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Top DEP Stories 
 
Indiana Gazette: Shapiro: Final OK sought for consent decree to keep Key-Con plants operating 
https://www.indianagazette.com/business/shapiro-final-ok-sought-for-consent-decree-to-keep-key-
con-plants-operating/article_9cbfce1e-c496-4202-9f1c-23093d3a5f34.html 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Plan may stop Berwick seeping; DEP says state seeking funds to replace 
cleanup tax 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/news/2026/04/22/1/plan-may-stop-berwick-seeping  
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Money for bottled water, filtration drying up  
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/news/2026/04/22/1/money-bottled-water-filtration-drying  
 
 
Mentions 
 
WTAE: Century-old underground fuel tanks found in Harrison | DEP works on removal 
https://www.wtae.com/article/underground-fuel-tanks-found-damaged-stop-n-shop-parking-lot-
harrison/71095304 
 
TribLive: Gasoline smell leads to discovery of damaged underground tanks in Harrison 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/gasoline-smell-leads-to-discovery-of-damaged-
underground-tanks-in-harrison/ 
 
Times Leader: Sugarloaf Twp. Supervisors request withdrawal of warehouse application 
https://www.timesleader.com/news/1739463/sugarloaf-twp-supervisors-request-withdrawal-of-
warehouse-application 
 
Kane Republican: Proposed solar ordinance sparks community divide, legal threats in McKean County 
https://kanerepublican.pressreader.com/kane-republican/20260422/281505052806649/textview 
 
Meadville Tribune: Likely cause of sewer pump failure identified 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/likely-cause-of-sewer-pump-failure-
identified/article_9e305670-5275-4334-b79f-ca2b8c041c70.html 
 
PA Environment Digest: DEP Tells House Committee It’s Not Sure What Will Be In Its Plan To Reduce 
Methane Emissions From Oil & Gas Operations It Needs To Submit To EPA In January 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2026/04/dep-tells-house-committee-its-not-sure.html  
 
Vista Today: Local Anglers Inject Trout Into White Clay Creek Waterways for Fishing 
https://vista.today/2026/04/white-clay-creek-trout-stock/ 
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Air 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Annual air quality report again gives Pittsburgh a failing grade, but some 
question findings 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/health/2026/04/22/air-quality-pittsburgh-
report/stories/202604220021 
 
Lancaster Online: Lancaster County air quality fails again, gets worse in comparison to other areas 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/health/lancaster-county-air-quality-fails-again-gets-worse-in-
comparison-to-other-areas/article_2c655a96-32dc-4752-a8fa-df3395f53e7a.html 
 
Erie Times: Where Erie County, Pa. air quality rates years after 2023 wildfires 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/healthcare/2026/04/22/erie-county-air-quality-american-lung-
association-smog-soot/89657529007/?tbref=hp 
 
KYW: More than 1 million children in Pa. are breathing unhealthy air, report finds 
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/podcasts/d81566608e783ef09f28df4e28074880/episodes/mo
re_than_1_million_children_i-8327142 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
WHYY: Earth Day: How climate change is threatening vulnerable species in Pennsylvania 
https://whyy.org/articles/vulnerable-animal-species-pennsylvania/ 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Lancaster Online: City seeks input on planned Lancaster nature preserve 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/city-seeks-input-on-planned-lancaster-nature-
preserve/article_2171bb26-c874-4f82-9b04-8abbec5a6d17.html 
 
Bradford Era: Allegheny National Forest to begin prescribed fire 
https://www.bradfordera.com/2026/04/21/allegheny-national-forest-begin-prescribed-fire/ 
 
Warren Times: Audubon to host Birdathon starting Saturday 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2026/04/audubon-to-host-birdathon-starting-
saturday/ 
 
Indiana Gazette: IUP students arrange Earth Day activities in the university's Oak Grove 
https://www.indianagazette.com/local_news/iup-students-arrange-earth-day-activities-in-the-
universitys-oak-grove/article_3262d5b6-bfce-4f4e-92be-ab2a0a55d0d6.html 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Earth Day and the promise of a greener Philadelphia 
https://www.inquirer.com/opinion/commentary/earth-day-environment-philadelphia-clean-up-
20260422.html 
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Data Centers 
 
Pennlive: Plans for data center at Dauphin County golf course remain unsettled 
https://www.pennlive.com/business/2026/04/texas-firm-continues-due-diligence-on-456m-dauphin-
golf-course-deal.html 
 
WITF: The Shapiro admin’s unusual challenge to new ICE detention centers could take years to play out 
https://www.abc27.com/spotlight-pa/the-shapiro-admins-unusual-challenge-to-new-ice-detention-
centers-could-take-years-to-play-out/ 
 
FOX43: Rally at Pa. Capitol calls for data center moratorium 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/politics/rally-at-pa-capitol-calls-data-center-moratorium/521-
d509b4d5-294c-4d97-aa67-0310f62f245e 
 
WGAL: Neighbors say PAX-1 data center blasting rattles homes in Middlesex Township 
https://www.wgal.com/article/pax-1-data-center-blasting-middlesex-township/71089119 
 
WNEP: Data center opponents question PPL transmission project in Lackawanna County 
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/lackawanna-county/data-center-opponents-question-ppl-
transmission-project-lackawanna-county-archbald-jefferson-township-jessup-olyphant/523-d36cb005-
8c1d-40bf-80a6-531a684e54d3 
 
WOLF: Residents turn out for PPL open house as concerns grow over data centers, power project 
https://fox56.com/news/local/residents-turn-out-for-ppl-open-house-as-concerns-grow-over-data-
centers-power-project 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: ‘Spineless’: Dozens packed a routine meeting for the Pennhurst data center as 
board weighs 1.9 million-square-foot proposal 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/east-vincent-pennhurst-data-center-20260421.html 
 
Daily Local: Builder cuts plans for size of proposed East Whiteland data center in half 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2026/04/21/builder-cuts-plans-for-size-of-proposed-east-whiteland-data-
center-in-half/ 
 
Pottstown Mercury: Disruptions hound Pennhurst data center hearing [VIDEO, PHOTOS] 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2026/04/21/video-photos-disruptions-hound-pennhurst-data-center-
hearing/ 
 
 
Energy 
 
ABC27: Pennsylvania will keep 2 coal-fired power plants open, earning praise from Shapiro and Trump 
https://www.abc27.com/pennsylvania/pennsylvania-will-keep-2-coal-fired-power-plants-open-earning-
praise-from-shapiro-and-trump/ 
 
Corry Journal: Columbus residents invited to solar panel discussion in Warren 
https://www.thecorryjournal.com/news/article_2200b474-3d99-46cb-9bec-a3fa4cef1df6.html 
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Philadelphia Business Journal: PECO CEO David Vahos out following rate hike backlash; Mike Innocenzo 
to return 
https://www.bizjournals.com/philadelphia/news/2026/04/21/peco-ceo-david-vahos-mike-
innocenzo.html 
 
 
Water 
 
Lancaster Online: Adamstown purchases land to protect borough's public water supply 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/ephrata/adamstown-purchases-land-to-protect-boroughs-public-
water-supply/article_b9da2ca0-1925-42a4-909f-54b641d7409a.html 
 
CBS21: Tractor-trailer driver suffered medical emergency before crashing into reservoir: coroner 
https://local21news.com/news/local/tractor-trailer-driver-steven-r-larrabee-suffered-medical-
emergency-before-crashing-into-reservoir-coroner-mifflin-county-laurel-creek-reservoir-friday-
pennsylvania 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Nonprofit leader with 20 years of experience to guide clean transportation 
coalition 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/04/21/prcc-executive-director-named.html 
 
WPXI: Animal conservationist group says workers sprayed them with chemicals at local buffalo preserve 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/animal-conservationist-group-says-workers-sprayed-them-with-
chemicals-local-buffalo-preserve/U7CH4BID7JHOZNEW7FKJ2IEKXA/ 
 
FOX43: Sahd Metal Recycling marks 21st 'Earth Day Week' with tours and eco-friendly contests 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/morning-show/sahd-metal-recycling-21st-earth-day-week-
tours-and-eco-friendly-contests/521-2d43c4e7-7508-40cc-987a-ad7329f6daf3 
 
WFMZ: Berks County joins global City Nature Challenge to document nature this April 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/reading-area/berks-county-joins-global-city-nature-
challenge-to-document-nature-this-april/article_be2c766e-b6fd-40c8-a289-e3f1d8014aad.html 
 
WNEP: 'Earth Day Pop-Up Market' in Scranton celebrates eco-friendly living 
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/lackawanna-county/earth-day-pop-up-market-scranton-
celebrates-eco-friendly-living-lackawanna-county/523-03f8ee11-40e7-4ce0-b5b0-28997997a40c 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Inside a growing movement warning AI could turn on humanity 
https://www.inquirer.com/business/technology/artificial-intelligence-doomer-influencers-safety-
20260419.html 
 
WHYY: Philadelphians who care for vacant side yards form group to push for easier land-acquisition 
process 
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-side-yard-land-bank-steward-union/ 
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Bucks County Herald: Arbor Day tree planting set for Friday in New Hope 
https://www.buckscountyherald.com/news/arbor-day-tree-planting-set-for-friday-in-new-
hope/article_634a7c3d-9007-4ce6-bd2a-15e7bcfd7632.html 
 
Daily Local: The Giant Co. rolls out 2026 Healing the Planet grant program 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2026/04/22/the-giant-co-rolls-out-2026-healing-the-planet-grant-program/ 
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