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Top DEP Stories 
 
2822news: GOV. Shapiro donates 20 million of state budget to HSCA 
https://www.2822news.com/news/gov-shapiro-donates-20-million-of-state-budget-to-hsca/ 
 
WPXI: State leaders invest $20 million into Pittsburgh to help redevelop hazardous sites 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/state-leaders-invest-20-million-into-pittsburgh-help-redevelop-
hazardous-sites/P2FLRHBYNVEURIB4A3RYRZZTRI/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: DEP and Lycoming County officials highlight effort to combat mosquitoes 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/08/dep-and-lycoming-county-officials-highlight-
efforts-to-combat-mosquitos/  
 
 
Mentions 
 
Republican Herald: County formally requests denial of BRADS Landfill permit and NSP renewal 
https://www.republicanherald.com/2026/08/19/county-formally-requests-denial-of-brads-landfill-
permit-and-nsp-renewal/ 
 
Republican Herald: DEP orders full drawdown of Lake Wynonah, citing dam safety risks 
https://www.republicanherald.com/2026/08/17/dep-orders-full-drawdown-of-lake-wynonah-citing-
dam-safety-risks/ 
 
Republican Herald: Lake Wynonah board still plans to rehabilitate dam 
https://www.republicanherald.com/2026/08/20/lake-wynonah-board-still-plans-to-rehabilitate-dam/ 
 
Scranton Times: Data center backers, opponents weigh Shapiro’s new rules 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/08/19/data-center-backers-opponents-weigh-shapiros-new-
rules/ 
 
WESA: Pa. to study whether area in Laurel Highlands is ‘unsuitable’ for coal mine 
https://www.wesanews.org/environment-energy/2026-08-20/pa-study-laurel-highlands-coal-mine 
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: Planning Commission approves modifications for 735 acre solar farm 
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/planning-commission-approves-modifications-for-735-acre-
solar-farm/  
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Could a Bucks County Amazon data center be affected by Gov. Shapiro’s 
order? 
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/amazon-data-center-bucks-county-permit-
20260820.html\ 

mailto:brandongla@pa.gov
https://www.2822news.com/news/gov-shapiro-donates-20-million-of-state-budget-to-hsca/
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/state-leaders-invest-20-million-into-pittsburgh-help-redevelop-hazardous-sites/P2FLRHBYNVEURIB4A3RYRZZTRI/
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/state-leaders-invest-20-million-into-pittsburgh-help-redevelop-hazardous-sites/P2FLRHBYNVEURIB4A3RYRZZTRI/
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/08/dep-and-lycoming-county-officials-highlight-efforts-to-combat-mosquitos/
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2026/08/dep-and-lycoming-county-officials-highlight-efforts-to-combat-mosquitos/
https://www.republicanherald.com/2026/08/19/county-formally-requests-denial-of-brads-landfill-permit-and-nsp-renewal/
https://www.republicanherald.com/2026/08/19/county-formally-requests-denial-of-brads-landfill-permit-and-nsp-renewal/
https://www.republicanherald.com/2026/08/17/dep-orders-full-drawdown-of-lake-wynonah-citing-dam-safety-risks/
https://www.republicanherald.com/2026/08/17/dep-orders-full-drawdown-of-lake-wynonah-citing-dam-safety-risks/
https://www.republicanherald.com/2026/08/20/lake-wynonah-board-still-plans-to-rehabilitate-dam/
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/08/19/data-center-backers-opponents-weigh-shapiros-new-rules/
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/08/19/data-center-backers-opponents-weigh-shapiros-new-rules/
https://www.wesanews.org/environment-energy/2026-08-20/pa-study-laurel-highlands-coal-mine
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/planning-commission-approves-modifications-for-735-acre-solar-farm/
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/planning-commission-approves-modifications-for-735-acre-solar-farm/
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/amazon-data-center-bucks-county-permit-20260820.html/
https://www.inquirer.com/news/pennsylvania/amazon-data-center-bucks-county-permit-20260820.html/


 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
WESA: Audubon Society of Western Pa. lands $240k to expand community conservation education 
efforts 
https://www.wesanews.org/environment-energy/2026-08-21/audubon-society-conservation-education 
 
Daily American: Federal protections may change for parts of Allegheny National Forest 
https://www.dailyamerican.com/story/news/environment/2026/08/21/allegheny-national-forest-
federal-protections/91390166007/ 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Tubmill Trout Club Unlimited improves over 1,000 feet of trout habitat 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/tubmill-trout-club-unlimited-improves-over-1-000-
feet-of-trout-habitat/article_1576d93e-94c1-4153-bfce-ab62f94370d8.html 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: 2-mile stretch of Great Allegheny Passage trail closed indefinitely amid 
landslide threat 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2026/08/21/great-allegheny-passage-trail-closure-
update/stories/202608210036 
 
Tribune-Democrat: 'Exploration center' under construction at Hinckston Run Reservoir 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/local_news/exploration-center-under-construction-at-hinckston-run-
reservoir/article_6c508087-bda3-44c3-aa74-0b1c7d29e830.html 
 
Axios: How to help Pennsylvania's bats 
https://www.axios.com/local/pittsburgh/2026/08/21/how-to-help-pennsylvania-bats 
 
Erie Times: Federal protections may change for parts of Allegheny National Forest 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/environment/2026/08/21/allegheny-national-forest-federal-
protections/91390166007/ 
 
Bradford Era: Public comment opens on proposed Roadless Rule repeal 
https://www.bradfordera.com/2026/08/20/public-comment-opens-proposed-roadless-rule-repeal/ 
 
Reading Eagle: All national parks will be free to visit on Aug. 25 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2026/08/21/all-national-parks-will-be-free-to-visit-on-aug-25/ 
 
WTAJ: PA invests $9.1 million to preserve farmland across 16 counties 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/local-news/pa-invests-9-1-million-to-preserve-farmland-across-16-
counties/ 
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: Wysox Supervisors Award $531K Bid for Boat Launch Project 
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/wysox-supervisors-award-531k-bid-for-boat-launch-project/  
 
 
Data Centers 
 

https://www.wesanews.org/environment-energy/2026-08-21/audubon-society-conservation-education
https://www.dailyamerican.com/story/news/environment/2026/08/21/allegheny-national-forest-federal-protections/91390166007/
https://www.dailyamerican.com/story/news/environment/2026/08/21/allegheny-national-forest-federal-protections/91390166007/
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/tubmill-trout-club-unlimited-improves-over-1-000-feet-of-trout-habitat/article_1576d93e-94c1-4153-bfce-ab62f94370d8.html
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/tubmill-trout-club-unlimited-improves-over-1-000-feet-of-trout-habitat/article_1576d93e-94c1-4153-bfce-ab62f94370d8.html
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2026/08/21/great-allegheny-passage-trail-closure-update/stories/202608210036
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2026/08/21/great-allegheny-passage-trail-closure-update/stories/202608210036
https://www.tribdem.com/news/local_news/exploration-center-under-construction-at-hinckston-run-reservoir/article_6c508087-bda3-44c3-aa74-0b1c7d29e830.html
https://www.tribdem.com/news/local_news/exploration-center-under-construction-at-hinckston-run-reservoir/article_6c508087-bda3-44c3-aa74-0b1c7d29e830.html
https://www.axios.com/local/pittsburgh/2026/08/21/how-to-help-pennsylvania-bats
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/environment/2026/08/21/allegheny-national-forest-federal-protections/91390166007/
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/environment/2026/08/21/allegheny-national-forest-federal-protections/91390166007/
https://www.bradfordera.com/2026/08/20/public-comment-opens-proposed-roadless-rule-repeal/
https://www.readingeagle.com/2026/08/21/all-national-parks-will-be-free-to-visit-on-aug-25/
https://www.wtaj.com/news/local-news/pa-invests-9-1-million-to-preserve-farmland-across-16-counties/
https://www.wtaj.com/news/local-news/pa-invests-9-1-million-to-preserve-farmland-across-16-counties/
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/wysox-supervisors-award-531k-bid-for-boat-launch-project/


Allegheny Front: Opposition to data center construction is rising sharply, survey says 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/data-center-ai-construction-opposition/ 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Trump keeps embracing data centers even as they become toxic in midterm 
races 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/tech-news/2026/08/20/trump-embracing-data-centers-
midterms/stories/202608210010 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Data center developers are pushing Pennsylvania officials to sign secrecy 
agreements. At least some are saying yes. 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/tech-news/2026/08/21/pennsylvania-data-centers-
nda/stories/202608210009 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Shapiro's data center order draws mixed reactions 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/local_news/shapiros-data-center-order-draws-mixed-
reactions/article_4682bed6-3fb5-5de6-b546-f93666b95b7f.html 
 
Public Source: Shapiro shifts course on data centers as governor campaign ramps up 
https://www.publicsource.org/shapiro-data-centers-pennsylvania-energy/ 
 
Lehighvalleylive: The rumors are true. Amazon is end user in contentious Pa. data center project. 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/news/2026/08/the-rumors-are-true-amazon-is-end-user-in-
contentious-pa-data-center-project.html 
 
Morning Call: Talking Business with Becky Bradley: Facts, fears and what you need to know about the 
data center debate 
https://www.mcall.com/2026/08/21/talking-business-with-becky-bradley-facts-fears-and-what-you-
need-to-know-about-the-data-center-debate/ 
 
Standard Speaker: ‘Why Here?’: Tensions, questions remain over proposed AWS data center in Kline 
Twp. 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2026/08/19/why-here-tensions-questions-remain-over-proposed-
aws-data-center-in-kline-twp/ 
 
Pennlive: Pa. township temporarily suspends data center and technological development 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2026/08/pa-township-temporarily-suspends-data-center-and-
technological-development.html 
 
Reading Eagle: Foes of data centers boo Shapiro’s data center order, as lawmakers cheer 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2026/08/21/legislators-cheer-opponents-boo-shapiros-data-center-
order/ 
 
WKOK: New data center development is temporarily suspended in Gregg Township 
https://www.wkok.com/new-data-center-development-is-temporarily-suspended-in-gregg-township/  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Gregg Township temporarily suspends new data center development 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/gregg-township-temporarily-suspends-new-data-center-
development/article_4dc3478c-4c9d-4e65-b2e3-159db74698ff.html  
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Shamokin News-Item: Data center developers pushing government officials to sign secrecy 
agreements       
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/data-center-developers-pushing-government-officials-to-sign-
secrecy-agreements/article_46d7e99e-46b0-5f4c-aaa0-63ff26db5071.html  
 
Shamokin News-Item: Mount Carmel township advances data center ordinance to Sept. 23 hearing 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/mount-carmel-township-advances-data-center-ordinance-to-
sept-23-hearing/article_c59e816f-f0e8-4e57-8596-51f067826b5b.html  
 
StateCollege.com: Patton Township updates zoning to address data centers 
https://www.statecollege.com/articles/local-news/patton-township-updates-zoning-to-address-data-
centers/  
 
My Chesco.com: Shapiro Tightens Data Center Rules on Power Costs, Permits 
https://www.mychesco.com/a/news/government/shapiro-tightens-data-center-rules-on-power-costs-
permits/#google_vignette 
 
Patch.com: As Another Data Center Fight Continues In Montco, Gov. Shapiro's Influence Apparent 
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/limerick/another-data-center-fight-continues-montco-gov-shapiros-
influence-apparent 
 
 
Energy 
 
Bradford Era: Route 6 Alliance launches energy mini-grant program 
https://www.bradfordera.com/2026/08/21/route-6-alliance-launches-energy-mini-grant-program/ 
 
New Castle News: Department of Energy officials hold roundtable in city 
https://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/local_news/department-of-energy-officials-hold-roundtable-in-
city/article_a2030049-744e-4aca-9483-a4b247b4bb9c.html 
 
Scranton Times: Conceptual plans for power plant continue to fuel safety debate in Archbald 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/2026/08/19/conceptual-plans-for-power-plant-continue-to-fuel-
safety-debate-in-archbald/ 
 
WBRE: Thousands of UGI customers without power in Plymouth 
https://www.2822news.com/news/thousands-of-ugi-customers-without-power-in-plymouth/ 
 
 
Waste 
 
KDKA: Nearly 3,000 pounds of trash was removed from forest in Pennsylvania. See photos 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/michaux-state-forest-3000-pounds-of-trash/ 
 
 
Water 
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Meadville Tribune: Cambridge Springs awards contract for storm sewer line repair 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/local_news/cambridge-springs-awards-contract-for-storm-
sewer-line-repair/article_734b7c42-6442-4979-9507-c5df53aa20d1.html 
 
WFMZ: Bethlehem City Council OKs agreement for wastewater treatment plant violations 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/lehighvalley/northampton-county/bethlehem-area/bethlehem-city-
council-oks-agreement-for-wastewater-treatment-plant-violations/article_2b7037ea-1a68-430e-850f-
bbfcc16bb2b7.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Lancaster Area Sewer Authority lifts water conservation notice for 7 municipalities 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/lancaster-area-sewer-authority-lifts-water-conservation-notice-
for-7-municipalities-update/article_9211046a-99c9-4b7b-8750-58c6ef10e6b9.html 
 
WGAL: Lancaster Area Sewer Authority asks customers to conserve water after power failure 
https://www.wgal.com/article/lancaster-area-sewer-authority-asks-customers-conserve-water-power-
failure/73490016 
 
York Daily Record: Lake in York County reopens for swimming after weeklong closure 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2026/08/21/swimming-returns-to-gifford-pinchot-state-park-
lake/91400756007/ 
 
Gettysburg Times: Littlestown adds notice safeguard to water-inspection proposal 
https://www.gettysburgtimes.com/news/local/littlestown-adds-notice-safeguard-to-water-inspection-
proposal/article_af2b98ef-73de-4811-a400-4047b270cb68.html 
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: New Albany sewer plant project put out for bid 
https://www.rocket-courier.com/articles/new-albany-sewer-plant-project-put-out-for-bid/  
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Standard Speaker: New radio station hits NEPA airwaves 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2026/08/21/new-radio-station-hits-nepa-airwaves/ 
 
Pennlive: Pa. Game Commission seeks info on damage done to state game lands 
https://www.pennlive.com/crime/2026/08/pa-game-commission-seeks-info-on-damage-done-to-state-
game-lands.html 
 
York Daily Record: Federal protections may change for parts of Allegheny National Forest 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/environment/2026/08/21/allegheny-national-forest-federal-
protections/91390166007/ 
 
Gettysburg Times: Qually to lead State Conservation Commission 
https://www.gettysburgtimes.com/news/local/qually-to-lead-state-conservation-
commission/article_066d73d4-2672-4db4-bf7b-1fd2d1075fb9.html 
 
Wyalusing Rocket-Courier: Commissioner Doug McLinko appointed to EPA advisory committee 
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