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Top DEP Stories 
 
Fox56: State highlights transformation of former Williamsport landfill into sports complex 
https://fox56.com/news/local/state-highlights-transformation-of-former-williamsport-landfill-into-
sports-complex  
 
 
Mentions 
 
TribLive: Laurel Highlands stream remains ‘impaired’ with elevated lead levels 
https://triblive.com/sports/laurel-highlands-stream-remains-impaired-with-elevated-lead-levels/ 
 
 
Air 
 
Lancaster Farming: Diesel Engine Industry Welcomes Clarity on Emission Rules 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/equipment-and-machinery/diesel-engine-industry-
welcomes-clarity-on-emission-rules/article_2a9c08f4-8af7-5025-8de8-52ce75807ffd.html 
 
WHYY: Straight ‘F’s: Philadelphia region’s air quality ranking worsens in annual lung health report 
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-region-air-quality-ranking/ 
 
Delco Today: Haverford Landscapers Oppose Gas Blower Ban That Isn’t Here Yet 
https://delco.today/2026/04/gas-leaf-blower-ban-landscapers/ 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
KDKA: Four peregrine falcon eggs hatch in nest on top of Pitt's Cathedral of Learning 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/peregrine-falcon-eggs-hatch-pitt-cathedral-of-learning/ 
 
TribLive: West Mifflin School District creates trail walk and arboretum that serves wide audience 
https://triblive.com/news/education-classroom/west-mifflin-school-district-creates-trail-walk-and-
arboretum-that-serves-wide-audience/ 
 
WNEP: West Pittston Cherry Blossom Festival celebrates 55 years with parade, music, and more 
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/luzerne-county/west-pittston-cherry-blossom-festival-
celebrates-55-years-with-parade-music-more/523-2faa052b-c4f2-4a39-9512-70c025b31fbf 
 
WOLF: Greenhouse Project and Penn State Master Gardeners lead potato-growing workshop 
https://fox56.com/news/local/greenhouse-project-and-penn-state-master-gardeners-lead-potato-
growing-workshop 

mailto:brandongla@pa.gov
https://fox56.com/news/local/state-highlights-transformation-of-former-williamsport-landfill-into-sports-complex
https://fox56.com/news/local/state-highlights-transformation-of-former-williamsport-landfill-into-sports-complex
https://triblive.com/sports/laurel-highlands-stream-remains-impaired-with-elevated-lead-levels/
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/equipment-and-machinery/diesel-engine-industry-welcomes-clarity-on-emission-rules/article_2a9c08f4-8af7-5025-8de8-52ce75807ffd.html
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/equipment-and-machinery/diesel-engine-industry-welcomes-clarity-on-emission-rules/article_2a9c08f4-8af7-5025-8de8-52ce75807ffd.html
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-region-air-quality-ranking/
https://delco.today/2026/04/gas-leaf-blower-ban-landscapers/
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/peregrine-falcon-eggs-hatch-pitt-cathedral-of-learning/
https://triblive.com/news/education-classroom/west-mifflin-school-district-creates-trail-walk-and-arboretum-that-serves-wide-audience/
https://triblive.com/news/education-classroom/west-mifflin-school-district-creates-trail-walk-and-arboretum-that-serves-wide-audience/
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/luzerne-county/west-pittston-cherry-blossom-festival-celebrates-55-years-with-parade-music-more/523-2faa052b-c4f2-4a39-9512-70c025b31fbf
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/luzerne-county/west-pittston-cherry-blossom-festival-celebrates-55-years-with-parade-music-more/523-2faa052b-c4f2-4a39-9512-70c025b31fbf
https://fox56.com/news/local/greenhouse-project-and-penn-state-master-gardeners-lead-potato-growing-workshop
https://fox56.com/news/local/greenhouse-project-and-penn-state-master-gardeners-lead-potato-growing-workshop


 
Times Leader: Hundreds turn out in good weather to cap annual Cherry Blossom Festival 
https://www.timesleader.com/news/1740013/hundreds-turn-out-in-good-weather-to-cap-annual-
cherry-blossom-festival 
 
WFMZ: Local business welcomes thrill-seekers to Lehigh River for whitewater rafting 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/poconos-coal/local-business-welcomes-thrill-seekers-to-lehigh-
river-for-whitewater-rafting/article_f38cc460-9c92-4a5b-bce6-a5ba74fbeb65.html#tncms-
source=Homepage-Top-Stories 
 
Tri-County Independent: Pennsylvania proposes new trout size limit and fish measuring rules 
https://www.tricountyindependent.com/story/sports/outdoors/2026/04/28/pennsylvania-fish-and-
boat-commission-proposes-new-regulations-on-measuring-fish/89830355007/ 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Cut back on mowing your lawn and grow a ‘pocket meadow’ with a free kit 
from Pa. 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/pennsylvania-rewilding-lawn-to-habitat-free-native-
seeds-20260428.html 
 
WHYY: Pa. wants homeowners to ditch their lawns for meadows — starting with free native plant kits 
https://whyy.org/articles/pennsylvania-meadows-free-growing-kits/ 
 
My Chesco.com: From Asylum to Open Space: The Quiet Evolution of Embreeville 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/lifestyle/from-asylum-to-open-space-the-quiet-evolution-of-
embreeville/ 
 
 
Data Centers 
 
WOLF: Proposed Archbald power plant could reshape borough and add power to grid 
https://fox56.com/news/local/proposed-archbald-power-plant-could-reshape-borough-and-add-power-
to-grid 
 
WOLF: Kids raise funds for Archbald's fight against data centers with lemonade 
https://fox56.com/news/local/kids-raise-funds-for-archbalds-fight-against-data-centers-with-lemonade 
 
The Times-Tribune: Eynon Jermyn Road power plant proposal scrutinized in Archbald 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/04/27/eynon-jermyn-road-power-plant-proposal-scrutinized-
in-archbald/ 
 
WGAL: Middlesex Township board votes in favor of data center plans despite resident concerns 
https://www.wgal.com/article/middlesex-township-board-votes-in-favor-data-center-plans/71144885 
 
FOX43: Massive data center project in Cumberland County bringing noise, concerns to nearby residents 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/cumberland-county/pennsylvania-data-centers-cumberland-
county-middlesex-township/521-e1751c89-dc9c-4727-8ddd-45a27e7a0556 
 
Bucks County Herald: Nockamixon to regulate data centers 
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https://www.buckscountyherald.com/news/nockamixon-to-regulate-data-centers/article_e89db216-
1980-473b-b298-e877d9a1c64d.html 
 
Patch.com: Montco Data Center Developer Lobbies Gov. Shapiro's Office To Take Away Appeal Rights 
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/plymouthwhitemarsh/montco-data-center-developer-lobbies-gov-
shapiros-office-take-away 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Data center plan is rejected; Developer wants to build near state game 
lands, lawyer tells township 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/news/2026/04/28/1/data-center-plan-rejected  
 
 
Drought 
 
Morning Call: What will summer be like in the Lehigh Valley? Here’s what Old Farmer’s Almanac, NOAA 
say 
https://www.mcall.com/2026/04/28/what-will-summer-be-like-in-the-lehigh-valley-heres-what-old-
farmers-almanac-noaa-say/ 
 
Morning Call: What will summer be like in the Lehigh Valley? Here’s what Old Farmer’s Almanac, NOAA 
say 
https://www.mcall.com/2026/04/28/what-will-summer-be-like-in-the-lehigh-valley-heres-what-old-
farmers-almanac-noaa-say/ 
 
 
Energy 
 
Meadville Tribune: Crawford Central to vote on solar project 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/crawford-central-to-vote-on-solar-project/article_5ad62528-
e753-4381-a3d7-d9ec12cf26db.html 
 
WHYY: The Big Fix: How to power our future 
https://whyy.org/episodes/the-big-fix-power-energy-renewables-fossilfuels/ 
 
WHYY: As the Trump administration and major tech companies promote nuclear energy, is the industry 
making a comeback? 
https://whyy.org/segments/as-the-trump-administration-and-major-tech-companies-promote-nuclear-
energy-is-the-industry-making-a-comeback/ 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Ignoring renewable energy is stupid (LTE) 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/news/2026/04/28/12/ignoring-renewable-energy-stupid  
 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Bradford Era: Bradford Rotary continues tradition with spring highway clean-up 
https://www.bradfordera.com/2026/04/27/bradford-rotary-continues-tradition-spring-highway-
clean%e2%80%91up/ 
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Republican Herald: Odes to trees read at Arbor Day program in Charles Baber Cemetery 
https://www.republicanherald.com/2026/04/27/odes-to-trees-read-at-arbor-day-program-in-charles-
baber-cemetery/ 
 
 
Waste 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Karl Horman resigns from stormwater authority; authority receives first fee payments 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/karl-horman-resigns-from-stormwater-authority-
authority-receives-first-fee-payments/article_ac2a605b-1cee-4752-8d18-efee1845a1b2.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Weis Markets Charitable Foundation donates $2500 for Susquehanna River cleanup 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/weis-markets-charitable-foundation-donates-2-500-for-
susquehanna-river-cleanup/article_7607db12-2346-44ca-a3f8-1edca4cfcab1.html 
 
 
Water 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: NLRB ruling: Pittsburgh water utility workers can choose new union 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/career-workplace/2026/04/28/national-labor-relations-board-
pa-american-water/stories/202604240068 
 
Butler Eagle: Saxonburg Area Authority working to upgrade last of old clay pipes 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20260428/saxonburg-area-authority-working-to-upgrade-last-of-old-clay-
pipes/ 
 
The Times-Tribune: Griffin Pond dam gets funding for upgrades 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/04/26/griffin-pond-dam-gets-funding-for-upgrades/ 
 
Pennlive: Gettysburg’s beaver controversy is a false choice between history and nature  
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2026/04/gettysburgs-beaver-controversy-is-a-false-choice-
between-history-and-nature-opinion.html 
 
Lancaster Online: EPA team to check water pipes for Lancaster city customers 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/epa-team-to-check-water-pipes-for-lancaster-city-
customers/article_4abcc205-a142-4dbf-8469-6ed1e00b8b35.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Elizabethtown Borough Council refuses to vote on plan to cut representation on 
regional water board 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/elizabethtown-borough-council-refuses-to-vote-on-plan-to-
cut-representation-on-regional-water-board/article_fa5202fe-5d6b-4bc9-8905-6001d795dc73.html 
 
WGAL: Constellation seeks Susquehanna River water for Three Mile Island restart 
https://www.wgal.com/article/constellation-susquehanna-river-water-three-mile-island-
restart/71143042 
 
WTAJ: $300k grant awarded to Nanty Glo Borough for flood-control system improvements 
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https://www.wtaj.com/news/local-news/300k-grant-awarded-to-nanty-glo-borough-for-flood-control-
system-improvements/ 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Salem Township residents may not need sewer hookup 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/news/2026/04/25/1/salem-township-residents-may-not-need-
sewer-hookup  
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Mon Valley Independent: North Belle Vernon Police welcome electric vehicle 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2026/04/28/police-welcome-electric-vehicle/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Westinghouse Electric names Sumner permanent CEO after year as interim 
leader 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/04/27/westinghouse-electric-permanent-ceo-dan-
sumner.html 
 
KDKA: Hundreds of people celebrate Earth Day at annual Mount Lebanon celebration 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/mount-lebanon-earth-day-celebration-2026/ 
 
Erie Times: Lenders file for foreclosure against International Recycling Group 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/local/2026/04/28/irg-faces-foreclosure-unused-recycling-plant-
property-erie/89754643007/ 
 
WFMZ: Upper Saucon OKs zoning change to pave way for proposed 1.2K residential units at ‘Promenade 
Park’ 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/lehighvalley/northampton-county/bethlehem-area/upper-saucon-
oks-zoning-change-to-pave-way-for-proposed-1-2k-residential-units-at/article_b306aea4-b220-4dbf-
bb88-e507dfec1857.html#tncms-source=Homepage-Top-Stories 
 
Lehighvalleylive: Former EPA officials push U.S. to ban deadly weed killer linked to Parkinson’s 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/news/2026/04/former-epa-officials-push-us-to-ban-deadly-weed-
killer-linked-to-parkinsons.html 
 
Lebtown: Grasslands project at Refuse Authority seeks to attract birds 
https://lebtown.com/2026/04/28/grasslands-project-at-refuse-authority-seeks-to-attract-birds/ 
 
Lewistown Sentinel: Huntingdon is Tree City USA 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/huntingdon-is-tree-city-usa/article_bc339f55-14f9-
4310-b3ef-e687e9937d13.html 
 
Gettysburg Times: Mount Joy awarded dirt road grant 
https://www.gettysburgtimes.com/news/local/mount-joy-awarded-dirt-road-grant/article_36499a81-
a9dc-438b-8da8-3694de771805.html 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Trump withdraws nominee to lead national parks as peak tourist season nears 
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https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/news/2026/04/former-epa-officials-push-us-to-ban-deadly-weed-killer-linked-to-parkinsons.html
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/news/2026/04/former-epa-officials-push-us-to-ban-deadly-weed-killer-linked-to-parkinsons.html
https://lebtown.com/2026/04/28/grasslands-project-at-refuse-authority-seeks-to-attract-birds/
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/huntingdon-is-tree-city-usa/article_bc339f55-14f9-4310-b3ef-e687e9937d13.html
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/huntingdon-is-tree-city-usa/article_bc339f55-14f9-4310-b3ef-e687e9937d13.html
https://www.gettysburgtimes.com/news/local/mount-joy-awarded-dirt-road-grant/article_36499a81-a9dc-438b-8da8-3694de771805.html
https://www.gettysburgtimes.com/news/local/mount-joy-awarded-dirt-road-grant/article_36499a81-a9dc-438b-8da8-3694de771805.html


https://www.inquirer.com/politics/national-park-service-head-nominee-socha-trump-withdraw-staff-
cuts-20260428.html 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Residents who fought for years to protect historic Crebilly Farm now brace for 
plans to its 19th-century inn 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/crebilly-farm-darlington-inn-westtown-20260425.html 
 
6abc: Mother duck gets community help for nest 
https://6abc.com/post/mother-duck-gets-community-help-nest/18985033/ 
 
KYW: Trump lifts ban on mining near Boundary Waters, clearing way for Chilean company to seek 
permits 
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/business/mining-moratorium-trump-boundary-waters-
permits-3d32cd0f591e0de0bfa3a85e3a7d8ebd 
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