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Top DEP Stories 
 
Bradford Era: McKean County receives $400,000 for streambank improvements 
http://www.bradfordera.com/news/mckean-county-receives-for-streambank-
improvements/article_3446f5a6-0cb0-11e9-bac7-73109de63012.html 
 
WNEP: Grant to Fix Flooding Issues in Wyoming County 
https://wnep.com/2018/12/29/grant-to-fix-flooding-issues-in-wyoming-county/ 
 
Morning Call: State to kick in money to help restore part of Bushkill Creek that has lost its flow 
https://www.mcall.com/news/breaking/mc-nws-bushkill-creek-grant-20181228-story.html 
 
Express Times: $80K from Pa. aims to restore 1.5 miles of the Bushkill Creek 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/news/2018/12/80k-from-pa-aims-to-restore-15-miles-of-the-bushkill-
creek.html 
 
StateImpact PA: Mariner East 2 pipeline is up and running, Sunoco says 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2018/12/29/mariner-east-2-pipeline-is-up-and-running-
sunoco-says/ 
 
Pennlive: Natural gas pipeline now online, path goes through Cumberland County 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2018/12/state-crossing-pipeline-now-online-path-goes-through-
cumberland-county.html 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Controversial Mariner East 2 pipeline now in service 
http://www.philly.com/news/pennsylvania/mariner-east-pipeline-in-service-20181230.html 
 
Delaware County Daily Times: Mariner East 2 pipeline up and running, but foes not happy 
https://www.delcotimes.com/news/mariner-east-pipeline-up-and-running-but-foes-not-
happy/article_3d66b2ec-8edb-5f6b-b287-efbd7e8fb7ee.html 
 
Chester County Daily Local: Sunoco says its hybrid Mariner East 2 pipeline is now online 
https://www.dailylocal.com/business/sunoco-says-its-hybrid-mariner-east-pipeline-is-now-
online/article_4c5e1750-766c-540e-b418-994cecd23003.html 
 
AP News: Energy Transfer Announces Mariner East 2 Pipeline Is in Service 
https://www.apnews.com/dd3f6f5e185c428c88c714049138432e 
 
Post-Gazette: Pa. Supreme Court reinstates impact fees on Armstrong County-based shale gas driller 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2018/12/28/Pennsylvania-Supreme-Court-
impact-fees-shale-gas-drilling-wells-Snyder-brothers-opinion/stories/201812280158 
 
Mentions 
 
Observer-Reporter: Firefighters battle blaze at Monongahela scrapyard  
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https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/firefighters-battle-blaze-at-monongahela-
scrapyard/article_651f43b2-0ab3-11e9-ba87-87dca62be578.html 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette:  Public should have been informed of spill (LTE) 
http://www.sungazette.com/opinion/letters/2018/12/public-should-have-been-informed/ 
 
Centre Daily Times: What the wettest year on record meant for Centre County in 2018: Flooding, mold, 
water system woes, West Nile 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/article223675395.html 
 
Air 
 
Tribune-Review: Alle-Kiski Valley year in review: What made news in 2018 
https://triblive.com/local/valleynewsdispatch/14448467-74/alle-kiski-year-in-review-what-made-news-
in-2018  
 
Beaver County Times: Ohio EPA issues air permit for potential cracker plant 
http://www.timesonline.com/news/20181226/ohio-epa-issues-air-permit-for-potential-cracker-plant 
 
Climate Change 
 
Tribune-Review: Climate change is affecting northeastern Pennsylvania 
https://triblive.com/state/pennsylvania/14451353-74/climate-change-is-affecting-northeastern-
pennsylvania 
 
Post-Gazette: After Paris: U.S. is still involved in fighting climate change 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2018/12/30/After-Paris-U-S-is-still-involved-in-
fighting-climate-change/stories/201812300102 
 
AP News: Climate change affecting northeastern Pennsylvania 
https://apnews.com/f1098ba7bc284e5e9d93d347141287b3 
 
Erie Times: Changing bird migrations through Erie region hint at climate change (LTE) 
http://www.goerie.com/news/20181229/changing-bird-migrations-through-erie-region-hint-at-climate-
change 
 
Conservation & Recreation 
 
Bucks County Courier Times: Environmentalists count wins and losses from 2018 
http://www.buckscountycouriertimes.com/news/20181231/environmentalists-count-wins-and-losses-
from-2018 
 
Citizen’s Voice: DCNR plans New Year’s Day hikes 
https://www.citizensvoice.com/news/dcnr-plans-new-year-s-day-hikes-1.2427905 
 
Times Observer: Allegheny National Forest and Fish Hatchery has limited staff during government 
shutdown 
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http://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2018/12/allegheny-national-forest-and-fish-hatchery-
has-limited-staff-during-government-shutdown/ 
 
Times Observer: Pa. Fish and Boat Commission advise caution for ice anglers 
http://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2018/12/pa-fish-and-boat-commission-advise-
caution-for-ice-anglers/ 
 
Meadville Tribune: Tribune's Top Stories of 2018: 10 to 7 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/tribune-s-top-stories-of-to/article_f3cb9966-0a23-11e9-
ab22-fb60c57e93c4.html 
 
New Castle News: Moraine, other state parks to host First Day Hikes 
http://www.ncnewsonline.com/news/lifestyles/moraine-other-state-parks-to-host-first-day-
hikes/article_1a554dcd-f7dd-58a5-9035-4898a00bd8e1.html 
 
Pennlive: Pennsylvania Nature Calendar for January 
https://www.pennlive.com/expo/life-and-culture/erry-2018/12/e78434f6448920/pennsylvania-nature-
calendar-f.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Manheim Twp. resident is Pa.'s first female state forester, oversees 2.2 million 
acres of forests 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/manheim-twp-resident-is-pa-s-first-female-state-
forester/article_99ad3216-062a-11e9-9861-8f627a9148c0.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Part of Camp Mack could become state game lands, public use would continue 
on 392 acres 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/part-of-camp-mack-could-become-state-game-lands-
public/article_89c5bc46-0adb-11e9-8edb-ab6e2b171bdd.html 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Volunteer birdwatchers of all ages fan out across Lancaster County Central Park 
for Christmas Bird Count 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/volunteer-birdwatchers-of-all-ages-fan-out-across-lancaster-
county/article_a16d27d6-0ba2-11e9-91db-cf7677d8b24c.html 
 
Pennlive: Flooding closes Dauphin County parks through Sunday 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2018/12/flooding-closes-dauphin-county-parks-through-sunday.html 
 
WGAL 8: Dauphin County parks closed due to flooding concerns 
https://www.wgal.com/article/dauphin-county-parks-closed-due-to-flooding-concerns/25706908 
 
ABC27: Rain closes two Swatara Township parks 
https://www.abc27.com/news/local/rain-closes-two-swatara-township-parks/1678922334 
 
Pennlive: Game officers investigating after elk, its calf found dead 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2018/12/game-officers-investigating-unlawfully-killed-elk-in-central-
pa.html 
 
Centre County Gazette: Game Commission investigating illegal killing of elk in Centre County 
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http://www.statecollege.com/news/local-news/game-commission-investigating-illegal-killing-of-elk-in-
centre-county,1478872/ 
 
Lock Haven Express: Area becoming mecca for outdoor recreation pursuits 
http://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2018/12/area-becoming-mecca-for-outdoor-recreation-
pursuits/  
 
Lock Haven Express: The eagle cam is back in Hanover 
http://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2018/12/the-eagle-cam-is-back-in-hanover/ 
 
Centre Daily Times: Why this year will be different for area bird watchers—In a good way 
https://www.centredaily.com/latest-news/article223677005.html 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Winter ices Susquehanna Riverlands and Wetlands attraction access 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/122918/page/1/story/winter-ices-attraction-access 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Locally and statewide, 2018 produced many positives for outdoorsmen 
https://www.newsitem.com/sports/locally-and-statewide-produced-many-positives-for-
outdoorsmen/article_fc9cfdc5-48ea-508a-aaf3-493684b3c1fd.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Juncos, woodpeckers, mallards and more spotted in Fox Chapel during Audubon bird 
count 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/region/2018/12/29/christmas-bird-count-audobon-society-
western-pennsylvania-fox-chapel-beechwood-farms/stories/201812290056 
 
Post-Gazette: New license plan lets anglers support favorite fishing programs 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/2018/12/28/Pennsylvania-fishing-Fish-and-Boat-Commission-
license/stories/201812280004 
 
Tribune-Review: Eagle Scout project brings fitness equipment to Lower Burrell park 
https://triblive.com/local/valleynewsdispatch/14450677-74/eagle-scout-project-brings-fitness-
equipment-to-lower-burrell-park 
 
Tribune-Review: New webcam on at Pittsburgh Hays bald eagle nest 
https://triblive.com/local/allegheny/14449321-74/new-webcam-on-at-pittsburgh-hays-bald-eagle-nest 
 
Energy 
 
Butler Eagle: Westinghouse, Rex Energy attract buyers 
http://www.butlereagle.com/article/20181229/NEWS01/712299941/-1/news 
 
Butler Eagle: Storm cuts power to thousands for days 
http://www.butlereagle.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20181229/NEWS01/712299899/-1/news 
 
Erie Times: State: Fewer Erie-area homes without safe way to heat 
http://www.goerie.com/news/20181231/state-fewer-erie-area-homes-without-safe-way-to-heat# 
 
Post-Gazette: Jonathan Lesser: Are electric cars worse for the environment? 
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https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/Op-Ed/2018/12/30/Jonathan-Lesser-Are-electric-cars-worse-
for-the-environment/stories/201812300100  
  
Post-Gazette: How a Pa. affordable housing agency is making ultra-efficient buildings mainstream 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/development/2018/12/31/pa-affordable-housing-tax-credits-
pennsylvania-housing-finance-agency-passive-house-design/stories/201812190012 
 
WESA: When Will Residents Of Marcellus Shale Region Be Able To Heat Their Homes With Gas? 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/when-will-residents-marcellus-shale-region-be-able-heat-their-homes-
gas#stream/0 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Shamokin News-Item: No. 9 story of 2018: Progress made in combating local blight 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/no-progress-made-in-combating-local-blight/article_190edc76-
82ce-502a-90c2-961167614e6b.html 
 
Mining 
 
Record Argus: EPA targets Obama crackdown on mercury from coal plants 
https://www.recordargusnews.com/articles/epa-targets-obama-crackdown-on-mercury-from-coal-
plants/ 
 
Scranton Times: Don’t weaken mercury rule 
https://www.thetimes-tribune.com/opinion/don-t-weaken-mercury-rule-1.2427926 
 
York Daily Record: York County environmental group blasts Trump Administration mercury regulation 
rollback 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/2018/12/28/york-co-environmental-group-blasts-trump-mercury-
regulation-rollback/2434334002/ 
 
Montgomery News: East Rockhill OKs tax hike, public comment policy 
http://www.montgomerynews.com/perkasienewsherald/news/east-rockhill-oks-tax-hike-public-
comment-policy/article_24215800-07a2-11e9-9672-2b57608255af.html 
 
Washington Post: EPA to make it harder to tighten mercury rules in the future 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/energy-environment/2018/12/28/epa-make-it-harder-tighten-
mercury-rules-future/ 
  
Oil and Gas  
 
StateImpact PA: Powerless: What it looks and sounds like when a gas driller overruns your land 
https://stateimpact.npr.org/pennsylvania/2018/12/31/powerless-what-it-looks-and-sounds-like-when-
a-gas-driller-overruns-your-land/ 
 
Erie Times: Pennsylvania natural gas bills expected to fall in 2019 
http://www.goerie.com/news/20181228/pennsylvania-natural-gas-bills-expected-to-fall-in-2019 
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http://www.goerie.com/news/20181228/pennsylvania-natural-gas-bills-expected-to-fall-in-2019


Meadville Tribune: FULL STORY: National Fuel Gas customers could see drop in monthly bills 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/full-story-national-fuel-gas-customers-could-see-drop-
in/article_a557e7e2-0af2-11e9-99e4-6f29b248f100.html 
 
Daily Local News: Mariner East 2 pipeline up and running, but foes not happy 
https://www.dailylocal.com/news/mariner-east-pipeline-up-and-running-but-foes-not-
happy/article_5f970a68-0c7c-11e9-9a18-1b5be7f07c8d.html 
 
Times Observer: Nation Fuel foresees cost decrease 
http://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2018/12/nation-fuel-foresees-cost-decrease/ 
 
WESA: Efficiencies, Pipelines Help Propel 2018 Gas Production 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/efficiencies-pipelines-help-propel-2018-gas-production#stream/0 
 
Tribune-Review: Plunging gas prices likely to continue for a couple of weeks, analyst says 
https://triblive.com/local/regional/14456625-74/plunging-gas-prices-likely-to-continue-for-a-couple-of-
weeks-analyst 
 
Beaver County Times: Never a dull moment: The Times looks back at 2018 and the topics that made 
headlines 
http://www.timesonline.com/news/20181230/never-dull-moment-times-looks-back-at-2018-and-
topics-that-made-headlines 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Look ahead: Slow and steady growth in natural gas will define 2019 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2018/12/31/look-ahead-slow-and-steady-growth-in-
natural-gas.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Gas prices continue to drop across Pennsylvania 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/gas-prices-continue-to-drop-across-pennsylvania/article_1100f4cc-
0cfe-11e9-bc31-db8482299536.html  
 
Shamokin News-Item: Local gas prices fall, following national trend 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/local-gas-prices-fall-following-national-
trend/article_6d42e1d9-3c5a-5938-99e1-b25df64cc6b0.html 
 
Radiation Protection 
 
Post-Gazette: Nuke on a truck: How Westinghouse is shrinking the nuclear power plant 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2018/12/31/westinghouse-microreactor-evinci-
generator-nuscale-power-general-atomics/stories/201812300007 
 
Waste 
 
Erie Times: Our view: Seek local trash solutions 
http://www.goerie.com/opinion/20181231/our-view-seek-local-trash-solutions 
 
Times Observer: Christmas tree-cycling for Kinzua Fish and Wildlife 
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http://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2018/12/christmas-tree-cycling-for-kinzua-fish-and-
wildlife/ 
 
WHYY: 19 N.J. cities banned plastic bags in 2018. Philly could join them in 2019. 
https://whyy.org/articles/19-n-j-cities-banned-plastic-bags-in-2018-philly-could-join-them-in-2019/ 
 
Chester County Daily Local: Local curbside recycling threatened as costs skyrocket 
https://www.dailylocal.com/news/local/local-curbside-recycling-threatened-as-costs-
skyrocket/article_d1f94912-09d5-11e9-a1b9-9f6519128c1d.html 
 
Post-Gazette: EPA recognizes Pitt for efforts to reduce what ends up in landfills 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/money/2018/12/28/EPA-recognizes-Pitt-dining-halls-sodexo-
food-waste-landfills-food-rescue-heroes/stories/201812270012 
 
Tribune-Review: North Hills communities set schedule for Christmas tree collection, recycling 
https://triblive.com/local/northhills/14446654-74/north-hills-communities-set-schedule-for-christmas-
tree-collection-recycling 
 
Beaver County Times: O Christmas compost: Trees once adorned in baubles and bulbs can be recycled at 
Beaver County’s one-of-a-kind facility 
http://www.timesonline.com/news/20181231/o-christmas-compost-trees-once-adorned-in-baubles-
and-bulbs-can-be-recycled-at-beaver-countys-one-of-a-kind-facility 
 
Observer-Reporter: Washington gets new trash, recycling service 
https://observer-reporter.com/news/localnews/washington-gets-new-trash-recycling-
service/article_16cce956-09ed-11e9-8904-9fb2ff59cc72.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Recycle those TVs: The city has a gameplan for electronic waste 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2018/12/31/Recycle-those-TVs-The-city-has-a-
gameplan-for-electronic-waste/stories/201812310028 
 
WJAC: Local farm recycles Christmas trees with the help of goats 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/local-farm-recycles-trees-with-the-help-of-goats 
 
WESA: Worm Composting Pilot Program Coming To City Offices 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/worm-composting-pilot-program-coming-city-offices#stream/0 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Dumpers and litterers, watch out! Philly hikes scrutiny, fines in a bid to clean up 
worst blocks 
http://www.philly.com/news/litter-philadelphia-dumping-fine-enforcement-corridor-20181228.html 
 
Pennlive: New uses for old Christmas trees 
https://www.pennlive.com/life/2018/12/new-uses-for-old-christmas-trees.html 
 
Water 
 
Meadville Tribune: Tribune's Top Stories of 2018: 6 to 4 
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https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/tribune-s-top-stories-of-to/article_44952ba4-0af7-11e9-af62-
9bc209f03ed3.html 
 
Post-Gazette: Show me the benefits, say consumers and groups about Aqua/Peoples merger 
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/powersource/2018/12/28/Show-me-the-benefits-say-
consumers-and-groups-about-Aqua-Peoples-merger/stories/201812280023 
 
Post-Gazette: Aquatic bottlenecks: Culverts passing water under roadways may be blocking the passage 
of fish 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2018/12/28/Pennsylvania-stream-fishing-culverts-Fish-
and-Boat-Commission-Trout-Unlimited/stories/201812280003 
 
Tribune-Review: Pittsburgh region on track to break yearly rainfall record 
https://triblive.com/local/allegheny/14456094-74/pittsburgh-region-on-track-to-break-yearly-rainfall-
record 
 
Post-Gazette: Roughly 100 without water at Crafton Heights, Ingram border 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2018/12/30/Roughly-100-no-water-Steuben-Street-Crafton-
Heights-pittsburgh/stories/201812300177 
 
Lancaster Newspapers: Lancaster County passes 5 feet of rain for the year, but rest of weekend should 
be dry 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/lancaster-county-passes-feet-of-rain-for-the-year-
but/article_883e5712-0b75-11e9-b523-d348d32122cc.html 
 
Pennlive: Harrisburg breaks 76-year daily rainfall record for Dec. 28: National Weather Service 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2018/12/harrisburg-breaks-76-year-rainfall-record-for-dec-28.html 
 
WGAL 8: Federal Government resumes flood insurance sales 
https://www.wgal.com/article/federal-government-resumes-flood-insurance-sales/25706733 
 
Lock Haven Express: Clinton County Economic Partnership looks ahead to projects for 2019 
http://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2018/12/first-quality-continues-to-lead-the-way-in-2019/  
 
Lock Haven Express: Good move to reduce layers, cost of government by eliminating sewer authority 
(Editorial) 
http://www.lockhaven.com/opinion/editorials/2018/12/good-move-to-reduce-layers-cost-of-
government/  
 
Centre Daily Times: The price the environment pays for salting roads (LTE) 
https://www.centredaily.com/latest-news/article223571170.html  
 
Towanda Daily Review: Insurance Commissioner: Federal government resumes flood insurance sales 
https://www.thedailyreview.com/news/local/insurance-commissioner-federal-government-resumes-
flood-insurance-sales/article_8547e29f-a6b4-512a-b19b-673a6c5fcb60.html  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Healing waterways energize Susquehanna Riverkeeper 
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https://www.dailyitem.com/news/local_news/made-a-difference-healing-waterways-energize-
susquehanna-riverkeeper/article_2fb54a96-727f-5282-8bca-242f480277e7.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Water line quickly repaired in Danville 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/water-line-quickly-repaired-in-danville/article_9f7d078c-0cfd-11e9-
8baa-8fc0b158d66f.html  
 
Sunbury Daily Item: River of longing (Column) 
https://www.dailyitem.com/opinion/columns/river-of-longing/article_8887159d-5190-50b8-a2e1-
6e0e8f0cc7e1.html 
 
Sunbury Daily Item:  No. 2 story of 2018:  Rain led to flooding, mold across region 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/snyder_county/no-rain-led-to-flooding-mold-across-
region/article_cd86f544-7509-5e9a-98bd-44b7a23a0af3.html  
 
Shamokin News-Item:  Authority’s meeting dates further dispute 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/local/authority-s-meeting-dates-further-dispute/article_0ea012d8-
6864-5c51-9a63-317fa7bb72cc.html 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
The Derrick: Wind Advisory Issued 
http://www.thederrick.com/free/wind-advisory-issued/article_7742c506-0cf6-11e9-87c2-
8789ee6be2ea.html 
  
ABC27: Farmers risk loss of federal payments, loans, from shutdown 
https://www.abc27.com/news/politics/shutdown-could-block-federal-payments-to-
farmers/1678141333 
 
Tribune-Review: Wet weather slows construction of new Murrysville Medic One garage 
https://triblive.com/local/murrysville/14449353-74/wet-weather-slows-construction-of-new-
murrysville-medic-one-garage 
 
Tribune-Review: Westmoreland County year in review: What made news in 2018 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/14448468-74/westmoreland-county-year-in-review-what-
made-news-in-2018 
 
Post-Gazette: A parking garage that turns down the lights, redirects storm water and welcomes bikes  
https://www.post-gazette.com/business/development/2018/12/25/Heinz-Field-parking-garage-green-
GBCI-stadium-authority-water-lights-bike/stories/201812240001  
 
Observer-Reporter: Seven officials envision what's ahead for Washington, Greene 
https://observer-reporter.com/business/seven-officials-envision-what-s-ahead-for-washington-
greene/article_84db1e08-fe40-11e8-9db2-476744926881.html 
 
WESA: Pittsburgh Says It's More Prepared If 2019 Brings More Landslides 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/pittsburgh-says-its-more-prepared-if-2019-brings-more-
landslides#stream/0 
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https://www.post-gazette.com/business/development/2018/12/25/Heinz-Field-parking-garage-green-GBCI-stadium-authority-water-lights-bike/stories/201812240001
https://observer-reporter.com/business/seven-officials-envision-what-s-ahead-for-washington-greene/article_84db1e08-fe40-11e8-9db2-476744926881.html
https://observer-reporter.com/business/seven-officials-envision-what-s-ahead-for-washington-greene/article_84db1e08-fe40-11e8-9db2-476744926881.html
https://www.wesa.fm/post/pittsburgh-says-its-more-prepared-if-2019-brings-more-landslides#stream/0
https://www.wesa.fm/post/pittsburgh-says-its-more-prepared-if-2019-brings-more-landslides#stream/0


 
WESA: Perception Of Quality Of Life In Pittsburgh Differs Based On Race 
https://www.wesa.fm/post/perception-quality-life-pittsburgh-differs-based-race#stream/0 
 
CNN.com:  When hospitals pour drugs down the drain 
https://www.cnn.com/2018/12/28/health/water-pharmaceutical-contaminants-epa/index.html 
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