
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – Patti 
Monahan; SERO – Robyn Briggs; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and 
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov 
 
 
Mentions 
 
WJAC: Soil health demonstrations featured at 2026 Penn State Ag Progress Days 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/soil-health-demonstrations-featured-at-2026-penn-state-ag-progress-
days 
 
WNEP: Volunteers work to bring 'The Pumpy' back to life in Schuylkill County 
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/schuylkill-county/volunteers-work-to-bring-the-pumpy-
back-to-life-in-schuylkill-county-shenandoah-east-union-township/523-0098ba8f-8b08-4589-9756-
d56affb69abd?tbref=hp 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
WTAE: 8-year-old reels in piranha in Delaware County lake | 'It was pretty crazy' 
https://www.wtae.com/article/8-year-old-catches-piranha-pennsylvania/73415213 
 
 
Data Centers 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: These are some of the Pittsburgh-area suppliers who are tapping into data 
center business 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/c/data-center-suppliers-big-business.html 
 
Rocket-Courier: Rally Against Data Centers Held in Towanda 
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/rally-against-data-centers-held-in-towanda/ 
 
Westfield Free-Press Courier: Crowd shows up with questions about data centers in Richmond Township 
https://www.tiogapublishing.com/the_wellsboro_mansfield_gazette/news/local/crowd-shows-up-with-
questions-about-data-centers-in-richmond-township/article_89901191-ff57-4acf-9d45-
ea75faf4ac5b.html 
 
The Daily Item: Natural gas dominates PJM’s first reformed grid queue, driven by data center demand 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/natural-gas-dominates-pjm-s-first-reformed-grid-queue-driven-by-
data-center-demand/article_cedd0894-631c-4bcf-881e-8a2f572f3c95.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Manheim Township seeks stopgap amendment on data center development 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/manheim-township-seeks-stopgap-amendment-on-data-
center-development/article_629b0472-981c-4238-b2ac-a578fe5a944f.html 
 
Standard Speaker: Eachus faces disorderly conduct charges from Amazon data center hearing 
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https://www.standardspeaker.com/2026/08/12/eachus-faces-disorderly-conduct-charges-from-
amazon-data-center-hearing/ 
 
Morning Call: From fundraising to petitions, here’s how Lehigh Valley communities are pushing back 
against data center proposals 
https://www.mcall.com/2026/08/13/lehigh-valley-data-center-opposition/ 
 
Morning Call: Upper Mount Bethel sets meeting to consider data center agreement with developers 
https://www.mcall.com/2026/08/12/upper-mount-bethel-meeting-data-center-developers-mou/ 
 
WNEP: Smithfield Township to decide on data center zoning measures 
https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/monroe-county/smithfield-township-to-decide-on-data-
center-zoning-measures-monroe-county-industrial-commercial/523-9bfeea72-8b9d-4ba4-acb6-
18b5ba858cbe?tbref=hp 
 
WOLF: Smithfield Board of Supervisors Vote on Data Center Zoning Ordinance 
https://fox56.com/news/local/smithfield-board-of-supervisors-vote-on-data-center-zoning-ordinance 
 
Indiana Gazette: Draft SALDO amendment regarding data centers may be up for review late this month 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/local/draft-saldo-amendment-regarding-data-centers-may-be-
up-for-review-late-this-month/article_8cf4ff7a-59ea-45f3-a893-cd8eba2e50b0.html 
 
NBC10: Lawsuit filed as opposition grows to King of Prussia data center plan 
https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/first-of-two-meetings-on-upper-merion-data-center-
plan-to-be-held-wednesday/4446817/ 
 
KYW: Judge temporarily blocks action on data centers in Upper Merion 
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/other/judge-temporarily-blocks-action-on-data-centers-in-upper-
merion/ar-
AA2a25lA?ocid=BingNewsVerp&cvid=6a7e12a4df304d34925691af0a3d1b51&cvpid=f3e5dfc5db524299
eeed490b8b8dd501&ei=8 
 
CBS3: Upper Merion Township, Pennsylvania, sued over proposed data centers 
https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/news/pennsylvania-data-centers-lawsuit-upper-merion-
township/ 
 
DESMOG: Pennsylvania AI Data Center Developer Asked Trump Administration Official to Help Loosen 
Toxic Emissions Limits 
https://www.desmog.com/2026/08/12/pennsylvania-ai-data-center-developer-asked-trump-
administration-official-to-help-loosen-toxic-emissions-limits/ 
 
 
Drought 
 
Lebtown: CoLA water usage rises in July as county remains under drought warning 
https://lebtown.com/2026/08/13/cola-water-usage-rises-in-july-as-county-remains-under-drought-
warning/?lts=hul4cxbs2c 
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Energy 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Analysts value Westinghouse Electric higher as IPO may occur 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/08/12/westinghouse-electric-ipo-sale-
valuation.html 
 
Warren Times: Langworthy introduces hydropower legislation 
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2026/08/langworthy-introduces-hydropower-
legislation/ 
 
My Chesco.com: Pennsylvania Awards $3.5 Million to Cut Industrial Energy Costs 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/pennsylvania/pennsylvania-awards-3-5-million-to-cut-industrial-
energy-costs/#google_vignette 
 
 
Vector Management 
 
WBRE: West Nile virus detected in Luzerne County 
https://www.2822news.com/news/west-nile-virus-detected-in-luzerne-county/ 
 
 
Waste 
 
Mon Valley Independent: West Mifflin to buy electric garbage truck 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2026/08/13/west-mifflin-to-buy-electric-garbage-truck/ 
 
WFMZ: Plainfield Township passes ordinances halting WM landfill expansion plans 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/local_government/zoning_planning/plainfield-township-passes-
ordinances-halting-wm-landfill-expansion-plans/article_83bd364c-26c1-43a9-85af-
753a70207153.html#tncms-source=Homepage-Top-Stories 
 
 
Water 
 
AXIOS: Report: E. coli persists in Pittsburgh-area streams 
https://www.axios.com/local/pittsburgh/2026/08/13/ecoli-streams-swimming-pittsburgh 
 
WESA: Pittsburgh-area rivers and streams see routine E. coli contamination, report finds 
https://www.wesanews.org/environment-energy/2026-08-13/river-stream-e-coli-contamination 
 
WPXI: Water main break sends water shooting into air in front yard of South Fayette Township home 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/water-main-break-sends-water-shooting-into-air-south-fayette-
township-front-yard/BJ2WV7CZSVAWJBRO5BHNVSK4HA/ 
 
KDKA: More than half of monitored Pennsylvania waterways had unsafe E. coli levels last year, group 
says 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/pittsburgh-area-waterways-unsafe-e-coli/ 
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Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: ‘Potentially unsafe levels’ of E. coli found in hundreds of Pennsylvania 
waterways, group says 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2026/08/13/pennsylvania-ecoli-fecal-bacteria-
rivers/stories/202608120052 
 
Beaver County Times: Center Twp. gets nearly $1M for waterline replacements 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/local/2026/08/13/center-twp-pa-upgrading-waterlines-with-
990000-federal-grant/91280178007/ 
 
Pennlive: Central Pa. lake closed to swimming over high bacteria levels 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2026/08/central-pa-lake-closed-to-swimming-over-high-bacteria-
levels.html 
 
Carlisle Sentinel: Pine Grove Furnace State Park's Laurel Lake temporarily closes to swimming 
https://cumberlink.com/news/local/article_dd35d255-aa95-4485-a9fd-77b907acb7bf.html 
 
CBS21: Pennsylvania utility company cuts proposed water rate hike by more than half after vote 
https://local21news.com/news/local/puc-cuts-proposed-pennsylvania-water-rate-increase-by-more-
than-half-after-vote-pa-pennsylvania-american-water-company-utility-company-revenue-wastewater 
 
CBS21: Veolia Water Company dealing with new issues; woman says they told her to get a plumber 
https://local21news.com/news/local/veolia-water-company-dealing-with-new-issues-woman-says-they-
told-her-to-get-a-plumber-lower-paxton-yellow-discolored 
 
CBS21: Officials close Laurel Lake in Cumberland County due to 'elevated bacteria' levels 
https://local21news.com/news/local/officials-close-laurel-lake-in-cumberland-county-due-to-elevated-
bacteria-levels-pa-pennsylvania-pine-grove-furnace-state-park-fuller-lake-swimming-back-to-school 
 
Citizen’s Voice: Flood concerns raised for proposed sale of city-owned land in Wilkes-Barre 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/2026/08/12/flood-concerns-raised-for-proposed-sale-of-city-owned-
land-in-wilkes-barre/ 
 
Butler Eagle: Saxonburg water tower getting a face lift from PA American Water 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20260813/saxonburg-water-tower-getting-a-face-lift-from-pa-american-
water/ 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
York Daily Record: Environmental justice begins with dignity 
https://www.ydr.com/story/opinion/readers/2026/08/13/environmental-justice-starts-with-dignity-in-
york-pa-opinion/91269533007/ 
 
WOLF: Luzerne County approves another $1.06M for Wyoming Valley Airport improvements 
https://fox56.com/news/local/luzerne-county-approves-another-106m-for-wyoming-valley-airport-
improvements 
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WHYY: Delaware’s drinking water supplier Veolia files suit against 9 companies for PFAS contamination 
https://whyy.org/articles/delaware-drinking-water-pfas-veolia-lawsuit/ 
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