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Top DEP Stories 
 
Indiana Gazette: Search extends into the night for Pennsylvania woman who may have fallen into 
sinkhole 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/search-extends-into-the-night-for-pennsylvania-woman-who-
may-have-fallen-into-sinkhole/article_e65510d7-bca0-5359-8454-d0302bb9981e.html 
 
Record-Argus: Authorities fear a Pennsylvania woman was swallowed by a sinkhole while looking for her 
cat 
https://www.recordargusnews.com/ap/national/authorities-fear-a-pennsylvania-woman-was-
swallowed-by-a-sinkhole-while-looking-for-her-cat/article_a3454ae4-87b3-5156-bd15-
bf0758fb2d0c.html 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Missing Pennsylvania woman believed to have fallen into sinkhole while searching for 
cat, state police said 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/missing-pennsylvania-woman-believed-to-have-
fallen-into-sinkhole-while-searching-for-cat-state-police/article_91d6b574-b1e3-11ef-b9f2-
83108930f0fd.html 
 
Associated Press: Search extends into the night for Pennsylvania woman who may have fallen into 
sinkhole 
https://apnews.com/article/missing-woman-pennsylvania-sinkhole-search-
dda439c0b12e9f43e012df2d264c9b54 
 
Tribune-Review: Rescuers halt Unity sinkhole search 'until it's dug out and better stabilized' 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/debris-clay-freezing-temperatures-a-challenge-in-
underground-search-for-unity-woman/ 
 
Tribune-Review: DEP suspects Unity sinkhole caused by abandoned mine 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/dep-suspects-unity-sinkhole-caused-by-abandoned-mine/ 
 
WPXI: Rescue efforts continue for grandma who may have fallen into sinkhole while looking for cat 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/active-search-missing-woman-64-underway-westmoreland-
county/C3KMUEEJTJCM3NT7BXIRMYPFDI/ 
 
KDKA: Missing Pennsylvania woman believed to have fallen into sinkhole while searching for cat 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/westmoreland-county-sinkhole-search-missing-woman-
unity-township/ 
 
ABC News: Missing grandmother believed to have fallen into sinkhole: Police 
https://abcnews.go.com/US/missing-grandmother-pennsylvania-sinkhole-search/story?id=116413521 
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Mentions 
 
Daily Local: ‘Grandma never came back’: Western Pa. woman might have been swallowed by a sinkhole 
while looking for cat 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2024/12/03/authorities-fear-a-western-pa-grandma-was-swallowed-by-a-
sinkhole-while-looking-for-her-cat/ 
 
The Mercury: Rescuers reassess the safety of their search for a woman they believe fell into a sinkhole 
https://www.pottsmerc.com/2024/12/04/rescuers-reassess-the-safety-of-their-search-for-a-woman-
they-believe-fell-into-a-sinkhole/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Shapiro provides update on administration's "speed of business" quest to 
improve approvals and licensing 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/12/03/josh-shapiro-hill-district-speed-of-
business.html 
 
Pa Environment Digest Blog: Abandoned Well Violation To Oil & Gas Wastewater Injection Well With 
Nearly Full Storage Tanks, Expired EPA Permit In Venango County 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2024/12/dep-issues-abandoned-well-violation-to.html 
 
 
Westmoreland County Sinkhole 
 
Beaver County Times: What happened to Elizabeth Pollard? What we know about search for missing 
grandmother 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/2024/12/04/pa-grandmother-may-have-fallen-in-sinkhole-
while-searching-for-cat-elizabeth-pollard/76759199007/ 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Complications develop at site where crews are searching for Westmoreland 
County woman in sinkhole 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/westmoreland/2024/12/03/sinkhole-unity-westmoreland-
search/stories/202412030054 
 
KDKA-TV: Abandoned mine at the heart of search for woman who fell through a sinkhole is becoming 
unsafe, police say 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/pennsylvania-woman-sinkhole-search-rescue-mission-
continues/ 
 
WTAE-TV: Sinkhole search, rescue mission continues for missing woman in Westmoreland County, 
Pennsylvania 
https://www.wtae.com/article/pennsylvania-sinkhole-missing-woman-westmoreland-county/63092473 
 
WPXI: Concerns about structural integrity of mine rise as rescue efforts continue for missing 
grandmother 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/concerns-about-structural-integrity-mine-rise-rescue-efforts-
continue-missing-grandmother/L74Y2E5PRVH2NIAOR2M7I5XYYA/ 
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KDKA Radio: Officials looking for missing woman, believed to have fallen in sinkhole 
https://www.audacy.com/kdkaradio/news/local/search-for-missing-who-fell-in-sinkhole 
 
Tribune-Review: Search and rescue teams gain access to mine where Unity woman fell down sinkhole, 
fresh crew arrives 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/police-search-for-missing-woman-in-unity/ 
 
KDKA: Photos show rescue underway for missing Pennsylvania woman believed to be in sinkhole 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/pictures/photos-rescue-missing-pennsylvania-woman-
sinkhole/14/ 
 
Pennlive: Pa. grandmother looking for her missing cat may have fallen into 30-foot sinkhole 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2024/12/pa-grandmother-looking-for-her-missing-cat-may-have-
fallen-into-30-foot-sinkhole.html 
 
Pennlive: What to know about sinkholes after Pa. woman may have disappeared into one 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2024/12/what-to-know-about-sinkholes-after-pa-woman-may-have-
disappeared-into-one.html 
 
abc27: Rescuers reassess the safety of their search for a woman they believe fell into a sinkhole 
https://www.abc27.com/news/us-world/ap-rescuers-search-for-woman-who-may-have-fallen-into-a-
sinkhole-while-looking-for-her-lost-cat/ 
 
CBS21: Search continues for PA woman believed to have fallen down sinkhole looking for cat 
https://local21news.com/news/local/search-continues-for-pa-grandmother-believed-to-have-fallen-
down-sinkhole-looking-for-cat-abandoned-mine-elizabeth-pollard-unity-township-pennsylvania-state-
police# 
 
WTAJ: Sinkhole may have swallowed Pennsylvania grandmother looking for missing cat: police 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/regional-news/sinkhole-may-have-swallowed-pennsylvania-grandmother-
looking-for-missing-cat-police/ 
 
Associated Press: What to know about sinkholes after a Pennsylvania woman may have disappeared 
into one 
https://apnews.com/article/sinkholes-what-to-know-459da7527efabc41eba42cfbe6207191 
 
WHYY: What to know about sinkholes after a Pa. woman may have disappeared into one 
https://whyy.org/articles/sinkhole-explainer-marguerite-what-to-know/ 
 
 
Air 
 
WGAL: Some residents in Lancaster County report odor; What is it? 
https://www.wgal.com/article/pennsylvania-lancaster-county-odor-reported-gas-leak-
columbia/63092038 
 
GRID: A community air quality monitoring program seeks to raise awareness about pollution in West 
Philadelphia 
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https://gridphilly.com/blog-home/2024/12/01/a-community-air-quality-monitoring-program-seeks-to-
raise-awareness-about-pollution-in-west-philadelphia/ 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
Bucks County Beacon: Only Continued Climate Organizing and Direct Action Can Save Us and the Planet 
https://buckscountybeacon.com/2024/12/only-continued-climate-organizing-and-direct-action-can-
save-us-and-the-planet/ 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Penn State News: Pennsylvania ATV trail connector generated $23.5M in revenue over two years 
https://www.psu.edu/news/social-science-research-institute/story/pennsylvania-atv-trail-connector-
generated-235m-
revenue?utm_audience=External&utm_source=newswire&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Penn%
20State%20Today&utm_content=12-03-2024-21-30&utm_term=Research%20-%202 
 
GRID: The fight over FDR Park is only the latest tussle over how to design Philly’s green spaces 
https://gridphilly.com/blog-home/2024/12/01/the-fight-over-fdr-park-is-only-the-latest-tussle-over-
how-to-design-phillys-green-spaces/ 
 
 
Drought 
 
Philly Burbs: With the drought, will Washington cross the Delaware this year? 
https://www.phillyburbs.com/story/news/local/2024/12/03/drought-could-prevent-washington-
crossing-the-delaware-bucks-county 
 
WFMZ: Federal loans up to $2M to aid Pa. businesses impacted by drought 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/southeastern-pa/northern-chester-county/federal-loans-up-to-2m-
to-aid-pa-businesses-impacted-by-drought/article_fb1d2bea-b142-11ef-83cd-cb9c61af99d6.html 
 
 
Energy 
 
KYW News: Utility law will lapse after Pa. Legislature deadlocks on expanding consumer protections 
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/state/pa-winter-utility-shutoff-consumer-protection-law 
 
KDKA-TV: Eos Energy secures $300 million loan for Turtle Creek battery factory 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/eos-energy-300-million-loan-turtle-creek-battery-factory/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Eos Energy Enterprises wins $303M Department of Energy loan guarantee 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/12/03/eos-energy-enterprises-loan-
guarantee.html 
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Radiation Protection 
 
York Dispatch: Sirens to be tested surrounding Peach Bottom atomic power station 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2024/12/03/sirens-to-be-tested-surrounding-peach-
bottom-atomic-power-station/76737128007/ 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Crozer-Chester Medical Center and Taylor Hospital emergency rooms reopened 
Tuesday after radiology services were restored 
https://www.inquirer.com/health/crozer-chester-medical-center-taylor-hospital-emergency-room-
closed-imaging-20241203.html 
 
KYW News: Questions remain after radiology system failure at 2 Crozer hospitals 
https://www.audacy.com/kywnewsradio/news/local/questions-remain-crozer-radiology-system-failure 
 
 
Waste 
 
Reading announces seasonal change to yard waste pickup beginning in January 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2024/12/04/reading-announces-seasonal-change-to-yard-waste-
pickup-beginning-in-january/ 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Cleanup season ends for year; Creek cleared of more than 16,000 pounds 
of trash, volunteer says 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/120424/page/1/story/cleanup-season-ends-for-year 
 
 
Water 
 
Lebtown.com: Jan. 9 webinar details master watershed program in Lower Susquehanna region 
https://lebtown.com/2024/12/04/jan-9-webinar-details-master-watershed-program-in-lower-
susquehanna-region/ 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Looking back at the Standard Wood Pipe Company 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2024/12/looking-back-at-the-standard-wood-pipe-
company/ 
 
Lock Haven Express: LH Council continues budget discussion 
https://www.lockhaven.com/news/local-news/2024/12/lh-council-continues-budget-discussion/ 
 
NorthcentralPA.com: Water main break closes a portion of Reagan Street in Sunbury 
https://www.northcentralpa.com/news/water-main-break-closes-a-portion-of-reagan-street-in-
sunbury/article_aee79a4c-b239-11ef-9cf5-6f6fa6f475ab.html 
 
Gant News: UPDATED: Clearfield Mayor: Water Line Break Has Been Fixed 
https://gantnews.com/2024/12/04/updated-clearfield-mayor-water-line-break-has-been-fixed/ 
 
Levittown Now: PA & NJ Turnpikes Seek Feedback As They Consider Rehab Or Replacement Of Delaware 
River Bridge 
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https://levittownnow.com/2024/12/04/pa-nj-turnpikes-seek-feedback-as-they-consider-rehab-or-
replacement-of-delaware-river-bridge/ 
 
Levittown Now: Middletown Supervisors Approve Preliminary 2025 Budget, Consider New Stormwater 
Fee 
https://levittownnow.com/2024/12/03/middletown-supervisors-approve-preliminary-2025-budget-
consider-new-stormwater-fee/ 
 
WFMZ: Boil water advisory lifted in Pottstown after water main break 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/southeastern-pa/upper-montgomery-county/boil-water-advisory-
lifted-in-pottstown-after-water-main-break/article_dc7dfcde-b25d-11ef-9349-f37c1400f469.html 
 
GRID: Pennsylvania school districts aren’t doing enough to protect students from lead in drinking water 
https://gridphilly.com/blog-home/2024/12/01/pennsylvania-school-districts-arent-doing-enough-to-
protect-students-from-lead-in-drinking-water/ 
 
WTAE-TV: Cranberry Township residents asked to conserve water following water main break 
https://www.wtae.com/article/cranberry-township-residents-asked-to-conserve-water-following-
overnight-water-main-break/63091025 
 
Post-Gazette: Stephen Mihm: We knew lead pipes were bad 140 years ago 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/Op-Ed/2024/12/04/lead-water-pipes-toxicity-industries-
association-epa/stories/202412040005 
 
WJAC: State College pays local sewer authority over $2M as part of interim agreement 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/state-college-pays-local-sewer-authority-over-2m-as-part-of-interim-
agreement# 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Reading Eagle: Burn ban in Berks has expired 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2024/12/03/burn-ban-in-berks-has-expired/ 
 
WFMZ: Burn ban lifted for Berks County 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/burn-ban-lifted-for-berks-county/article_1e815ae8-b18e-
11ef-b690-1ff3ae9cee5a.html 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Commissioners lift countywide burn ban 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/news/local/commissioners-lift-countywide-burn-
ban/article_c3675980-b1a3-11ef-ac69-fff8ffbe17f1.html 
 
Lebtown.com: Palmyra Borough residents will see higher taxes, trash & sewer bills in 2025 
https://lebtown.com/2024/12/03/palmyra-borough-residents-will-see-higher-taxes-trash-sewer-bills-in-
2025/ 
 
Daily American: Fire breaks out Tuesday at Central City firefighter's home. Here's what happened 
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https://www.dailyamerican.com/story/news/local/2024/12/03/fire-extinguished-at-volunteer-
firefighter-home-cairnbrook-pa/76731994007/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: NAI Burns Scalo joint venture to build office and retail project in North 
Huntingdon 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/12/03/north-huntingdon-office-retail-district-
point.html 
 
WTAE-TV: McKees Rocks Bridge closure scheduled for Thursday; traffic will be detoured 
https://www.wtae.com/article/drivers-alerted-bridge-single-day-closure-allegheny-county/63085215 
 
WTAE-TV: Penn Township residents angered over proposed zoning changes 
https://www.wtae.com/article/penn-township-residents-angered-over-proposed-zoning-
changes/63087136 
 
Tribune-Review: Springdale Township eyes 46% tax increase, its first hike in 9 years 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/springdale-township-eyes-46-tax-increase-its-first-hike-
in-9-years/ 
 
Observer-Reporter: Helping hands: Greene residents travel to hurricane-ravaged N.C. 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2024/dec/04/helping-hands-greene-residents-
travel-to-hurricane-ravaged-n-c/ 
 
New Pittsburgh Courier: Mon Valley mayors buck union on U.S. Steel takeover, seeing ‘honorable’ 
Nippon 
https://newpittsburghcourier.com/2024/12/04/mon-valley-mayors-buck-union-on-u-s-steel-takeover-
seeing-honorable-nippon/ 
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