
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – Patti 
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others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov 
 
 
Top DEP Stories 
 
WJAC: How Bellefonte food bank is using DEP funding to expand fresh food access to those in-need 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/how-bellefonte-food-bank-is-using-dep-funding-to-expand-fresh-food-
access-to-those-in-need 
 
StateCollege.com: DEP funds helping FaithCentre Food Bank fight hunger while reducing waste 
https://www.statecollege.com/articles/local-news/dep-funds-helping-faithcentre-food-bank-fight-
hunger-while-reducing-waste/  
 
Centre Daily Times: How a Bellefonte food bank is targeting community hunger through DEP grant funds 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/bellefonte/article316870922.html  
 
WJAC TV: How Bellefonte Food Bank is using DEP funding to expand  
https://wjactv.com/news/local/how-bellefonte-food-bank-is-using-dep-funding-to-expand-fresh-food-
access-to-those-in-need  
 
WTAJ TV: DEP highlights grant program at Bellefonte Food Bank; no future funding expected 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/local-news/dep-highlights-grant-program-at-bellefonte-food-bank-no-
future-funding-expected/  
 
 
Mentions 
 
StateCollege.com: Centre County Commissioners Award Nearly $280K in Block Grant Funds to 
Mountaintop Regional Water Project 
https://www.statecollege.com/articles/local-news/centre-county-commissioners-award-nearly-280k-in-
block-grant-funds-to-mountaintop-regional-water-project/  
 
Metro Philadelphia: Study finds ‘alarmingly high’ fecal contamination in Philly waterways 
https://metrophiladelphia.com/stories/philadelphia-waterways-fecal-contamination-e-coli,151688 
 
Spotlight PA: Slow cleanup of Pa. pipeline leak shows effects of Trump admin rolling back environmental 
oversight 
https://www.spotlightpa.org/news/2026/08/energy-transfer-upper-makefield-trump-administration-
unleashed-energy-environment/ 
 
WTAJ: DEP highlights grant program at Bellefonte food bank, no future funding expected 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/local-news/dep-highlights-grant-program-at-bellefonte-food-bank-no-
future-funding-expected/ 
 
Erie Times: Another $3.3 million set aside for further cleanup at Ironworks Square 
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https://www.goerie.com/story/news/local/2026/08/14/ironworks-square-project-erie-more-cleanup-
planned-12th-street/91276017007/ 
 
 
Air 
 
Lancaster Farming: How Wildfire Smoke and Poor Ventilation Affect Cattle 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/livestock/how-wildfire-smoke-and-poor-ventilation-
affect-cattle/article_d53aab9b-d120-4106-a1d1-ad77c3ef7642.html 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Ligonier Beach redevelopment awaits findings from safety walkthrough 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/ligonier-beach-redevelopment-awaits-findings-from-
safety-walkthrough/article_d82f7f40-9ab5-443a-93a8-50e93b80330f.html 
 
WJAC: Organizers prep for return of annual outdoor recreation, ATV ride event in Cambria County 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/rock-run-summer-blast-returns-to-cambria-co-regular-riding-to-be-
closed-for-event 
 
Tribune Democrat: Preliminary Somerset County ATV trail proposal draws questions, concerns 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/local_news/preliminary-somerset-county-atv-trail-proposal-draws-
questions-concerns/article_a4e99bd3-6655-4352-883b-12d731fab071.html 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Upper Darby residents rally to save the ‘Mozino Forest’ from mixed-use 
development plans 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/upper-darby-mozino-forest-zoning-development-
20260813.html 
 
Daily Local: State of the County: Chairman reaffirms commitment to open space 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2026/08/14/state-of-the-county-chairman-reaffirms-commitment-to-open-
space/ 
 
Lancaster Online: Ephrata Borough moves closer to completing Winters Memorial walking trail 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/ephrata-borough-moves-closer-to-completing-winters-
memorial-walking-trail/article_9c2af12c-5a63-4e8d-af9a-80d26f404d8e.html 
 
Corry Journal: Water chestnut infestation dominates discussion at Spartansburg Borough Council 
meeting 
https://www.thecorryjournal.com/news/water-chestnut-infestation-dominates-discussion-at-
spartansburg-borough-council-meeting/article_6b0b4c2e-2f7d-4126-b957-d8f1fa3b91d1.html 
 
 
Data Centers 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Coal Center makes data center vote unanimous 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2026/08/14/coal-center-makes-data-center-vote-unanimous/ 
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TribLive: Buffalo Township pauses data center proposals while it establishes an ordinance to deal with 
them 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/buffalo-township-pauses-data-center-proposals-while-
it-establishes-an-ordinance-to-deal-with-them/ 
 
TribLive: Allegheny Township looks to draft data center ordinance 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/allegheny-township-looks-to-draft-data-center-
ordinance/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Where governor candidates Garrity and Shapiro stand on data centers 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/08/pa-election-2026-where-governor-candidates-
garrity-and-shapiro-stand-on-data-centers/ 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: King of Prussia data center complex is rejected by Upper Merion Township 
officials 
https://www.inquirer.com/real-estate/commercial/kop-data-center-developer-lawsuit-brian-oneill-
upper-merion-20260813.html 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Your Peco bill could increase because of new hyperscale AI data centers. 
Here’s how. 
https://www.inquirer.com/consumer/technology/inq2/ai-hyperscale-data-centers-peco-bills-costs-
philadelphia-20260813.html 
 
CBS3: Upper Merion supervisors reject applications seeking to build data centers 
https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/news/upper-merion-township-data-centers-applications-
rejected/ 
 
NBC10: Upper Merion leadership votes no to proposed data center 
https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/upper-merion-data-center-vote-thursday-
meeting/4447838/ 
 
Philly 17: Developer vows to appeal after Upper Merion rejects data center project 
https://phl17.com/phl17-news/developer-vows-to-appeal-after-upper-merion-rejects-data-center-
project/ 
 
KYW: Upper Merion rejects data center proposals; board votes 5-0 against 
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/local/upper-merion-rejects-data-centers 
 
WHYY: Upper Merion board denies hyperscale data center campus near King of Prussia 
https://whyy.org/articles/upper-merion-board-king-of-prussia-data-center/ 
 
WHYY: Opposition to data center construction is rising sharply, survey says 
https://whyy.org/articles/data-center-opposition-growing-survey/ 
 
Patch.com: Controversial Data Center 'Cluster' In King Of Prussia Rejected 
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/norristown/controversial-data-center-cluster-king-prussia-rejected 
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Town & Country: New Twist in Proposed Upper Hanover Data Center 
https://upvnews.com/news/article.ashx?article=32811 
 
Lancaster Online: Manheim Borough looks to have data center regulations in place by end of October 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/manheim-borough-looks-to-have-data-center-regulations-
in-place-by-end-of-october/article_59694370-3c79-46c8-b8d3-70cf4e1b135a.html 
 
WITF: As data centers expand, Lancaster County officials call for a pause and more local control 
https://www.witf.org/2026/08/13/as-data-centers-expand-lancaster-county-officials-call-for-a-pause-
and-more-local-control/ 
 
Scranton Times: Data center developer files new appeals against Dickson City 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/08/13/data-center-developer-files-new-appeals-against-
dickson-city/ 
 
Lehighvalleynews: Air Products abandons plan for data center at former Upper Macungie headquarters 
https://www.lehighvalleypublicmedia.org/news/all/air-products-abandons-plan-for-data-center-at-
former-upper-macungie-headquarters/ 
 
 
Energy 
 
TribLive: Fairfield Township OKs solar farm plans for Fort Palmer area 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/fairfield-township-oks-solar-farm-plans-for-fort-palmer-area/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: NextEra's Pennsylvania gas plant secures first funding under U.S.-Japan deal 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/08/13/nextera-south-mon-pittsburgh-plant.html 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Record-Argus Pa: has quietly passed a law undermining a court decision on lucrative mineral rights 
https://www.recordargusnews.com/news/pa-has-quietly-passed-a-law-undermining-a-court-decision-
on-lucrative-mineral-rights/article_01a9e8c9-4aac-4577-84cb-7deb1576ae6c.html 
 
 
Vector Management 
 
Bradford Era: West Nile virus detected in Eldred Township mosquito sample 
https://www.bradfordera.com/2026/08/14/west-nile-virus-detected-eldred-township-mosquito-
sample/ 
 
 
Water 
 
KDKA: How a Pittsburgh environmental group is monitoring E. coli in popular swimming and fishing spots 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/pittsburgh-e-coli-three-rivers-waterkeeper/ 
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WHYY: More than half of Pennsylvania waterways contain fecal bacteria during parts of the year, report 
says 
https://whyy.org/articles/fecal-bacteria-pennsylvania-waterways/ 
 
York Daily Record: Swimming banned at two state park beaches due to high bacteria levels 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2026/08/14/two-central-pa-beaches-are-closed-due-to-high-
bacteria-levels/91301583007/ 
 
CBS21: Veolia Water says discolored water is safe to drink, water quality to improve soon 
https://local21news.com/news/local/veolia-water-says-discolored-water-is-safe-to-drink-water-quality-
to-improve-soon-harrisburg-pa-pennsylvania-company-manganese-concentrations-department-of-
environmental-protection-us 
 
Standard Speaker: Tests find E. coli in local streams and rivers 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2026/08/13/tests-find-e-coli-in-state-streams-and-rivers/ 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
WESA: As Pa. farmers contend with high fertilizer prices, one possible solution emerges 
https://www.wesanews.org/environment-energy/2026-08-14/farmers-fertilizer-prices 
 
6abc: Large sinkhole stretches across intersection in Philadelphia's Logan section 
https://6abc.com/post/large-sinkhole-stretches-intersection-philadelphias-logan-section/19677854/ 
 
WHYY: Philly’s Kensington High shuttered after asbestos issue discovered during HVAC replacement 
https://whyy.org/articles/philly-kensington-high-school-asbestos-closed-hvac/ 
 
Lancaster Farming: EPA’s Mid-Atlantic Boss Keeps Farmers in the Discussion 
https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming-news/conservation/epa-s-mid-atlantic-boss-keeps-farmers-
in-the-discussion/article_014b0075-37a8-4b75-84e0-3a1577695d47.html 
 
Standard Speaker: Area developer to continue Hazleton townhome project decades later 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2026/08/13/area-developer-to-continue-hazleton-townhome-
project-decades-later/ 
 
Morning Call: Pet Food Manufacturer to open first cold storage facility in Lehigh Valley 
https://www.mcall.com/2026/08/14/pet-food-manufacturer-to-open-first-cold-storage-warehouse-in-
lehigh-valley/ 
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