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Top DEP Stories 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: County declares disaster emergency 
http://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2018/08/county-declares-disaster-emergency/ 
 
WITF/StateImpact: After EPA warning, Pa. hikes fees on water systems to hire more inspectors 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2018/08/17/after-epa-warning-pa-hikes-fees-on-water-
systems-to-hire-more-inspectors/ 
 
Mentions 
 
Scranton Times: Heavy runoff gouges deep trench in road in Old Forge; cemetery atop mountain cut off 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/heavy-runoff-gouges-deep-trench-in-road-in-old-forge-
cemetery-atop-mountain-cut-off-1.2374838 
 
Living on Earth: Fracking is on the rise in Pennsylvania. So are radon levels. Are the two connected? 
https://www.pri.org/stories/2018-08-18/fracking-rise-pennsylvania-so-are-radon-levels-are-two-
connected 
 
Indiana Gazette: Caucus members urge DEP to reconsider steep fee increase 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/local/caucus-members-urge-dep-to-reconsider-steep-fee-
increase/article_7d576dc6-a2f1-11e8-8b16-eff7ad36e013.html 
 
PRI: Fracking is on the rise in Pennsylvania. So are radon levels. Are the two connected? 
https://www.pri.org/stories/2018-08-18/fracking-rise-pennsylvania-so-are-radon-levels-are-two-
connected  
 
Air 
 
Post-Gazette: A toxic comeback? If anything, the EPA should tighten asbestos restrictions 
http://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2018/08/20/A-toxic-comeback-If-anything-the-EPA-
should-tighten-asbestos-restrictions/stories/201808200011  
 
Tribune-Review: Health department apologizes for 'lack of clarity' about U.S. Steel meeting 
https://triblive.com/local/allegheny/13984276-74/health-department-apologizes-for-lack-of-clarity-
about-us-steel-meeting 
 
Allegheny Front: Pittsburgh’s Air Quality is Better, But Still Not Great 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pittsburghs-air-quality-is-better-but-still-not-great/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Health department investigating airborne sand near McKees Rocks facility 
https://triblive.com/local/allegheny/13980064-74/health-department-investigating-airborne-sand-near-
mckees-rocks-facility 
 
Climate Change 
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WESA: Ahead Of Climate Change Projections, Some PA Farmers Make Adaptations To New Weather 
Patterns 
http://www.wesa.fm/post/ahead-climate-change-projections-some-pa-farmers-make-adaptations-new-
weather-patterns#stream/0  
 
Allegheny Front: Forest Soils are Absorbing Less Methane. Here’s Why That Matters. 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/forest-soils-are-absorbing-less-methane-heres-why-that-matters/ 
 
Statecollege.com: We Need a Representative Who Will Support Common-Sense Solutions to Climate 
Change (LTE) 
http://www.statecollege.com/news/local-news/letter-we-need-a-representative-who-will-support-
commonsense-solutions-to-climate-change,1477505/ 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Times Observer: An environmental leap 
http://www.timesobserver.com/opinion/local-commentaries/2018/08/an-environmental-leap/ 
 
Beaver County Times: Whitewater Brings New Challenge to Conni Clean Up Day 
http://www.timesonline.com/news/20180820/whitewater-brings-new-challenge-to-conni-clean-up-
day/1  
 
Post-Gazette: Financial path sought for one hidden gem in Fayette County 
http://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2018/08/19/Trail-project-seeks-support-Indian-
creek-cycling-hiking/stories/201808160147 
 
Tribune-Review: Riverfront 47 inching closer to start of park and trail 
https://triblive.com/local/foxchapel/13979509-74/riverfront-47-inching-closer-to-start-of-park-and-trail 
 
Leader Times: Kittanning Boat Races/Riverbration gets water and crowds frothing 
http://www.leadertimes.com/news/2018-08-
20/Front_Page/Kittanning_Boat_RacesRiverbration_gets_water_and_c.html 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Man charged for alleged slaughter of deer at preserve 
http://www.sungazette.com/news/police-fire-court/2018/08/man-charged-for-alleged-slaughter-of-
deer-at-preserve/ 
 
Gant Daily: Programs Finalized for Annual Woodhick Weekend at Parker Dam 
https://gantdaily.com/2018/08/18/programs-finalized-for-annual-woodhick-weekend-at-parker-dam/ 
 
Energy 
 
York Dispatch: Trump officials: Conserving oil no longer imperative 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/2018/08/19/trump-officials-conserving-oil-longer-
imperative/37538197/ 
 
Altoona Mirror: Trimming trees can nip outages 
http://www.altoonamirror.com/opinion/editorials/2018/08/trimming-trees-can-nip-outages/ 
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Post-Gazette: Ecodistrict forum focuses on energy needs for Etna, Millvale and Sharpsburg 
http://www.post-gazette.com/local/north/2018/08/16/Ecodistrict-education-series-focuses-on-
community-energy-needs/stories/201808160011  
  
Allegheny Front: As More Storms Roll in, How Will Power Companies Keep the Lights On? 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/as-more-storms-roll-in-how-will-power-companies-keep-the-lights-on/ 
 
Gant Daily: Sustainability Fair Presenters Confirmed 
https://gantdaily.com/2018/08/20/sustainability-fair-presenters-confirmed/ 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Morning Call: State pumps $1.5 million into Catasauqua's Iron Works project 
http://www.mcall.com/news/local/catasauqua/mc-nws-catasauqua-iron-works-grant-20180814-
story.html 
 
Mining 
 
Observer-Reporter: King Coal Show in Carmichaels honors coal miners' history 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/king-coal-show-in-carmichaels-honors-coal-miners-
history/article_1e0f0318-a0c3-11e8-94c9-2b63ac62a882.html 
 
Oil and Gas  
 
Bradford Era: Caucus members urge DEP to reconsider steep fee increase  
http://www.bradfordera.com/news/state/caucus-members-urge-dep-to-reconsider-steep-fee-
increase/article_d1279aec-e262-5cc1-bee7-89786ce7be40.html 
 
My Ches Co: DEP Completes Review, Accepts Permit Modification Requests for Mariner East 2 in Chester 
County 
http://mychesco.com/a/news/dep-completes-review-accepts-permit-modification-requests-for-
mariner-east-2-in-chester-county/ 
 
Post-Gazette: The Trump administration says conserving oil is no longer a U.S. economic imperative 
http://www.post-gazette.com/powersource/policy-powersource/2018/08/19/The-Trump-
administration-says-conserving-oil-is-no-longer-a-U-S-economic-imperative/stories/201808190197  
 
Tribune-Review: Gas prices nationally at lowest point since May, ending costly summer driving season 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/13991358-74/gas-prices-nationally-at-lowest-point-since-may-
ending-costly-summer-driving 
 
Pennsylvania Business Report: DEP accepts permit modification requests for Mariner East 2 in Chester 
County 
https://pennbizreport.com/news/10576-dep-accepts-permit-modification-requests-for-mariner-east-2-
in-chester-county/ 
 
Daily Local News: Sunoco gets OK to use different drilling methods on pipeline; eyes project completion 
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http://www.dailylocal.com/article/DL/20180818/NEWS/180819849 
 
Vector Management 
 
Altoona Mirror: County to spray for West Nile 
http://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2018/08/county-to-spray-for-west-nile/ 
 
WFMZ: Officials to spray for mosquitoes in Schuylkill County 
http://www.wfmz.com/news/poconos-coal/officials-to-spray-for-mosquitoes-in-schuylkill-
county/782916045  
 
Skook News: West Nile Virus Mosquito Spraying Scheduled for This Week in Pottsville 
https://www.skooknews.com/2018/08/west-nile-virus-mosquito-spraying.html 
 
Endeavor News: NUMBERS IN THE NEWS 
http://www.endeavornews.com/news/2018-08-18/News/NUMBERS_IN_THE_NEWS.html 
 
Waste 
 
The Derrick: Cranberry economic panel pushes supervisors  
http://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/cranberry-economic-panel-pushes-
supervisors/article_66a98f47-70d5-509c-aa2e-ed5d687cd7ba.html 
 
Times Observer: Local recycler questions county-wide center 
http://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2018/08/local-recycler-questions-county-wide-
center/ 
 
Pennlive: The last (soda) straw. It's time to get serious about recycling  
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2018/08/the_last_soda_straw_its_time_t.html#incart_river_index 
 
WITF: A rising concern? After straws, balloons get more scrutiny 
http://www.witf.org/news/2018/08/a-rising-concern-after-straws-balloons-get-more-scrutiny.php 
 
WPXI: Don't throw your contact lenses down the drain 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/don-t-throw-your-contact-lenses-down-the-drain/816684313 
 
Post-Gazette: Starbucks tries to save 6 billion cups a year from the trash … with help from McDonald’s 
http://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2018/08/16/Starbucks-tries-to-save-6-billion-cups-a-
year-from-the-trash-with-help-from-McDonald-s/stories/201808020259 
 
Tribune-Review: UPMC St. Margaret offers year-round drug take back 
https://triblive.com/local/foxchapel/13983498-74/upmc-st-margaret-offers-year-round-drug-take-back 
 
Tribune-Review: Etna installs 3 new dog waste bag stations in business district 
https://triblive.com/local/hamptonshaler/13983590-74/etna-installs-3-new-dog-waste-bag-stations-in-
business-district 
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Allegheny Front: Allegheny County has a Massive Illegal Dump Problem. Could $1 Million Solve this 
Problem for Good? 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/allegheny-county-has-a-massive-illegal-dump-problem-could-1-million-
solve-this-problem-for-good/ 
 
LehighValleyLive: Permits requested for Slate Belt sewage processing plant 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/slate-belt/index.ssf/2018/08/state_permit_processing_underw.html 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Study: When city's trashy lots are cleaned up, residents' mental health improves 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/study-when-city-s-trashy-lots-are-cleaned-up-
residents/article_03ffc7e5-7a1e-5def-af37-a3ba56dc331b.html 
 
Water 
 
Williamsport Post-Gazette: Bridge restoration continues with beams 
http://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2018/08/bridge-restoration-continues-with-beams/ 
 
Centre Daily Times: When will the Rock Springs boil water advisory be lifted? DEP gives an update 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/state-college/article216792750.html 
 
Bradford Era: Sanitary Authority fields questions on treatment plant  
http://www.bradfordera.com/news/sanitary-authority-fields-questions-on-treatment-
plant/article_e24c4130-a1c4-11e8-a146-0be6130e4bfd.html 
 
Butler Eagle: School water lawsuit refiled 
http://www.butlereagle.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20180818/NEWS01/708189886 
 
Republican Herald: Rains affect Saint Clair shopping center, highway near Frackville 
https://www.republicanherald.com/news/rains-affect-saint-clair-shopping-center-highway-near-
frackville-1.2374883 
 
Pennlive: NY officials issue public safety alert after waste discharge into Susquehanna: report 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2018/08/ny_officials_issue_public_safe.html 
 
Pennlive: Governor declares disaster after recent Pennsylvania floods 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2018/08/governor_declares_disaster_aft.html 
 
WITF/StateImpact: Swimming in the Wissahickon isn’t so idyllic: There’s poop in it. 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2018/08/18/swimming-in-the-wissahickon-isnt-so-idyllic-
theres-poop-in-it/ 
  
WITF/StateImpact: Federal judge reverses Trump decision on clean water protections 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2018/08/16/federal-judge-reverses-trump-decision-on-clean-
water-protections/ 
 
WJAC: DEP gives clarity for Rock Springs Water Company customers 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/dep-gives-clarity-for-rock-springs-water-company-customers 
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https://www.pennlive.com/news/2018/08/governor_declares_disaster_aft.html
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https://wjactv.com/news/local/dep-gives-clarity-for-rock-springs-water-company-customers


Observer-Reporter: Southwestern water to disrupt service Tuesday on two streets in Waynesburg 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/southwestern-water-to-disrupt-service-tuesday-on-
two-streets-in/article_3d617b70-a225-11e8-9295-d3dcec9e7688.html 
 
Post-Gazette: PWSA's troubles boil down to politics 
http://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/letters/2018/08/20/PWSA-s-troubles-boil-down-to-
politics/stories/201808200024 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Large line erupts, sends water gushing down street on South Side Slopes 
http://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2018/08/17/south-side-pittsburgh-water-main-
break/stories/201808170100 
 
Post-Gazette: Broken pipe closes 10 stores at South Hills Village Mall 
http://www.post-gazette.com/local/south/2018/08/17/Broken-pipe-closes-stores-South-Hills-Village-
Mall-pittsburgh-simon/stories/201808170095 
 
Post-Gazette: As national program falters, private flood insurance takes off  
http://www.post-gazette.com/business/money/2018/08/20/As-national-program-falters-private-flood-
insurance-takes-off/stories/201808100025  
 
Tribune-Review: $12M water and sewer project in Strip District to be done in January 
https://triblive.com/local/allegheny/13984313-74/12m-water-and-sewer-project-in-strip-district-to-be-
done-in 
 
Tribune-Review: Monroeville MS4 proposed ordinance offers clues for what's to come 
https://triblive.com/local/monroeville/13983647-74/monroeville-ms4-proposed-ordinance-offers-clues-
for-whats-to-come 
 
Tribune-Review: New lead testing requirements for schools potential burden for districts 
https://triblive.com/local/valleynewsdispatch/13983730-74/new-lead-testing-requirements-for-schools-
potential-burden-for-districts 
 
Daily American: Hooversville now holding public meeting on water plans 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/news/local/somerset/hooversville-now-holding-public-meeting-on-
water-plans/article_07bf3e86-44c2-5f83-92bb-39156dd4bcd1.html 
 
Penn State News: Saving the Bay 
https://news.psu.edu/story/531173/2018/08/20/research/saving-bay  
 
WSKG: After EPA Warning, PA Hikes Fees On Water Systems To Hire More Inspectors 
https://wskg.org/news/after-epa-warning-pa-hikes-fees-on-water-systems-to-hire-more-inspectors/  
  
Times Leader: NY plant released 35M gallons of untreated waste into Susquehanna 
https://www.timesleader.com/news/715386/ny-plant-released-35m-gallons-of-untreated-waste-into-
susquehanna  
 
Courier Express: Hooversville now holding public meeting on water plans 
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http://www.thecourierexpress.com/news/state/hooversville-now-holding-public-meeting-on-water-
plans/article_d33e5fc4-826a-53ff-8d7c-8942db0f7a9a.html  
 
Delaware County News Network: Guv announces state of emergency after touring flood areas 
http://www.delconewsnetwork.com/newsofdelawarecounty/news/guv-announces-state-of-emergency-
after-touring-flood-areas/article_cc15a1b0-549f-57d1-a5d2-614db00867d9.html  
 
Delmarva Now: Chesapeake Clean Water Blueprint is working: Column 
https://www.delmarvanow.com/story/opinion/columnists/2018/08/18/chesapeake-clean-water-
blueprint-working-column/1018413002/  
 
Beaver County Times: Shell’s wetland restoration completed in Washington County 
http://www.timesonline.com/news/20180817/shells-wetland-restoration-completed-in-washington-
county 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Township’s stormwater ordinance to be reviewed 
http://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2018/08/townships-stormwater-ordinance-to-be-
reviewed/ 
 
Endeavor News: Local pit masters rush to help southern Pa. flood victims 
http://www.endeavornews.com/news/2018-08-
18/Front_Page/Local_pit_masters_rush_to_help_southern_Pa_flood_v.html 
 
Towanda Daily Review: T.A.C.O. Food Pantry helping flood victims 
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/t-a-c-o-food-pantry-helping-flood-
victims/article_51ff97ca-a526-524b-8d25-7c4ff471ac5b.html 
 
Towanda Daily Review: Bradford County clarifies what governor's disaster declaration means locally 
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/bradford-county-clarifies-what-governor-s-disaster-
declaration-means-locally/article_786ef38c-74ba-5521-82c2-d63446c25179.html 
 
Towanda Daily Review: After touring damage, Gov. Wolf declares recent flooding a disaster, will seek 
federal aid 
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/after-touring-damage-gov-wolf-declares-recent-flooding-
a-disaster/article_4deaaec8-98fb-5c63-b52a-cbb94060c156.html 
 
Towanda Daily Review: Bradford County: Recovery center, well water testing kits available for residents 
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/bradford-county-recovery-center-well-water-testing-kits-
available-for/article_2dcc8c08-5bc4-59c5-bf09-ee0e41bd6d1b.html 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Meadville Tribune: Featured speaker outlines French Creek corridor development proposal  
http://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/featured-speaker-outlines-french-creek-corridor-
development-proposal/article_311eec50-a1c4-11e8-ae2b-9fb2b83cf01d.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: What does God have to do with a sinkhole? 
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https://lancasteronline.com/features/faith_values/what-does-god-have-to-do-with-a-
sinkhole/article_e3630e58-a234-11e8-8d30-1bef66c9482b.html 
 
Chester County Daily Local: Coatesville’s Palmer Park to undergo green makeover 
http://www.dailylocal.com/article/DL/20180816/NEWS/180819872 
 
Delaware County Daily Times: Drexeline delays draw packed house in Upper Darby 
http://www.delcotimes.com/business/20180819/drexeline-delays-draw-packed-house-in-upper-darby 
 
Observer-Reporter: OP-ED: The land banks question 
https://observer-reporter.com/opinion/op-eds/op-ed-the-land-banks-question/article_aea9823e-a09d-
11e8-b293-374435af5b12.html  
 
Post-Gazette: NASA’s new mission: The sun’s mysteries are the target of the Parker Solar Probe 
http://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2018/08/18/NASA-s-new-mission-The-sun-s-
mysteries-are-the-target-of-the-Parker-Solar-Probe/stories/201808170028  
 
Post-Gazette: Pittsburgh Land Bank sale process questioned 
http://www.post-gazette.com/business/development/2018/08/20/Pittsburgh-Land-Bank-sale-process-
questioned/stories/201808200014  
 
Post-Gazette: Turnpike learning lessons as Southern Beltway project proceeds 
http://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2018/08/19/Southern-Beltway-new-highway-
Pennsylvania-Turnpike-McDonald-flooding-gas-and-oil-wells-Allegheny-County-Washington-
County/stories/201808200002 
 
Post-Gazette: PennDOT adopts latest 12-year plan with several local bridges listed for rehab 
http://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2018/08/19/PennDOT-adopts-12-year-plan-rehab-
bridges-Smithfield-Street-Highland-Park-McKees-Rocks/stories/201808200029  
 
Tribune-review: Strong wind, damaging gusts possible with looming storms 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/13991353-74/strong-wind-damaging-gusts-possible-with-storms-on-
tuesday  
 
Tribune-Review: A 'sad day' for workers as Creighton glass plant closes 
https://triblive.com/local/valleynewsdispatch/13983224-74/creighton-glass-plant-closes-today-owner-
to-focus-on-underground-fire  
 
Allegheny Front: Remembering the ‘Slow-Motion Disaster’ That Was Love Canal 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/remembering-the-slow-motion-disaster-that-was-love-canal/ 
 
WITF: Sinkholes and Columbia's lock box ordinance 
http://www.witf.org/smart-talk/2018/08/sinkholes-and-columbias-lock-box-ordinance.php 
 
Daily Item: Bridge replacement begins in Union County today 
http://www.dailyitem.com/news/bridge-replacement-begins-in-union-county-today/article_85ad9b16-
a47d-11e8-b703-638936d4945a.html 
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Daily Item: Northumberland County approves $200K in project proposals for community development 
http://www.dailyitem.com/news/local_news/northumberland-county-approves-k-in-project-proposals-
for-community-development/article_fb62921d-dfaf-5ce5-b4dd-a0b5c7eae113.html 
 
Centre Daily Times: Mold cleanup underway at several local schools 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/state-college/article216952170.html 
 
Statecollege.com: SCASD Cleaning Up Mold at 3 Schools 
http://www.statecollege.com/news/local-news/scasd-cleaning-up-mold-at-3-schools,1477503/ 
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