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Top DEP Stories 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Over $6.3M awarded to bolster rural electric grid across Lycoming, Sullivan 
counties 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2024/08/over-6-3-million-awarded-to-bolster-rural-
electric-grid-across-lycoming-sullivan-counties/ 
 
 
Mentions 
 
WFMZ: Pa. DEP declares Code Orange Air Quality Action Day for Bucks, Montgomery counties 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/southeastern-pa/pa-dep-declares-code-orange-air-quality-action-
day-for-bucks-montgomery-counties/article_6c4fa0e4-4f74-11ef-9b0d-f3807c17ac18.html 
 
More Than the Curve: PA DEP issues Code Orange Air Quality Action Day for August 1st 
https://morethanthecurve.com/pa-dep-issues-code-orange-air-quality-action-day-for-august-
1st/#google_vignette 
 
WESA: Here's what's changing for environmental policy in the Pa. state budget 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2024-08-01/pennsylvania-budget-environmental-policy-
changes  
 
Latrobe Bulletin: County to partner with local watershed for environmental cleanup 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/county-to-partner-with-local-watershed-for-
environmental-cleanup/article_fa33d358-5028-11ef-9a41-fbdc07ef2d4c.html 
 
 
Bartram’s Gardens / 51st Street Alliance Contamination 
 
FOX 29: Investigation over potential contamination at Bartram's Garden 
https://mms.tveyes.com/Expand.asp?aln=77795080&id=210089&u=1373266&dt=07%2F31%2F2024%2
010%3A39%3A23%20PM 
 
 
Train Derailment 
 
Post-Gazette: East Palestine residents could receive double than previously estimated from settlement 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/region/2024/08/01/east-palestine-norfolk-southern-train-
derailment-settlement/stories/202408010127  
 
Post-Gazette: Senate Republicans block bipartisan bill helping 500K Pa. children 

mailto:kedeibert@pa.gov
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2024/08/over-6-3-million-awarded-to-bolster-rural-electric-grid-across-lycoming-sullivan-counties/
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2024/08/over-6-3-million-awarded-to-bolster-rural-electric-grid-across-lycoming-sullivan-counties/
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/southeastern-pa/pa-dep-declares-code-orange-air-quality-action-day-for-bucks-montgomery-counties/article_6c4fa0e4-4f74-11ef-9b0d-f3807c17ac18.html
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/southeastern-pa/pa-dep-declares-code-orange-air-quality-action-day-for-bucks-montgomery-counties/article_6c4fa0e4-4f74-11ef-9b0d-f3807c17ac18.html
https://morethanthecurve.com/pa-dep-issues-code-orange-air-quality-action-day-for-august-1st/#google_vignette
https://morethanthecurve.com/pa-dep-issues-code-orange-air-quality-action-day-for-august-1st/#google_vignette
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2024-08-01/pennsylvania-budget-environmental-policy-changes
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2024-08-01/pennsylvania-budget-environmental-policy-changes
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/county-to-partner-with-local-watershed-for-environmental-cleanup/article_fa33d358-5028-11ef-9a41-fbdc07ef2d4c.html
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/county-to-partner-with-local-watershed-for-environmental-cleanup/article_fa33d358-5028-11ef-9a41-fbdc07ef2d4c.html
https://mms.tveyes.com/Expand.asp?aln=77795080&id=210089&u=1373266&dt=07%2F31%2F2024%2010%3A39%3A23%20PM
https://mms.tveyes.com/Expand.asp?aln=77795080&id=210089&u=1373266&dt=07%2F31%2F2024%2010%3A39%3A23%20PM
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/region/2024/08/01/east-palestine-norfolk-southern-train-derailment-settlement/stories/202408010127
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/region/2024/08/01/east-palestine-norfolk-southern-train-derailment-settlement/stories/202408010127


https://www.post-gazette.com/news/politics-nation/2024/08/01/senate-republicans-house-east-
palestine-child-tax-credit/stories/202408010109 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
Pennlive: How hot was July? (Hint: Few months have ever been hotter) 
https://www.pennlive.com/weather/2024/08/how-hot-was-july-hint-few-months-have-ever-been-
hotter.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Lancaster County registers second-hottest July on record 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/lancaster-county-registers-second-hottest-july-on-
record/article_b649be74-504a-11ef-93f8-fb4f2173acec.html 
 
Allegheny Front: How can Harris appeal to climate voters in Pennsylvania? 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-kamala-harris-climate-voters-fracking/ 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Lancaster Online: PennVEST invests $7.1M in Lancaster County farm conservation 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/pennvest-invests-7-1m-in-lancaster-county-farm-
conservation/article_93c207bc-5031-11ef-93fe-8fc0ef57314e.html 
 
York Daily Record: Nature preserve proposed for former Red Lion Country Club; alliance awaiting review 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2024/08/02/former-red-lion-country-club-could-be-saved-for-
a-nature-preserve/74632786007/ 
 
York Dispatch: Grassroots group forming nonprofit to preserve former Red Lion Country Club land 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2024/08/01/power-of-grassroots-these-york-
residents-aim-to-preserve-former-country-club-land/74620049007/ 
 
Lebtown.com: Memorial Lake State Park Complex announces August programs\ 
https://lebtown.com/2024/08/02/memorial-lake-state-park-complex-announces-august-programs/ 
 
6ABC: Mayor Parker initiative sees new trees planted across Philadelphia to make city greener, cleaner 
https://6abc.com/post/mayor-cherelle-parkers-philly-tree-plan-sees-new-trees-planted-philadelphia-
make-city-greener-cleaner/15128152/ 
 
 
Energy 
 
Lancaster Farming: Planned Solar Facility on Former Navy Dairy Farm Has Ag Industry Concerned 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/news/planned-solar-facility-on-former-navy-dairy-
farm-has-ag-industry-concerned/article_cb133334-4ea2-11ef-8b0b-cfb0ac43f267.html 
 
Bedford Gazette: Wind power can be a major source of tax revenue, but officials struggle to get 
communities on board 
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https://www.bedfordgazette.com/ap/business/wind-power-can-be-a-major-source-of-tax-revenue-but-
officials-struggle-to-get/article_315a844f-1e8b-5037-b660-d3684486d58e.html 
 
WICU-TV: Controversy on PA’s New Carbon Capture & Storage Law 
https://www.erienewsnow.com/story/51132028/controversy-on-pas-new-carbon-capture-and-storage-
law 
 
Sharon Herald: Pine Twp. zoning board rejects appeal for solar farm 
https://www.sharonherald.com/news/pine-twp-zoning-board-rejects-appeal-for-solar-
farm/article_2031fe54-504c-11ef-b36f-5f4b0e589ecc.html 
 
Delaware Valley Journal: Permitting Reform Could Be Boon to PA’s Energy Economy 
https://delawarevalleyjournal.com/federal-bill-could-help-pas-energy-project-permitting-delays/ 
 
WHYY: Hydrogen-related businesses pay to network. Environmental justice advocates say those doors 
should be open to the public 
https://whyy.org/articles/hydrogen-hub-philadelphia-networking-environmental-justice-advocates/ 
 
Allegheny Front: DOE and Appalachia hydrogen hub reach an agreement, unlocks an initial $30 million 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/doe-and-appalachia-hydrogen-hub-reach-an-agreement-unlocks-an-
initial-30-million/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: ARCH2 awarded $30M initial funds for hydrogen hub 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/08/01/arch2-awarded-30m-initial-funds-for-
hydrogen-hub.html  
  
Tribune-Review: Letter to the editor: Renewables key to economic future 
https://triblive.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-renewables-key-to-economic-future/ 
 
Utility Dive: FirstEnergy seeks alternatives to PJM capacity market to bolster power supply 
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/firstenergy-pjm-capacity-market-earnings/723011/  
 
PA Environment Digest: PennFuture: Dramatic PJM Electricity Price Increases Due To Forced Outages Of 
Gas Power Plants; Huge Backlog Of New Generation Projects; Demand Growth Driven By Data Centers, 
Cryptocurrency Mining 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2024/08/pennfuture-dramatic-pjm-electricity.html  
 
Renovo Record: ARCH2 gets $30M for hydrogen hub; critics call it a ‘boondoggle’ 
https://therecord-online.com/site/archives/113920  
 
Gant News: ARCH2 gets $30M for hydrogen hub; critics call it a ‘boondoggle’ 
https://gantnews.com/2024/08/02/arch2-gets-30m-for-hydrogen-hub-critics-call-it-a-
boondoggle/#google_vignette  
 
 
Mining 
 
Tribune-Review: Westmoreland County loan boosts long-planned Brush Creek remediation project 
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https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/westmoreland-county-loan-boosts-long-planned-brush-creek-
remediation-project/  
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
abc27: Casey, McCormick share stances on fracking as election grows closer 
https://www.abc27.com/pennsylvania-senate-race/casey-mccormick-share-stances-on-fracking-as-
election-grows-closer/ 
 
Bradford Era: Local oil purchasers increase prices 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/local-oil-purchasers-increase-prices/article_1a9c1144-500d-11ef-
9ba0-af4fb9f9b1c9.html 
 
E&E News: Josh Shapiro offers Harris a path through fracking minefield 
https://www.eenews.net/articles/josh-shapiro-offers-harris-a-path-through-fracking-minefield/  
 
PA Environment Digest: PUC Seeks To Accelerate Removal, Replacement Of Older Plastic Pipe In Natural 
Gas Distribution Systems 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2024/08/puc-seeks-to-accelerate-removal.html  
 
 
Vector Management 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Spotted lanternflies now in adult stage 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/spotted-lanternflies-now-in-adult-
stage/article_4aa8a7f8-4f59-11ef-8760-0b684e28767d.html 
 
Tribune-Review: West Nile virus found in Westmoreland mosquitoes 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/west-nile-virus-found-in-westmoreland-mosquitoes/  
 
 
Waste 
 
Scranton Times: Lackawanna Recycling Center raises commingling rates 200% for municipalities 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/news/lackawanna-recycling-center-raises-commingle-rate-200-for-
municipalities/article_401bcbd8-2b15-55d5-b671-e40066ca205f.html 
 
 
Water 
 
Times News: Kidder to adopt warehouse rules 
https://www.tnonline.com/20240801/kidder-to-adopt-warehouse-rules/ 
 
Reading Eagle: Mandatory water conservation order issued for North Heidelberg Water System 
customers 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2024/08/02/mandatory-water-conservation-order-issued-for-north-
heidelberg-water-system-customers/ 
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WFMZ: Water conservation notice issued for N. Heidelberg Twp. 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/water-conservation-notice-issued-for-n-heidelberg-
twp/article_b726cbb2-503f-11ef-8218-777f137a0754.html 
 
Butler Eagle: Cranberry supervisors provide updates on stormwater projects 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20240802/cranberry-supervisors-provide-updates-on-stormwater-
projects/ 
 
Meadville Tribune: City's plan to add fire truck, address stormwater concerns moves forward 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/citys-plan-to-add-fire-truck-address-stormwater-concerns-
moves-forward/article_df990e66-5053-11ef-aacc-b7950923d45f.html 
 
Meadville Tribune: PUC cuts CLP Water rate request, mandates service, consumer protections 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/puc-cuts-clp-water-rate-request-mandates-service-consumer-
protections/article_a97f074e-503b-11ef-b704-47e73f0edc3c.html 
 
Daily Local: Report details how corporations use ‘the long game” to take over public water, sewer 
systems 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2024/08/02/report-details-how-corporations-use-the-long-game-to-take-
over-public-water-sewer-systems/ 
 
WJAC: Algae bloom found in local river lake; testing underway to determine potential toxins 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/algae-bloom-found-in-local-river-lake-testing-underway-to-determine-
potential-toxins#  
 
Tube City Almanac: Residents Urge NV Twp. to Scrap Sewerage Deal 
http://almanac.tubecityonline.com/almanac/index.php 
 
Gant News: Proposed whitewater recreation park tops discussion of Clearfield Borough meeting 
https://gantnews.com/2024/08/02/proposed-whitewater-recreation-park-tops-discussion-of-clearfield-
borough-meeting/   
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Chester County Press: Dockstader Foundation awards environmental grants and scholarships 
https://www.chestercounty.com/2024/07/31/500181/dockstader-foundation-awards-environmental-
grants-and-scholarships 
 
WPXI: Flood Advisory issued as showers roll in Friday morning 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/showers-roll-through-area-friday-
morning/I5XTPKU3BFFSFDEIMX7UYGVVKI/  
 
WESA: With no federal standard for heat, states are making their own to protect workers 
https://www.wesa.fm/2024-08-02/with-no-federal-standard-for-heat-states-are-making-their-own-to-
protect-workers  
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https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/showers-roll-through-area-friday-morning/I5XTPKU3BFFSFDEIMX7UYGVVKI/
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Pittsburgh Business Times: Shell CEO Wael Sawan praises progress of Shell Polymers Monaca plant 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/08/01/shell-ceo-wael-sawan-polymers-
monaca.html 
 
Pittsburgh Union Progress: Casey, Lee call for more oversight of rail bridge inspections 
https://www.unionprogress.com/2024/08/02/casey-lee-call-for-more-oversight-of-rail-bridge-
inspections/ 
 
E&E News: What’s next for the permitting bill? 
https://www.eenews.net/articles/whats-next-for-the-permitting-bill/ 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Riverside Cherokee plant to close before end of 2024 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/business/riverside-cherokee-plant-to-close-before-end-of-
2024/article_1fb8e2d4-5043-11ef-b7fb-776e3ec3d286.html 
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