Reading Eagle: State official visits Berks park to promote tax proposal 
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/article/state-official-visits-berks-park-to-promote-tax-proposal 



 
Air 
 
WESA: Pittsburgh Metro Area's Air Quality Is Getting Worse, American Lung Association Says 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/pittsburgh-metro-areas-air-quality-getting-worse-american-lung-
association-says 
 
Citizen’s Voice: Mixed verdict in air quality report 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/mixed-verdict-in-air-quality-report-1.2474094 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Lancaster County's air quality, among the worst in the country, again gets failing 
grades 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/lancaster-county-s-air-quality-among-the-worst-in-
the/article 0f37786c-65ed-11e9-87b7-bb899b20b860.html 
 
Erie Times: Erie region among cleanest in air report 
https://www.goerie.com/news/20190424/erie-region-among-cleanest-in-air-report 
 
Post-Gazette: Pittsburgh region's air quality gets an 'F' grade 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/2019/04/24/Pittsburgh-regional-air-quality-gets-failing-grades-
again/stories/201904230099 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Pittsburgh region gets an 'F' for air quality 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2019/04/24/pittsburgh-region-gets-an-f-for-air-
quality.html?iana=hpmvp pit news headline  
 
WPXI: Pittsburgh metro area receives failing grade from ALA for poor air quality 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/pittsburgh-metro-area-receives-failing-grade-from-ala-for-
poor-air-quality/942926865 
 
Climate Change 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Bucknell forum panelists explain Green New Deal 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/snyder county/bucknell-forum-panelists-explain-green-new-
deal/article bf8b7ff0-b3b8-5b23-9a40-33530de41fb6.html 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
ABC27: 300 trees planted in Susquehanna Township 
https://www.abc27.com/news/local/harrisburg/300-trees-planted-in-susquehanna-
township/1947895675 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: 7 parks near Lancaster County to check out during National Parks Week 
https://lancasteronline.com/features/together/parks-near-lancaster-county-to-check-out-during-
national-parks/article ea4feaae-47cd-11e8-8025-d7b84e9ad900.html 
 
The Derrick: New playground area in works at Clarion County park 



https://www.thederrick.com/news/front page/new-playground-area-in-works-at-clarion-county-
park/article abe0f760-dc74-5254-b1a1-4f2f26c6f172.html 
 
Times Observer: Bee happy 
http://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2019/04/bee-happy/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Recreation leaders plan for Earth Day events, trail races 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/recreation-leaders-plan-for-earth-day-events-trail-
races/article f80a8b96-6247-11e9-b06a-1731c86dba96.html  
  
Leader Times: West Penn Power’s 2019 tree trimming program is underway in Armstrong County 
https://www.leadertimes.com/articles/west-penn-powers-2019-tree-trimming-program-is-underway-
in-armstrong-county/ 
 
WESA: Wolf's Signature Makes Hellbender State's Official Amphibian 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/wolfs-signature-makes-hellbender-states-official-amphibian  
 
Tribune-Review: Clarion River featured on postage stamp next month 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/clarion-river-featured-on-postage-stamp-next-month/ 
 
Eastern Hellbender 
 
Pennlive: Hellbender’s return: What’s being done for Pennsylvania’s new official amphibian? 
https://www.pennlive.com/life/2019/04/hellbenders-return-whats-being-done-for-pennsylvanias-new-
official-amphibian.html 
 
York Daily Record: It's official: The Eastern hellbender is Pennsylvania's state amphibian 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/2019/04/16/eastern-hellbender-salamander-become-pennsylvania-
state-amphibian/3486291002/ 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: 'Snot otter' named Pennsylvania's official amphibian 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/capital region/snot-otter-named-pennsylvania-s-official-
amphibian/article a36fcdcc-5e0a-511f-8d73-99a7d79de4d2.html 
 
WITF: Snot otter? Lasagna lizard? By any name, it's Pa.'s official amphibian 
https://www.witf.org/state-house-sound-bites/2019/04/snot-otter-lasagna-lizard-by-any-name-its-pas-
official-amphibian.php 
 
WGAL: Eastern hellbender now Pennsylvania's official state amphibian 
https://www.wgal.com/article/eastern-hellbender-now-pennsylvanias-official-state-
amphibian/27245248 
 
PA Capital-Star: In call to arms for environmental action, Wolf and lawmakers name Eastern hellbender 
state amphibian 
https://www.penncapital-star.com/energy-environment/in-call-to-arms-for-environmental-action-wolf-
and-lawmakers-name-eastern-hellbender-state-amphibian/ 
 
Public News Service: PA Designates Official State Amphibian 



https://www.publicnewsservice.org/2019-04-24/environment/pa-designates-official-state-
amphibian/a66255-1 
 
Towanda Daily Review: Naming of state amphibian highlights environmental issues, students’ role in 
lawmaking process 
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/naming-of-state-amphibian-highlights-environmental-
issues-students-role-in/article e98fed59-0ef8-5bd6-b6ad-fbd456a47ef6.html 
 
Times Observer: Eastern hellbender makes state’s official amphibian 
http://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2019/04/easter-hellbender-makes-states-official-
amphibian/ 
 
Tribune-Review: How many hellbenders live in Western Pa.? Group hopes to learn this summer 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/how-many-hellbenders-live-in-western-pa-group-to-
search-this-summer/ 
 
Energy 
 
Standard Speaker: Packer Twp. begins hearings on Broad Mountain windmill plans 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/news/packer-twp-begins-hearings-on-broad-mountain-windmill-
plans-1.2473405 
 
ABC27: Rally held to support bill that would save TMI 
https://www.abc27.com/news/local/harrisburg/rally-held-to-support-bill-that-would-save-
tmi/1949067778 
 
PR Newswire: Susquehanna Steam Electric Station Unit 2 Resumes Generating Safe, Carbon-free 
Electricity Following Scheduled Refueling Outage 
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/susquehanna-steam-electric-station-unit-2-resumes-
generating-safe-carbon-free-electricity-following-scheduled-refueling-outage-300836431.html 
 
Erie Times: Our view: Harness Lake Erie’s wind energy | Opinion 
https://www.goerie.com/opinion/20190424/our-view-harness-lake-eries-wind-energy 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: When office buildings go beyond green 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2019/04/24/when-office-buildings-go-beyond-
green.html 
 
Mining 
 
Beaver County Times: Histories & Mysteries: Coal fuels region with prosperity, labor strikes — and 
violence 
https://www.timesonline.com/entertainmentlife/20190423/histories-amp-mysteries-coal-fuels-region-
with-prosperity-labor-strikes---and-violence 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
WTAJ: Gas pipeline resumes service after sinkhole-related shutdown 



https://www.wearecentralpa.com/news/gas-pipeline-resumes-service-after-sinkhole-related-
shutdown/1948738689 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Seven things we learned from the Rices' proxy filing in its fight for control of 
EQT 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2019/04/23/seven-things-we-learned-from-the-rices-
proxy.html 
 
Radiation Protection 
 
Tribune-Review: Study: Ewing sarcoma rate not higher than expected in Canon-McMillan School District 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/study-ewing-sarcoma-rate-not-higher-than-expected-in-canon-
mcmillan-school-district/ 
 
Post-Gazette: No Ewing sarcoma cluster in the Canon-McMillan School District, state says 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/health/2019/04/23/Ewing-sarcoma-cluster-Canon-McMillan-
Pennsylvania-Health-Department/stories/201904230128  
 
Post-Gazette: Photographer returns to tell stories of people, places left behind at Chernobyl 
http://www.post-gazette.com/ae/art-architecture/2019/04/24/Photographer-Michael-Haritan-
Chernobyl-nuclear-disaster-Pittsburgh/stories/201904240004  
 
Observer-Reporter: Group protests outside Sen. Bartolotta's office over closed-door cancer meeting 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/group-protests-outside-sen-bartolotta-s-office-over-
closed-door/article 5b5cfe62-65f0-11e9-9e40-0f99f47835d9.html  
 
Observer-Reporter: State Department of Health determines Ewing's sarcoma cases in Washington 
County not statistically higher than expected  
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/state-department-of-health-determines-ewing-s-
sarcoma-cases-in/article aa5a89fc-65d8-11e9-aab0-6f19f3b8eb90.html 
 
Vector Management 
 
York Daily Record: PA tick crisis: How to protect your home, children and dogs from Lyme disease 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/2019/04/23/ticks-pa-lyme-disease-symptoms-how-protect-your-kids-
dogs/3542210002/ 
 
Waste 
 
Citizens’ Voice: Mayor sought recycling fee hike as $785,000 remained unpaid 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/mayor-sought-recycling-fee-hike-as-785-000-remained-unpaid-
1.2474093 
 
Scranton Times: Shredfest, tire recycling events in Clarks Summit scheduled for Saturday 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/shredfest-tire-recycling-events-in-clarks-summit-scheduled-
for-saturday-1.2474195 
 
WTAJ: Shred-it and unused prescription take back day 



https://www.wearecentralpa.com/news/shred-it-and-unused-prescription-take-back-day/1948886825 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Frustration mounts for city residents—as does yard debris 
http://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2019/04/frustration-mounts-for-city-residents-as-does-
yard-debris/ 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Township offers Dumpster Day funds for county recycling program 
https://www.dailyitem.com/the danville news/news/township-offers-dumpster-day-funds-for-county-
recycling-program/article 158795fe-cf63-5037-86d9-bd1a7243634f.html 
 
Sharon Herald: Hermitage considers 5-year trash pact 
https://www.sharonherald.com/news/hermitage-considers--year-trash-pact/article 12eb7dd4-6573-
11e9-bf1f-db2ab2de30b1.html 
 
Tribune-Review: 2-cent fee proposed for single-use plastic bags in Pennsylvania 
https://triblive.com/news/pennsylvania/proposed-2-cent-fee-on-single-use-plastic-bags-in-pa/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Photo Gallery: Earth Day clean-up at Beechwood Farms 
https://triblive.com/local/fox-chapel/photo-gallery-earth-day-clean-up-at-beechwood-farms/  
 
Observer-Reporter: LETTER: Garbage is everywhere 
https://observer-reporter.com/opinion/letters/letter-garbage-is-everywhere/article 772a49de-62c0-
11e9-81a8-cbb47074d903.html 
 
Water 
 
Doylestown Intelligencer: Pa. Sen. Maria Collett introduces two PFAS bills 
https://www.theintell.com/news/20190423/pa-sen-maria-collett-introduces-two-pfas-bills 
 
Republican Herald: Hegins-Hubley Authority to decide on design firm for joint system 
https://www.republicanherald.com/news/hegins-hubley-authority-to-decide-on-design-firm-for-joint-
system-1.2473593 
 
Reading Eagle: Boyertown schools' water found to be safe 
https://www.readingeagle.com/news/article/boyertown-schools-water-found-to-be-safe 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Commissioners talk reassessment, Sylvan Dell 
http://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2019/04/commissioners-talk-reassessment-sylvan-dell/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Governor signs bill recognizing amphibian 
http://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2019/04/governor-signs-bill-recognizing-amphibian/ 
 
Towanda Daily Review: PennDOT to repair flood damaged Irish Ridge Road and bridge 
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/penndot-to-repair-flood-damaged-irish-ridge-road-and-
bridge/article 1cf87b6e-ca49-54da-be71-dcdd00bd2d5b.html 
 
Towanda Daily Review: PEMA holding informational meetings for flooding grant program 



https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/pema-holding-informational-meetings-for-flooding-grant-
program/article d71d81c7-1e66-5506-ad2d-ad8530c8d9c5.html 
 
Danville News: Mahoning invests water, sewer sale revenues 
https://www.dailyitem.com/the danville news/news/mahoning-invests-water-sewer-sale-
revenues/article 68b08ac3-2b5c-5554-8c32-c0683290652b.html 
 
Erie Times: Millcreek supervisors address flooding, tax dispute 
https://www.goerie.com/news/20190423/millcreek-supervisors-address-flooding-tax-dispute 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Hughesville anxious for work to begin on stream bank 
http://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2019/04/hughesville-anxious-for-work-to-begin-on-
stream-bank/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Storm water fee proposed for Latrobe property owners 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/storm-water-fee-proposed-for-latrobe-property-owners/ 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Homeowners invited to stormwater workshop on April 30 
http://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/2019-04-
23/Front Page/Homeowners invited to stormwater workshop on April.html  
 
WPXI: Water main break rips apart sidewalk, floods street in downtown Pittsburgh 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/top-stories/water-main-break-rips-apart-sidewalk-floods-street-in-
downtown-pittsburgh/942922603  
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Latrobe property owners likely to be on hook for $1M in fees for stormwater program 
http://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/2019-04-
23/Front Page/Latrobe property owners likely to be on hook for 1.html  
  
Tribune-Review: Storm water fee proposed for Latrobe property owners 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/storm-water-fee-proposed-for-latrobe-property-owners/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Water main break floods Penn Avenue in Pittsburgh 
https://triblive.com/local/pittsburgh-allegheny/water-main-break-floods-penn-avenue-in-pittsburgh/ 
 
Observer-Reporter: Water storage tanks to be upgraded in Claysville, Union 
https://observer-reporter.com/business/water-storage-tanks-to-be-upgraded-in-claysville-
union/article fcacc4ca-650d-11e9-a307-ebc6b3a5ce68.html  
 
WJAC: Boil-water advisory issued for Ebensburg area 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/boil-water-advisory-issued-for-ebensburg-area 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Lebanon Daily News: Comcast to clean Stoever’s Dam Park 
https://www.ldnews.com/get-
access/?return=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ldnews.com%2Fstory%2Fnews%2F2019%2F04%2F23%2Fstoever
s-dam-park-lebanon-pa-harrisburg-comcast-volunteers-cleaning-landscaping%2F3554704002%2F 



 
KDKA: Homewood Community Unveils Plans To Transform Neighborhood 
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2019/04/24/homewood-community-development-plans/  
 
Post-Gazette: Mt. Lebanon goes green 6 days after Earth Day 
http://www.post-gazette.com/life/food/2019/04/24/Earth-Day-food-vendors-green-environment-
Pittsburgh/stories/201904240008 
 
Post-Gazette: Hazelwood Initiative buying 63 properties to preserve affordability 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2019/04/23/Agreement-Hazelwood-Intiative-affordable-
housing/stories/201904230112 


