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Top DEP Stories 
 
Pennlive: Searchers don’t expect to find woman in Pa. sinkhole alive, police say 
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2024/12/searchers-dont-expect-to-find-woman-in-pa-sinkhole-alive-
police-say.html 
 
WKOK: Shamokin Creek Restoration Alliance Benefits from DEP Grants 
https://www.wkok.com/shamokin-creek-restoration-alliance-benefits-from-dep-grants/ 
 
Associated Press: Underground voids from abandoned mines pose danger to people and property when 
land collapses 
https://apnews.com/article/pennsylvania-sinkhole-search-missing-woman-mine-subsidence-
761d2288837cf213dfffdaf59d7f5a2f 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Unstable conditions keep rescuers outside of mine as focus shifts to recovery 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/unstable-conditions-keep-rescuers-outside-of-mine-
as-focus-shifts-to-recovery/article_1f298642-b296-11ef-a7f1-db7c8f582ebb.html 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Authorities don't expect to find woman in Westmoreland County sinkhole alive 
as they shift to recovery effort 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/westmoreland/2024/12/04/sinkhole-unity-westmoreland-county-
updates/stories/202412040057 
 
CNN: Search for Pennsylvania grandmother is now a recovery mission as crews say they’ve found no 
signs of life inside sinkhole 
https://www.cnn.com/2024/12/04/us/missing-pennsylvania-grandmother-sinkhole-intl-hnk/index.html 
 
ABC News: Underground voids from abandoned mines pose danger to people and property when land 
collapses 
https://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/abandoned-mines-us-pose-dangers-people-property-land-
116466578 
 
Tribune Review: Excavation, search for woman resumes at Unity sinkhole 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/excavation-search-for-woman-resumes-at-unity-sinkhole/ 
 
Latrobe Bulletin: Underground search continues for missing Unity Twp woman 
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/underground-search-continues-for-missing-unity-
township-woman/article_e819bb1a-b25c-11ef-b270-eb449c13488d.html 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kedeibert@pa.gov
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2024/12/searchers-dont-expect-to-find-woman-in-pa-sinkhole-alive-police-say.html
https://www.pennlive.com/news/2024/12/searchers-dont-expect-to-find-woman-in-pa-sinkhole-alive-police-say.html
https://www.wkok.com/shamokin-creek-restoration-alliance-benefits-from-dep-grants/
https://apnews.com/article/pennsylvania-sinkhole-search-missing-woman-mine-subsidence-761d2288837cf213dfffdaf59d7f5a2f
https://apnews.com/article/pennsylvania-sinkhole-search-missing-woman-mine-subsidence-761d2288837cf213dfffdaf59d7f5a2f
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/unstable-conditions-keep-rescuers-outside-of-mine-as-focus-shifts-to-recovery/article_1f298642-b296-11ef-a7f1-db7c8f582ebb.html
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/unstable-conditions-keep-rescuers-outside-of-mine-as-focus-shifts-to-recovery/article_1f298642-b296-11ef-a7f1-db7c8f582ebb.html
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/westmoreland/2024/12/04/sinkhole-unity-westmoreland-county-updates/stories/202412040057
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/westmoreland/2024/12/04/sinkhole-unity-westmoreland-county-updates/stories/202412040057
https://www.cnn.com/2024/12/04/us/missing-pennsylvania-grandmother-sinkhole-intl-hnk/index.html
https://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/abandoned-mines-us-pose-dangers-people-property-land-116466578
https://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/abandoned-mines-us-pose-dangers-people-property-land-116466578
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/excavation-search-for-woman-resumes-at-unity-sinkhole/
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/underground-search-continues-for-missing-unity-township-woman/article_e819bb1a-b25c-11ef-b270-eb449c13488d.html
https://www.latrobebulletinnews.com/news/local/underground-search-continues-for-missing-unity-township-woman/article_e819bb1a-b25c-11ef-b270-eb449c13488d.html


Mentions 
 
PACD: Seven Conservation Districts receive 319 funding 
https://pacd.org/?p=26369 
 
Tioga Publishing: Public comment sought on warehouse's plan to discharge into waterways 
https://www.tiogapublishing.com/news/state/public-comment-sought-on-warehouses-plan-to-
discharge-into-waterways/article_1872a674-96c2-516b-b324-be9b4e16a8c2.html 
 
Gant News: CMA issues boil water notice 
https://gantnews.com/2024/12/04/cma-issues-boil-water-notice/#google_vignette 
 
Tribune-Review: 'It's been difficult:' Unity sinkhole rescue effort turns into recovery mission 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/debris-clay-freezing-temperatures-a-challenge-in-
underground-search-for-unity-woman/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Unity residents concerned as recovery search for woman continues in abandoned mine 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/unity-residents-concerned-as-search-for-woman-continues-in-
abandoned-mine/ 
 
KDKA: Search teams fear abandoned Pennsylvania mine could collapse amid recovery efforts for missing 
woman who fell through sinkhole 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/pennsylvania-mine-sinkhole-collapse-missing-woman-
elizabeth-pollard/ 
 
KDKA: Residents who live near mine at heart of search for missing Pennsylvania woman worried about 
mine subsidence 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/mine-subsidence-elizabeth-pollard-missing-woman-
sinkhole-abandoned-mine/ 
 
 
Westmoreland County Sinkhole 
 
Record Argus: Conditions in abandoned mine are too dangerous for crew searching for Pennsylvania 
woman 
https://www.recordargusnews.com/ap/national/conditions-in-abandoned-mine-are-too-dangerous-for-
crew-searching-for-pennsylvania-woman/article_715cf845-8cd3-53af-8957-311c308aa5b4.html 
 
The Mon Valley Independent: Sinkhole rescue effort turns into recovery mission 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2024/12/05/sinkhole-rescue-effort-turns-into-recovery-
mission/ 
 
KDKA: Dozens of first responders join together to help with sinkhole search 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/first-responders-search-missing-woman-sinkhole-
abandoned-mine/ 
 
KDKA: Search for missing Pennsylvania woman in "unstable," abandoned coal mine enters recovery 
phase as crews prepare to dig up larger area of land 
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https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/pennsylvania-state-police-missing-woman-sinkhole-
abandoned-mine-update/ 
 
WPXI: Search for missing grandmother in Unity Township now considered recovery ‘unless there’s a 
miracle’ 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/concerns-about-structural-integrity-mine-rise-rescue-efforts-
continue-missing-grandmother/L74Y2E5PRVH2NIAOR2M7I5XYYA/ 
 
WJAC: Search for woman believed to have fallen into sinkhole now recovery effort 
https://wjactv.com/news/nation-world/missing-unity-township-pennsylvania-woman-elizabeth-pollard-
searching-for-cat-feared-to-have-fallen-into-sinkhole-coal-mine-freezing-temperatures-recovery# 
 
KDKA: Abandoned mine at the heart of search for woman who fell through a sinkhole is becoming 
unsafe, police say 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/pennsylvania-woman-sinkhole-search-rescue-mission-
continues/ 
 
WTAE: Recovery effort now underway for woman who police believe fell into sinkhole in Westmoreland 
County 
https://www.wtae.com/article/pennsylvania-sinkhole-missing-woman-westmoreland-county/63092473 
 
WTAE: Emergency rescue efforts complicated by unstable land in former mining area 
https://www.wtae.com/article/emergency-rescue-efforts-complicated-by-unstable-land-in-former-
mining-area/63096920 
 
AP: Police say searchers don’t expect to find woman in Pennsylvania sinkhole alive 
https://apnews.com/article/pennsylvania-sinkhole-search-missing-woman-cat-
46045d7dfdf7dc39a57487d9d56f4031 
 
 
Air 
 
WESA: Allegheny County plans to spend $4.1M to support clean air projects 
https://www.wesa.fm/health-science-tech/2024-12-05/allegheny-county-clean-air-projects 
 
WESA: Dr. Iulia Vann turns to air quality, Black infant mortality as new Allegheny County health director 
https://www.wesa.fm/health-science-tech/2024-12-05/iulia-vann-new-allegheny-county-health-
director 
 
Public Source: Forged in COVID, Dr. Iulia Vann turns to air quality, Black infant mortality as new 
Allegheny County health director 
https://www.publicsource.org/allegheny-county-health-director-iulia-vann-air-quality-black-infant-
mortality/ 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Fracking, clean air permits dominate Board of Health meeting 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/health/2024/12/05/fracking-clean-air-permits-board-of-health-
allegheny-county/stories/202412050056 
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Climate Change 
 
Pennlive: More climate disasters are keeping families away from home during holidays 
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2024/12/more-climate-disasters-are-keeping-families-away-from-
home-during-holidays-pennlive-letters.html 
 
Allegheny Front: That huge snowstorm? Welcome to a warming future 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/erie-pennsylania-lake-effect-snow-storm-climate-change/ 
 
Allegheny Front: More than $40M heading to Pennsylvania farms to increase climate resilience 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-agriculture-farms-climate-resilience-federal-grants/ 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Bradford Era: Applications open for Sinnemahoning Watershed grant 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/applications-open-for-sinnemahoning-watershed-
grant/article_ebe512f2-b276-11ef-9c6d-d73a29d53024.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Lancaster city traffic critic denied seat on commission; Conestoga River ecopark plan 
inches forward 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/lancaster-city-traffic-critic-denied-seat-on-commission-
conestoga-river-ecopark-plan-inches-forward/article_42ac8354-b26d-11ef-8152-9b4e7bad9aec.html 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Warehouse plan would cut down all but nine of 236 trees on a site in Moorestown 
https://www.inquirer.com/business/moorestown-warehouse-proposal-trees-20241204.html 
 
Next Pittsburgh: How Venture Outdoors is breaking barriers to nature in Pittsburgh 
https://nextpittsburgh.com/features/how-venture-outdoors-is-breaking-barriers-to-nature-in-
pittsburgh/ 
 
The Guardian: How climate risks are driving up insurance premiums around the US – visualized 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/dec/05/climate-crisis-insurance-premiums 
 
 
Energy 
 
WTAJ: Consumer Reports survey finds electric vehicle reliability improving but lagging gas models 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/national-news/ap-consumer-reports-survey-finds-electric-vehicle-
reliability-improving-but-lagging-gas-models/ 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: Solar farm mulled in Catawissa Township 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/120524/page/1/story/solar-farm-mulled-in-catawissa-
township 
 
Standard Speaker: Hazle Township zoning board rejects proposed solar farm 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2024/12/03/hazle-twp-zoning-board-rejects-proposed-solar-farm/ 
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The Pittsburgh Business Times: Westinghouse Electric gets approval for eVinci control system 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/12/04/westinghouse-electric-evinci-reactor.html 
 
WPXI: $303M investment will create up to 1,000 job in Mon Valley 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/303m-investment-will-create-up-1000-job-mon-
valley/BINJIY6Z6FDZ3NZR6T45J25YV4/ 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Honeycomb Credit acquires assets of fintech focused on clean energy 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/12/04/honeycomb-credit-acquires-raise-
green.html 
 
Utility Dive: Renewable energy developers urge PJM to drop fast-track interconnection plan 
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/renewable-energy-pjm-fast-track-interconnection-resource-
reliability-ferc/734553/ 
 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Shamokin News-Item: Councilmen: Little progress made at former Eagle Mill on Chestnut St. 
https://www.newsitem.com/news/councilmen-little-progress-made-at-former-eagle-mill-on-chestnut-
st/article_00329ae8-b28d-11ef-ae10-2b3e18cfe6d9.html 
 
 
Mining 
 
WHYY: Underground voids from abandoned mines pose danger to people and property when land 
collapses 
https://whyy.org/articles/pennsylvania-sinkhole-underground-voids-abandoned-mines/ 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Philadelphia Inquirer: Gov. Shapiro fast-tracks oil refinery redevelopment and impacted residents call for 
City Council hearings 
https://www.inquirer.com/opinion/commentary/hilco-redevelopment-partners-shapiro-cba-
gentrification-20241205.html 
 
The Pittsburgh Business Times: CNX Resources to acquire Apex Energy 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/12/05/cnx-resources-acquire-apex-energy.html 
 
Bloomberg: Energy CEO Who Drank Fracking Fluid Is Now Trump’s Oil Evangelist 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2024-12-04/what-will-trump-energy-nominee-chris-wright-
mean-for-oil-and-the-climate?embedded-checkout=true 
 
Post-Gazette: Study on impact of LNG exports expected by the end of the year, official tells Congress 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/environment/2024/12/04/liquified-natural-gas-exports-biden-
congress-environment-energy/stories/202412040074 
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Waste 
 
KDKA: Trash pile raising tensions, health risks at New Kensington apartment complex 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/trash-pile-raising-tensions-health-risks-new-kensington/ 
 
 
Water 
 
Indiana Gazette: White Township supervisors approve 30-year wastewater agreement with Indiana 
Borough 
https://www.indianagazette.com/news/white-township-supervisors-approve-30-year-wastewater-
agreement-with-indiana-borough/article_ea719c06-b2a8-11ef-ab0c-b369ae87c8e8.html 
 
Penn State News: Master Watershed Steward Tim Matthews aims to make conservation family-friendly 
https://www.psu.edu/news/agricultural-sciences/story/master-watershed-steward-tim-matthews-aims-
make-conservation-family 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Reading Eagle: Plans for 409,000-square-foot warehouse in southwestern Berks one step closer to 
reality 
https://www.readingeagle.com/2024/12/05/plans-for-409000-square-foot-warehouse-in-
southwestern-berks-one-step-closer-to-reality/ 
 
The Mon Valley Independent: Rostraver OKs tax exemption for new senior housing plan 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2024/12/05/rostraver-oks-tax-exemption-for-new-senior-
housing-plan/ 
 
Observer Reporter: WCCED finalizes Starpointe sale to private developer 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2024/dec/04/wcced-finalizes-starpointe-sale-to-
private-developer/ 
 
The Pittsburgh Business Times: Honeycomb Credit acquires assets of fintech focused on clean energy 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/12/04/honeycomb-credit-acquires-raise-
green.html 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: As heavier snow falls to the north, Pittsburgh region gets high winds and frigid 
temperatures 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/weather-news/2024/12/05/pittsburgh-weather-snow-
updates/stories/202412050082 
 
The Tribune Democrat: PennDOT outlines plans for state Route 756 upgrades 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/penndot-outlines-plans-for-state-route-756-
upgrades/article_5685e81e-b2a6-11ef-96cb-c73ece21750d.html 
 
KDKA Radio: Thundersnow causes slick roads, power outages around Pittsburgh 
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https://www.audacy.com/kdkaradio/news/local/snow-causes-slick-roads-power-outages-around-
pittsburgh 
 
WTAE: McKees Rocks Bridge closure postponed due to weather 
https://www.wtae.com/article/drivers-alerted-bridge-single-day-closure-allegheny-county/63085215 
 
The Daily Courier: Zoning board approves Scottdale cell tower 
https://www.dailycourier.com/news/zoning-board-approves-scottdale-cell-tower/article_d39d696e-
b0f1-11ef-9e8c-03f879f846ce.html 
 
Tribune-Review: Attorneys for Springdale residents seek reargument over boiler house ruling 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/springdale-residents-attorneys-seek-reargument-over-
boiler-house-ruling/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Plum residents to get new annual or quarterly bills for garbage, stormwater fees 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/plum-residents-to-get-new-annual-or-quarterly-bills-for-
garbage-stormwater-fees/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Cheswick budget maintains property taxes, increases sewage, trash rates 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/cheswick-budget-maintains-property-taxes-increases-
sewage-trash-rates/ 
 
 

https://www.audacy.com/kdkaradio/news/local/snow-causes-slick-roads-power-outages-around-pittsburgh
https://www.audacy.com/kdkaradio/news/local/snow-causes-slick-roads-power-outages-around-pittsburgh
https://www.wtae.com/article/drivers-alerted-bridge-single-day-closure-allegheny-county/63085215
https://www.dailycourier.com/news/zoning-board-approves-scottdale-cell-tower/article_d39d696e-b0f1-11ef-9e8c-03f879f846ce.html
https://www.dailycourier.com/news/zoning-board-approves-scottdale-cell-tower/article_d39d696e-b0f1-11ef-9e8c-03f879f846ce.html
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/springdale-residents-attorneys-seek-reargument-over-boiler-house-ruling/
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/springdale-residents-attorneys-seek-reargument-over-boiler-house-ruling/
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/plum-residents-to-get-new-annual-or-quarterly-bills-for-garbage-stormwater-fees/
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/plum-residents-to-get-new-annual-or-quarterly-bills-for-garbage-stormwater-fees/
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/cheswick-budget-maintains-property-taxes-increases-sewage-trash-rates/
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/cheswick-budget-maintains-property-taxes-increases-sewage-trash-rates/

