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Top DEP Stories 
 
Central Penn Business Journal: Programs to speed permitting process launched by Pa. DEP 
https://www.cpbj.com/programs-to-speed-permitting-process-launched-by-pa-dep/ 
 
 
Mentions 
 
WJAC: Brockway residents alarmed by asbestos in water 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/brockway-residents-alarmed-by-asbestos-in-water#  
 
PA Environment Digest Blog: Environmental Hearing Board Assesses $65,766.68 Penalty Against 
Venango County Man For Willfully Failing To Comply With DEP Order For Violations Of The Dam Safety & 
Encroachments Act 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2024/08/environmental-hearing-board-assesses_13.html 
 
Morning Call: Judge rules in favor of Lowhill Township amid warehouse debate 
https://www.mcall.com/2024/08/14/judge-rules-in-favor-of-lowhill-township-amid-warehouse-debate/ 
 
Marcellus Drilling News: Shell Flushes $1M Down Penn State Toilet on Energy Transition, DEI 
https://marcellusdrilling.com/2024/08/shell-flushes-1m-down-penn-state-toilet-on-energy-transition-
dei/   
 
PA Environment Digest: Penn State Ag Progress Days To Feature 400+ Commercial & Educational 
Exhibits; Field Demos; Forest Management; Stream Buffers Tour In Centre County Aug. 13-15 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2024/07/penn-state-ag-progress-days-to-feature.html  
 
 
Plum Home Explosion 
 
Post-Gazette: As cause of Plum home explosion remains under investigation, fire marshal notes 48 
involved parties to meet 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/east/2024/08/13/plum-explosion-
investigation/stories/202408130059  
 
Tribune-Review: Investigation into Plum house explosion could take years, officials say 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/investigation-into-rustic-ridge-house-explosion-could-
take-years-officials-say/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Plum holds solemn vigil for those lost in house explosion a year ago 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/plum-pauses-to-remember-those-who-died-in-fatal-
house-explosion-1-year-ago/ 
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WPXI: ‘We’ve got to be very focused’: 1 year after Plum explosion, investigators still search for answers 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/weve-got-be-very-focused-1-year-after-plum-explosion-
investigators-still-search-answers/5FXHP4M7W5AP5OPHORNVOXENYU/ 
 
Butler Eagle: One year later, cause of Plum explosion still unsolved 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20240813/one-year-later-cause-of-plum-explosion-still-unsolved/ 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
Post-Gazette: Editorial: Chatham University’s Eden Hall offers hope for living through climate change 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2024/08/13/eden-hall-chatham-university-falk-
school-sustainability-climate-change/stories/202408120087  
 
Philadelphia Biz Journal: Penn lands $10M gift from alumnus for climate research initiative 
https://www.bizjournals.com/philadelphia/news/2024/08/13/penn-alp-ercil-climate-change-
sustainability.html?cx_testId=40&cx_testVariant=cx_8&cx_artPos=4#cxrecs_s 
 
WHYY: Climate change takes center stage at Philadelphia Gas Commission meeting 
https://whyy.org/articles/philadelphia-gas-commission-participants-climate-change/ 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Observer-Reporter: New park manager looks to bring fresh perspective to Ohiopyle State Park 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2024/aug/13/new-park-manager-looks-to-bring-
fresh-perspective-to-ohiopyle-state-park/ 
 
Reading Eagle: Berks increases payment for farmland conservation easements 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2024/06/26/berks-increases-payment-for-farmland-conservation-
easements/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Bird banding by PGC provides a lot of valuable data to study 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/outdoors/2024/08/bird-banding-by-pgc-provides-a-lot-of-valuable-
data-to-study/  
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: What’s next for the oyster that revived the New Jersey oyster industry? 
https://www.inquirer.com/food/craig-laban/cape-may-salt-new-jersey-oyster-20240814.html 
 
 
Drought 
 
Tribune-Review: Deer and drought kill Schwirian Farm Sunflower Festival 
https://triblive.com/local/deer-and-drought-kill-schwirian-farm-sunflower-festival/ 
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Energy 
 
Public News Service: Two years of Inflation Reduction Act in Pennsylvania 
https://www.publicnewsservice.org/2024-08-13/climate-change/two-years-of-inflation-reduction-act-
in-pennsylvania/a91781-1  
 
Post-Gazette: Pennsylvania consumers like clean energy tax incentives, survey shows 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2024/08/14/pennsylvania-consumers-clean-
energy-tax-incentives-survey/stories/202408130098 
 
WESA: Rooftop solar has a fraud problem. The industry is working to build back trust 
https://www.wesa.fm/2024-08-14/rooftop-solar-has-a-fraud-problem-the-industry-is-working-to-build-
back-trust 
 
Bradford Era: Three Mile Island’s possible nuclear power restart draws protest 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/three-mile-island-s-possible-nuclear-power-restart-draws-
protest/article_c65da34e-59ae-11ef-8a8a-c39a3429a6ea.html 
 
Times Observer: Our opinion: Renewables can come quick 
https://www.timesobserver.com/opinion/our-opinion/2024/08/our-opinion-renewables-can-come-
quick/ 
 
Pennlive: Pa. residents back EV tax credits, fuel efficiency rules, actions to lower healthcare costs: survey 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2024/08/pa-residents-back-ev-tax-credits-fuel-efficiency-rules-
actions-to-lower-healthcare-costs-survey.html 
 
Pennlive: As a mom, Solar for Schools brings me peace of mind 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2024/08/as-a-mom-solar-for-schools-brings-me-peace-of-mind-
opinion.html 
 
York Daily Record: What's that horrible whistling noise at Brunner Island? Unit to be shut down for fix 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2024/08/13/brunner-island-power-plant-to-shut-down-
because-of-whistling-noise/74786133007/ 
 
WITF: Rooftop solar has a fraud problem. The industry is working to build back trust 
https://www.witf.org/2024/08/14/rooftop-solar-has-a-fraud-problem-the-industry-is-working-to-build-
back-trust/ 
 
Daily Local: Savings accrued form West Chester garage solar array 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2024/08/14/savings-accrued-form-west-chester-garage-solar-array/ 
 
 
Radiation Protection 
 
Beaver County Times: Potassium iodide tablet distribution to take place at Beaver Valley Mall next week 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/local/2024/08/13/potassium-iodide-tablet-distribution-to-
taking-place-next-week-beaver-county/74767471007/ 
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Vector Management 
 
Post-Gazette: First human case of rare but deadly tick virus detected in Allegheny County 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/health/2024/08/13/powassan-ticks-allegheny-
county/stories/202408130081  
 
WPXI: Allegheny County child tests positive for rare tickborne disease, health officials say 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/allegheny-county-child-tests-positive-rare-tickborne-disease-health-
officials-say/5JU3TYJVJZG43M3NCPQLZCAPIQ/ 
 
Pennlive: Pa.’s first case this year of possibly severe tickborne disease put a child in the hospital 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2024/08/pas-first-case-this-year-of-possibly-severe-tickborne-disease-
put-a-child-in-the-hospital.html 
 
Reading Eagle: Mosquito spraying set for Shillington and Kenhorst 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2024/08/13/mosquito-spraying-set-for-shillington-and-kenhorst/ 
 
Lebtown.com: Conservation District will spray for mosquitoes in Lebanon area today 
https://lebtown.com/2024/08/13/conservation-district-will-spray-for-mosquitoes-in-lebanon-area-
today/ 
 
WFMZ: Mosquito spraying scheduled this week in Kenhorst, Shillington boroughs 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/mosquito-spraying-scheduled-this-week-in-kenhorst-
shillington-boroughs/article_3eb4bcdc-59b5-11ef-9778-d37dee23d7c8.html 
 
 
Waste 
 
Tribune-Review: 'It was too astronomical for us' Latrobe manager says as city rejects garbage bids 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/it-was-too-astronomical-for-us-latrobe-manager-says-as-city-
rejects-garbage-bids/ 
 
Latrobe Bulletin News: Council rejects garbage bid as city seeks additional offers 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/council-rejects-garbage-bid-as-city-seeks-additional-
offers/article_57107a48-59a9-11ef-8e3a-0ff9228f93bd.html 
 
Reading Eagle: Riverzilla riverfront cleanup and festival returns Saturday to Reading’s Riverfront Park 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2024/08/13/riverzilla-riverfront-cleanup-and-festival-returns-saturday-
to-readings-riverfront-park/ 
 
Philly Burbs: USDA suspends inspections at Pipersville slaughterhouse for inhumane animal treatment 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/local/2024/08/14/bucks-county-usda-pipersville-
slaughterhouse-kingdom-provisions-stoltzfus-durham-plumstead-cruelty/  
 
Daily Local News: Litter Lifters stoop to pick up trash all over Chester County 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2024/08/14/litter-lifters-stoop-to-pick-up-trash-all-over-chester-county/ 
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Water 
 
Post-Gazette: Roughly 60,000 pounds of vehicle remains dredged up from Pittsburgh's three rivers 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2024/08/14/living-lands-and-waters-three-rivers-cleanup-
pittsburgh-cars/stories/202408120095  
 
Tribune-Review: 50,000 pounds of car parts and 1 Beetle later, dredging improves Allegheny River 
https://triblive.com/local/50000-pounds-of-car-parts-and-one-beetle-later-dredging-improves-
allegheny-river/  
  
KDKA: Crews remove tons of debris, much of it from cars, from Pittsburgh's rivers 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/car-parts-pittsburgh-allegheny-river/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Polyconcept North America sponsors cleanup efforts on Pittsburgh rivers 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/08/13/polyconcept-north-america-river-
cleanup.html 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: City council signs off on Sheetz teardown, rebuild 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/city-council-signs-off-on-sheetz-teardown-
rebuild/article_0fb04dcc-58f5-11ef-86b3-577898b1dc45.html 
 
KDKA Radio: Dozens of cars,over 60 years old being pulled from Pittsburgh rivers 
https://www.audacy.com/kdkaradio/news/local/dozens-of-cars-being-pulled-from-pittsburgh-rivers  
 
WJAC: Northern Cambria residents battle cleanup after floods mixed with sewer water 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/northern-cambria-residents-battle-severe-basement-floods-mixed-with-
sewer-water# 
 
Scranton Times:  Pennsylvania American Water temporary bypass of sewer line in Scranton closes road, 
raises questions 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/pennsyvlania-american-water-temporary-bypass-of-sewer-
line-in-scranton-closes-road-raises-questions/article_9c03c932-5983-11ef-9495-0f72fc775945.html 
 
Pennlive: Residents in parts of Dauphin County asked to restrict water use 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2024/08/residents-in-parts-of-dauphin-county-asked-to-restrict-
water-use.html 
 
Lebtown.com: West Cornwall Township Municipal Authority plans water service interruption 
https://lebtown.com/2024/08/14/west-cornwall-township-municipal-authority-plans-water-service-
interruption/ 
 
abc27: Water main break repaired in Dauphin County, water restrictions still in place 
https://www.abc27.com/news/top-stories/reported-water-main-break-in-dauphin-county/ 
 
CBS21: Veolia issues water usage restrictions for southern Dauphin County; 45K people impacted 
https://local21news.com/news/local/veolia-issues-water-usage-restrictions-for-southern-dauphin-
county-45k-people-impacted-outage-utilities-emergency-treatment-sediment-rain-flooding# 
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https://wjactv.com/news/local/northern-cambria-residents-battle-severe-basement-floods-mixed-with-sewer-water
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/pennsyvlania-american-water-temporary-bypass-of-sewer-line-in-scranton-closes-road-raises-questions/article_9c03c932-5983-11ef-9495-0f72fc775945.html
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/pennsyvlania-american-water-temporary-bypass-of-sewer-line-in-scranton-closes-road-raises-questions/article_9c03c932-5983-11ef-9495-0f72fc775945.html
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2024/08/residents-in-parts-of-dauphin-county-asked-to-restrict-water-use.html
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2024/08/residents-in-parts-of-dauphin-county-asked-to-restrict-water-use.html
https://lebtown.com/2024/08/14/west-cornwall-township-municipal-authority-plans-water-service-interruption/
https://lebtown.com/2024/08/14/west-cornwall-township-municipal-authority-plans-water-service-interruption/
https://www.abc27.com/news/top-stories/reported-water-main-break-in-dauphin-county/
https://local21news.com/news/local/veolia-issues-water-usage-restrictions-for-southern-dauphin-county-45k-people-impacted-outage-utilities-emergency-treatment-sediment-rain-flooding
https://local21news.com/news/local/veolia-issues-water-usage-restrictions-for-southern-dauphin-county-45k-people-impacted-outage-utilities-emergency-treatment-sediment-rain-flooding


 
FOX43: Reported clogging prompts immediate water restrictions across parts of Dauphin County 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/dauphin-county/reported-clogging-prompts-immediate-
water-restrictions-across-dauphin-county/521-9c8690e0-7471-4bbd-ba33-17f1b1c02534 
 
FOX43: Perry County borough issues boil-water advisory 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/perry-county/perry-county-duncannon-boil-water-
advisory/521-8af373bc-315d-453e-b6b9-b461b70d2d5f 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Boil water advisory continues for Jersey Shore Water Authority customers 
https://www.sungazette.com/uncategorized/2024/08/boil-water-advisory-continues-for-jersey-shore-
water-authority-customers/ 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Post-Gazette: Editorial: Shell must level with the cracker plant’s neighbors 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2024/08/14/shell-cracker-plant-potter-monaca-
pollution-flares-chemicals-local-communities/stories/202408130065  
 
WFMZ: Work underway to clear log jam near Douglassville Bridge 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/work-underway-to-clear-log-jam-near-douglassville-
bridge/article_cd9763d0-59b7-11ef-b0f0-0bc8289a9829.html 
 
WFMZ: Several local organizations among recipients of native tree planting grant 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/several-local-organizations-among-recipients-of-native-tree-
planting-grant/article_e76851bc-5984-11ef-8c2f-8f1d643e82c0.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: 2025 Project would gut environmental and climate policies (LTE) 
https://www.dailyitem.com/opinion/2025-project/article_e0b9fcd8-55c1-11ef-8cd3-
0b2568eb06ee.html 
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