
Some clips may be behind a paywall.  If Regional employees need access to these clips, please contact 
your Regional Communications Manager (NWRO – Tom Decker; NCRO – Megan Lehman; NERO – Patti 
Monahan; SERO – Robyn Briggs; SCRO – John Repetz; SWRO – Laina Aquiline). If Central Office staff (and 
others outside of DEP) need access to these clips, please email me at brandongla@pa.gov 
 
 
Mentions 
 
Allegheny Front: Twenty years into fracking, Pennsylvania has yet to reckon with its radioactive waste 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/twenty-years-into-fracking-pennsylvania-has-yet-to-reckon-with-its-
radioactive-waste/ 
 
Allegheny Front: The ‘toxic cocktail’ brewing in Pennsylvania’s waterways 
https://www.alleghenyfront.org/pennsylvania-frack-waste-water-radioactivity/ 
 
Pa Environment Digest Blog:  US Forest Service Closes American Refining Group Facilities In Allegheny 
National Forest Declaring Them Unsafe Due To Hazardous Materials, Structurally Unsound Buildings 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2025/12/warren-times-us-forest-service-closes.html 
 
PA Environment Digest: Inside Climate News: Fracking’s Forever Problem: 3 Articles On Tracking, 
Disposing Of Oil & Gas Waste In Pennsylvania - Still A ‘Logistical Mess’ 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2025/12/inside-climate-news-frackings-forever.html  
 
Bloomburg Press-Enterprise: DEP: $57M spent on Safety Light Superfund site  
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/122125/page/5/story/dep-57m-spent-on-safety-light-
superfund-site  
 
 
Climate Change 
 
Philly Voice: Climate change is coming for Rudolph, your hot chocolate and your white Christmas 
https://www.phillyvoice.com/climate-change-christmas-hot-chocolate-reindeer-white-christmas/ 
 
 
Conservation and Recreation 
 
Tribune-Review: Annual Christmas Bird Count channels ‘addictive’ activity for scientific good 
https://triblive.com/local/valley-news-dispatch/annual-christmas-bird-count-channels-addictive-
activity-for-scientific-good/ 
 
Tribune-Democrat: Langerholc announces trail support for Cambria County 
https://www.tribdem.com/news/local_news/langerholc-announces-trail-support-for-cambria-
county/article_4e05edd1-a052-460b-8f8a-0b3c6c01f64d.html 
 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette: A rare hummingbird at an Oakmont feeder is part of a new migration trend 
https://www.post-gazette.com/life/outdoors/2025/12/20/rufous-hummingbird-migration-
pittsburgh/stories/202512140116 
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Erie Times: DCNR asking public for input on Presque Isle, Erie Bluffs master plan 
https://www.goerie.com/story/lifestyle/presque-isle/2025/12/22/presque-isle-erie-bluffs-pa-state-
parks-master-plan-seeks-public-input/87795457007/?tbref=hp 
 
Meadville Tribune: More logging in the Allegheny National Forest could bring economic boost to nearby 
communities 
https://www.meadvilletribune.com/news/more-logging-in-the-allegheny-national-forest-could-bring-
economic-boost-to-nearby-communities/article_8bfe7731-b2e2-597d-a829-1e436a8b306f.html 
 
Lehighvalleylive: Trail gaps: Lehigh Valley planners reveal top 10 priority connections 
https://www.lehighvalleylive.com/outdoors/2025/12/trail-gaps-lehigh-valley-planners-reveal-top-10-
priority-connections.html 
 
 
Energy 
 
President’s Return Brought Stiff Headwinds For Clean Energy, So Why Are Advocates Optimistic In 2026?  
https://www.timesobserver.com/news/local-news/2025/12/trumps-return-brought-stiff-headwinds-
for-clean-energy-so-why-are-advocates-optimistic-in-2026/ 
 
WOLF: 3,000 PPL customers remain without power from Friday's storm 
https://fox56.com/news/local/17000-ppl-customers-remain-without-power-amid-wind-driven-outages 
 
WBRE: Windy winter weather causing extensive outages across NEPA 
https://www.2822news.com/news/windy-winter-weather-causing-extensive-outages-across-nepa/ 
 
WGAL: Shapiro Administration opens first federally funded EV charging station on PA Turnpike 
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/cumberland-county/first-federally-funded-ev-charging-
station-pa-turnpike/521-abeca912-cc87-47a9-8568-78c0e13b0926 
 
WTAJ: Trump administration pauses 5 wind projects off the East Coast 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/national-news/ap-trump-administration-pauses-5-offshore-wind-projects-
on-the-east-coast/ 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Trump administration pauses five offshore wind projects on the East Coast 
https://www.inquirer.com/business/energy/trump-offshore-wind-energy-climate-east-coast-
20251222.html 
 
The Philadelphia Inquirer: Trump’s return brought stiff headwinds for clean energy. So why are 
advocates optimistic in 2026? 
https://www.inquirer.com/business/energy/clean-energy-trump-solar-wind-geothermal-2026-
20251221.html 
 
 
Oil and Gas 
 
Bloomsburg Press-Enterprise: UGI, Bloomsburg area at odds over road work permits 
https://www.pressenterpriseonline.com/daily/122125/page/1/story/ugi-bloomsburg-are-at-odds 
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Waste 
 
Tribune-Review: Christmas tree recycling dumpsters to be placed in city 
https://www.dailycourier.com/news/christmas-tree-recycling-dumpsters-to-be-placed-in-
city/article_61e0528b-ff31-44d4-9764-678042fb3d9b.html 
 
Lancaster Online: Here's when and where to recycle your 2025 Christmas tree in Lancaster County 
https://lancasteronline.com/news/local/heres-when-and-where-to-recycle-your-2025-christmas-tree-
in-lancaster-county/article_fed59e27-5578-4e57-aa37-dca1e5505959.html 
 
CBS21: 'It's about time somebody steps up': Lancaster County woman calls out township and compost 
https://local21news.com/news/local/its-about-time-somebody-steps-up-lancaster-county-woman-calls-
out-township-and-compost-smoke-health-concerns-pennsylvania-environment-fire 
 
Centre Daily Times: Recycling: How to help shape the future of recycling in Centre County 
https://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/article313813259.html 
 
 
Water 
 
WESA: In Pittsburgh, EPA hears competing views on new rollbacks for wetlands, water protections 
https://www.wesa.fm/environment-energy/2025-12-21/epa-wetlands-water-protections-rollbacks 
 
Altoona Mirror: Altoona Water Authority raises rates 2.78% 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2025/12/altoona-water-authority-raises-rates-2-78/ 
 
WTAJ: Water main break temporarily closes Altoona school for students 
https://www.wtaj.com/news/water-main-break-temporarily-closes-altoona-school-for-students/ 
 
Levittown Now.com: Middletown Supervisors Approve Change To Stormwater Impact Fee 
https://levittownnow.com/2025/12/22/middletown-supervisors-approve-change-to-stormwater-
impact-fee/ 
 
Delco Today: Stroud Water Research Center Reveals the Impact of Road Salt on Local Waterways 
https://delco.today/2025/12/road-salt-stroud-water-research-center/ 
 
PA Environment Digest: Commonwealth Financing Authority Invests More Than $14 Million In Act 13 
Drilling Impact Fee Revenue In Local Watershed Restoration, Recreation, Sewage And Flood Mitigation 
Projects 
https://paenvironmentdaily.blogspot.com/2025/12/commonwealth-financing-authority.html 
 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
WESA: What are programmable cloud labs and why do lawmakers want to fund a national network of 
them? 
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https://www.wesa.fm/health-science-tech/2025-12-22/programmable-cloud-labs-explained 
 
WPXI: New site plan gives insight into future of Century III Mall 
https://www.wpxi.com/news/local/new-site-plan-gives-insight-into-future-century-iii-
mall/KWY5ZX7MQNBWNLUX26B43M26KU/ 
 
Standard Speaker: West Hazleton native inducted into state NewsMedia Association Hall of Fame 
https://www.standardspeaker.com/2025/12/21/west-hazleton-native-inducted-into-state-newsmedia-
association-hall-of-fame/ 
 
Republican Herald: Looming ban on DJI drones to impact local drone pilots, first responders 
https://www.republicanherald.com/2025/12/19/looming-ban-on-dji-drones-to-impact-local-drone-
pilots-first-responders/ 
 
Lehighvalleynews: A Harvard data fellow is helping ASD build a data dashboard to track and improve 
student attendance 
https://www.lehighvalleynews.com/school-news/a-harvard-data-fellow-is-helping-asd-build-a-data-
dashboard-to-track-and-improve-student-attendance 
 
York Daily Record: York Water mourns Jeff Hines, former CEO and community leader 
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/local/2025/12/19/york-water-company-honors-jeff-hines-legacy-and-
leadership/87843860007/ 
 
Altoona Mirror: Controlled demo at Appvion paper mill causes concern 
https://www.altoonamirror.com/news/local-news/2025/12/controlled-demo-at-appvion-paper-mill-
causes-concern/ 
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