
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – 
Colleen Connolly; SERO – Stephanie Berardi; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Lauren Camarda). If Central 
Office staff (and others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at kedeibert@pa.gov  
 
 
Mentions 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Large sinkhole opens in East Liberty, leaving residents concerned 
https://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2024/12/11/east-liberty-sinkhole-
pittsburgh/stories/202412110080 
 
EHN: Environmental justice communities in southwestern Pennsylvania face higher rates of pollution 
violations 
https://www.ehn.org/southwestern-pennsylvania-environmental-justice-violations-2670435615.html 
 
WHYY: Chester’s stormwater chief has retired. His exit comes as agency faces scrutiny from state-
appointed receiver 
https://whyy.org/articles/chester-county-stormwater-chief-retirement/ 
 
 
Air 
 
WTAE: Heavy smoke plumes from house fire in Ross Township 
https://www.wtae.com/article/ross-township-fire-heavy-smoke/63171350 
 
 
Climate Change 
 
WHYY: New Jersey, home to many oil and gas producers, eyes fees to fight climate change 
https://whyy.org/articles/new-jersey-climate-change-fossil-fuels/ 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Bradford Era: Local conservationists receive national award 
https://www.bradfordera.com/news/local-conservationists-receive-national-award/article_5774c246-
b7eb-11ef-a32c-8755134d2fdb.html 
 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette: Susquehanna Riverwalk trail extension’s initial stage praised 
https://www.sungazette.com/news/top-news/2024/12/susquehanna-riverwalk-trail-extensions-initial-
stage-praised/ 
 
Daily Local: A Christmas tree for every preference at Marsh Creek Tree Farm 
https://www.dailylocal.com/2024/12/11/a-christmas-tree-for-every-preference-at-marsh-creek-tree-
farm/ 
 
Daily Local: 10-acre parcel preserved in West Vincent Township 
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https://www.dailylocal.com/2024/12/11/10-acre-parcel-preserved-in-west-vincent-township/ 
 
Delco Times: Loss of 900 trees has some Newtown residents questioning PGA plans at Aronimink 
https://www.delcotimes.com/2024/12/12/loss-of-900-trees-has-some-newtown-residents-questioning-
pga-plans-at-aronimink/ 
 
Newtown, PA NOW: 161 Age-Restricted Homes Proposed For Shady Brook Farm 
http://newtownpanow.com/2024/12/11/nearby-161-age-restricted-homes-proposed-for-shady-brook-
farm 
 
 
Energy 
 
Beaver County Times: Three places to go if your house isn't warm enough during winter 
https://www.timesonline.com/story/news/local/2024/12/11/beaver-county-warming-
centers/76859390007/ 
 
Centre Daily Times: An $81M project underway at UAJA will turn waste into renewable energy. Here’s 
how 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/state-
college/article295731254.html#storylink=latest_side 
 
Centre Daily Times: US electric vehicle infrastructure has tripled in 5 years. Here’s how Pennsylvania 
compares. 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/article296932364.html#storylink=mainstage_card 
 
Clearfield Progress: New solar plant proposed for Lawrence Township 
https://www.theprogressnews.com/news/new-solar-plant-proposed-for-lawrence-
township/article_dc58d2b8-b7dc-11ef-93ff-cf47f045feb0.html 
 
 
Environmental Cleanup and Brownfields 
 
Erie Times: Erie Golf Club sale approved by judge. What are the new owner's plans for the course? 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/local/2024/12/11/erie-golf-club-sold-to-charles-van-
eekeren/76916084007/ 
 
KDKA: Major investment coming to help rehabilitate former Century III Mall site 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/major-investment-coming-to-help-rehabilitate-former-
century-iii-mall-site/ 
 
 
Mining 
 
The Appalachian Voice: Advocates respond to new rule cracking down on coal industry’s abandonment 
of black lung liabilities 
https://appvoices.org/2024/12/11/black-lung-rule-response/ 
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Oil and Gas 
 
WJAC: Deadly chocolate factory explosion caused by faulty gas fitting, safety board finds 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/deadly-chocolate-factory-explosion-caused-by-faulty-gas-fitting-safety-
board-finds# 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: PennEnergy to pay $2M to settle alleged emissions violations 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/12/12/penn-energy-consent-decree.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Times: Pennsylvania's gas impact fee projected to drop this year 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/12/11/natural-gas-pennsylvania-impact-fee.html 
 
Farm and Dairy: Western Pa. residents fight for increased well pad setbacks 
https://www.farmanddairy.com/news/western-pa-residents-fight-for-increased-well-pad-
setbacks/852616.html 
 
North Penn NOW: Underground gas leak shuts down Five Points intersection Thursday afternoon 
https://northpennnow.com/news/2024/dec/12/underground-gas-leak-shuts-down-five-points-
intersection-thursday-afternoon/ 
 
 
Waste 
 
Central Penn Business Journal: New Tire Recycling Foundation adds Lancaster CEO 
https://www.cpbj.com/new-tire-recycling-foundation-adds-lancaster-ceo/ 
 
The Allegheny Front: Buying refurbished electronics to save money and the planet 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennenvironment-refurbished-electronics-guide/ 
 
Centre Daily Times: Learn more about the biosolids project at UAJA 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/article296245854.html#storylink=mainstage_card 
 
WHYY: New Jersey targets plastic packaging that fills landfills and pollutes 
https://whyy.org/articles/new-jersey-plastic-packaging-landfills-pollution/ 
 
 
Water 
 
Clarion News: Farmington water and sewer sale complete 
https://www.theclarionnews.com/news/frontpage/farmington-water-and-sewer-sale-
complete/article_91a0090e-b7ea-11ef-9b27-13ffb1904a59.html 
 
The Derrick: Aqua cites existing problems at water companies 
https://www.thederrick.com/news/front_page/aqua-cites-existing-problems-at-water-
companies/article_f1613bc2-b706-11ef-8573-abadbbc9429e.html 
 
Record-Argus: PUC to rule on Greenville sewer system sale 
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https://www.recordargusnews.com/news/puc-to-rule-on-greenville-sewer-system-
sale/article_91a10d84-b81e-11ef-a3dc-9f47d3e74cea.html 
 
Lebtown.com: City of Lebanon Authority board approves new water and sewer rates for 2025 
https://lebtown.com/2024/12/11/city-of-lebanon-authority-board-approves-new-water-and-sewer-
rates-for-2025/ 
 
WFMZ: Over $600,000 coming to Berks and Schuylkill Counties for Chesapeake Bay cleanup 
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/berks/over-600-000-coming-to-berks-and-schuylkill-counties-for-
chesapeake-bay-cleanup/article_6498953a-b7d5-11ef-8a2e-7352c35a30ec.html 
 
Pittsburgh Business Journal: Contract for key component of Upper Ohio river project awarded, totals 
almost $800M 
https://www.bizjournals.com/pittsburgh/news/2024/12/10/upper-ohio-trumbull-brayman-
contract.html 
 
Bloomsburg Press Enterprise: Sewer Authority approves change. Conyngham Township to allow one 
outside member 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/121224/page/1/story/sewer-authority-approves-change 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Erie Times: Let it drain: How Erie prepares to stave off flooding after lake-effect snow melts 
https://www.goerie.com/story/news/local/2024/12/12/flooding-prevention-preparation-lake-effect-
snow-melt-erie-county-pa/76925454007/ 
 
Times News: Lehighton man sentenced in 2023 case at Lansford historic attraction 
https://www.tnonline.com/20241210/lehighton-man-sentenced-in-2023-case-at-lansford-historic-
attraction/ 
 
York Dispatch: Sewer, garbage rates on the rise in West Manchester Township 
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2024/12/11/sewer-garbage-rates-on-the-rise-in-west-
manchester-township/76897616007/ 
 
Huntingdon Daily News: Monarch butterflies to be listed as a threatened species in US 
https://www.huntingdondailynews.com/ap/national/monarch-butterflies-to-be-listed-as-a-threatened-
species-in-us/article_4e317dff-65d4-585f-a2d1-d95467c28f1d.html 
 
Gettysburg Times: Hamilton Township warehouse special exception denied 
https://www.gettysburgtimes.com/news/local/article_49f5a71e-b7e8-11ef-8c7b-6333aaca271a.html 
 
FOX43: 'They are aware of the problem' | Environmental group announces intent to sue Brunner Island 
Steam Electric Station 
https://www.fox43.com/article/tech/science/environment/environment-group-sue-brunner-island-
steam-electric-station-york-county/521-e16e594e-69c4-4b6d-9577-862710ab1941 
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Pittsburgh City Paper: Penn Hills has long been home to a Black middle-class community, but some claim 
environmental racism is demolishing it — literally 
https://www.pghcitypaper.com/news/penn-hills-has-long-been-home-to-a-black-middle-class-
community-but-some-claim-environmental-racism-is-demolishing-it-literally-27161570 
 
The Mon Valley Independent:  Carroll Twp. to survey two new homes amid residents’ complaints 
https://www.monvalleyindependent.com/2024/12/11/carroll-twp-to-survey-two-new-homes-amid-
residents-complaints/ 
 
The Observer-Reporter: Tanger reopens two days after power surge 
https://www.observer-reporter.com/news/local-news/2024/dec/12/tanger-reopens-two-days-after-
power-surge/ 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Atmospheric river brings weather whiplash to East Coast as bomb cyclone 
develops 
https://www.post-gazette.com/news/weather-news/2024/12/11/atmospheric-river-east-coast-bomb-
cyclone-rain-snow/stories/202412110088 
 
KDKA: Five people taken to the hospital after 22-vehicle crash on Boulevard of the Allies ramp 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/boulevard-of-the-allies-ramp-crash-22-vehicles/ 
 
KDKA: Terminal expansion underway at Arnold Palmer Regional Airport 
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/terminal-expansion-arnold-palmer-regional-airport/ 
 
WTAE: Infamous downtown Pittsburgh sinkhole marks fifth anniversary 
https://www.wtae.com/article/infamous-downtown-pittsburgh-sinkhole-marks-fifth-
anniversary/62741319 
 
WPXI: Tractor-trailer crash shuts down part of I-80 in Emlenton for hours 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/tractor-trailer-crash-shuts-down-part-i-80-emlenton-
hours/WDRUZUBSFRH6HM5U3P2JVOGPVQ/ 
 
WJAC: Icy conditions lead to I-80 closure in Clearfield County after multiple crashes 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/icy-conditions-close-i-80-in-clearfield-county-after-multiple-crashes# 
 
WJAC: PennDOT seeks public feedback on US-219 expansion impacting environment and farmlands 
https://wjactv.com/news/local/penndot-seeks-public-feedback-on-us-219-expansion-impacting-
environment-and-farmlands# 
 
WESA: Supporters of US Steel sale make last-ditch case as doubts surround Nippon deal 
https://www.wesa.fm/politics-government/2024-12-11/us-steel-final-push-nippon-deal 
 
Tribune-Review: Legislation aims to address post-traumatic stress among first responders 
https://triblive.com/local/westmoreland/legislation-aims-to-address-post-traumatic-stress-among-first-
responders/ 
 
Tribune-Review: Construction underway at new riverfront townhome community in O'Hara 
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https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/construction-underway-at-new-riverfront-townhome-
community-in-ohara/ 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: Editorial: Pittsburgh families suffer substandard parks despite approving special 
parks tax 
https://www.post-gazette.com/opinion/editorials/2024/12/08/gainey-peduto-parks-
tax/stories/202412080090 
 
Sunbury Daily Item: Winter fertilizer spreading guidelines 
https://www.dailyitem.com/news/winter-fertilizer-spreading-guidelines/article_757df382-b7ed-11ef-
a624-cf2007d27ccc.html 
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