
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – Patti 
Monahan; SERO – Robyn Briggs; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and 
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Butler Eagle: Connoquenessing Township submits revised Act 537 sewer plan to DEP 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20260817/connoquenessing-township-submits-revised-act-537-sewer-
plan-to-dep/ 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Gov. Josh Shapiro signs executive order restricting data center development 
in Pennsylvania 
https://www.inquirer.com/politics/pennsylvania/josh-shapiro-data-center-order-20260818.html 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: The plan to turn a contaminated industrial site in Kennett Square into housing 
takes another step forward despite residents’ pushback 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/kennett-square-nvf-housing-development-
20260818.html 
 
NBC10: Pa. Gov. Josh Shapiro to sign executive order placing guardrails on data centers 
https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/pennsylvania-governor-josh-shapiro-data-centers-
executive-order/4449803/ 
 
MSN: Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro cracks down on data centers, says speculators are 'scaring our 
communities' 
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/other/pennsylvania-gov-josh-shapiro-cracks-down-on-data-centers-
says-speculators-are-scaring-our-communities/ar-AA2aoZ4z?ocid=BingNewsVerp 
 
Philly Tribune: Pa. Gov. Josh Shapiro signs executive order placing guardrails on data centers 
https://www.phillytrib.com/news/state_and_region/pa-gov-josh-shapiro-signs-executive-order-placing-
guardrails-on-data-centers/article_78819633-59a7-44be-b4e4-6c3ee40b61dc.html 
 
Washington Post: Pennsylvania will sharply limit data center development, expand review process 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2026/08/18/pennsylvania-gov-josh-shapiro-set-order-new-
limits-data-center-development/ 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Pittsburgh just had its wettest first half of August on record. What's next? 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/weather-news/2026/08/17/pittsburgh-wettest-august-
tornadoes/stories/202608170035 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
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Lebtown: Conservancy preserves 136-acre Donmoyer dairy farm in E. Hanover Twp. 
https://lebtown.com/2026/08/18/conservancy-preserves-136-acre-donmoyer-dairy-farm-in-east-
hanover-township/?lts=q9cn5r11ic 
 
Pottstown Mercury: Upper Pottsgrove votes to buy 3 properties for $3 million 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2026/08/18/upper-pottsgrove-votes-to-buy-3-properties-for-3-million/ 
 
 
Data Centers 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Eaton and Trane partner on design to speed AI data center deployment 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2026/08/17/eaton-trane-data-center-design.html 
 
Butler Eagle: Jackson Twp. to vote on two developments, data center use at Aug. 20 meeting 
https://www.butlereagle.com/20260818/jackson-twp-to-vote-on-two-developments-data-center-use-
at-aug-20-meeting/ 
 
Cranberry Eagle: Jackson Twp. to vote on two developments, data center use at Aug. 20 meeting 
https://www.cranberryeagle.com/2026/08/18/jackson-twp-to-vote-on-two-developments-data-center-
use-at-aug-20-meeting/ 
 
WFMZ: PJM proposes data centers bring their own power or face curtailment 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/lehighvalley/pjm-proposes-data-centers-bring-their-own-power-or-
face-curtailment/article_0d06f572-4932-49ee-868b-d10ad07231a4.html 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: As Philly-area construction has slowed, builders are shifting to data centers 
and military projects 
https://www.inquirer.com/real-estate/commercial/philadelphia-investment-development-ai-defense-
funding-20260818.html 
 
Philly Burbs: How Garrity calculates data center donations to Shapiro campaign 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/politics/elections/state/2026/08/18/garrity-data-center-
donation-claims-shapiro-explained/91190156007/ 
 
 
Energy 
 
Pennlive: Slow roll onto Three Mile Island marks big step in return of nuclear power 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2026/08/slow-roll-onto-three-mile-island-marks-big-step-in-return-of-
nuclear-power.html 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Public Source: Elizabeth Township punts gas well permit decision until September 
https://www.publicsource.org/elizabeth-township-delays-fracking-decision/ 
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Waste 
 
Lebtown: Copart pays $12.5M for salvage yard 
https://lebtown.com/2026/08/18/copart-pays-12-5m-for-salvage-yard/?lts=pm4q19fxn5 
 
 
Water 
 
Mon Valley Independent: Pa. American Water announces rate hikes, assistance programs 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2026/08/18/pa-american-water-announces-rate-hikes-
assistance-programs/ 
 
York Daily Record: One southcentral Pa. lake reopens for swimming as another remains shut 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2026/08/17/bacteria-levels-keep-york-county-lake-closed-to-
swimmers/91336270007/ 
 
Levittown Now: Fish & Boat Commission Ending Deputy Waterway Officer Program 
https://levittownnow.com/2026/08/18/fish-boat-commission-ending-deputy-waterway-officer-
program/ 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
WJAC: 'We just need help!' Somerset County flood damage fails to meet state assistance threshold 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/we-just-need-help-somerset-county-flood-damage-fails-to-meet-state-
assistance-threshold 
 
SciTechDaily: Scientists Turn One of the World’s Hardest-To-Recycle Plastics Into Engine Oil 
https://scitechdaily.com/scientists-turn-one-of-the-worlds-hardest-to-recycle-plastics-into-engine-oil/ 
 
WHYY: A futuristic, hybrid-electric aircraft took flight at a test demo in Philadelphia 
https://whyy.org/articles/hybrid-electric-airplane-philadelphia-test-flight/ 
 
Bucks County Herald: Where governor candidates Garrity and Shapiro stand on the environment 
https://www.buckscountyherald.com/news/election/where-governor-candidates-garrity-and-shapiro-
stand-on-the-environment/article_f724af75-4db6-4bf2-941d-26226af41ed4.html 
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